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President’s Report 2020 

Annual General Meeting 

Committee of the Old Grammarians Society for 2020: 

Ex-Officio: MGGS Principal – Toni E Meath 

President – Trudie Horsfall (1976) 

Vice President - Athena Kellis (Scotis 1965) 

Vice President – Emma Harrison (Gourlay 1982) 

Secretary - Tamara Maddrell (Bugge 1995)  

Treasurer - Rowena Mytton (Watson 1983)  

Records Secretary - Margaret Spring (Colclough, 1938), retired August 

Gilman Jones Scholarship - Margaret McNaughton (Atkins 1956) 

Old Grammarians Scholarship - Margaret McNaughton (Atkins 1956)    

Merton Hall Foundation – Margaret McNaughton (Atkins 1956)                  

Endowment Management Committee – Rowena Mytton (Watson 1983) 

Life Members Trust Fund - Margaret McNaughton, (Atkins 1956)                    

DJ Ross Memorial Trust - Venetia Patchett, (Streeton 1965) 

OG Publications - Philippa O’Connor, (Farrer 1965) 

Past President – Judy Wilkinson (Rutty 1965) 

Parents Association Rep – Emma Harrison (Gourlay1982) 

School Council Representative - Anna Permezel, (Johnson 1981) 

Regional Branches Rep. - Judy Wilkinson (Rutty, 1966), Trudie Horsfall (1976) 

Merton Club – Sarah Udovenya (2013) retired  

Arts – Polly Winterton (Honorary Life Member) 
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Committee members: 

Polly Winterton (Honorary life Member) 

 

Branch Representatives: 

Geelong – Wendy Amor (Cooper 1969) and Sally Cordner (1970) 

NE Vic. and Sthn. Riverina - Helen Murphy (Archer 1965), Sue Read (Purbrick 1965) 

Australian Capital Territory – Jenny Brogan (Whitehead 1965) 

South Australia – Mary Brooksbank (1962) 

Tasmania - Robyn Jerram (Callow 1965) 

New South Wales -Rosemary Humphrey (Wilmot 1959) 

Queensland -Robyn Burgess (Tonkin 1969) 

Northern Territory -Amanda Bagley (Watson 1968) 

Western Australia – Alison Walker (Patchett 1991) 

United Kingdom - Kate Edgar (1971) and Christina Hughes-Onslow (Hay 1971) 

USA – Melanie Hollands (1978) 

This report is to the 2021 AGM, which is being held in hybrid form (in person and via ZOOM) is 
due to Covid Safe practices implemented by School.    

OGS Mission Statement: 

The Old Grammarians Society is committed to facilitating, actively encouraging the 
continued involvement and promoting collegiality of all Old Grammarians in the wider 
community of MGGS with a view to ensuring the continued well-being of our School and its 
past students. 

Finances: 

The OGS remains financially sound.  Our primary focus for fund raising is to generate income 
for designated special projects and contribute to the principal investments accruing interest 
for the Gilman Jones Scholarship, DJ Ross Memorial Fund and Old Grammarians Scholarship 
Fund.  With the current investing climate, this is continuing to be challenging.  Our three 
scholarship funds are now being managed by the Endowment Committee of the Merton 
Hall Foundation.  The OGS is represented by the Honorary Treasurer, Rowena Mytton (Watson 
1983).   

The DJ Ross Trustees are seeking legal and financial advice around management of their 
funds.  Discussions with the Endowment committee are ongoing. 
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The OGS made donations of $20,000.00 each to the Old Grammarians Scholarship fund and 
the Gilman Jones Scholarship fund.  On compassionate grounds, the OGS also made a 
donation of $25,000.00 to be distributed at the Principal’s discretion to students and/or their 
families who may have faced some difficulties during the pandemic. 

International Women’s Day Breakfast:  2020 

Each year, we invite an Old Grammarian to share her life journey over breakfast in the School 
Dining Hall.   

Camilla Bachet (2000), the 2018 Emily Hensley Awardee spoke about her work in planning 
and designing functioning water systems and her humanitarian work in disaster relief in 
providing clean drinking water, hygiene promotion and sanitation. 

DJ Ross Memorial Window: 

The DJ Ross memorial stained glass window was installed in the Chapel of St Luke in January 
by artist, David Wright.  Unable to see the window installed, donors were sent photos of the 
window in situ. Donations from OGs, the OGS and School were successful in funding the 
project in full. A Blessing of the Window service is planned for 2021. 

Annual General Meeting: September 2020 

The 2020 AGM was held later in the year in the hope that would be in person at school.  
However, it was held virtually via ZOOM. 
 

• All reports required were presented and accepted 
• The OGS remains fiscally sound enabling the committee to maintain its commitment 

its support to the School and contributions to the Gilman Jones Scholarship, DJ Ross 
Memorial Fund and the OG Scholarship award  

• Audited special purpose financial report was presented and accepted 
• Principal, Toni Meath tendered her report  

 
Office bearers: No positions were declared vacant therefore the executive committee 
remains the same. 
 

