
Moving The Fence 
By:  Ronnie Scherffius 

D uring World War I a Protestant chaplain 
with the American troops in Italy became 
a friend of a local Roman Catholic priest. 

In time, the chaplain moved on with his unit 
and was killed. The priest heard of his death and 
asked military authorities if the chaplain could 
be buried in the cemetery behind his church. 

Permission was granted. But the priest ran into 
a problem with his own Catholic Church 
authorities. They were sympathetic, but they 
said they could not approve the burial of a non-
Catholic in a Catholic cemetery. So the priest 
buried his friend just outside the cemetery 
fence. Years later, a war veteran who knew what 
had happened returned to Italy and visited the 
old priest. The first thing he did was ask to see 
the chaplain’s grave. To his surprise, he found 
the grave inside the fence. 

“Ah,” he said, “I see you got permission to move 
the body.” 

“No,” said the priest. “They told me where I 
couldn’t bury the body. But nobody ever told me 
I couldn’t move the fence.” 

At first glance this seems to be a heartwarming 
account of an enduring friendship that was 
bounded by love without limitations. A closer 
look, however, reveals the sad picture of the 
approach many have regarding Christianity. 
“Nobody ever told me I couldn’t move the 
fence” – how many times through the centuries 
have men, good men with good intentions, 
taken upon them the responsibility to move the 
fences of God’s commands? 

God, Creator of all living and having all 
authority, has bound His commands upon all of 
humanity. His commands are not burdensome 
(1 John 5:3) neither are they such that none can 
attain to them. The will and law of Almighty 
God is such that humanity is provided with all 
spiritual blessings (Eph. 1:3) as well as guidance 
that we might enjoy our physical lives in the 
most fulfilling way (Matt. 6:33). Nevertheless, 
man has taken upon himself to establish his 
own laws; live according to his own will; in fact, 
to be his own god! 

In his own wisdom man has determined that all 
things have evolved from nothing; that 
humanity is the byproduct of pure chance—the 
result of billions of years of “self-improvement.” 
The elite and educated among us have reached 
the high opinion that religion is a weakness in 
man and that God, neither having been seen nor 
heard, is little more than a fanciful concoction. 
Having thus concluded, man has determined to 
remove God and all to do with Christianity from 
the public domain. Our culture reveals the 
results of such godless philosophies: 
fornication, adultery, immodesty, and social 
drinking is accepted as a part of everyday life; 
abortion (murder of pure innocence) is legal; 
homosexuality (an abomination in the eyes of 
God – Lev. 18:22) is accepted and promoted; no 
less than 50% of all marriages end in divorce; 
single parent homes are in abundance; violent 
crime is ever increasing; children are giving 
birth to children; junior high and high school 
age youth are murdering their fellow students; 
metal detectors are being placed in schools; inch 
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Jesus Knew He Was Going To The Cross 
Article Selected 

W as the cross a surprise to Jesus?  Did 
He know that was coming?  Some have 
suggested that the cross was “Satan’s 

plan” and was “not in God’s plan” or part of 
“God’s will.”  They suggest that God had “an 
altar” in mind but “crucifixion” was Satan’s 
idea.  Does Scripture support that conclusion? 
First, there is the reality that Jesus was crucified 
by man, no question.  God did not kill His 
Son.  But, consider all of the realities 
surrounding the death of Jesus that were part of 
God’s redemptive plan and 
understanding.  Jesus was betrayed by a 
“friend” (Psa. 41:9) for “30 pieces of 
silver” (Zech. 11:12).  He was “hated without a 
cause” (Psa. 69:4), and He gave His “back” to 
be struck and was spit upon (Isa. 50:6).  He 
was “rejected” by His own, “stricken,” 
“oppressed,” “afflicted,” “wounded,” 
“bruised” (“pierced,” ESV), and “chastised” with 
“stripes” (Isa. 53:3-7).  Yet, “He opened not 
His mouth” (Isa. 53:7).  God knew that all of 
this was going to happen.  It was a part of the 
redemptive plan.  So, how was the cross not part 
of God’s redemptive plan if all of this was? 
Second, consider the prophecies made in the 
Old Testament surrounding His death.  He was 
associated with “the wicked” and “the 
transgressors” in His death (Isa. 
53:9, 12).  Psalm 22 is full of prophetic detail 
about Him being “forsaken” by His God (22:1), 
mocked by those who “shoot out the lip” and 
“shake the head” (22:7-8), having people 
“divide” His garments and “cast lots” for them 

