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In her bestselling book It Takes a Village: And Other Lessons Children Teach Us (1996), Hillary Clinton focuses on the 
impact individuals and groups outside the family have, for better or worse, on a child’s wellbeing, and advocates for 
a society which meets all of a child’s needs. She argues that to build an inclusive society, the community needs to 
have a shared responsibility in influencing and supporting the next generation. 

It is heartening indeed that someone who 
almost occupied one of the most powerful 
offices in the world has such a collaborative 
philosophy to what constitutes a good society.

The broader Melbourne Girls Grammar 
community has always had a collaborative 
approach to supporting the success of the 
School and ensuring that the impact of a 
girl’s education continues long after she has 
left. Building on this collective approach, 
the Council and I were delighted to welcome 
representatives of all elements of the MGGS 
community to our recent Annual Strategic 
Retreat. Along with Catherine Misson and 
her Executives, participants included the sub-
committees of Council (Finance, Property, 
Audit and Risk and Endowment), as well as 
Presidents of the Old Grammarians Society 
(Judy Wilkinson), Parents Association (Lisa 
Beaumont) and Merton Hall Foundation 
(Michael Clough).

The day created a wonderful buzz as we 
reflected on where the school was 20 years ago, 
what we have achieved to date, and what we 
wish for the next 20 years of the school. I was 
amazed but not surprised by the exceptional 
talent present in support of the School’s 
vision and ambitions. The excitement for our 
innovative education agenda was palpable, and 
I was touched by the widespread sentiment 
that MGGS continues to create grounded 
women who roll up their sleeves to “make a 
difference”.  

We were delighted that Professor John 
Daley, Executive Director of the Grattan 
Institute (an independent think-tank) provided 
a thought-provoking keynote address. John 
discussed the emerging environment of 
educational accountability and why it is 
important we continue to demonstrate that 
what we do really does work. As a group we 
reflected that providing our students with the 

skills to achieve excellent academic scores was 
only one part of the equation and that extra-
curricular activities are equally important in 
ensuring optimal wellbeing and development 
of good judgement.

We look forward to reaching out to the 
greater MGGS community in the coming 
months as we continue to ensure we maximise 
the skills and goodwill that our parents, 
teachers and students (past and present) 
provide to the School. This diverse and 
collaborative network remains the lifeblood of 
the School community and I thank you all for 
your ongoing support.

Professor Katie Allen (Stephens, 1983)
Chairman of Council
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FROM  
THE PRINCIPAL

 Collaboration could be a buzz word that makes our eyes glaze over, and produces a cursory nod of agreement that 
“of course we know we should collaborate.” It’s a bit like the over-use of leadership, consultation, and team work in 
the Harvard Business Review every edition: we get it, but we just do not believe it is truly happening as regularly or as 
spectacularly as the authors wish us to believe. 

Collaboration as a goal is a very real focus 
for our community of students and staff. In 
2010, entering into a period of reform, we 
committed to team work as the foundation of 
all we would aim to achieve, believing that the 
sum of all of us would ensure a stronger, more 
resilient response to the challenges that would 
emerge. 

True collaboration requires humility, 
open mindedness, compassion, and a unified 
purpose. Human beings are not wired from 
birth to collaborate – we are actually driven 
to survive “at all costs”, even if that means 
“me over you”. It takes the experience of love 
to transform that individuality from a solo 
mission into a shared experience that means 
much more than “me”. That love starts first 
in the family context and then broadens 
through the community life of a child. At 
MGGS, we provide nurturing and values 
based environments that provoke our girls to 
see beyond their own self, to value the efforts 
and aspirations that contribute to a greater 
purpose. If I had to frame this more simply, I 
would say that we are nurturing good citizens, 
young women capable of excellent judgment, 
able to focus on the future rather than 
myopically trapped in self service. 

At a Women in Leadership Conference 
recently, I was asked why I thought teachers 
experience road blocks to their professional 
advancement from colleagues more regularly 
than any cultural stymying of women 
taking up executive roles. My response was 
unexpected but I hope taken on board by my 
fellow principals in the room. The majority 
of teachers in schools fly solo: they have their 
own students, their own classes, their own 
classrooms. Many teachers still rarely see their 
colleagues teach. So, in fact, schools have not 
been places in which teachers can naturally 
collaborate for a unified purpose beyond 

the success of their students. What she had 
experienced from colleagues was symptomatic 
of this reality.

In 2015, our Staff Engagement Survey 
threw up an astonishing piece of data. The 
Organizational Psychologist responsible for 
the MGGS Report sat down with me and 
said that she had rarely seen such data, and 
especially did not expect it in a school context. 
Our teachers reported 99% discretionary 
effort when asked to rate their commitment on 
that particular question. What this represented 
was a culture of collaboration, deeply felt 
and acted upon by our staff. For me, this data 
reflected the sustained commitment we have 
to building team culture at MGGS and the 
remarkable application of our teachers to 
create a shared purpose that overlays subjects 
and faculties and academic results. 

I am very aware every day that I am 
working alongside teachers who believe in the 
vision we have forged for our students and are 
putting themselves wholly into building this, 

understanding that everyone plays a part, and 
only together can we succeed.

As we look to 2017 and the implementation 
of our reformed Senior Years Program, the 
ongoing improvement to all our learning 
programs, and the realisation of our Artemis 
Project, I am immensely grateful and celebrate 
the teams that have made this possible. At the 
heart of our team work is the shared purpose 
to create student-centred learning experiences 
that emphatically empower our girls to 
be confident, flourishing citizens in their 
contemporary world of work, relationships, 
and community interactions. 

