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NEEDED: Faithful Servants!

By Mike Bonner

faithful men and women to glean from in

the word of God. It has been men and
women of God who have given us powerful
examples of courage, tenacity, and service to
God and man. When considering being a
faithful servant today, some questions arise,
such as “what is a faithful servant?” “What is
required to be a faithful servant of God?” “Who
can be one?” “How can service be
accomplished?” “Why is it needed?” Hopefully
we can answer these great questions and seek to
increase our faith and service to the Lord, His
people and the society we abide in to the glory of
God (Mt. 5:13-16).

What is a Faithful Servant? What is required
from them as servants of God? A faithful servant
is one who is trustworthy to the Master. Paul
said, “moreover it is required in stewards, that a
man be found faithful” (1Cor. 4:2). This one
pays attention to details. Jesus stated, “he that
is faithful in little is faithful in much...”, He on
another occasion, would also commend for their
faithfulness in little things (Lk. 16:10; 19:17). A
faithful servant today looks like Pricilla and
Aquila or Phebe and Philemon, just common
persons in Christ who are working out their
salvation (Phil. 2:12). Furthermore, faithful
servanthood is seen in men like, Fortunatus,
Achaicus and Stephans, for Paul said they
refreshed his spirit in their addiction to the
ministry, in other words, their service (1 Cor.
16:15-18).

The church of Christ is so blessed to have

Who can be a servant of God? This question is
good for many reasons. Everyone who is in
faithful standing with Christ can be a servant of
His. Those who cause divisions and offences
contrary to the teachings of Christ are not
servants of God. Paul stated clearly, “for they
that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ,
but their own belly...” (Rom. 16:18). Therefore,
anyone in Christ who is not contrary to the will
of God can fulfill the services of Christ as said by
Him, “inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of
the least of these my brethren, ye have done it
unto Me” (Mt. 25:40). The question we must ask
ourselves as Christians is, “am I willing to deny
myself, take up my cross and follow Him” (Mt.
16:24). If the answer is yes, there is nothing to
keep us away from having this attitude,

that I may know Him and the
power of His resurrection and the
fellowship of His suffering, being
made conformable unto His death
(Phil. 3:9-11)

How can the service of the Lord be
accomplished? When considering the work of
the local congregation, she is to be fervent
(Rom. 12:11) in EVANGELISM, EDIFICATION
and BENEVOLENCE. However, this article is
not to exhaust those important topics. Yet, here
is the point, as members of the church of Christ,
we must find our strengths and talents and work
within those and get better in those things we’re
weak in. For example, Barnabas was a great
encourager and strove in that area (Acts 4:36ff).
Philemon was very hospitable. Aquila and



Pricilla were a great husband and wife team in
the Lord (Acts 19). Epaphroditus was strong
willed and loving (Phil. 2). Tryphena and
Tryphosa were just laborers to the church and
were commended by Paul for such (Rom. 16:12).

When considering the service we can accomplish
for the Lord in the house of God (1 Tim. 3:15), it
requires us having the desire and receiving the
encouragement to work out that good in which
God begun in us at baptism (Phil. 1:6). We can
further accomplish this work of service by
teaching our children the value of service to the
Lord and how it’s paramount in the life of a
Christian (Eph. 6:1-4). Our families must see the
value of the soul, therefore preparing oneself to
be an influencer and instructor of righteousness
in the area of soul winning (Mt. 16:26ff; 1 Pet.
3:15; Pro. 11:30). Also, to accomplish the role and
privilege of being a faithful servant, we have to
see the need to build up in the most holy faith
(Jude 20). We can do so much when we ban
together for the cause of God, thus bringing Him
glory in all things.

In accomplishing our role as servants of the Lord
in the local work, we must be willing to receive
criticism. This author has learned that zeal is not
always enough to be the best servant the Lord can
have. Those in Rome were told how their zeal

Is your hope a “happy hope”?

Selected Article

Every Christian possesses and is sustained by
hope. There is the “hope” of the resurrection
from the dead (Acts 23:6; 1 Cor. 15). There is
the “hope” of heaven (Col. 1:5; Heb. 6:19).
There is the “hope” of eternal life (Tit. 1:2).
There is the “hope” of brethren in the presence
of Christ (1 Thess. 2:19). There is the “hope” of
seeing Christ’s return (Tit. 2:13).

Of this last entry, there is to be much
anticipation among God’s children. We are to
“eagerly wait for the Savior” to return (Phil.
3:20). We are not only looking for that day but
also “hastening the coming of the day of God” (2
Pet. 3:12). Paul words it this way to his son in
the faith, “...looki ng for the blessed hope and
glorious appearing of our great God and Savior
Jesus Christ” (Titus 2:13). The hope of Christ’s
return is not just a hope that we possess—it is to

wasn’t according to knowledge (Rom. 10:1ff).
One can want to serve the elderly in the
congregation or even want to aid one who is
spiritually ill (as Gal. 6:1 states), yet if they’re not
educated about the elderly Christian and their
situation, they could make the situation worse
and even cause a rupture in fellowship.
Furthermore, if one is spiritually ill and suffering
with fornication and/or illegal substances, if
you’re not cognizant, you can personally get
harmed in the situation. We have to walk in
wisdom and always communicate with the
eldership or someone in the know for the greatest
possible outcome. It is about God being glorified.

