Midtown Messenger

Volume 4

February 14, 2021

Issue 7

Trusting In The Lord To Overcome
Psalm 3:1-3

By: Ronnie Scherffius

The treachery of his son Absalom (2 Sam. 15
-18) occasioned David’s writing the Third
Psalm. While this psalm has special rele-
vance to a particular time in the life of King
David, it also serves as a great inspiration for
our faith as we endure the trials and tribula-
tions in our own lives.

David began this psalm highlighting the in-
crease of troubles and the great discourage-
ment that was cast his way: “Lord, how are
they increased that trouble me! many are
they that rise up against me. Many there be
which say of my soul, There is no help for
him in God. Selah” (Ps. 3:1-2; cf. 2 Sam.
15:12; 22:40; 16:18). The daily struggles we
face come from many sources. Like David, we
may have trouble in our homes, but we also
endure difficulties at work and school. Many
find themselves in financial difficulties while
others endure deteriorating health. In our
darkest times, it seems our troubles increase
beyond measure.

Similarly, this life often brings discourage-
ment. The trials of this life can be disheart-
ening, but there are times when discourage-
ment comes from the words of our friends
and associates. Embarking on new journeys
or setting spiritual goals for personal growth
we look to others for strength and encour-
agement. How discouraging it is when the
words we hear only emphasize inadequacies,
weaknesses, or past failures. Though our
troubles may not be to the extremes of Da-
vid, we nevertheless endure increased trou-
ble and discouragement in this life from time
to time.

The remainder of the psalm reveals how Da-
vid’s trust in God as his Protector and Deliv-

erer enabled him to overcome troubles and
discouragements in his life. Let’s consider
this psalm to discover how such a trust in
God will also help us to overcome.

David begins by noting three necessary qual-
ities that a deep abiding faith in God pro-
vides that will see us through troubles and
discouragement: “But thou, O Lord, art a
shield for me; my glory, and the lifter up of
mine head.” (Ps. 3:3)

David readily acknowledged God as his
Protector: “thou, O LORD, are a shield for
me” (3a). God declared to the patriarch Abra-
ham, “I am thy shield” (Gn. 15:1). A shield is
a defensive weapon for protection. Moses an-
nounced to Israel the blessing of having the
Lord as a “shield of help” (Dt. 33:29), and
Joshua recorded that even though surround-
ed by enemies, God gave Israel rest and pro-
tection (Josh. 21:43-45).

As Christians in the sheepfold of Christ, we
have the assurance of the protection of the
Good Shepherd (Jn. 10:10-18, 27-29). And
though “in this world” we may have
“tribulation” we can “be of good cheer” (Jn.
16:33), for our Shepherd ever watches over
and guards our souls.

Because of his abiding trust in God, David
gloried not in himself but God: “thou, O
LORD, art...my glory” (3b). Accomplished men
of history are often identified as “the great.”
Cyrus the Great of Persia and Alexander the
Great of Macedonia were men noted for their
military conquests. In true self-aggrandizing
fashion, Nebuchadnezzar gloried in himself:
Is not this great Babylon, that I have built for
the house of the kingdom by the might of my
power, and for the honour of my



majesty?” (Dan. 4:30) David’s boast was
not in his own majesty but the majesty and
might of God.

Though a man of considered accomplish-
ment and zeal (Gal. 1:13, 14; Phil 3:4-7),
Paul gloried not in himself but in the cross
of Christ and the salvation of God (Gal.
6:14). In physical peril, Paul trusted in God
and was delivered (2 Cor. 1:8-10). Yet, he
readily acknowledged that all suffering in
this life was not worthy to be compared to
the great deliverance and glory that
belongs to all in the life to come who glory
and trust in God (Rom. 8:18). Indeed we
endure difficulties and discouragements in
this life, but glory to God who delivers and
protects us.

Though his enemies increased and discour-
agements were ever present, David’s trust
in God caused him to look to God for en-
couragement: “thou, O LORD, art...the lift-
er up of mine head” (3c). David was a man
who could see the forest in spite of the
trees! Many allow the troubles and discour-
agements of life to become a dark cloud.
They are overwhelmed with darkness. All
they see is negative. When David was cast
down, he looked to God!

“Why art thou cast down, O my soul?
and why art thou disquieted in me?
hope thou in God: for I shall yet
praise him for the help of his counte-
nance.” (Psa. 42:5)

“As with a sword in my bones, mine
enemies reproach me; while they say
daily unto me, Where is thy God? Why
art thou cast down, O my soul? and
why art thou disquieted within me?
hope thou in God: for I shall yet
praise him, who is the health of my
countenance, and my God.” (Psa.
42:10-11)

When facing difficulties do we allow our
souls to be cast down, or do we hope in
God? When we are discouraged by our ene-
mies, or even by those we count as friends,
do we allow our souls to be cast down, or
do we praise God for the spiritual health
and strength He provides to endure all
troubles? Some cannot see the forest for

the trees, we sometimes cannot see the
blessings and joys of heaven for the trou-
bles. Friend, God never promised a life
without trouble, but He has promised His
strength to endure those troubles.