And we will not leave anyone behind – 
neither teachers nor students, because in our 
collaborative community all of us matter, all of 
us are part of the success we aspire to, and all 
of us are contributors to the greater experience 
of MGGS.

Catherine Misson 
Principal

FRONT COVER
Ephemera Undone

Ella Furphy, Year 12, is the 
recipient of the Principal’s 
Art Acquisition Award 
for 2016. 

Her painting Alysia, will 
hang in my office for 2017 
as an acquired piece for the 
School’s Art Collection. 

I was drawn to the content 
of Ella’s painting, the 
beautiful use of colour, 
and the expertise with 
which Ella executed her 
painting.
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The flowers are blooming at 
Melbourne Girls Grammar.  
Have you seen them? 

Nestled in the corner of the Nina Crone 
Library there is a work of art depicting a 
stylised forest, with flowers that reach to the 
ceiling, open and close mechatronically, and 
change colour depending on the light. 

Titled Ephemera Undone, the new 
installation is a blend of engineering, fantasy 
and colour; giving students new insights into 
science, technology, engineering, arts, and 
mathematics (STEAM) subjects. 

It was created by an enthusiastic team of 
educators from Victoria University’s College 
of Science and Engineering who adopted the 
creative moniker Skunk Control for their 
artistic endeavours. The group’s aim is to 
communicate art through science, and vice 
versa. 

Through their installations – which are 
hand-built in an engineering lab over many 
months – this collective communicates and 
explores the “intersection of art and science” 
that prompt investigation and engage feelings 
of excitement through the process of discovery. 
This is their first permanent installation.

Catherine Misson appointed Skunk 
Control to produce the creative expression 
of art and science after seeing the ingenuity 
and playfulness of the group’s work locally, 
including Melbourne’s Gertrude Street 
Projection Festival. 

At the unveiling Catherine stated, 
“Ephemera Undone achieves not only a 
beautiful symbiotic expression of art and 
science, but it provides our community with a 
sensory and cognitive experience. It is one that 
will be appreciated and will no doubt become 
an innovative thread in the learning fabric of 
Melbourne Girls Grammar.”  

“Not only is [Ephemera Undone] a 
celebration and showcase of Melbourne-based 
talent, it will be a constant visual reminder of 
the potential we have within us.”

EPHEMERA UNDONE

BLOOMING BRILLIANT
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Inaugural Director of STEM

At Melbourne Girls Grammar, our vision is focused 
on the future and we continue to redesign the experience 
of schooling for our girls today in order to prepare them 
for success in a constantly evolving and increasingly 
complex world. 

Advancing Science, Technology, Engineering, and 
Mathematics (STEM) education is a critical focus for 
Melbourne Girls Grammar. We value the importance 
of educating our young women in these areas and 
are committed to expanding and diversifying their 
opportunities in these fields of endeavour.  

To help us push ahead in our creativity and 
innovation strategy, Ivan Carlisle will assume the 
inaugural role of Director of STEM in 2017. 

Having previously worked as an engineer and 
achieving his Master in Teaching and Master in 
Education in Policy, Ivan joined Melbourne Girls 
Grammar in 2011 where he has taught Mathematics, 
Science and Philosophy. 

Ivan will be instrumental in building programs 
and opportunities that contribute to the continued 
development of our culture of inspiration, innovation, 
enterprise and optimism. Ivan will focus on exploring 
extended opportunities for students and staff to get 
involved in a breadth of STEM initiatives. 

“It is a privilege to have the opportunity to be part of a 
forward looking STEM education agenda. One that seeks 
to equip MGGS students to become enterprising ethical 
women of action who will be able to confidently leave their 
mark on the world in this era of technological innovation.

I am excited by the chance to contribute to a program 
that fosters budding futurists, who are enamoured by what 
could be, and who are excited to be an enterprising part of 
making their visions of the future become reality.”   
– Ivan Carlisle
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Over the past three years, the Early Learning Centre and Junior School have 
been working closely with UK educational specialist, Professor Guy Claxton, 
to implement the Building Learning Power approach within our classrooms. 

Building Learning Power (BLP) refers 
to the teaching practice that identifies and 
articulates the key learning ‘muscles’ the 
students are using during their learning 
experiences. These can include qualities such 
as resilience, independence, collaboration, 
creativity, reflective practice, tolerance, 
resourcefulness, persistence and managing 
one’s distractions. By expressing the learning 
strengths as they are being used, the students 
learn to identify the positive traits and what 
they ‘feel like’. With practice, the students can 
utilise these traits with greater ease, making 
their internal learning world more focused 
and open to problem solving and acquiring 
knowledge. These learning ‘muscles’ are 
essential for optimum life learning and 
wellbeing.

The team of MGGS educators dedicated 
to the project have participated in regular 
think-tanks with both Guy Claxton and a select 
group of other passionate educators from 
Independent Schools Victoria to collaborate 
and share experiences, ideas and approaches 
to use within an Australian context.

Within MGGS, the BLP project has 
presented opportunities for Early Learning 
and Junior Years educators to connect, 
communicate and develop our understanding 
of the competencies that interlink our teaching 
with the Learning Powers. As a team, we  
created, imagined and developed new ways 
of learning. The exchange between programs 
and campuses has created thriving and 
collaborative learning environments for both 
our students and staff.