(22:18).  Prophecies indicate that He would be 
given “gall” and “vinegar to drink” (Psa. 
69:21).  In all of this, “not one” of His bones 
was “broken” (Psa. 34:20).  All of this was 
prophesied as part of God’s redemptive 
plan.  Are we to believe the cross was not in 
view? 
Third, consider the very explicit prophecies 
made in the Old Testament and by Jesus 
Himself regarding the cross.  Psalm 
22:16 states, “They pierced My hands and My 
feet.”  What does that mean if it is not 
crucifixion?  Zechariah 12:10 also prophesied 
of Jesus, “whom they pierced.”  When 
“God” (i.e., “Jehovah,” Matt. 3:3) came to this 
earth (John 1:1, 14; Matt. 1:23), He said that 
He would “be lifted up” (John 3:14; cf. Num. 
21:9).  By saying that He would “be lifted up,” 
John states that Jesus was “signifying by what 
death He would die” (12:32-33; 18:31-
32).  Jesus not only knew that they would “mock 
Him, and scourge Him, and spit on Him, and 
kill Him” (Mark 10:34), but He knew for 
certain that they would “crucify” Him (Matt. 
20:19).  It was in the eternal plan! 
Jesus was “foreordained before the foundation 
of the world” (1 Pet. 1:19-20), as part of “the 
determined purpose and foreknowledge of 
God” (Acts 2:23), to be “slain” (Rev. 13:8) for 
our sins!  God did not kill Jesus, anymore than 
He spit upon Him.  But it was all purposed by 
God (and thus, permitted) to redeem us from 
the power of the devil!  Jesus knew! 

by inch our government is taking more control of 
our lives thereby eroding our religious liberties. 
And still we wonder what is wrong with our 
country! 

Even among "religiously minded” folks 
Christianity has become tradition. For most 
Americans, worship and religion is little more 
than another part of their social life; Christianity 
is what they do for an hour on Sunday (or 
Saturday - depending on your religious “choice”). 
Worship, which should be to honor, praise and 
glorify God, has become an “experience,” an 
event where “Christians” display their talents on 
stage to the applause of their fellow congregants; 
from the pulpit men (and even women, against 
the will of God and His New Testament pattern) 
preach philosophy, psychology, and ideology 

rather than gospel truth. Christ is not lifted up, 
but man. Instead of worshipping in “spirit and in 
truth” God is worshiped in emotion and opinion. 
Faith has been replaced with feeling; the Bible 
with tradition; worship with wow; Christianity 
with custom. And sadly, the church of our Lord, 
the blood bought body of Christ is but an 
afterthought among professed Christians. How 
sad it is that many have found it necessary to 
“move the fence.” 

“Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto 

them that put their trust in him. Add thou not 

unto his words, lest he reprove thee, and thou be 

found a liar.” (Proverbs 30:5-6)  
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Upcoming Events 
 
TODAY!: Brandon Starling of Tyler, TX will be 
guest preaching for us. He is a possible preacher 
candidate and we encourage everyone to be here. 
We will also be having a potluck luncheon  after 
the morning worship with an afternoon service. 
Please bring a potluck dish and dessert to share. 
(There will be no July Potluck.) 
 
Sunday, July 10: Youth Devotional after evening 
services. Boys bring drinks, girls bring desserts. 
 
