
 

RISO PRINTING at MICA, Fall 2020 (Pandemic Edition😷😩) 
 
Students enrolled in Fall 2020 classes at MICA can submit class projects to be Risograph 
Printed on the Printmaking Dept. Risograph in 1515.  
 
A Riso-whaaa? A Risograph is a duplicator machine which uses a stencil and ink system to 
produce vibrant and richly colored printed images. Risograph prints are often described as a 
cross between a photocopy and screenprint. Prints can be made from physical sources, such as 
a drawing on paper, or digital files, such as a Photoshop or Illustrator document. We will be 
printing exclusively from digital files until classes resume in person on campus. Risographs 
excel at high-volume printing, producing many copies quickly, and are an affordable way to print 
art prints and publications.  
 
How can I print? Files can be submitted to us either by our online submission form, or through 
your teacher as part of a class project. Submitted artwork should be print ready, as much as 
possible (details below).  
 

1515 LAB REQUIREMENTS AND SPECIFICATIONS 
 

File Preparation: In order for us to be able 
to print your file, it must meet the following 
requirements: 

- Separated into layers and labeled by 
ink color (i.e. everything you want to 
be printed in blue in one layer, 
labeled “Blue”)  

- In grayscale or black/white 
- A PSD or AI file- NO JPEGS! We 

need access to your separated 
layers.  

- Sized to fit on 8.5x11 inch or 11x17 
inch paper with accommodations for 
the machine’s ¼ inch margin all the 
way around.  

- Include your name in the file name  
 

Ink Colors: All the labs on campus have varying 
ink colors for their machines. At 1515, our lab can 
print with the following colors: 

- Black 
- Bright Red (PMS 185 U, hex F15060) 
- Blue (PMS 3005 U, hex 0078BF) 
- Yellow (PMS Yellow U, hex FFE800) 
- Orange (PMS 021 U, hex FF6C2F) 
- Green (PMS 354 U, hex 00A95C) 
- Fluor. Pink (PMS 806 U, hex FF48B0) 
- Light Teal (PMS 320 U, hex 009DA5) 
- Mint (PMS 324 U, hex 82D8D5) 
- Metallic Gold (PMS 872 U, hex AC936E) 

Refer to our printed chart or view an online 
catalog of riso colors here.  

 
Paper: We are providing all paper for printing this fall for free. Your choices are Cougar Bright 
White 80lb Text and Cougar Bright White 80lb Cover, in either 8.5x11 or 11x17” size. Print 
quantities will be limited to 50 or less except by special request.  
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc7SBCJckYNMsx47H6mVrj3Ab7_rewu6OUVco8bu4XLKnSX6A/viewform?usp=sf_link
http://stencil.wiki/colors
http://stencil.wiki/colors


 

Cost: Wherever possible, the department will cover all printing costs for Printmaking students in 
PR Classes for Fall 2020. Additionally, we will subsidize shipping costs. Exceptions to this will 
be handled on a per-case basis.  
 
File Prep: If you were trying to reproduce this 3-color image, here are the basic steps:  
 

 
 
 
 
Build your image in 
layers. You need to be 
able to separate the 
individual colors to be 
printed separately. Here 
the layers are Black, 
Light Teal and Yellow. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Individual layers (or layers grouped into a folder) can be viewed alone. Here is the Light Teal.  
 
Then, the simplest way to 
make your file print ready 
is to add a Black clipping 
mask over each layer.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To do this, select the layer or folder you wish to mask. 
Click Create a New Layer - it should appear directly above your color or color group.  
Right or Control Click and select Create Clipping Mask.  
That layer is now a mask, connected to your color layer or group.  
Finally, use the paint bucket tool to fill the clipping mask with 100% Black. It should now be 
showing your image, including all gradients and tone, as black rather than your original color.  
 

 
 



 

Pro tip! This works in reverse as well. You can draw in black and grayscale and add a colored 
mask over it to see how it will look printed in any variety of colors.  Here’s a black heart 🖤, 
colored pink 💖.  
 

 
ALSO, if your mask isn’t working properly, and instead is turning EVERYTHING to black or pink 
or whatever, select the Clipping Mask layer, and switch the Blending Mode from Normal to 
Screen.  
 
And since risograph inks are transparent, you can select all the layers and change the Blending 
Mode to Multiply. This will simulate transparent inks blending together.  
 
Further questions can be emailed directly to kvanhorn@mica.edu. We can help with individual 
project help via zoom where necessary.  
 
Thanks, and happy printing!  
Kyle 
 
 
 

mailto:kvanhorn@mica.edu