Classroom cultures have transformed 
as staff have become active participants in 
the learning process by exploring how to 
create, cultivate and model the Learning 
Powers through effective collaboration and 
communication. Evidence of staff modelling 
is frequently heard as the girls participate 
in conversations that demonstrate their 
understanding of the importance in sharing 
information and ideas in order to solve 
problems and find solutions.

Recently in the sandpit, several three year 
old girls were trying to work out how to get 
water to travel from one end of two pipes into a 
bucket on the other side. As the water travelled 
between two pipes, it kept spilling out in the 
crack where the two pipes joined. After great 
trial and error, brainstorming and teamwork, 
the girls finally achieved their goal. “Yay! We 
did it! We tried and we tried and we never gived 
up!” Mariella yelled with joy.

Through the collaborative process the girls 
are able to unite their experiences and problem 
solving skills. As the girls struggle through 
their attempts for solutions they are able 
to encourage each other to keep persisting. 
Resilience and motivation are strengthened as 
the girls work collaboratively together. 

Nicole Stynes 
Head of Early Learning

BUILDING LEARNING POWER TEAM WORK

EARLY LEARNING
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ABOVE: The girls share ideas and observations 
made about the skeleton of the human hand.

LEFT: When working with new materials, small 
groups enable the girls to share techniques, 
problem solve and learn from each other.

FAR LEFT: Working together the girls are able to 
dig a deep hole to become their lake. 

RIGHT: Several three year old girls 
tried to work out how to get water 

to travel from one end of two pipes 
into a bucket on the other side.

BELOW: Working together to 
build a ‘jungle bridge’, “we are 

doing teamwork.”

ABOVE: The girls discussed, planned and built their city, for 
the Bee-Bot to ‘go visiting’. One pair of hands can create a 
house but many hands can create a city. 

LEFT: Sometimes the world is just an easier place to live in if 
we take turns and help each other out. 
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1890s TO 2016

MORRIS HALL HISTORY

In 1903, Principal Miss Morris claimed the junior years were “probably the 
most important period of school life”.  In 1910, a new junior school building 
was named after the Morris family who had been so important in the 
development of the School, with the curriculum including French, Science, 
Drawing and Gardening, and with sport every afternoon from 3.00pm – 
4.00pm. 

1939 ushered in a period of great change 
and upheaval. The new Headmistress, Miss D 
J Ross, after careful study of the Junior School, 
felt the teaching was outmoded. She brought in 
new teachers and appointed a new head, Miss 
Mary Davis. Miss Davis explained in 1940 
that the desired teaching methods called for an 
engaged class, not a silent one, with children 
cooperating together in shared experiences. 

Then in 1942, the School was occupied 
by the RAAF and the Junior School was taken 
to Marysville to live in two guest houses. All 
children became boarders overnight and 
all teachers took on extra responsibility, 
supervising children 24-hours a day. Classes 
did not resume at the School until the RAAF 
left in August 1944. 

On March 31 1966, the Junior School 
was opened in new educational buildings in 
Caroline Street. It continued to thrive in its 
new home and in 1979 a Preparatory year was 
introduced. In 1980 Miss Merna Thomas 
retired as Junior School Headmistress after 30 
years at the School. 

The new Head, Miss Pam Ayers, brought 
in a number of new initiatives. The House 
System began, a camping program was 

established, Italian was introduced, and 
by 1986 computers were in use. In 1989 
a new Music Centre was opened. By the 
1990s girls were particularly encouraged to 
participate in the “non-traditional” areas of 
mathematics, science and technology.  The 
science curriculum was skill-based with an 
overarching environmental theme. 

At the end of 1996, Pam Ayers resigned 
and Diane Bourke was appointed. Under 
her direction the Junior School adopted 
the Reggio Emilia philosophy. In 2001, 
Ayers House was established as the Year 3 
Centre for sustainable living and learning. 
In 2011 – 2012, under the leadership of new 
Principal Catherine Misson, Diane oversaw 
a total transformation of the Morris Hall 
environment, resulting in Years 5 and 6 moving 
to Merton Hall, with a purpose-built primary 
campus emerging.

With its origins in the late 19th Century, 
and weathering many changes of place and 
purpose in the 20th Century, it has today 
emerged as a thriving 21st Century learning 
centre for Prep to Year 4 girls.

Pip O’Connor (Farrer, 1965)    
Multimedia Historian

RIGHT:  
21st Birthday at 
Caroline Street 

in 1987
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LEFT: Morris Hall girls in 1974 

BELOW: Morris Hall in 1970

ABOVE LEFT: Miss Thomas 
in 1980

ABOVE: 1942 Morris Hall 
classroom 

LEFT: Morris Hall in 1915

RIGHT & BELOW:  
Morris Hall in the current day

LEFT: Morris Hall 
in 1966
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FROM LITTLE THINGS BIG THINGS GROW

JUNIOR YEARS

“Like a mustard seed, which is the smallest of all seeds on earth. Yet when planted, it grows and becomes the largest 
of all garden plants, with such big branches that the birds can perch in its shade.” The Parable of the Mustard Seed

On Friday 9 September 2016, the Morris 
Hall community enjoyed a truly wonderful 
afternoon as we celebrated a significant 
chapter in our School’s impressive history – 50 
years at Caroline Street. Those families who 
remember the opening of the reimagined 
Morris Hall in 2012 will fondly recall the 
beautiful installation to mark the opening 
of the new building. As you make your way 
up the stairs to the first floor, you can see the 
beautiful carved wooden tree full of colourful 
birds created by the girls. Based on the Parable 
of the Mustard Seed and the message ‘From 
little things big things grow’, it has such special 
significance to our campus. Visitors to our 
campus regularly comment on it as it really 
is stunning. It therefore seemed fitting that 
a project to mark our 50th year would once 
again be based on this concept. This time our 
collaborative project, involving every girl at 
Morris Hall, would be an outdoor installation. 
It was decided that an organic ‘Celebration 
Tree’ made from natural materials would be 
perfect. 