Friday, July 22: Family Fellowship night  at 
6:30pm at the building. Please bring finger foods 
and games.  
 
 
Area Events (More info on the bulletin board in 
the hallway): 
 
July 17-22: Peach Valley Youth Camp. Applica-
tions can be found online at peachvalleyaim.com 
 
 
Aug. 5-7: Discipleship University 
 
 
 

Prayer List 
 
Prayer Requests:  
Valerie Ramsey has been diagnosed with sepsis. 
She is taking strong antibiotic shots and is im-
proving. 
 
Veronica Serenil’s medical tests came back nor-
mal and would like to thank everyone for their 
continued prayers for her health. 
 
 

Members 
Jeff Cannady, Les Daltry, Kin and Sandra Marie, 
Ann Pantel, Veronica Serenil, Clark Withers, Dee 
Gilpatrick, Faye Henderson. 
 

 
 

Service Roster 
Week of June 26, 2022 
 

Sunday Morning 
Scripture Reading ............................. Ken Dorries 
Song Leader .......................................... Rick Bass 
 
Opening Prayer ............................... Jeff Cannady 
Closing Prayer...............................Mike Atkinson 
 
Lord’s Supper & Offering 
Bread ................................................. Ken Dorries 
Cup ......................................... Clifton Rutherford 
Offering ............................................. Dan Fielder 
Assist ............................................... Jeff Cannady 
Assist ..................................................... Rick Bass  
Assist ............................................... Steve Randle  
 

Sunday Evening 
Song Leader .................................... Jeff Cannady 
 
Opening Prayer ...................... Clifton Rutherford 
Closing Prayer..................................... Ron White 
 
Lord’s Supper & Offering…………. ... Ken Dorries,  
Clifton Rutherford 
 

Wednesday Evening 
Adult Class .......................................... Ron White 
Song Leader ............................ Kirk FitzSimmons 
Devotional .......................................... Ron White 
 

Other 
Usher................................................ Allen Clifton 
Prepare Communion—July ...................... Randle 
 

Congregational News 
Birthdays 
Vergie Shelton…....……………………..……....June 26 
Peggy Matlock…....……………………..……....June 28 
 
 

Anniversaries 
Rick & Rieke Bass…..….…..…………...….....June 27  
Harvey & Della Rampley...…………...….....June 28  

If you have any prayer requests or upcoming  

events to be announced, please contact our  

secretary, Nina Siegel, at (361) 573-0030. 

Food Helpers for the month of July    -  Team A.   



Service Times 
Sunday Morning Bible Class……………….9:00 a.m. 
Sunday Morning Worship………………...10:00 a.m. 
Sunday Evening Worship…………………..5:00 P.M. 
Wednesday Bible Class……………………….7:00 p.m. 
  

Attendance Records 
Week of June 19, 2022 
 
A.M. Bible Class……………………………………..….60 

A.M. Worship…………………….………………………74 
P.M. Worship…………………………………………....52 
Wednesday Bible Class……..…………..…..……....67 

Offering week of June 19, 2022.………........$3,519 
 
 

Supported Works 
John & Carla Moore Bible Land Passages 
Anthony Scherffius Southwest School of Bible Studies 

5901 N. Main 
Victoria, TX 77904 
361-573-0030 
midtowncoc2017@gmail.com 

Weekly Communication!  To receive the Midtown Messenger and other congregational news to your inbox each 
week, please email events.midtowncoc@gmail.com. 

Our Elders 
Mark FitzSimmons 
Ronnie Scherffius 
Ron White  
 

Our Deacons 
James Cammock—Evangelism 
Lupe Escojido— Benevolence 
Bryant Siegel—Education and Finance 
 

Our Preacher 
Ronnie Scherffius 

 

Weekly Reading 
But Peter and the other apostles answered and 
said: “We ought to obey God rather than men.” 

Acts 5:29  
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