Hear the song of David: “thou, O Lord, art
a shield for me; my glory, and the lifter up
of mine head” (Ps. 3:3). Brethren, let us
never fail to acknowledge that God is our
Protector. Let us cease glorying in our own
strength by seeking to overcome our diffi-
culties through our own means, and let us
glory in God for His deliverance. Let us be
ever mindful that when our heads are held
low because of discouraging circumstances
that it is God who can lift us up. Trusting
in the Lord we will overcome.

Be Happy

Have you ever noticed how some always seem
to be so upbeat and positive? It is not be-
cause everything is going great in their life, or
that things are necessarily going better for
them than everybody else. No, it is because
they choose to be that way. They decide to
look for reasons to be happy and to focus on
the good things. In doing so they attract more
of the same. It doesn’t just happen; they
make it happen.

This is how Paul teaches us to live our

lives. “Rejoice always, pray without ceas-
ing, in everything give thanks; for this is
the will of God in Christ Jesus for you” (1
Thessalonians 5:16-18). As a Christian we
have every reason in the world to rejoice; to-
day, tomorrow and every day. If, we choose to
focus on the spiritual blessings that are ours
in Christ. He has blessed us with the for-
giveness of our sins, salvation from the bond-
age, guilt, and condemnation of sin, power
over the temptations we face, strength to en-
dure the trials of life, love that surpasses
knowledge, peace that passes understanding,
joy unspeakable and full of glory, and hope
eternal. “Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I
will say, rejoice!” (Philippians 4:4).
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PRIVILEGED TO SERVE

Week of February 14, 2021

**subject to change™™

Sunday Morning;:

Announcements: Kevin Sheeran
Scripture Reading: Isaac Jobes

Lord’s Supper & Offering

Communion: Lupe Escojido
Offering: Clifton Rutherford
Prayer

A.M. Opening;: James Cammock
A.M. Closing: Doug Jobes

P. M. Opening;: Ron White

P. M. Closing: Kirk FitzSimmons
Song Leaders:

Sun. A.M. Kevin Sheeran
Sun. P.M.: Fred Scherffius
Wed. P.M.: Rick Bass

Ushers: Allen Clifton
Greeters: Allen Clifton
Wednesday Devo: Ron White
Open/Close Building;:

Membership Survey

On January 29, there was an email sent out with a
link to fill out an online membership survey. If you
would like to have a physical copy of the survey,
please contact Kevin Sheeran.

Sermons are available on our website
www.midtowncoc.org

MidTown’s Bible Classes and Worship services
can be viewed livestream on YouTube. Search
MidTown church of Christ Victoria.

IN NEED OF PRAYERS:

The family of Kasi Jobes. Her grandmother Sue Ar-
terberry, passed away last week. Randy Walker for
his health. Randy is the brother of Becca Weise, a
co~worker of Virginia Escojido. The family of Frank
Farris. Frank passed away last week.

Happy Birthday: Paul Purswell (16); Barbie Dolan,
Kevin Sheeran (18); Curtis Pantel (19)
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| Be anxious for nothing, but in everything
I by prayer and supplication, with thanks-
[ giving, let your requests be made known
H to God,;
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Philippians 4:6

EI:I[:II:II:I[:‘I:‘I:‘[:‘I:‘IJ__‘

s s Y s [ s [ s [ s s s o e Y [ s [ s s s ) — |

“FRIENDLY REMINDER TO CONTINUEF
PRACTICING SOCIAL DISTANCING**

KEEP IN PRAYER
MIDTOWN MEMBERS:

Jeff Cannady

Les Daltry

Ken and Sandra Marie
Wayne Martin

Ann Pantel

Veronica Serenil
Clark Withers

SHUT-INS:

Dee Gilpatrick
Faye Henderson
Charlie Mabe
Sandy Malone

If you would like to add or remove a name on the “Keep in Prayer”
List, please see Nina Siegel.



MIDTOWN CHURCH OF CHRIST

Minister: Ronnie Scherffius
Secretary: Nina Siegel

TIMES OF SERVICES
Sunday Morning Bible Class: 9:00 AM
Sunday Morning Worship: 10:00 AM
Sunday Evening Worship: 5:00 PM
Wednesday Bible Class: 7:00 PM

RECORD OF ATTENDANCE
Week of February 7, 2021

AM. Bible Class.......c..coevviiiiiiniiiiiiiiinninn 46
AM. WOrship.....oooiiiiii e 55
Sunday Evening Worship..............cooeeienn.. 39
Wednesday Bible Class............coeieiieininnnn 34
Offering : February 7, 2021......ccccceeeuuee $4,707

Reading for this week:

“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens
me.” Philippians 4:13

SUPPORTED WORKS
India ~ Mani Pagidipalli
Bible Land Passages - John & Carla Moore

Southwest School of Bible Studies ~ Anthony
Scherffius

GO PAPERLESS!
Want the digital version?
Email us at midtowncoc2017@gmail.com
To receive the MidTown Messenger in your inbox
or visit www.midtowncoc.org

MidTown Church of Christ
5901 N. Main

Victoria, TX 77904

(361) 573-0030
midtowncoc2017@gmail.com