The project began with a study of autumn 
leaves. Led by our talented Art teachers, 
Mrs McLaughlin and Mrs Davies, the girls 
collected fallen autumn leaves, studying their 
shape and colour. They sketched the leaves and 
added colour using pastels. The collection of 
work was then beautifully displayed outside 
the Art Studio. After this initial investigation, 
the girls set to work making clay leaves. 

Once the leaves were fired, the assembly 
of the ‘Celebration Tree’ began. It remained 
covered until the week before our celebration. 
There was much discussion as the word spread 
about what was underneath the blue tarpaulin 
and our Morris Hall community grew more 
and more curious to see the final product. 

This striking installation is positioned 
outdoors on the edge of the patio for all to 
enjoy as we gather together as a community 
each afternoon. 

Kellie Morgan 
Director of Early Learning and Junior Years

From the staff:

“The installation of our beautiful organic 
tree in the Morris Hall Garden is a fine 
demonstration of a collaborative project resulting 
in a symbolic, organic, artistic installation 
for the School community to enjoy. Clear 
communication, unified problem solving and 
effective collaboration are the hallmarks of 
harmonious communities. The Visual Arts at 
Morris Hall are reflective of these attributes, 
demonstrating that the benefits of collaboration 
through the arts cultivate a bonded community, 
together with shared responsibility and a sense of 
ownership for specific tasks.” Marina Davies, Art 
Teacher

“Although there was much satisfaction, 
pride and joy for the girls as they witnessed the 
final installation of their collaborative efforts, 
there were equal amounts of energy and magic 
unfolding along the way. The discussions and 
explorations about the art elements such as line, 
shape, colour and form enabled the girls to have 
a clear vision of where we were heading with our 
project. Our learning community truly treasure 
the artistic process as much as the completed 
body of work. There is a real understanding that 
these building blocks are essential and are used 
by artists to create their finished piece.” Lorie 
McLaughlin, Art Teacher

From the girls:

“First we used a lot of clay. There was a lot! 
We looked at leaves and thought about how to 
make one. Then Mrs McLaughlin put it in the 
oven that clay goes into to dry. It looks beautiful 
now. Mrs Edwards put some lovely plants in front 
of it too.” Clara, Prep

“Isn’t it beautiful! People just want to see the 
tree. I liked designing my leaf.”  Miffy, Prep

“It looks so nice. Everyone has the chance 
to do something and that is what makes it so 
special.” Genovefa, Prep

“50 years of Morris Hall being at Caroline 
Street! 50 years of development, change and 
joy. Our Celebration Tree marks this special 

anniversary and reminds us that Morris Hall 
girls are always branching out. When we listened 
to our Old Grammarians speaking at our 
assembly we learned things from Morris Hall’s 
past. Our 50th anniversary assembly was very 
formal because Morris Hall is very special.” 
Miller, Year 4 

“Wow! It’s been 50 years of Morris Hall 
running here on this spot and this tree is a 
perfect way to represent the School’s great 
accomplishment. They say, “From little things, big 
things grow”. The tree is such an amazing sight 
for many people and it just makes me think of 
how incredible everyone is.” Tara P, Year 4

“The Morris Hall tree is a symbol of Morris 
Hall’s 50 year anniversary in this space. Each 
girl has creatively made a leaf to put on the tree. 
“From little things, big things grow.” At our 50 
year assembly we had some Old Grammarians 
share their Morris Hall stories. We even had 
the girl who spoke at the opening of Morris Hall 
50 years ago! We were all interested in hearing 
about our very own School’s history. I enjoyed the 
whole ceremony and also learnt a lot.” Imogen, 
Year 4

““From little things, big things grow” is a 
really special lesson to learn. To me, it means no 
matter how small or insignificant you think you 
are, you can be anything as long as you believe in 
yourself. When I heard that message at assembly 
it really made me think about that and believe it 
too.” Helena, Year 4

“Morris Hall is a community. A family on 
Caroline Street that has been there for 50 years. 
The tree resembles the girls as a family as well as 
friends. The 50 years we’ve all made resembles 
how important it is to all of us that we are a 
community who appreciate who each and every 
one of us are. Morris Hall is my family and “from 
little things, big things grow.”” Amelia, Year 4
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When planning and designing the MGGS Middle Years Program, much thought was put into not only understanding 
the context in which our girls currently live, learn and grow, but also the world in which they will lead their adult lives.  
As a result of this, both the Wildfell and St Hilda’s Programs provide many opportunities for our girls to engage in 
learning experiences to foster and develop the critical skills they will need in the future. 

