
Imagine an education surrounded by innovation. We have replaced traditional classrooms with flexible 
learning environments and swapped science labs for a cutting-edge Centre for Innovation and Creativity 
where girls experiment with coding and robotics. 

Outside, surrounded by spacious and inviting play areas, girls explore sustainable practices by rolling up 
their sleeves in a flourishing garden where they cultivate their own produce for entrepreneurial activities. 

The Junior Years Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) program nurtures curious 
minds. After all, innovation starts with imagination. Visit www.mggs.vic.edu.au/learning to find out more. 

WHERE CURIOSITY AND 
CREATIVITY MEET
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K
ellie Morgan, Melbourne Girls 
Grammar’s director of students for 
ELC and junior years, loved being a 
primary school student. 

She loved her teachers. She loved the 
librarian who encouraged her to read – and 
gave her a lifelong passion for books – and 
she also loved the sense of being part of her 
school community.

Kellie loved primary school so much that 
even a�er she graduated and moved on to 
secondary school, she returned to volunteer at 
her beloved primary school at the foot of the 
Dandenong Ranges during her holidays.

“I did that right through my schooling 
because I loved interacting with the younger 
students and watching the way their teachers 
nurtured them,” Kellie says.

It’s this passion for early-years’ learning 
that Kellie has brought with her to Melbourne 
Girls Grammar, hoping to inspire children to 
love learning.

Perhaps unsurprisingly, she was at primary 
school herself when Kellie was inspired to 
become a teacher. 

“[In year 6],  I was a house captain and part 
of that leadership role was the privilege of 
being able to go and help out in other classes 
and so I would help out in prep classes and I 
just loved it,” Kellie says. 

“I would watch this brilliant prep teacher 
and think ‘I just really want to be like you’.”

Kellie says it was also the students at her 
primary school who inspired her to follow her 
dream of becoming a teacher.

“Having the experience of spending time
 in that environment was wonderful,” 
she says. 

“It was the children who inspired me 
the most … the magic that happens when 
children start to understand literacy concepts 
is just amazing.”

Kellie now experiences that same magic at 
Melbourne Girls’ Grammar’s Morris Hall, 
where she works with sta� and students from 
ELC to year 4. 

A�er a career working in ELCs and 
primary schools, Kellie joined Melbourne 
Girls Grammar in 2015, starting as the 
director of early years before moving into her 
current role last year. 

“I am so fortunate to have had a range of 
experiences in many di�erent settings, but 
best of all, I was supported by some incredible 
educators,” Kellie says. 

“As a young teacher, I had the opportunity 
to learn from Jan Millikan when she returned 
from her �rst trip to Reggio Emilia.”

She has taken these philosophies with 
her into Morris Hall which, like the Reggio 
Emilia approach, focuses on a student’s 
environment by using science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics as part of the 
early learning curriculum. 
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STEM

Advancing science, 
technology, engineering, 
and mathematics (STEM) 
education is a critical 
focus for Melbourne Girls 
Grammar. We value the 
importance of educating 
our young women in 
these areas and are 
committed to expanding 
and diversifying their 
opportunities in these 
�elds of endeavour. 

ENTERPRISING
MINDSETS

We champion the 
development of 
enterprising mindsets 
in our girls. Through 
innovative programs and 
internships we ensure our 
girls are equipped for a 
digital age in which their 
experience of work and 
well-being will be vastly 
different from that of 
past generations.
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About MELBOURNE GIRLS GRAMMAR

TALKING HEADSL E A R N

KELLIE MORGAN, DIRECTOR OF STUDENTS: ELC & JUNIOR YEARS, MELBOURNE GIRLS GR AMMAR

My Philosophy 
“Children have an innate curiosity, are eager to explore and understand the world, and their place in it, and have a strong belief that they can make a 
di�erence. As educators it is our role to nurture this belief.”

3 things  
I have learned
●  Relationships are at the heart of 

all we do and quality relationships 
are vital for success. �e girls, their 
parents and friends, our sta� (even 
our neighbours) need to feel a sense 
of belonging.

●  Little people are so capable. �ey 
are rich with wonder and we need 
to trust them, respect their ideas 
and encourage them to explore and 
discover. �is way, they will grow up 
to believe they can make a di�erence.

●  Questions are the most powerful 
tool we have. We want our girls to be 
the ones coming up with questions, 
and then being creative and bravely 
discovering the answers.

●  mggs.vic.edu.au
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“In recent times, there’s been a real focus on 
STEM at Morris Hall. It is a priority and we 
focus on it; it’s an integral part of everything 
we do,” she says. 

“We want the children to understand their 
environment and their place in it and so 
harnessing that is really exciting.”

Subjects such as mathematics and science 
are integrated into learning through activities 
such as the school’s kitchen garden.

“Our kitchen garden promotes wonder and 
awe, where girls get to focus on discovering 
and exploring and creating,” Kellie says.

Students can delve deeper into learning 
the science of the environment and 
sustainability through work in the garden and 
outdoors. �ey also get to become creative 
and problem solve with special projects 
using mathematics.

One is the Spikey Morris project, which 
junior years’ girls are working on. 

“Spikey is our bearded dragon,” Kellie says. 
“Spikey’s enclosure is indoors but the girls 
think she should have time outside. 

“�ey have researched and designed an 
outdoor enclosure for Spikey and raised funds 
for the building materials. 

“�e girls will consult with experts to help 

build Spikey’s new enclosure in time for our 
spring/summer,” Kellie says. 

Students take a similar learning ethos 
with them into middle and senior years at 
Melbourne Girls Grammar. Part of Kellie’s 
role is to ensure students make a smooth 
transition to more senior schooling.

“Transition is a really important part of 
what we do here,” she says. “We really try to 
make sure the girls feel that sense of belonging 
to Morris Hall (and also to the senior school). 

“Our prep sta� spend time in the ELC and 
the girls come over and spend time here at the 
junior campus.”

Parents are included in the transition 
process, too. �ey are invited to social events 
at Morris Hall and whole-school activities.

“It’s really all about giving them ownership 
over their place at school and making them 
feel like they belong,” Kellie says.

It’s something Kellie is passionate about 
given her own wonderful experiences at 
primary school. “I loved every single thing,” 
she says. “I can’t remember a minute that I 
didn’t love primary school and I want our 
girls to have the same experiences here.” ●
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