
Will 2022 Be The Year… (Continued) 
By Ronnie Scherffius 

W ith a full week of the New Year behind 
you, what has changed in your life 
from last year? What resolutions have 

you determined to keep? What resolutions have 
you already broken? How many New Year’s 
resolutions involved your spiritual life and 
involvement in the church? Last week we 
pondered what the year 2022 would be for us. 
Let’s pose a few more questions to direct our 
minds to our own work in the Lord’s kingdom.  

Will 2022 be the year you take the great 
commission seriously? How many Bible studies 
did you have with family or friends last year? 
Are you known by your coworkers as a person 
who takes their spiritual life seriously and also 
shows an interest in their spiritual well being? 
Are your conversations with your family, 
friends, coworkers more about secular things or 
are they Bible centered? Jesus admonished His 
disciples, “Go ye therefore, and teach all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 
Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever 
I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you 
always, even unto the end of the world. 
Amen” (Mt. 28:19-20). Do we spend more time 
debating/affirming baptism and less time 
actually going and teaching? Will 2022 be the 
year you actually take the great commission 
seriously and bring a soul to Christ? 

Will 2022 be the year you approach the elders 
and ask, “What can I do?” Members of the 
church are often heard complaining about what 
is not being done or what is not right. Will 2022 
be the year that you approach the elders and 

say, “What can I do to help the church.” Perhaps 
you can help the church in physical matters or it 
may be that your skill-set is better suited for the 
Bible class or other spiritual things. All 
members of the church should be involved in 
the work of the local church in some way; will 
2022 be the year you approach the elders and 
say, “Put me to work.” 

Will 2022 be the year that you put the past 
behind you and move forward? The apostle Paul 
said, “Brethren, I count not myself to have 
apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting 
those things which are behind, and reaching 
forth unto those things which are before” (Phil. 
3:13). Sometimes we allow past failures to keep 
us from being the best we can be now. Imagine 
if Moses, Peter, or Paul allowed past mistakes to 
keep them from doing what was needed to be 
done! Not a one of us is perfect. We all have 
sinned and come short of the glory of God 
(Rom. 3:23). But in Christ, we have forgiveness 
and the promise of God that our past sins and 
iniquities will be remembered no more (Heb. 
8:12). We would do well to begin 2022 with 
Paul’s attitude: “I can do all things through 
Christ which strengtheneth me” (Phil. 4:13). 
Will 2022 be the year you leave the past in the 
past and stand in the strength of Christ? 

Will 2022 be the year that you remove the 
distractions from your life that are hindering 
you from being the best you can be for the Lord? 
One of the greatest questions ever asked Jesus 
was, “Good Master, what shall I do that I may 
inherit eternal life?” (Mark 10:17). After 
enumerating various commands of the law, 
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Matthew 7:1-5 contains that well known verse, 

“Judge not that you be not judged.” 

This has been a misquoted and misunderstood 

section of scripture because some have taken 

this to mean that Jesus is implying that not 

judging someone involves a complete 

acceptance of a sinful lifestyle. This obviously 

isn’t the case since later in this same chapter He 

tells us that we can judge others based on their 

fruits. How will we know if a “sheep” is really a 

“wolf” in disguise?  

We can sort the wool from the wolves by judging 

the actions of both.  

Some level of judgment, then, must be passed 

on our part, but this is not to be an action of 

belittlement. Jesus will masterfully use the 

illustration of the plank-eyed man attempting to 

remove a speck out of another’s eye. Notice how 

our Lord doesn’t reprimand the attempt to 

remove the speck, but that we can see the speck 

better when that metaphorical plank is removed 

from our own eye.  

Jesus is not teaching an acceptance of sin, nor is 

it a lack of love. Unconditional love is a 

requirement, but Jesus shows that it is possible 

to love the sinner and hate the sin. A speck can 

keep us from the narrow gate just as easily as a 

plank can-- and both should be removed.  

Here are three thoughts to consider on these 

verses 

• Our own planks aren’t as obvious to us as 

they are to others. Before becoming agitated 

and aggravated with a brother or sister we 

should keep in mind that they may not know 

what is so obvious to others.  

• Our eyes must be clear if we are ever going to 

help others. 

• Jesus is not saying we shouldn’t help, but 

that we are required to.  

Jesus ultimately admonished a young man, “One 
thing thou lackest: go thy way, sell whatsoever 
thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt 
have treasure in heaven: and come, take up the 
cross, and follow me” (Mar, 10:21). This young 
ruler was attentive to the law, but distracted by 
his wealth. His wealth was the most important 
thing in his life; it stood between him and true 
devotion to God. Perhaps it is not wealth that 
hinders you but recreation, career, hobbies, 
family, politics, education, or general 
involvement in worldly affairs. Will 2022 be the 
year that you remove those things that stand 
between you and God so that you can save 

yourself and be the most effective in the Lord’s 
work? 

The year 2022 will be for you what you make it to 
be. It may be another year of mediocrity. It may 
be a year that you take a step backward. It may be 
the greatest year of your life. It may be the year 
that you evaluate yourself, your abilities, your 
work and involvement in the Lord’s church and 
become truly what you have always desired to be 
— a true worker for the Lord. It is up to you. 
What will the year 2022 be for you? 

