Islam means submission
The primal and fundamental conflict in life is not with Shaytaan or society or any
external force. It is with ourselves. Our Nafs. Our desires. This conflict is fundamental
in the sense that when our desires oppose the orders of Allah ﷻand the Sunnah of
Rasoolullah ﷺthe question is, which do we give precedence to? This conflict is so
fundamental that Allah ﷻcalled it the worship of someone other than Himself. And
prohibited Rasoolullah ﷺfrom making dua for or interceding for such people. He said:

َنت تَ ُكو ُن َعلَْي ِه َوكِ ًيل
َ ت َم ِن خاَّتَ َذ إِ ََلَهُ َه َواهُ أَفَأ
َ ْأ ََرأَي
Furqan 25: 43. Have you (O Muhammad )ﷺseen him who has taken as
his ilah (god) his own desire? Would you then be a Wakil (a disposer of his affairs or
a watcher or intercessor) over him?
Every Juma we hear this Ayah in the Khutba where Allah ﷻordered us and said:

ِ َي أَيُّها الخ
اّللَ َح خق تُ َقاتِِه َوالَ ََتُوتُ خن إِالخ َوأَنتُم ُّم ْسلِ ُمو َن
ذ
ين َآمنُواْ اتخ ُقواْ ه
َ َ
َ
A’al Imraan 3: 102. O you who believe! Have Taqwa of Allah as it is His Right that
you should have His Taqwa do not die except in a state of Islam (as Muslims)
Islam means submission. We can only die in the state we lived in. So, let us see what
that is. Are we living in submission to Allah ﷻor in rebellion against Him?

Zaid bin ‘Arqam ( )رضي هللا عنهnarrated that Rasoolullah ﷺsaid: “Whoever says La
ilaaha illal-laahu Muhammad-ur-Rasul Allah… sincerely will enter Jannah.” They asked
him, “And what is the [sign of] sincerity?” He replied, “That this Kalima stops him from
those things which Allah ﷻhas forbidden.” (Tabarani in Muajjam-Al-Wasat)
You will notice that I didn’t translate the word ‘Taqwa’ and mentioned it as it is in the
Ayah. Normally you will see that Taqwa is translated as ‘Fear’… “Fear Allah ﷻas He
should be Feared”. I submit to you that this is an incorrect translation. The Arabic
word for ‘fear’ is Khauf. Allah ﷻsaid about Shaytaan that he said:

ِ ان إِ ْذ قَ َال لِ ِْْلنس
ِ ََكمثَ ِل الشخيط
نك إِِهّن
َ ان ا ْك ُف ْر فَلَ خما َك َفَر قَ َال إِِهّن بَِريءٌ ِهم
ْ
َ
َ
ِ َب الْعال
ي
م
اف خ
ُ َخ
َ َ اّللَ َر خ
َأ
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Hashr 59: 16. (Their allies deceived them) like Shaytaan, when he says to man:
"Disbelieve in Allah." But when (man) disbelieves in Allah, Shaytaan says: "I am free
of you, I fear Allah, the Rabb of the 'Alamin (mankind, jinns and all that exists)!"
Though Shaytaan says that he fears Allahﷻ, this doesn’t stop him from disobeying
Allah ﷻor from attempting to lead others to disobey Him.
Fear is a negative emotion which produces hatred. Ask any child who is cursed with a
merciless teacher who beats him, if he fears that teacher. Ask him if he obeys that
teacher. Ask him if he loves that teacher. Allah ﷻsaid about the believers:

ِ ب
ِ ون
ِ َّاّلل وال
ُِ ًَندادا
ِ ِ ِ
ِ
ِ َوِم َن الن
ين
ذ
ح
ك
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وَن
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اّلل
َ
ْآمنُوا
ُّ
َ
ُ
َ
َ َ َ ْ ُ ه ه
خاس َمن يَتخخ ُذ من ُد ه
ِ ِ ِّل ولَو ي رى الخ ِذين ظَلَمواْ إِ ْذ ي رو َن الْع َذاب أَ خن الْ ُق خوَة
ِِ
َِ ّلل
َجيعاً َوأَ خن
ه
َ َ ْ ََ ُ َ
ََ ْ َ أَ َش ُّد ُحبًّا لل
ِ
ِ يد الْع َذ
اب
ه
َ ُ اّللَ َشد
Baqara 2: 165.

And of mankind are some who take (for worship) others besides

Allah as rivals (to Allah). They love them as they love Allah. But those who believe,
love Allah more (than anything else). If only, those who do wrong could see,
when they will see the torment, that all power belongs to Allah and that Allah is Severe
in punishment.
Allah ﷻdeclared that love for Him is the defining characteristic of the believer. And
that too He didn’t leave it to our imagination about the extent of that love. He said,
‘But those who believe, love Allah most (more than anything else).’
Allah ﷻsaid this even more clearly in Sura Tawba and listed the things we normally
love and spend time and resources in trying to acquire. He said:

