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Choosing an Early Learning program that sets your child up for success at school and in life can be difficult. There are 
so many elements that are frequently rattled off to define these crucial years of learning – Reggio Emilia, provocations, 
play-based learning – to name a few. These add complexity to the considerations you may already have around the 
quality of the program or centre, including the calibre of the educational team and Australian accreditation. We took 
time out to ask our Early Learning educators at Melbourne Girls Grammar’s Barbara Tolson Early Learning Centre to 
provide responses to the most pressing questions parents should ask Early Learning Centres (ELC) before selecting a 
program for their child.  

An ELC that is part of a school environment has a focus on the education and 
development of each learner. The training of the staff is education focused ensuring 
that staff are accredited with specialist qualifications in Early Childhood education and 
registration through the Victoria Institute of Teaching (VIT). When the ELC forms part of 
a school it falls under the leadership of the Principal and shares common values, ethos 
and direction.

At Melbourne Girls Grammar, our ELC program commences from three years of age, 
when girls join the Barbara Tolson Centre either full or part time. Our focus is on 
academic, social emotional and physical development and wellbeing which are the 
hallmarks of an MGGS education. 

They also experience an all girls environment, just like the School they will later attend, 
where they learn that girls can do anything and that they can be active and adventurous. 
They will engage in play-based activities that include digging in sandpits, moulding 
mud, weeding in our kitchen garden, and constructing with blocks. They will enjoy an 
environment where they can  be quiet and reflective, choosing to explore their world and 
sense of self through artmaking, storytelling and imaginary role play.

Girls at the Early Learning Centre at MGGS are engaged in a stimulating learning 
environment that is built on best practice pedagogy for this age of learning 
development. It is underpinned by the Reggio Emilia philosophy. This means that the 
environment presents areas to explore and stimulations that provoke questions and 
learning. The environment in this context is the third teacher – it prompts, nurtures, and 
enables each child to develop their skills at their pace. Our ELC affords many of the 
comforts of home and is nestled into a corner of the Merton Hall campus. Here, the 
educator carefully monitors and supports each child to enhance their capabilities and 
extend strengths in particular areas. It is this set up that enables each young learner to 
grow intellectually, socially, and emotionally and be prepared for the first year of school 
– when challenges in literacy, numeracy and the broader curriculum emerge.

At MGGS our ELC learners are empowered to expand and experiment with concepts, 
projects, games, and designs – frequently revisiting or modifying their original plans 
unhindered by traditional gender stereotypes. In this environment, opportunities are 
embraced across all aspects of the Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics 
(STEM) program. The ELC’s ‘intentional teaching’ structure ensures all learners are given 
access to a range of stimuli to pique their curiosity and provoke further questioning and 
investigation. 

Leadership skills begin to develop as educators encourage open, free-flowing 
communication where they can voice their opinions and share their thoughts. The ELC 
is a nurturing space that works to build on social interactions, enabling inclusive and 
supportive friendships to flourish.

As part of the whole School approach, the transition between campuses and year levels 
is seamless, with past educators offering insight into each student’s previous progress 
when required and future teachers begin to build relationships for the years to come.  
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This is a really important aspect to consider before making your choice. Some centres 
will have staff with childcare qualifications derived from Certificate based TAFE 
programs while others will employ staff for their bachelor or master’s qualifications from 
universities. The quality of the program at each centre will be dictated by the staff and 
their qualifications. In addition, the tenure of staff, the feel of the centre and the level of 
engagement of the participants in the program will give you some important insights.

At the Melbourne Girls Grammar ELC we have five learning studios, each one led 
by educators with a bachelor’s degree in Early Childhood Education and registration 
with the Victoria Institute of Teaching (VIT). Our qualified teachers are supported 
with highly experienced co-educators who are all diploma trained. Many also have an 
additional bachelor’s degree. The two educators in each learning studio work together 
to deliver a unique program tailored to the needs of each child and the group. Many 
of our educators have been instrumental in the participation of international research 
programs and conducted lecture series to both postgraduate and undergraduate 
students. All staff undertake yearly training in first aid, CPR, and child safety 
procedures.

Quality assurance of all ELCs is governed by the national authority, ACECQA. The 
rating process is one to help parents ascertain the quality of the program, the safety 
standards for their child, and the overall richness of the program content and teaching 
practices. The Melbourne Girls Grammar ELC has an overall ranking benchmarked 
against the National Quality Framework (NQF) as Exceeding NQF.

This covers: educational program and practice; children’s health and safety; physical 
environment; staffing arrangements; relationships with children; collaborative 
partnerships with families and communities; and governance and leadership. 
 
 
Some ELCs are adjoined to childcare centres. Here, staff manage stages of 
development based on age and groups children in designated rooms. Some children 
are involved in long days from as early as 7.00am until 6.00pm while others have 
intermittent programs. Fundamentally, these arrangements are service based and 
incredibly valuable to our communities to ensure people can return to work and know 
that their child is supervised and cared for.

At MGGS, our ELC is focused is on the education of young children at a time when we 
know that many of the foundations of future learning can be developed. The program 
creates opportunities for ‘purposeful play’. In essence, learning that is play-based but 
enables the child and their dedicated educators the opportunity to connect ideas and 
concepts through the natural progression of questions, discovery, experimentation, and 
ideation.