Midtown will be hosting our Ladies’ Day on 

Saturday, February 5th, 2022. Our speaker 

will be the lovely Lakesha Garza from the Ad-

ams Street church of Christ. Registration & 

Breakfast will be from 8:30am-9:15am and 

lunch will be provided. 



Upcoming Events 
 
Today! - There will be a Ladies Day meeting to-
day at 4pm in the Fellowship Hall. 
 
Tonight!—Monthly youth devo after evening wor-
ship services at the Scherffius home. Boys bring 
drinks, girls bring desserts. 
 
Monday, Jan. 10th—Teens Bible Basics 
@6:30pm at the building. 
 
Friday, Jan. 14th—Teens Game Night with 
Friends at 6:30pm.  
 
Area Events (More info on the bulletin board in 
the hallway): 
 
Sat. Jan. 29—Soul Winner’s Workshop hosted by 
Dripping Spring church of Christ.  
 
Sat. Jan 29—BSC hosting their Ladies Day.  
 

Prayer List 
Prayer Requests 
 
Georgeann Savoie—who requested prayers on 
her behalf. She is homebound due to her back/
neck issues.  Richard Hill, who is in PAM Rehab. 
Ann Pantel, who recently was in the hospital due 
to a fall. She is now at PAM Rehab. (If you would 
like to send a card to Ann, she is in room 206).  
Sam Dilbeck, gospel preacher in Brighton, CO, 
who has COVID.  Guadalupe Rodriguez’s mother 
who had a heart attack. Lenny Moore who is at 
PAM rehab in Victoria. 
 

Members 
Jeff Cannady, Les Daltry, Scott DeDear, Ken and 
Sandra Marie, Ann Pantel, Veronica Serenil, 
Clark Withers, Dee Gilpatrick, Faye Henderson, 
Sandy Malone. 
 

 
 

Service Roster 
Week of January 9, 2022 
 

Sunday Morning 
Announcements .............................. Bryant Siegel 
Scripture Reading ................... Kirk FitzSimmons 
Song Leader .......................................... Rick Bass 
 
Opening Prayer ................................. Dan Fielder 
Closing Prayer............................... Lupe Escojido 
 
Lord’s Supper & Offering 
Bread ..................................... Mark FitzSimmons 
Cup .......................................... Ronnie Scherffius 
Offering ............................................... Ron White 
Assist ......................................... James Cammock 
Assist ............................................. Lupe Escojido  
Assist ............................................... Bryant Siegel  
 

Sunday Evening 
Announcements .............................. Bryant Siegel 
Song Leader ...................................... Ken Dorries 
 
Opening Prayer ..................................... Rick Bass 
Closing Prayer.........................Freddie Scherffius 
 
Lord’s Supper & Offering…………. .. Ron White &  
Lupe Escojido 
 

Wednesday Evening 
Adult Class .............................. Ronnie Scherffius 
Song Leader ................................... Will Burleson  
Devotional .......................................... Ron White 
 

Other 
Usher................................................ Allen Clifton 
Prepare Communion ............................................ 
 

Congregational News 
Birthdays 
Richard Hill .............................................. Jan.  11 
James S. Reeves ....................................... Jan.  12 
Rick Bass .................................................. Jan.  15 

If you have any prayer requests or upcoming  

events to be announced, please contact our  

secretary, Nina Siegel, at (361) 573-0030. 

Food Helpers for the month of January   -  Team A. 

There is a  list of teams on the bulletin board.  

Sign up sheets for hosting Youth Devos, pre-

paring communion, and opening & closing 

the building for 2022 are on the bulletin 

board in the hallway. 

LADIES—A sign up sheet will be on the 

bulletin board in the hallway for food that 

is needed for our Ladies Day on Feb. 5th. 

Please sign up.  



Service Times 
Sunday Morning Bible Class……………….9:00 a.m. 
Sunday Morning Worship………………...10:00 a.m. 
Sunday Evening Worship…………………..5:00 P.M. 
Wednesday Bible Class……………………….7:00 p.m. 
  

Attendance Records 
Week of January 2, 2022 
 
A.M. Bible Class……………………………………..….48 

A.M. Worship…………………………………………….72 
P.M. Worship…………………………………………....34 
Wednesday Bible Class……..………….…………....44 

Offering week of January 2, 2022…….…...$3,135 
 
 

Supported Works 
Mani Pagidipalli India 
John & Carla Moore Bible Land Passages 
Anthony Scherffius Southwest School of Bible Studies 

5901 N. Main 
Victoria, TX 77904 
361-573-0030 
midtowncoc2017@gmail.com 

Weekly Communication!  To receive the Midtown Messenger and other congregational news to your inbox each 
week, please email events.midtowncoc@gmail.com. 

Our Elders 
Mark FitzSimmons 
Ronnie Scherffius 
Ron White  
 

Our Deacons 
James Cammock—Evangelism 
Lupe Escojido— Benevolence 
Bryant Siegel—Education and Finance 
 

Our Preacher 
Ronnie Scherffius 

 

Weekly Reading 
“And when he was gone forth into the way, there 

came one running, and kneeled to him, and 
asked him, Good Master, what shall I do that I 

may inherit eternal life?” Mark 10:17 

midtowncoc.org 