ِ
ِ
اج ُك ْم َو َع ِش َريتُ ُك ْم َوأ َْم َو ٌال
ُ آَب ُؤُك ْم َوأَبْنَآ ُؤُك ْم َوإ ْخ َوانُ ُك ْم َوأ َْزَو
َ قُ ْل إن َكا َن
ِ ب إِلَي ُكم ِمن
ِاقَْتفْ تُموها وِِتارةٌ ََّتْ َشو َن َكسادها ومساك
اّلل
أ
ا
َن
و
ض
ر
ت
ن
َ
َ
َ
َ
َح خ ْ ه َ ه
َ ْ ْ ُ َ ََ َ َ َ ْ
َ َ َ َ ُ ََ
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ٍ ِ ِِ
ِِ
اّللُ الَ يَ ْه ِدي الْ َق ْوَم
اّللُ ِِب َْم ِرِه َو ه
صواْ َح خَّت ََيِِْتَ ه
ُ َوَر ُسوله َوج َهاد ِِف َسبِيله فََََتبخ
ِِ
ي
َ الْ َفاسق
Tawba 9: 24. Say: If your fathers, your sons, your brothers, your wives, your
kindred, the wealth that you have gained, the commerce in which you fear a decline,
and the dwellings in which you delight ... are dearer to you than Allah and His
Messenger, and striving hard in His Cause , then wait until Allah brings about His
Decision (punishment). And Allah guides not the people who are Al-Fasiqun.
I submit to you that to love anyone you must first know them. You can’t love someone
you don’t know. Therefore, Allah ﷻintroduced Himself in two ways: By mentioning His
Glory and Majesty and by mentioning His Grace and Generosity. The first set of
attributes produces awe in the heart of the believer; the second, gratitude. He said:
Ayatul Kursi + Sura Al Hashr 22-24 + Sura Ikhlaas followed by Sura AnNaba 6-16 + Ar-Rahman 1-28
You all know these Ayaat. Please reflect on their meaning. We ask Allah ﷻto fill our
hearts with His Glory, Majesty and Noor and gratitude for His blessings, the chief of
them being His Messenger ﷺand the Message; Allah’ﷻs Kalaam, which he brought.
I remind myself and you that for us to have hearts that are responsive, our hearts
must first be purified. Tazkiyyatun Nafs wa Tarbiyyatul Akhlaaq (purification of the
heart and correction of our manners) are the pre-requisite to building a connection
with Allahﷻ. It is only the pure heart which can reflect the Noor of Allah ﷻand be
conscious of it. It is only with a pure heart that we can build a connection with Allahﷻ
and only a pure heart that will benefit us on the day when we meet Allahﷻ, the Day
of Judgment. Allah ﷻsaid:

ال َوَال بَنُو َن
ٌ يَ ْوَم َال يَن َف ُع َم
ٍ اّللَ بَِق ْل
ب َسلِي ٍم
إِخال َم ْن أَتَى خ
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Shu’ara 26: 88. The Day when neither wealth nor sons will be of any benefit,
89. Except him who brings to Allah a clean heart [pure from Shirk, Nifaq, rebellion].
You will recall the series of lectures that I did on Qalbun Saleem in this masjid. Please
listen to them again if you wish. They are on our website. The question I ask myself
and request you to ask yourself is, ‘What are we doing to achieve Qalbun Saleem?’ My
brothers and sisters, the only proof of belief that is acceptable before Allah ﷻis action.
What we don’t do, we can’t claim to believe in. It is as simple as that. All goodness
comes by building our relationship with Allah ﷻfor which we need to work. Love for
Allah ﷻis expressed only in obedience to Him. Nobody who deliberately disobeys
Allah ﷻcan claim to love Him. That claim is a lie which will return to haunt us when
we meet Him. Let us stop fooling ourselves and remember that we too will die.
It is the lack of this submissive spirit which is implied when Allah ﷻsaid:

ِ فَويل لهِْلم
ي
َ صله
َ ُ ٌ َْ
ِِ الخ ِذين هم عن
اهو َن
ُ ص َلِت ْم َس
َ َ ُْ َ
Ma’oun 107: 4. So woe unto those performers of Salat (prayers), 5. Who delay
their Salat (prayer) from their stated fixed times
It is salutary to note that it is not those who don’t pray at all who are being addressed,
warned and criticized here. It is those who pray but delay the Salah to suit their
convenience instead of praying as soon as the time for prayer comes in. Attitude
precedes action and is its root. Therefore, it is our attitude towards Allahﷻ, towards
the Sunnah of Rasoolullah ﷺand towards the Shari’ah of Islam that we must examine
and change. Submission begins in the heart and is expressed in our actions.
It is submission; the attitude, which is the essence of Uboodiah, the worship of Allahﷻ,
which is the essence of Islam. Islam means submission. That is the first lesson we
must learn. This means to make our desires subservient to what Allah ﷻordered.
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Abu Muhammad ‘Abdullah ibn `Amr ibn al-‘Aas ( )رضي هللا عنهsaid; “Rasoolullahﷺ
said; ‘None of you believes until his desire follows that which I have brought.’ ”
[Hujjah, Arbaeen al Nawawiyyah]
Allah ﷻtold us what Shaytaan will say to those who chose to obey their desires (aided
by Shaytan’s whispers):

ِ
اْلَ ِهق َوَو َعدتُّ ُك ْم
ْ اّللَ َو َع َد ُك ْم َو ْع َد
َوقَ َال الشْخيطَا ُن لَ خما قُض َي األ َْمُر إِ خن ه
ِ
ٍ
ِ
َاستَ َجْب تُ ْم ِِل فَل
ْ فَأ
ْ َِل َعلَْي ُكم همن ُس ْلطَان إِالخ أَن َد َع ْوتُ ُك ْم ف
َ َخلَ ْفتُ ُك ْم َوَما َكا َن
ِ ُتَلُوم ِوّن ولُومواْ أَن ُفس ُكم خما أ َََنْ ِِبُص ِرِخ ُكم وما أَنتُم ِِب
ت ِِبَآ
ُ ص ِرخ خي إِِهّن َك َف ْر
ْ ْ ََ ْ ْ
ُ َ ُ
َ
ِِ
ِِ
اب أَلِ ٌيم
َ أَ ْشَرْكتُ ُمون من قَ ْب ُل إِ خن الظخالم
ٌ ي ََلُْم َع َذ
Ibrahim 14: 22. And Shaytân will say when the matter has been decided: "Verily,
Allah promised you a promise of truth. And I too promised you, but I betrayed you. I
had no authority over you except that I called you, so you responded to me. So, blame
me not, but blame yourselves. I cannot help you, nor can you help me. I deny your
former act in associating me as a partner with Allah (by obeying me). Verily, there is
a painful torment for the Zalimun (wrong-doers)."
Allah ﷻordered:

ِ
ِ َي أَيُّها الخ ِذين آمنُواْ ْادخلُواْ ِِف
ِ
ُ
ُالس ْل ِم َكآفخةً َوالَ تَتخبِ ُعواْ ُخطَُوات الشْخيطَان إِنخه
َ َ
َ َ
ه
ي
ٌ ِلَ ُك ْم َع ُد ٌّو ُّمب

Al-Baqarah 2:208 O you who believe! Enter perfectly in Islam (by obeying all the

rules and regulations of Islam) and follow not the footsteps of Shaytân. Verily! He is
your plain enemy.
Please notice once again the language of this warning: “Do not follow the footsteps”;
not, ‘Do not follow Shaytân.’ Following someone implies that the leader you are
following is present and therefore it is likely that there is some form of moral or
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physical compulsion which makes you follow him or her. But following footsteps means
just that; the leader is not present. All you have are his/her tracks. You are the one
who chooses to follow them. You need not have done that. You chose to do it. And
so, you are solely responsible for the consequences of that.
When we choose to submit to Allahﷻ, we automatically refuse to submit to anyone
else. That is the meaning of Tawhid. And thereby we are saved from following the
footsteps of Shaytân. It is in submission that our safety lies, in this world and the next.
Rasoolullah ﷺmade the issue of obeying people and producing that as a proof of
disobeying Allah ﷻand said:

On the authority of an-Nu’man ibn Basheer ( )رضي هللا عنهwho said: I heard the
Messenger of Allah ( )ﷺsay, “That which is lawful is clear and that which is unlawful
is clear, and between the two of them are doubtful matters about which many people
do not know. Thus, he who avoids doubtful matters clears himself in regard to his
religion and his honor, but he who falls into doubtful matters [eventually] falls into
that which is unlawful, like the shepherd who pastures around a sanctuary, all but
grazing therein. Truly every king has a sanctuary, and truly Allah’s sanctuary is His
prohibitions. Truly in the body there is a morsel of flesh, which, if it is whole, all the
body is whole, and which, if it is diseased, all of [the body] is diseased. Truly, it is the
heart.” [Bukhari & Muslim]
We are very concerned about physical cardiac health and get annual checks done and
are prepared to undergo any amount of pain and expense to ensure that the pump
keeps pumping. But what about the spiritual health of the heart, which Rasoolullahﷺ
mentioned here? What are we prepared to do to ensure that our hearts are healthy in
a way that will outlast our death? One day the pump will stop. But the spirit will
remain. I can say with total confidence that the single most dangerous creature to our
everlasting life is the one we see in the mirror. That is the one who we must fight. As
the Cherokee Chief said to his grandson, “There are two wolves fighting each other,
inside every one of us. One is for goodness and the other is for evil.” The little boy
asked, “But who will win, Grandpa?” The Chief replied, “The one you feed.”

6

There are only two reasons why we disobey Allah ;ﷻto please ourselves or to please
other people. About the first Allah ﷻcalled it Shirk; worshipping our desires instead of
Allah ﷻand prohibited Rasoolullah ﷺfrom making dua for such people. May Allahﷻ
save us from ourselves. He said:

َنت تَ ُكو ُن َعلَْي ِه َوكِ ًيل
َ ت َم ِن خاَّتَ َذ إِ ََلَهُ َه َواهُ أَفَأ
َ ْأ ََرأَي
Furqan 25: 43. Have you (O Muhammad )ﷺseen him who has taken as
his ilah (god) his own desire? Would you then be a Wakil (a disposer of his affairs or
a watcher or intercessor) over him?
About obeying or trying to please other people or committing sins to be considered
cool or in or with it and so on, Rasoolullah ﷺsaid:
It was narrated from ‘Abdullah bin Mas’ud (RA) that Rasoolullah ﷺsaid: “Among those

in charge of you, after I am gone, will be men who extinguish the Sunnah and follow
innovation. They will delay the prayer from its proper time.” I said: “O Messenger of
Allah, if I live to see them, what should I do?” He said: “You ask me, O Ibn ‘Abd, what
you should do? There is no obedience to one who disobeys Allah.”
Rasoolullah ﷺsaid: “There is no obedience to any human being if it involves sin;

obedience is only in that which is right and proper.” [Tirmidhi Vol. 4, Book 11,
Hadith 2518]
Rasoolullah ﷺsaid: “There is no obedience to any human being if it involves

disobedience of Allah.” [Bukhari, 7257; Muslim, 1840]
For those who are happy with selective obedience, Allah ﷻwarned them and declared:

ِ
ِ َض الْ ِكت
ٍ اب َوتَ ْك ُفُرو َن بِبَ ْع
ِ أَفَتُ ْؤِمنُو َن بِبَ ْع
ك ِمن ُك ْم
َ ض فَ َما َجَزاء َمن يَ ْف َع ُل َذل
ِ ْ إِالخ ِخزي ِِف
ِ ِ
ِ َش هِد الْع َذ
اّللُ بِغَافِ ٍل
اب َوَما ه
َ َ اْلَيَاة الدُّنْيَا َويَ ْوَم الْقيَ َامة يَُرُّدو َن إِ ََل أ
ٌْ
َع خما تَ ْع َملُو َن