This year, the Year 6 Exhibition of Learning 
focused on the idea that collaboration 
promotes change and innovation. The girls 
inquired into collaboration to identify why it 
is considered a critical skill for the 21st century. 
From collaborative skills to collaborative 
spaces, the students explored the best ways 
for groups to work together to achieve shared 
goals. After developing an understanding of 
collaboration, students applied these skills 
when working with a group to inquire into the 
United Nations Conventions of the Rights of 
the Child. They discovered places around the 
world where rights were not being adhered 
to, looking to discover what was being done 
to improve the situation. With the knowledge 
that, “Alone we can do so little, but together 
we can do so much”, the collaborative teams 
worked together to each design an innovation 
that might create change or draw significant 
awareness to the issue.

During the unit of learning, the girls 
discovered that collaboration can be a difficult 
task because it requires the ability to work 
efficiently with different people and teams. 

It challenges each and every individual to 
accept others and their ideas. From listening to 
experts, research and firsthand experience,  the 
girls identified that diverse teams often have 
the best outcome, as they bring a variety of 
ideas and knowledge to the group.  

There is no doubt that the Collaboration 
Unit challenged our Year 6 girls to understand 
ideas and develop skills that will serve them 
well, not only during their time at Melbourne 
Girls Grammar, but in the years beyond.  This 
is evident in the student reflections.

Student Reflections

“I learnt many new skills during the 
exhibition, especially skills of collaboration, 
resilience, leadership and negotiation. These are 
the types of skills that I can see will help me in 
all aspects of my life and especially in my future 
career.  I also learnt important life skills that help 
me to stay positive and get the best out of any 
situation and how to face challenges. There were 
challenges when working with a team, however 
using the skills of collaboration, it is possible 

to get a good result and reach goals.” Anneka 
Hansen 

“Although the exhibition was full of 
challenges, it was really enjoyable and seeing 
how all our hard work and team work resulted 
in one creative and innovative presentation was 
amazing. We learnt about how to be strong, 
effective communicators, how to listen actively 
and the importance of organisation. These are 
skills that I can use in my everyday life at school, 
home and even in the playground. Learning 
these skills early in life will allow us to be effective 
global citizens in the future.” Chloe Knott

“My favourite part of this learning 
experience was when we finally saw the product 
of all our hard work. The hardest part was the 
challenges our group faced when we had to 
collaboratively come up with an innovation. This 
taught me that there are certain skills that are 
crucial for effective collaboration like planning, 
combining ideas, effective communication and 
problem solving.” Abbie Montague

Leigh Pitt 
Assistant Director of Middle Years

YEAR 6 EXHIBITION OF LEARNING

MIDDLE YEARS



   MGGS INFORMATION EXCHANGE SUMMER 2016     13 



14    MGGS INFORMATION EXCHANGE SUMMER 2016

DIVERSITY IN OUR STUDENTS’ VOICES

SENIOR YEARS

“Social and emotional learning is the process through which we learn to recognise and manage emotions, care 
about others, make good decisions, behave ethically and responsibly, develop positive relationships and avoid 
negative behaviours” – Elias et al. in CEOM (2007) Student Wellbeing. 

I believe that the benefits of educating 
girls through a social and emotional process 
include an increase in academic competence, 
an increase in motivation to learn, a reduction 
in anxiety, an improvement in attention and an 
increase in commitment and connectedness 
to school. This eventually leads students to 
develop into independent yet caring thinkers 
and compassionate, resilient young women. 

We see each girl as a unique individual 
with her own dreams, skills and expectations 
that need scope to be developed within the 
framework of our school. We aim to shape our 
community into a caring, safe and supportive 
environment that enables the growth of the 
individual girl to best develop the skills to 
analyse and critique her own strengths and 
weaknesses. This is of utmost importance. 
This will eventually enable her to have the 
self-knowledge to lead a meaningful life in the 
21st century. 

Adolescents are always searching for 
meaning in their lives and coupled with their 
family, the source of meaning is drawn from 
the sense of belonging they have at school in 
their daily interactions with adults and peers. 
Therefore, providing opportunities where 
diversity is valued and celebrated contribute 

to a respect for difference which is increasingly 
important in the global context of educating 
young people.

What follows is an excerpt from an 
essay by a brave, articulate and strong young 
woman, Violet Leonard (Year 12, 2016). 
Here she reflects on our efforts in the Senior 
Years Program to provide safe and open 
environments in which our young women 
learn who they are and how they wish to live 
in the world. She writes with trust that we will 
hear her voice with open minds and hearts:

Imagine a MGGS girl from the 1950s being 
transported to the school of 2016 that we know 
and love today. She’d be confused, more than 
anything else. Not just of the different uniform 
or modern facilities, but by the very students 
themselves. Was that Mandarin she just heard 
being spoken in the dining hall? Is the Boarding 
House Vice-Captain really an Indigenous girl? 

In modern day Australia, we take our 
cultural diversity mostly for granted. We are 
largely an immigrant nation and a crucial part 
of our success is linked to our unique blend of 
cultures and people. 

Another change our 1950s girl might wonder 
at is the strength of encouragement within our 

School for students to create a community in 
which diversity is celebrated and girls have the 
courage, confidence and support to embrace and 
express who they are. For me, that realisation 
began last year with an incredibly brave speech 
by a Year 12 girl about her sexual identity, in our 
first Diversity Assembly for Years 9 – 12 students. 
Sitting in the audience as someone struggling 
with her own identity, it had a profound impact 
on me. That speech gave me the courage, as a 
Year 12 girl myself this year, to come out to my 
peers after a long time of trying to hide who I 
was. I thought it might be hard to talk about in a 
girls’ school and I was worried that some people 
would judge me; but the groundswell of support 
from all the girls is a great sign of future change. 