In conclusion, let’s do our part in being faithful
to the cause of Christ and His beloved church and
watch the beauty of Jesus be seen in you as the
song says. Our faithful service will result in the
Lord saying, “well done, thy good and FAITHFUL
SERVANT...” Our devotion to the Lord and His
work will cause our works to follow us, meaning,
the things we have done in this body will benefit
those who come after us for years to come and
the Lord will not forget those great works (Rev.
14:13; Heb. 6:10). May we always realize how
valuable faithful service is and how our
faithfulness will help our brethren in their
spiritual walk as well. Let God be true.

be a blessed hope, or a happy hope. We need to
be ones who “love His appearing” (2 Tim. 4:8).
When you consider the hope you have of Jesus’
return, is it a happy hope filled with love?
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Upcoming Events

Nov. 1—Teens Bible Basics @6:30pm at the
building.

Nov. 4— Teens Takeaway Thursday at 6:30pm

Nov. 7—Monthly Potluck luncheon after morning
worship with a 1pm afternoon service. Please
bring a potluck dish to share.

Nov. 14— Monthly Youth Devo after evening ser-
vices at the home of Ron and Mary Jo White.

Area Events—Schertz Lectures Nov. 14-17. More
details are on the hallway bulletin board.

Prayer List
Prayer Requests

Richard Hill who is having health issues.

Members

Jeff Cannady, Les Daltry, Scott DeDear, Ken and
Sandra Marie, Mike McVey, Ann Pantel, Veroni-
ca Serenil, Clark Withers, Dee Gilpatrick, Faye
Henderson, Sandy Malone.

If you have any prayer requests or upcoming
events to be announced, please contact our
secretary, Nina Siegel, at (361) 573-0030.

Service Roster
Week of October 31, 2021

Sunday Morning

Announcements.........ccceeeeeeeeeeennnnn. Bryant Siegel
Scripture Reading........................ Fred Scherffius
Song Leader........ccceeeeueeeeviveeecneeecreenns Rick Bass
Opening Prayer........ccccceeeeecuvneennn. Kevin Sheeran
Closing Prayer.......ccccoceeeeecvveeeeennnen. Dan Fielder
Lord’s Supper & Offering

Bread......oocceeveeniiennieeiecieeeeeeee Jesse Moser
(0151 TSP Leon Morales
Offering......cccccceeeevveeeeveeeeceeeeenneen. Mike Atkinson
ASSISt...eriieeieeieeeeeeee e Dan Fielder
ASSISt.eiiiieeecieeeceeeere e Kirk FitzSimmons
ASSISt...uuiiieieeieeeeee e Steve Randle

Sunday Evening

Announcements.........ccceeeeeeeeeenennnnn. Bryant Siegel
Song Leader........ccocceevvuereienneenneeennne. Isaac Jobes
Opening Prayer.......c.ccccceeeeerennennnne Bryant Siegel
Closing Prayer........cccccceeeevvveeecvveeecnnenn. Ron White
Lord’s Supper & Offering............. Jesse Moser &

Leon Morales

Wednesday Evening

Adult ClasS.....ceeeeeeeeeeeevvennnnnnn. Ronnie Scherffius
Song Leader.........cccceeuveennennn. Kirk FitzSimmons
Devotional .....coooeveeveeeeeeeieeeeeieieenn. Ron White
Other

L O] 4 <) R Allen Clifton
Prepare Communion ..........cccceeeeeeuveeeeeennnen. Bass

Congregational News

Birthdays

Matthias Cammock .......ccoevvvvvvveveereeerennnnne Nov. 2
Mike MCVEY ....coovieriieniieeieeeieeeeeeeeeeaens Nov. 3
J\Y B0z 5 1 1 DN Nov. 6



Our Elders

Mark FitzSimmons
Ronnie Scherffius
Ron White

Our Deacons

James Cammock—Evangelism
Lupe Escojido— Benevolence
Bryant Siegel —Education and Finance

Our Preacher
Ronnie Scherffius

Weekly Reading

“Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.”
Matthew 19:19

Service Times

Sunday Morning Bible Class................... 9:00 A.M.
Sunday Morning Worship..................... 10:00 A.M.
Sunday Evening Worship....................... 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday Bible Class...........ccccecveennnnenn. 7:00 P.M.

Attendance Records
Week of October 24, 2021

AM. Bible ClassS.....cccueeeeeiiieiiiiieeeeeeeeeiieeeeeeenn 59
AM. WOrship.....ccooooiieeeciiieeecee e 84
P.M. WOTShip.....ccoeoiiieiiieciieeeieeciee e 44
Wednesday Bible Class..........cccceevveeerieecneeennen. 51
Offering week of October 24, 2021............ $ 2,618

Supported Works

Mani Pagidipalli India

John & Carla Moore Bible Land Passages

Anthony Scherffius Southwest School of Bible Studies
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Weekly Communication! To receive the Midtown Messenger and other congregational news to your inbox each

week, please email events.midtowncoc@gmail.com.