Al-Baqara 2:85 … Then do you believe in a part of the Scripture and reject the rest?
Then what is the recompense of those who do so among you, except disgrace in the
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life of this world, and on the Day of Resurrection they shall be consigned to the most
grievous torment. And Allah is not unaware of what you do.
As someone said, “You know what the most frightening thing about Ramadan is?” To
know that it is not Shaytân. It is me.” And as someone else said, “Selective obedience
is disobedience.” To selectively obey one rule, is to consciously choose to disobey
another. That is arrogance, the opposite of submission. Arrogance is the attitude which
leads most surely to Jahannam. It was arrogance that did Shaytân in and consigned
him to the flames. He was arrogant (and racist) and when he was ordered to make
Sujood to Adam (AS) he said:

ِ
ِ
َ ُك أَالخ تَ ْس ُج َد إِ ْذ أ ََم ْرت
َ قَ َال َما َمنَ َع
ُك قَ َال أ َََنْ َخ ْريٌ همْنهُ َخلَ ْقتَِِن من خَن ٍر َو َخلَ ْقتَه
ٍ ِمن ِط
ي
A’araf 7: 12. (Allah) said: "What prevented you (O Iblis) that you did not prostrate,
when I commanded you?" Iblis said: "I am better than him (Adam), You created me
from fire, and him You created from clay."
Contrast this with the attitude of Adam (AS) and Hawwa (AS) when they disobeyed
Allahﷻ, but then realized what they had done. They said:

ِ اْل
ِ قَاالَ ربخنَا ظَلَمنَا أَن ُفسنَا وإِن خَّل تَ ْغ ِفر لَنَا وتَر ََحْنَا لَنَ ُكونَ خن
ِ
ين
ر
اس
ن
م
ْ
َ
ْ
َْ ْ ْ َ َ
َ
َ
َ
A’araf 7: 23. They said: "Our Rabb! We have wronged ourselves. If You forgive us
not, and bestow not upon us Your Mercy, we shall certainly be of the losers."
The cardinal difference between these two attitudes is the response to the realization
of wrongdoing. One is to delay Istighfaar wa Tawba; to delay repentance. The other
is to immediately accept responsibility and seek forgiveness. Let us check where our
attitude places us; with Iblis (Shaytaan) or with Adam (AS)? They are opposites.
Let us do a self-check. Let us ask ourselves this primary question, “What is more
important to me? What pleases Allah ﷻor what pleases me?” We have created a
system where we have decided to redo what Allah ﷻruled. That is what Firawn of
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Egypt did. Today we are in his place. We are saying, “I am the Law Maker.” Ask
yourself what that will mean when we meet the real Law Maker. Who will we be
clubbed with? Is that where we want to be? If not, what is the plan to save ourselves?
Where do we stand? Today, if we find that desirable what Allah ﷻmade Haraam, we
have made it acceptable and permissible for ourselves. We do it, enjoy it, take pride
in it. If not, we reject the Haraam and pretend that we are doing it to please Allahﷻ.
I say ‘pretend’ because if it were indeed to please Allahﷻ, then we would reject
everything that Allahﷻ

prohibited. Not selectively. Selective obedience is

disobedience. Selective obedience is arrogance.
Consider our attitude to eating pork and compare it to drinking alcohol, gambling and
music. Rasoolullah ﷺsaid: “Among my ummah there will certainly be people who