Here at Melbourne Girls Grammar 
everyone tries their best to look after each and 
every one of their students; as this School has 
always committed itself wholeheartedly to 
pastoral care. I hope that the girls who come after 
me will find that their identity isn’t an issue and 
that they will feel free to be themselves and extend 
the hand of friendship and inclusion to all; even a 
time-traveler from the 1950s.

Lamia Rockwell 
Director of Senior Years
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Year after year, Valedictory Celebrations bring a sense of mixed emotions; both sadness and gratitude. The Year 12s’ 
final week displayed the fun-loving nature of the class of 2016. 

Their creative costumes brightened up the 
school and the daily dance parties once again 
brought girls from various year levels together. 
They continued to leave their mark as the 
compassionate group they are. The week was 
a time for the girls to reflect on their years at 
school, acknowledge their teachers, embrace 
their last days as schoolgirls and rejoice in 
approaching the next stage of their lives.

The entire School community came 
together to farewell the girls at the Valedictory 
Assembly on Wednesday 12 October. Always 
a memorable occasion, this was the moment 
that the girls truly realised how much they 
valued and appreciated their school life and 
would miss seeing each other every day. 
Every year, the Year 12 Ensemble seems to 
grow in numbers; this year 18 girls performed 
a touching musical tribute Go the Distance 
from the musical Hercules which moved all, 
including Ensemble 12, to tears. It was their gift 
to their friends, family and the staff of MGGS.

The sentiments continued as the School 
Captains reviewed the year. Alexandria 
Harding addressed her peers, emphasising 
one of the MGGS values which resonates well 
with the class of 2016. She said “…This culture 
of compassion within our year level is deeply 

embedded in who we are as a group. Compassion 
not just between the Year 12s, but extending a 
hand beyond this year level whether it be one on 
one, or in a group environment. So thank you for 
being compassionate, for putting aside your own 
stresses to help others, and bettering the school 
community for it”.  

The Class of 2016 was thanked and 
farewelled on behalf of the School by the 
incoming School Captain, Elisabeth Wong 
Hansen.

The celebrations culminated at the 
Valedictory chapel and dinner. Class of 2016 
Valedictorian, Violet Leonard, summed it 
up for all when she referred to the class of 
2016 and Melbourne Girls Grammar as a 
community where diversity is celebrated. 
Violet said, “What makes that community spirit 
so much more incredible is the fact that we’re a 
very – to use the buzzword of the year – diverse 
cohort. We differ in background, interests and 
opinion, yet we still manage to be a very close-knit 
group which supports each other when we need it. 
But diversity in itself is nothing without inclusion 
and that is something that has been a consistent 
strength of this year level. Everyone in this cohort 
has sense of who they are, what they like and 
what they don’t like. Some people like sport, 

others would prefer to curl up with tea and a 
book. Some like fashion, others like politics. And 
some like all of the above.”

Sally Gorton, mother of Ella Furphy, 
2016 School Vice Captain, delivered her toast 
warmly and whole heartedly to the School and 
the teachers of MGGS saying, “The bricks and 
mortar without the relationships the teachers 
foster with the students, are just that, bricks and 
mortar, nothing more. It is the people within 
the walls that give the buildings their soul, their 
warmth and their kindness. That make the 
buildings a safe place in the world... What the 
teachers have created is an environment where 
the girls feel cared for and they care for you in 
return.  It is evidence of your heart and soul that 
they are striving beyond themselves. Whatever 
their ATAR, that others matter is something you 
have created.” Her toast brought tears to the 
eyes of many!

The graduating class of 2016 will always 
be remembered as a group of young women 
who are compassionate and well-rounded. On 
behalf of the School community I congratulate 
them and wish them luck for the future.

Lamia Rockwell 
Director of Senior Years

VALEDICTORY CELEBRATIONS – CLASS OF 2016

SENIOR YEARS
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COLLABORATION IN ACTION

BOARDING

One of the great strengths of our Boarding House is the quality and depth of the relationships built between the 
School, families and girls. Our girls truly value the opportunity to learn about themselves, develop their character, 
build relationships and become independent young women. 

With our boarders spanning Australia 
and, in many cases, the globe, they bring 
with them a wide range of abilities, learning 
experiences and expectations. This diversity 
of experience and perspective ensures that our 
girls are exposed to different ways of thinking 
and seeing the world which builds a broader 
outlook on life. 

Our Boarding House is a residential 
community integrated into the learning hub 
within Melbourne Girls Grammar, which 
enables a holistic and balanced approach to 
our students’ education and a strong culture of 
collaboration. Building robust relationships is 
critical for collaboration and we purposefully 
have formal, informal, staff led and student 
led activities to embed and strengthen 
relationships. Student leaders form a big part 
of this social structure in the House.

Through boarding the girls develop a 
strong connection to their peers as well as 
the many adults that care for them. Feeling 
supported and comfortable are keys stages in 
feeling a sense of belonging, and with young 
and dynamic professional staff who reside 
amongst the girls in the House, we aim to 
reflect the scope of personalities and needs of 
each girl in the diversity of our staff team.  

Collaboration between Boarding House 
staff and boarders is critical in responding to 

the needs of the girls and we strive to work 
together to continually change and find 
improvements. The House has a fluid and 
open door structure and girls can speak to staff 
at any time and we always encourage self and 
peer advocates.  