As the Covid-19 pandemic took hold and Victoria was plunged into Lockdowns 1 & 2, the 
following OG events were cancelled for the year on direction from School 

• Celebration Day and Reunions (at school) 2020 
• 2020 DJ Ross Oration 2020 
• 70 Y+ Reunion 
• MGGS Country Luncheon: 
• Golf:  88th Inter -School Golf Challenge Cup and Annual Golf Day: 
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Gilman Jones Scholarship Award 

The Scholarship for 2020, based on 2019 results, has been shared equally between the two 
students who each attained perfect ATAR scores of 99.85, Bahaar (Gaia Charan) Bahaar 
and Rachel Chen. Their achievements were acknowledged at a school assembly early in 
the year. 
 
Centenary of Old Grammarian Scholarship 
 
A subcommittee was formed to review the criteria for the awarding of the Old Grammarians 
Scholarship as we acknowledged its centennial year.  It was agreed that from 2021 that the 
scholarship will be widened to include any girl who has had a relative at Melbourne Girls 
Grammar.  There was no recipient awarded in 2020. 
 

Emily Hensley Award 2020 

The 2020 Emily Hensley Awardee is Anika Molesworth (2005), an agroecology scientist and 
farmer in western NSW who is a thought leader of food systems resilience and a researcher 
in international agricultural development.  A detailed biography, awards and honours list 
can be found on the school website. 

Merton Club: 

The Merton Club went into a holding pattern.  Inaugural members have been restricted by 
time and working constraints to deliver the concept.  Sarah Udovenya has stepped back 
from leading the group.  The committee, in collaboration with the Community Office 
remains committed to supporting the concept. 

Year 12/2020 Valedictory: 

As we were unable to participate in the Year 12/2020 Valedictory celebrations, the OGS 
committee presented our OGS badge in a navy-blue embossed pouch to each of the 
graduates which formed part of their Y12/school mementos.   

Resignation from the OGS Committee of Margaret Spring (Colclough 1939) 

We reluctantly accepted Margaret Spring’s resignation from the OGS committee.  
Margaret’s service to the OGS and School has been recognised with an Honorary Life 
Membership and naming of school’s seminar room for many years of voluntary 
commitment to her school. 

School Honour Boards 

Review of the OGS Honour Boards and School domain and sports leaders Boards is now 
under way.  Sports domain Boards are to be updated and returned to the Artemis Building.  
Art and Drama leaders are to be recognised, subsequent Boards to be added to the full 
boards and the OGS Boards are to be renovated.  Most of the school’s Honour Boards have 
been moved out of storage and displayed in the Library.  This is a combined project with 
School. 
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School Company – Old Grammarian Members  

• Anne Williams (1955) 
• Judy Wilkinson (Rutty 1964) 
• Julia Hare (1971) 
• Trudie Horsfall (1976) 
• Rachel Trindade (1981) 
• Emma Harrison (Gourlay 1983) 

Meetings and Engagement by the President representing the OGS: 

• Committee meetings 
• OGS AGM 
• Term meetings with School Principal 
• Fortnightly meetings with Alumnae Manager and Community Office 
• PA meetings 
• Development and Engagement Committee 
• Annual presentation to School Council 

Strategic priorities: 

Over the year, the Old Grammarians Committee has been reviewing our strategic priorities 
for 2020 and beyond. Our key priorities remain, creating a sense of pride, strengthening 
relationships and enriching engagement whilst respecting the changing needs of OGs 
during the various stages of life. Acknowledging this, our immediate focus as a committee is 
ongoing and includes: 

• A review of reunion and engagement events that are purposeful, innovative and fun 
(ongoing across current OG events) 

• Strengthening communication channels with our OG community and leveraging our 
alumnae networking site MGGS Connect 

• Updating our Operational Handbook to support the governance and reporting 
associated with recent and future change.  This is ongoing and I am grateful to Libby 
Jones (Davey 1964) for her meticulous attention to this document 

• Management of OGS funds and our scholarship funds.   
 
Not being able to participate in our events in person this year enabled the OGS to deliver 
some alternative initiatives which gave OGs from across the globe the opportunity to 
participate in.   
 
They included: 
 

• Reunions – the Community Office optimised our online community platform, MGGS 
Connect to facilitate the 10, 20, 30 and 40 year reunions virtually.  OGs were able to 
share old photos and memories online at a designated time. 

• Online Book Club named Sip & Share.  This was created by Alumnae Manager, Alexis 
Beaumont with a monthly book review.  This will continue and now be managed by 
an OG 

• Career focused webinars  
• Virtual luncheon to award the Emily Hensley Awardee 2019, Natalie Molino (2008) 
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In recognition of service and support to the OGS Committee, I thank: 
 

• Committee members giving their time, expertise and generous donations to our fund 
raising 

• Margaret Spring (Colclough 1939) for her dedication to the OGS over her long life 
• Alexis Beaumont, Alumnae and Engagement Manager for her professional guidance 

and truly passionate support toward the Old Grammarians Society 
• Robyn McCutchan, Executive Director Marketing and Engagement 
• Pip O’Connor (Farrer 1965), school historian for her dedication to providing both visual 

and written memories with photos and film at OG reunions, school events and school 
publications 

• Toni E Meath, School Principal for her vision, counsel and generosity  
• Mark Burgess, Chair of and School Council for his and their interest and support. 

 
Further to expanding our committee, and in support of the new OG engagement programs 
on the horizon, we encourage new alumnae to consider their time and expertise in joining 
the committee. If you have an interest in volunteering, in any capacity great or small, I 
encourage you to email me. 
 
Trudie Horsfall (1976) 
President, Old Grammarians Society 
Melbourne Girls Grammar 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 