permit Zina, silk, alcohol and musical instruments…” (Narrated by al-Bukhaari
ta’leeqan, no. 5590; narrated as mawsool by al-Tabaraani and al-Bayhaqi. See alSilsilah al-Saheehah by al-Albaani, 91).
Shaikh Naseeruddin Albani (R) says, “This hadeeth indicates in two ways that musical
instruments and enjoyment of listening to music are Haraam. The first is the fact that
Rasoolullah ﷺsaid: “[they] permit” which clearly indicates that the things mentioned,
including musical instruments, are Haraam according to Shari’ah, but those people will
permit them. The second is the fact that musical instruments are mentioned alongside
things which are definitely known to be Haraam, i.e. Zina and alcohol: if they (musical
instruments) were not Haraam, why would they be mentioned alongside these things?
(adapted from al-Silsilah al-Saheehah by al-Albaani, 1/140-141)
Consider what we have done with gambling and clubs. What do you call being a
member of the Hyderabad (or any other) Race Club? Halaal or Haraam? What do you
call being a member of a club which has a bar, card room and has dance parties with
all that it means? Halaal or Haraam? I am sure you all know that being a member of
a club means to be a shareholder in that business. Would you consider being a
shareholder in a liquor company, bookie firm or an entertainment company that
organizes dance parties, Halaal or Haraam? Then how is being a member of a club
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where all this happens in your name, whether you are aware or not and whether you
like it or not, Halaal? For those who say that they do it only for the gym and sports, I
say to you, that you know the answer to that lamest of excuses. The obvious solution
is to start a Halaal Club of your own where none of these Haraam activities happen
and where you can do your sports and gym in a safe atmosphere with your family.
But you will never do that as long as you consider what Allah ﷻmade Haraam, to be
Halaal. The choice is ours because one day we will meet Allahﷻ.
Some of you may wonder why I said, ‘Safe atmosphere.’ Are you asking yourself,
“How is Secundrabad Club and Nizam Club, unsafe?” I invite you to reflect on what
your definition of safety is. Is it only physical? Or is it also safety of the heart, the
mind and the spirit? If it is the latter; and that is what the definition is, in Islam; then
being in and taking your children to be in an atmosphere of the open disobedience of
Allah ﷻis more lethal than walking through an inner city in America. The most that
can happen to you in an inner city is that you can get mugged and your wallet stolen.
But in an atmosphere where sin is normalized, even aspirational, what is stolen from
you is far more difficult to replace. And if you don’t replace it, it will go with you into
your grave and arise with you on the Day of Judgement and be with you thereafter.
But when we have normalized sin and the disobedience of Allah ﷻin our homes,
through Haraam TV programs, gana parties and you know better, sin no longer stinks.
We have learnt not only to accept the stench, but to savor its aroma.
The key is to decide if in fact we will meet Allah ﷻone day or not. If the answer is,
YES, then ask yourself how you can go to bed tonight without resigning your club
membership. If you can go to bed without that, then you know what that means. For
those who make the lamer than lame excuse, “My father doesn’t allow me to resign
my membership otherwise I would have resigned a long time ago”, my answer is, “If
you didn’t know the Hadith of Rasoolullah ﷺabout not obeying anyone in sin and
disobedience of Allahﷻ, you know it now.” Add to this what Allah ﷻsaid, which you
have heard from me many times before:
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ِاْلنسا َن بِوالِ َديْ ِه حسنًا وإ
ِ وو خ
ِ اه َد َاك لِتُ ْش ِرَك
ك بِِه ِع ْل ٌم
ي
ل
ا
م
ِب
ج
ن
َ
َ َس ل
َ
ْ
َ
َ
َ ُْ
ََ
َ َ ْ صْي نَا
َ
ِل َم ْرِج ُع ُك ْم فَأُنَبِهئُ ُكم ِِبَا ُكنتُ ْم تَ ْع َملُو َن
فَ َل تُ ِط ْع ُه َما إِ َ خ
Ankabut 29: 8. And We have enjoined on man to be good and dutiful to his parents,
but if they strive to make you join with Me (in worship) anything (as a partner) of
which you have no knowledge, then obey them not. Unto Me is your return, and I
shall tell you what you used to do.
To deliberately do what Allah ﷻmade Haraam is Shirk and Kufr. It is to join yourself
or your instigators as partners with Allahﷻ. We know the incident of Adi bin Hatim atTayi (RA), before he accepted Islam and came to visit Rasoolullah ﷺand was wearing
a cross as a pendant round his neck. Rasoolullah ﷺsaw this and recited this Ayah:

ِ ون
ِ اّلل والْم
ِ خاَّتَ ُذواْ أَحبارهم ورْهب َاَنُم أَرَبَب ِمن د
يح ابْ َن َم ْرََيَ َوَما أ ُِمُرواْ إِالخ
س
ُ َْ َ ُ ْ َُ َ ْ َْ ً ه
ه
َ َ َ
ِ لِي عب ُدواْ إِلَها و
اح ًدا الخ إِلَهَ إِالخ ُه َو ُسْب َحانَهُ َع خما يُ ْش ِرُكو َن
َ ً ُْ َ
Tawba 9: 31. They (Jews and Christians) took their rabbis and their monks to be
their lords besides Allah (by obeying them in things which they made lawful or unlawful
according to their own desires without being ordered by Allah), and (they also took as
their God) Messiah, son of Maryam, while they (Jews and Christians) were commanded
[in the Taurat and the Injeel) to worship none but One Ilah (God - Allah) La ilaha illa
Huwa (none has the right to be worshipped but He) . Praise and glory be to Him, (far
above is He) from having the partners they associate (with Him)."
Adi bin Hatim said, ‘Ya Rasoolullah ﷺwe don’t worship our monks and priests.”
Rasoolullah ﷺasked him, ‘Is it not true that Allah ﷻprohibited some things but your
priests have permitted you to do them and is it not true that Allah ﷻpermitted some
things and your priests have prohibited you from doing them. And is it not true that
you follow your priests instead of Allah ”?ﷻAdi bin Hatim said, ‘Yes, that is true, Ya
Rasoolullahﷺ.’ Rasoolullah ﷺsaid, ‘That is worship.’
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To obey another in disobedience of Allah ﷻis to worship that person instead of Allahﷻ.
I didn’t say it. Rasoolullah ﷺdid. Allah ﷻwarned us about that Day when we will meet
Him and said:

اّللَ َوأَطَ ْعنَا الخر ُس َوال
وه ُه ْم ِِف النخا ِر يَ ُقولُو َن ََي لَْي تَ نَا أَطَ ْعنَا خ
ُ ب ُو ُج
ُ يَ ْوَم تُ َقلخ
وَن ال خسبِ َيل
َ َُّضل
َ َوقَالُوا َربخنَا إِ خَن أَطَ ْعنَا َس َادتَنَا َوُك َََب
َ اءَن فَأ
ِ ربخنَا آِتِِم
ِ ي ِمن الْع َذ
ِ
اب َوالْ َعْن ُه ْم لَ ْعنًا َكبِ ًريا
ف
ع
ض
َ
َ َ ْ ْ ْ
َ
Ahzab 33: 66. On the Day when their faces will be turned over in the Fire, they will
say: "Oh, would that we had obeyed Allah and obeyed the Messenger
(Muhammad)."67. And they will say: "Our Rabb! Verily, we obeyed our chiefs and our
great ones, and they misled us from the (Right) Way.68. Our Rabb! give them double
torment and curse them with a mighty curse!"
On that Day there will be no loyalty to anyone, no love for anyone. Allah ﷻtold us:

ِ ي وم ي ِفُّر الْمرء ِمن أ
َخ ِيه
ْ ُ ْ َ َ َ َْ
َوأ ِهُم ِه َوأَبِ ِيه
ِ وص
احبَتِ ِه َوبَنِ ِيه
ََ

Abasa 80: 34. That Day shall a man flee from his brother, 35. And from his mother
and his father, 36. And from his wife and his children.
I advise you, save yourself and your children from that day. If you have been guilty
of introducing your child to sin and of insisting that he/she remains in it, make Tawba,
accept your fault before Allahﷻ, resign your own membership and tell your child to
do the same and insist that he/she resigns his membership of whichever Haraam club
you introduced him to.
Remember that you have the status that Allah ﷻgave you because He sent you to
guide your children to virtue. Not to sin. He gave you authority over them so that you
could teach them how to connect to Allah ﷻand to Rasoolullah ﷺand to get their
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priorities right, which is to put Allah ﷻfirst, because Allah ﷻis first. If you didn’t do
that, now is the time to own up and make amends before it is too late.
I make Allah ﷻmy witness that I have explained everything as clearly as I could.
My brothers and sisters let me assure you that there is nothing in the disobedience of
Allah ﷻthat we do today, which is unique. Everything we do has been done before in
more style and excess than we can even imagine. They too competed with one another
like we do. But ask yourself where those people are today?
Instead, we have the option of competing in goodness, in obedience and in seeking
the pleasure of Allah ﷻas He told us to do. He said:

ِ ِ ض ال خسماء و ْاألَر
ٍ
ِ ِ
خت
ْ ض أُعد
ُ َسابِ ُقوا إِ ََل َم ْغفَرٍة همن خربِه ُك ْم َو َجنخة َع ْر
ْ َ َ ِ ض َها َك َع ْر
ِّلل ورسلِ ِه َذل
ِضل خ
ِلِلخ ِذين آمنُوا َِب خ
ض ِل
ف
ك
اّلل يُ ْؤتِ ِيه َمن يَ َشاء َو خ
َ
ْ اّللُ ذُو الْ َف
ْ
َ
َ َ
ُ
َُ
ُ
الْ َع ِظي ِم
Hadeed 57: 21. Race with one another towards Forgiveness from your Rabb and
towards Jannah, the expanse whereof is like the width of heaven and earth, prepared
for those who believe in Allah and His Messengers. That is the Grace of Allah which
He bestows on whom He pleases. And Allah is the Owner of Great Bounty.
Let us choose where to compete. Let us win the race that is worth winning. Let us
choose wisely because the results are permanent.
1453 years ago, a window opened in the heavens and God spoke to man. In Makkah,
Muhammad ﷺreceived the first words of Revelation of the Qur’an which continued
for the next 23 years. The essence of this was to re-establish a way of life based on
three cardinal principles: Truth, Virtue and Compassion. This is called Islam. The
principles of this religion are based not on human wisdom but on Divine Will and are
designed to create a system of life which is full of goodness for all those who choose
to live by it. The author of these words and this way of life is Allahﷻ, our Creator.
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Allah ﷻasked the rhetorical question:

ِ
َحيَا ُك ْم ُثُخ ُُيِيتُ ُك ْم ُثُخ ُُْييِي ُك ْم ُثُخ إِلَْي ِه تُ ْر َج ُعو َن
َ َكْي
ْ ف تَ ْك ُفُرو َن َِب خّلل َوُكنتُ ْم أ َْم َوااتً فَأ
Baqara 2: 28. How can you disbelieve in Allah? Seeing that you were dead and He
gave you life. Then He will give you death, then again will bring you to life (on the
Day of Resurrection) and then unto Him you will return.
We were dead before we were born. We didn’t exist even in memory, we had no
identity, we were nothing. Allah ﷻgave us life, existence and identity. Ask yourself
what you say if someone has a child that is still born or who dies soon after it is born.
Who do you say, died? You say, “So-and-so’s baby died.” No name as it had no
identity. What happens to those of us who live long lives and die. How many are
mentioned in a way that you can say that their memory is alive? How many of you
here can recall (if you even knew it in the first place), the name of your grandmothers?
Or great-grandmothers? You have their genes, their blood is in your veins, but you
don’t know their names. Don’t feel bad. The same thing is going to happen to us all.
What will remain? Our actions. What we believed in and lived by. If we believed in it
but didn’t live by it, that will also remain and will be called Nifaq (hypocrisy).
Allah ﷻasked:

ِ ان ِح
ِ
خه ِر ََّلْ يَ ُكن َشْي ئًا خم ْذ ُك ًورا
ٌ ِ نس
ْ ي هم َن الد
َ َه ْل أَتَى َعلَى ْاْل
Insaan 76: 1. Has there not been over man a period of time, when he was nothing
to be mentioned?
So, let us ask ourselves whether our lifestyle and choices are worth the price that we
are paying for them? We are paying the price. Make no mistake. It is like online
shopping. It is totting up even though you didn’t need to reach for your wallet even
once. Our digital wallet is signed in and it is being debited with every choice. And one
day we will be presented with the bill and will have to pay. There is no escape from
that payment.