The Boarding House staff know the girls 
really well and provide hands-on support and 
guidance and are strong role models. They are 
there when the girls return from school and 
they are there when they are to be put to bed. 
A staff member specifically allocated to our St 
Hilda’s boarders also provides the different 
support the younger girls require. The Senior 
Management staff of the Boarding House, 
including Assistant Director of Boarding, Jane 
Carolan, and Jess McKenzie (Boarding House 
Co-ordinator, starting next year), collaborate 
with the Boarding House staff and day school 
to ensure the best care for the girls. 

Outside of the Boarding House staff, we 
collaborate with a wide range of other staff 
and members of our community. Guardians 
communicate with us constantly with the 
daily arrangements and tracking of the girls. 
Our Catering Manager, Sun, always takes 
on feedback from the girls and is continually 
trying new recipes and ways to please!

For our international boarders, Rosetta 
Monaco, who runs Education 21, and Silvana 

(pictured below), support our girls with their 
English across all subjects. Emily Chen, who 
is currently part of the Enrolments team at 
MGGS, wears many hats and is also an Old 
Grammarian, has worked in Boarding House 
and is a translator. The International Co-
ordinator also spends lots of time with the girls 
in and out of the classroom. 

In the day school, Meg Donnelly, VCE 
Co-ordinator, ensures the girls are supported 
and comply with the VCE requirements. There 
is also regular and constant collaboration and 
communication on a daily basis on wellbeing 
and academics with the Directors and Assistant 
Directors of our Middle and Senior Years 
Programs.  

The resilience and compassion required to 
reside with peers as an adolescent is significant 
and there is no doubt that boarding as an 
experience is challenging. The independent 
living skills and an ingrained culture of 
determination to achieve their best are core to 
our boarders’ experience. With a wraparound 
team of support bridging both the Boarding 
House and day school, the girls are provided 
with a safe space to challenge themselves and 
push themselves into every opportunity. 

Laura Daley
Director of Boarding
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At MGGS, community plays a 
significant role in the journey of our 
girls through their schooling lives. 
Providing support and guidance, 
parents, grandparents and special 
friends add vibrancy to the MGGS 
community and their contributions 
are immeasurable; we cherish the 
times when they come to school. 

Each year the School hosts a number 
of Grandparent Days at School across its 
campuses. In both our Junior Years and 
Middle Years Programs, girls have the 
opportunity to invite their grandparents and 
special friends to School for a morning tea 
and a visit to their classrooms. These days are 
much loved by students and grandparents and 
are a great way for students to showcase their 
School to their wider family.

The Parents Association also host a 
number of Father Daughter Breakfasts.  
Always a heart-warming and joyous occasion, 
these breakfasts are lovely way to start the day 
and are a celebration and acknowledgement of 
the relationship between father and daughter. 

WITH FATHERS, GRANDPARENTS AND SPECIAL FRIENDS

BREAKFASTS WITH 
COMMUNITY CHAMPIONS



   MGGS INFORMATION EXCHANGE SUMMER 2016     19 

On Monday 24 October, the Year 11 students and PDMs, newly elected 
SEC members and their families gathered in the Chapel of St Luke for the 
Inauguration of the 2017 Student Executive Council.

We were fortunate to have the Dean of 
Melbourne, the Right Reverend Dr Andreas 
Loewe presiding over the service, assisted by 
our Chaplain, Reverend Denise Nicholls. The 
Dean is a member of the School Council and 
is always an engaging speaker. In reflecting 
upon Psalm 121, he spoke of the challenges of 
hiking in the Welsh Highlands as a student and 
stressed the importance of camaraderie and 
teamwork in facing challenges, achieving goals 
and “climbing the mountains of coursework 
and assessment”. 

Elisabeth Wong Hansen, 2017 School 
Captain shared the SEC’s intentions for the 
year ahead:

“Together we have decided that we will 
focus on ‘the little things’…. In our discussion, we 
agreed that sometimes the little things in life are 
underappreciated and can often go unnoticed. 

Little things such as waves and smiles from other 
girls in the corridor, the extra minute a teacher 
puts in to explain a concept you don’t understand 
or the hot lemon drink your mum makes for 
you when you get sick…. Everyone here today 
is willing to lend a helping hand, provide some 
encouraging words or just put in a little effort. 
And the truth is that little by little, a little  
becomes a lot.”

We congratulate the members of 
the Student Executive Council on their 
inauguration as they take on their leadership 
roles in various domains. 

Lynn Broadway 
Deputy Principal: Staffing and Operations

MONDAY 24 OCTOBER

INAUGURATION OF THE 2017 
STUDENT EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

School Captain: Elisabeth Wong Hansen
School Vice Captain: Charlotte Hartley
School Vice Captain: Ingrid Zhang
Boarding House Captain: Ruby Yates
Boarding House Vice Captain: Jordyn Ah Mat
Art Captain: Gilda Jones
Art Vice Captain: Alessi D’Andrea
CAS Captain: Alexandra Roger
CAS Vice Captain: Jemima Allen
Drama Captain: Madeleine Galea
Drama Vice Captain: Anna Rasheed
Music Captain: Qi (Rebecca) Wang
Music Vice Captain: Georgia Fitzpatrick
Sports Captain: Isobel McFarlane
Sports Vice Captain: Tamia De Araujo
Batman House Captain: Lauren Crouch
Batman House Vice Captain: Olivia Cash
Clarke House Captain: Chiara Cementon
Clarke House Vice Captain: Sarah Ward-Ambler
Hensley House Captain: Elizabeth Burns
Hensley House Vice Captain: Claudia Calvert
Mungo House Captain: Charlotte Mills
Mungo House ViceCaptain: Olivia Vesely
Taylor House Captain: Julia Bowes
Taylor House Vice Captain: Lauren Wright Hill
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WEDNESDAY 12 – SATURDAY 15 OCTOBER