Our families arrive in the mornings from 8.15am for an 8.45am start. Morning teas and 
lunchtimes are communal occasions where girls socialise and learn how to engage in 
conversation. After lunch, they enjoy a brief relaxation session accompanied by music, 
mindfulness, and storytelling. The learning program concludes at 3.15pm. For those 
families who then require after-school care, a separate program is available on site until 
6.00pm.

Each day in our ELC is different, and all of the day’s activities are designed as learning 
experiences, helping the children develop the foundations for future learning success. 
From sensory experiences including water-based activities, through to visual arts 
activities such as painting and drawing, ELC educators put much thought into tailoring 
and layering the day’s learning, appropriate to each early learner’s developmental 
stage. This ensures that each child experiences success in areas where their natural 
skills have already been identified such as storytelling using complex images, compared 
to another child who may be stronger at counting, or seeing patterns.

Specialist lessons in Italian and Music are also conducted weekly as a means of 
opening up aural and verbal neural connections within the brain to encourage pattern, 
sound and tonal variations to be identified and recalled. Gross motor skills, hand-eye 
coordination and locomotor skills are developed through a range of activities including 
running, ball games and bike riding. Each of our specialist environments are tailored 
for young learners eager to discover and learn through play-based and environmental 
provocations. Within our beautiful outdoor environments we provide a diverse range 
of spaces for the children to explore such as the wooden deck, cubbyhouse, kitchen 
garden, running creek, sandpit, bamboo forest, and climbing area. Within each of these 
areas, experiences are changed frequently to provide ongoing challenge, variation, and 
interest.
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Your child’s learning commences from birth. At an early age it is important to establish the foundations for future 
learning. When you choose an ELC, fundamentally you should be looking to identify whether it is a place where 
you know your child will be intellectually stimulated, where they will gain self-confidence and the agency to be 
independent and where they will ultimately form a genuine love of learning. By asking these five key questions, we 
hope that you feel empowered to make an informed decision.  

Should you require further information we recommend you book a tour and 
see for yourself how learning takes place at the Melbourne Girls Grammar 
ELC. 

HOW DOES THE 
ELC PREPARE 
CHILDREN FOR 
PREP?
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In addition to the play-based activities provided daily, active specialist classes are 
provided twice weekly. Jumpstart is offered by a highly trained gymnastics team in 
a purpose-built room within the School’s Artemis Centre. This program builds strong 
upper and core body control as the girls use trampoline, ropes, and other gymnastic 
equipment. The ELC sport program focuses on building hand eye co-ordination, ball 
skills and overall physical fitness coupled with a sense of achievement and joy.   
 
 
We are all aware of the importance of developing numeracy and literacy skills as soon 
as the child is capable of understanding concepts and principles inherent in these 
foundational skills. ELCs differ in the way that they approach this.

At MGGS, ‘intentional teaching’ methods are tailored through ‘play’. This serves as a 
platform to ignite a child’s interest in literacy and numeracy. Each Learning Studio has 
a literacy centre, furnished with a range of writing materials, papers, picture books and 
display boards designed to spark interest in ‘mark making’ – the precursor to writing. 
Some children develop this skill quickly while others take longer. Each child’s progress 
is monitored, and discussions are held with parents to give indications of how their 
daughter is developing against age-appropriate milestones.

While some children progress to writing words, others master their name. Children are 
exposed to mathematical concepts daily at the ELC. From understanding and creating 
patterns in their artworks and using scales and rulers to measure weight and length, to 
observing seasonal changes and calendar events, children are introduced to a wide 
range of numerical concepts. As the children are introduced to a wide range of practical 
life mathematical applications the understanding in numerical reasoning becomes real.

Within these contexts, educators closely observe how each child participates in and 
engages with activities. Educators pose questions and draw out responses to help 
the learners grow their understanding of a topic. All ELC educators are continually 
identifying ways to build upon concepts and layer learning progressively.  
 
 
Ideally, educators in ELCs should be very familiar with the Prep learning program 
where your child will ultimately attend school to ensure that the design of the program 
develops the foundations for how they will be educated beyond four-years of age. 
Quality ELC programs ensure that children are socially, emotionally, and intellectually 
prepared for their first year of education.

Specifically, educators should focus on developing skills of collaboration, 
communication, critical thinking, confidence, commitment to task completion. At 
Melbourne Girls Grammar we refer to these crucial skills as the 5 C’s. Social skills 
are also woven into good programs so that each child can express their ideas, ask 
questions, and build relationships with adults and peers.

At Melbourne Girls Grammar our ELC educators know the educational expectations of 
the Prep learning program and work to ensure each child is ready academically, socially 
and emotionally for a positive start to their school journey. We help our learners to 
develop self-sufficiency and agency as they approach learning opportunities. Across the 
entire program, we work intrinsically to build a strong sense of independence and the 
confidence to manage and resolve problems.

The MGGS Junior Years Program (Prep to Year 4) is based at Morris Hall, just footsteps 
from the ELC in South Yarra. Four-year-olds enjoy a seamless transition to Prep, thanks 
to frequent visits to Morris Hall where they begin to build relationships with teachers, 
older students, and acquaint themselves with the learning studios and surrounds.

When each child commences Prep, a handover procedure occurs between the ELC 
team and the Junior Years team at Morris Hall. This ensures the transition is as seamless 
as possible as educators are prepared for each girl’s unique developmental stage.
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