14

Allah ﷻclearly stated and ordered us:

ِ اْلمر والْمي
َِي أَيُّ َها الخ ِذين آمنُواْ إ
ِ اب واأل َْزالَ ُم
خ
س ِهم ْن َع َم ِل
ج
ر
َنص
أل
ا
و
ر
س
ا
َّن
ْ
َ
َ
ْ
ْ
َ
ُ
ْ
َ َ
َ
َ
َُ َ َُ
ٌ
ِ
اجتَنِبُوهُ لَ َعلخ ُك ْم تُ ْفلِ ُحو َن
ْ َالشْخيطَان ف
Ma’ida 5: 90. O you who believe! Alcohol (all kinds of intoxicants and addictives),
gambling, Al-Ansab and Al-Azlam (arrows for seeking luck or decision) are an
abomination of Shaitan's handiwork. So, avoid (strictly stay away from them) that
(abomination) in order that you may be successful.
We know perfectly well that in Islam when something is prohibited then everything
connected with it is also prohibited. Allah ﷻclearly prohibited alcohol and all kinds of
addictive substances and gambling. This prohibition is for our benefit and the benefit
of our society. Not for the benefit of Allahﷻ. Yet we insist on being associated with
establishments set up to facilitate these activities. Yet we insist on ignoring the
prohibition of Allahﷻ, even though we believe that one day we will meet Allahﷻ. Ask
yourself what benefit you are getting from this senseless insistence on doing what
Allah ﷻprohibited and hates and warned us against? Ask yourself what you intend to
say to Allah ﷻwhen He asks you this very question when you meet Him?
We were dead and misguided until Allah ﷻguided us to His obedience. Yet do we
want to show our gratitude by disobeying Him? How miserable is that? And for what?
For the few years that we have in this life; for the few claps and cheers we will get
from those as blind as we are, in exchange for the anger of Allah ?ﷻIf the answer is
no, then what is the plan going forward from today?
I will not list the long litany of disobedience that we insist on, in our fashion, our
weddings, death ceremonies, customs and lifestyles. You know what you do better
than I, so I won’t waste your time telling you what you already know. I request you
to please reflect and ask, “When we know what is Halaal and what is Haraam and we

know that to deliberately do Haraam is Kufr and invites Allah’ﷻs anger then why do
we insist on doing that? When we insist on following our desires instead of Allah’ﷻs
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orders, who are we giving primacy to? Therefore, to use Allah’ﷻs definition, who are
we worshipping?”
Abdullah bin Masood (RA) said, “It was difficult for us to memorize the words of the
Qur’an but easy for us to act by them. After us will come people for whom it will be
easy to memorize the words but difficult to act by them. (Tafsir Qurtubi)
Narrated Samura bin Jundab (RA) narrated that Rasoolullah )ﷺsaid in his narration
of a dream that he saw, "He whose head was being crushed with a stone was one
who learnt the Qur'an but never acted on it and slept ignoring the compulsory
prayers." [Sahih al-Bukhari 1143]
How many of us pray Fajr in the masjid even when we have gravity aided locomotion
to get to it? And what do we tell ourselves about that? But what did Rasoolullahﷺ
say? So, who is right? We or Rasoolullah ?ﷺSame question to be asked about every
one of the many customs and practices we insist on doing. We object when someone
reminds us about the evil of what we do. But this is the essence of arrogance; to
appoint yourself in the place of Allah ﷻand His Messenger ﷺand make and change
laws and consider that to be your right, forgetting that one day we will answer.
My brothers and sisters, please understand that we are not doing Allah ﷻand His
Messenger ﷺa favor by accepting Islam. Allah ﷻdid us a favor by guiding us and
showing us the path to Jannah. Allah ﷻsaid:

اّللُ َُيُ ُّن َعلَْي ُك ْم أَ ْن
َسلَ ُموا قُل خال ََتُنُّوا َعلَ خي إِ ْس َل َم ُكم بَ ِل خ
َ َُيُنُّو َن َعلَْي
ْ ك أَ ْن أ
ِان إِن ُكنتم ص ِادق
ِه َدا ُكم ل
ِ
ِ
ي
ُي
ْل
ْ
َ
َ َ ُْ
ْ َ

Hujuraat 49: 17. They regard as favor upon you (O Muhammad )ﷺthat they have
embraced Islam. Say: "Count not your Islam as a favor upon me. Nay, but Allah has
conferred a favor upon you, that He has guided you to the Faith, if you indeed are
true.
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Allah ﷻtold us about the fate of those who continue to disobey Him in this life and
mislead others:

اد ََتَيخ ُز ِم َن الْغَْي ِظ ُكلخ َما أُلْ ِق َي فِ َيها فَ ْو ٌج َسأَ ََلُْم َخَزنَتُ َها أَََّلْ ََيْتِ ُك ْم نَ ِذ ٌير
ُ تَ َك
اّللُ ِمن َش ْي ٍء إِ ْن أَنتُ ْم إِخال ِِف
اءَن نَ ِذ ٌير فَ َك خذبْنَا َوقُ ْلنَا َما نَخزَل خ
َ قَالُوا بَلَى قَ ْد َج
ض َل ٍل َكبِ ٍري
َ
ِ وقَالُوا لَو ُكنخا نَسمع أَو نَع
ِ َصح
ِ
اب ال خسعِ ِري
أ
ِف
خا
ن
ك
ا
م
ل
ق
ُ
ْ
َ
َ ُ ْ ْ َُْ
ْ
َ
ِ فَاعَتفُوا بِ َذنبِ ِهم فَسح ًقا
ِ َصح
اب ال خسعِ ِري
أل
ه
ْ
ُْ ْ
َ
ََ ْ
Mulk 67: 8. It almost bursts up with fury. Every time a group is cast therein, its
keeper will ask: "Did no warner come to you?" 9. They will say: "Yes indeed; a warner
did come to us, but we belied him and said: 'Allah never sent down anything (of
revelation), you are only in great error.'" 10. And they will say: "Had we but listened
or used our intelligence, we would not have been among the dwellers of the blazing
Fire!" 11. Then they will confess their sin. So, away with the dwellers of the blazing
Fire.
Remember that selective obedience is disobedience. Selective obedience is arrogance.
Selective obedience is what Iblis did for which he was consigned to the Fire. Allahﷻ
said about those who play games with the His Laws by giving disobedience and sin
different names and pretending that it is acceptable to indulge in it:

