
“MEM allows us to offer advanced, 
flexible virtual networks as part 
of our private cloud service. 
We plan to develop innovative 
services that integrate cloud 
computing and network services, 
so our recent adoption of SDN/
NFV technology and OpenStack is 
an important turning point.”  said 
Yoshiyuki Hamada, Vice President 
of Technology at Colt Technology 
Services Co., Ltd

Colt is a provider of network, voice, data 
centre and managed cloud services to 
thousands of businesses around the world, 
allowing them to focus on delivering their 
business goals instead of the underlying 
infrastructure. Customers include 18 of the 
top 25 bank and diversified financial groups 
and 19 out of the top 25 companies in 

both global media and telecoms industries 
(Forbes 2000 list, 2014). In addition, Colt 
works with over 50 exchange venues and 
13 European central banks. Colt operates 
across Europe, Asia and and North 
America with connections into over 200 
cities globally. It recently completed the 
acquisition of KVH now Colt Technology 
Services Co. Ltd. an integrated managed 
communications and IT infrastructure 
services business, with headquarters in 
Tokyo and operations in Hong Kong, Seoul 
and Singapore.  Download Colt Factsheet

Colt Technology Services Co., Ltd  is part 
of the larger Colt Group, operating 29 data 
centers around the world. Colt Technology 
Services operates seven distributed Tier-3 
data center facilities in Asia. It also operates 
a global low-latency network, and offers 
scalable managed IT and cloud services to 
companies and service providers around the 
world.   

http://www.colt.net/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/colt_facts-april_20151.pdf


Colt provides two flavors of private cloud 
services, one based on proprietary software 
and the other based on OpenStack. In both 
cases, each tenant receives a dedicated 
cloud environment, including servers, 
switches, storage, firewalls and routers, as 
well as computing management software.

However, the proprietary cloud solution is 
promoted to address compliance issues 
in heavily-regulated markets, whereas the 
OpenStack-based solution is offered to 
mainstream markets.

The OpenStack-based cloud, “Private Cloud 
Type-S”, supports SDN/NFV technology, 
leveraging Midokura Enterprise MidoNet 
(MEM) for network virtualization.  Colt chose 
MEM to avoid expensive network appliance 
upgrades, while improving operational 
efficiency. 

MEM provides built-in advanced network 
services, like virtualized layer 4 load 
balancing, virtual L2/L3 switching, and 
virtualized firewalls. Using a custom portal, 
operators can construct advanced virtualized 
networks and have full control of network 
configurations with complete self-service for 
each tenant. Colt was also impressed by the 
automated “health checks” feature which 
helps with scaling workloads.

 

MEM was chosen for its distributed 
architecture and its LBaaS and FWaaS 
capabilities, which would be expensive to 
purchase and complex to operate if added 
as appliance-based solutions.

In addition, MidoNet Manager offers a 
unified dashboard for virtual objects, tightly 
integrated with OpenStack Horizon. MidoNet 
is far simpler to operate than the previous 
proprietary implementation.

 

Colt wanted a technology supplier with 
Asia-based software development. Since 
Midokura has a development center 
in Tokyo, Colt and Midokura engineers 
have maintained a close collaboration to 
accelerated time to market.

• Mirantis OpenStack

• Midokura Enterprise MidoNet

• Cisco switches, Cisco UCS

• Hardware provided by the customer

• Private Cloud supports multi-region 
and multi-Availability Zone (AZ) 

• Supports hybrid cloud, external 
interfaces to public clouds 

• Supports Internet and external 
connections  
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