ِ إِ خن الخ ِذين ي ْل
ِ
آَيتِنَا َال ََيْ َف ْو َن َعلَْي نَا أَفَ َمن يُْل َقى ِِف النخا ِر َخ ْريٌ أَم خمن
ِف
ن
و
د
ح
َ
ُ
َ
َُ
ِ َيِِْت ِآمنًا ي وم الْ ِقيام ِة ْاعملُوا ما ِشْئ تُم إِنخه ِِبَا تَعملُو َن ب
ص ٌري
َ َْ ُ ْ
َ َ َ َ َ َْ
َ
Fussilat 41: 40.

Verily, those who turn away from Our Ayat (signs), are not hidden

from Us. Is he who is cast into the Fire better or he who comes secure on the Day of
Resurrection? Do what you will. Verily! He is All-Seer of what you do (this is a severe
threat to the disbelievers).
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Then He ﷻsaid to those who look at the people who openly disobey Allah ﷻand
wonder at the fact that they seem to get ever more wealthy, famous and powerful
and the punishment of Allah ﷻdoesn’t seem to touch them:

ِ ِ
ْاب ُك ِهل َش ْي ٍء َح خَّت إِ َذا فَ ِر ُحواْ ِِبَا أُوتُوا
َ فَلَ خما نَ ُسواْ َما ذُ هكُرواْ بِه فَتَ ْحنَا َعلَْي ِه ْم أَبْ َو
َخ ْذ ََن ُهم بَ ْغتَةً فَِإ َذا ُهم ُّمْبلِ ُسو َن
َأ
ِ فَ ُق ِطع دابِر الْ َقوِم الخ
ِ ِ اْلم ُد
ِ َّلل ر ِب الْعال
ي
م
و
ا
و
م
ل
ظ
ين
ذ
ْ
َ
َ
ْ
َ َ َ ُ َ َْ ه َ ه
ْ ََُ
An’am 6: 44.

So, when they forgot (the warning) with which they had been

reminded, We opened to them the gates of every (pleasant) thing, until in the midst
of their enjoyment in that which they were given, all of a sudden, We took them to
punishment, and lo! They were plunged into destruction with deep regrets and
sorrows. 45. So the roots of the people who did wrong were cut off. And all the praises
and thanks be to Allah, the Rabb of the 'Alamin (mankind, jinns, and all that exists).
Some people asked Imam Shafi about this, wondering how Allah’ﷻs punishment
doesn’t seem to come to those openly disobey Him. Imam Shafi recited this Ayah and
said, “This Ayah is proof that Allah’ﷻs Adhaab on those people has already started
and the doors of Hidaya have been shut for them. The rest will follow.”
History is witness to how Allah ﷻdestroyed all those who thought themselves to be
untouchable. The sad thing is that we don’t learn from history. The only thing we learn
from history is that we learn nothing. This need not be the case if we are intelligent.
But are we? For those who choose to respect the boundaries of Allah ﷻand who
believe in Allahﷻ, unseen, He stated clearly:

ِ ب ََلم خم ْغ
ِ إِ خن الخ
ِ
ِ
َجٌر َكبِ ٌري
أ
و
ة
ر
ف
ي
غ
ل
َب
م
َّب
ر
ن
و
ش
َي
ين
ذ
خ
ْ
ٌ
َ
َ
ْ
َ
ْ َ َ ُ ْ ُ َ َْ َ
Mulk 67: 12. Verily! Those who fear their Rabb unseen (fear His punishment and
strive for His pleasure), theirs will be forgiveness and a great reward (Jannah)
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My brothers and sisters, if someone invited you to be a member of a subversive, antinational organization would you accept? Even if he told you that you would not need
to participate in any of those activities? Just having your name in the list of members
would mean that you are now clubbed with subversive, traitorous and anti-national
people and you being a sensible person wouldn’t go near such a thing. How then can
you be a member of an institution established for the perpetration and facilitation of
activities which Allah ﷻprohibited and which make Allah ﷻangry? Even if you don’t
do those things yourself, your membership means that your name is with them in that
list. Is that acceptable to you?
Let us remember that our Day of Judgement is very near. Our personal Day of
Judgement is the day when we will meet Malakul Mawth. That is why is it called Al
Qaiyamatus Sughra; The Small Qiyama. Small, only in comparison with the final one.
I remind myself and you that being a Muslim doesn’t merely mean obeying certain
rules or performing certain rituals but above and before all, it means becoming
submissive and subservient to Allahﷻ. This subservience to Allah ﷻmakes us free
from subservience to any creature. It is this, about which Allama Iqbal said:

ايدجسہےسجوترگاںاتھجمسےہ
ہي ہ
ہت
دياےہآدیموکاجنت
زہاردجسےےس
Ye ek Sajda jisay tu giraan samajhta hai, Hazar sajdon say deta hai aadmi ko najaat
[That one Sajda which you find difficult, frees man from a thousand sajdas]
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