ART EXHIBITION 

The 2016 Melbourne Girls Grammar Art Exhibition saw the production of exciting new initiatives across the School’s 
Art Curriculum. Art of Design, a new subject established in the Middle Years, displayed a strong presence. The 
innovative program allowed students to explore industry practice in architecture, environmental and interior design, 
while dynamic projects in industrial and communication design also presented heavily.  

Most year groups took the outstanding 
opportunity to visit the Andy Warhol and Ai 
Weiwei summer exhibition at the National 
Gallery of Victoria. The stylistic approaches 
and contrast of mediums was responded to 
sensitively and beautifully by different year 
groups. A highlight was the Year 7 porcelain 
flower installation demonstrating the delicate 
approach to sculptural techniques which Ai 
Wei Wei explores while Warhol’s expressive 
approach to silkscreen technique extended 
across other Art and Studio disciplines. 

The Year 12s responded strongly to 
their camp experience at the Queensland 
Art Gallery and Gallery of Modern Art in 
Brisbane, where they viewed the eighth Asia 
Pacific Triennial of Contemporary Art (APT). 
The girls were challenged to interpret art 
making which explored sensitive issues of 
globalisation, cultural heritage, social and 

political ideas. The students took strongly to 
the cultural themes expressed through the 
exhibition and these themes transcended 
through the exhibition.

Ella Furphy was awarded this year’s 
Principal’s Acquisition Art Award for her oil on 
panel painting which explored commonalities 
in human perception, as a weightless figure is 
submerged in water. 

Our artist in residence program 
introduced Carly Fisher and Clare Rae, who 
created strong bodies of work with the Year 6 
and 8 students. Fisher explored model making 
skills in replicating what is unnoticed in our 
environment, while Rae challenged the Years 
10 and 11 Photography students to engage 
with their environment both physically and 
psychologically.  

Of course one of the highlights of our 
exhibition is always showcasing the work of 

our ELC. The students at these levels always 
approach their art making with such energy, 
imagination and authenticity. This year we 
have marvelled at the variety of mediums they  
explored. The approach to tactile surfaces 
by recreating collaged large scale dinosaurs 
through natural and found materials, rough 
sculpture and wire pieces and the dynamic 
installation, mural and video work which 
captures the passion and energy of what 
movement and art making is all about.

The Department’s dynamic program can 
be attributed to the dedication of its staff. I 
would like to thank Marcel Cousins, Belinda 
Lloyd, Claire Gallagher, Charmaine Irwin, 
Sheryle Allen, Matt Perkins, Kieran Pinnuck, 
Susanna Watterston and Sally Hill.

Nicole Harbison 
Head of Senior Years Art Curriculum
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OPPORTUNITIES TO SEEK, SHARE AND COLLABORATE

CENTRE FOR EDUCATIONAL ENTERPRISE

Opportunities to seek, share and collaborate at times can be difficult, and within the education sector these 
opportunities can be rare at best. In 2015, Melbourne Girls Grammar launched the Centre for Educational Enterprise 
(CEE) as a means through which to build a global education hub dedicated to collaboration, innovation and 
leadership in education practices.

CEE provides a platform for connecting 
educational entrepreneurs and leaders. It 
encourages participation in curriculum 
innovation, international outreach and 
learning about, and from, educational 
excellence programs everywhere. CEE 
facilitates global educational opportunities like 
never before.

We are fortunate at CEE to work with 
and meet some of the leading schools, service 
providers and educators of our time, and 
now we have an online space to explore 
opportunities, share resources, examine 
pedagogy and virtually traverse the globe.  

Some of our commercial partners include: 
Schoolbox, Synergetic, Timetabling Solutions, 
ClickView and Latitude Travel.  

Castilleja in California, Northern Beaches 
Christian School in New South Wales, Samuel 
Marsden Collegiate School in New Zealand, 
and the Liger School in Cambodia have already 
joined the CEE member schools network. 

As the school network grows, we plan 
to promote, share and support school and 
practitioner based research that is focussed 
on building enterprising mindsets in students 
and teachers alike. We will have a forum to 
share innovations and facilitate connections 
between like-minded schools, and we look 
forward to developing collaborative teacher 
programs and exchange opportunities for our 
girls. 

Working as a global collective ensures a 
diversity of cultural, contextual, experiential 
and sectoral paradigms. We plan to draw on 
each other’s experiences and embolden and 
encourage each other to continue to innovate 
and challenge educational paradigms and 
explore opportunities to connect and share 
professional learning.

As a school on the leading edge of 
innovation in its sector, we have had to 
rethink how we manage innovation and 
like the corporate sector, we see innovation 
increasingly accomplished via networks, 

where collaboration has become a new and 
important source of competitive advantage. 

Underpinning this brave new world 
of global conversations and networks 
is the technology infrastructure. Wise 
leveraging of technology can be the conduit 
to enable powerful collaborations, making 
the work of educators and the learning of 
students “without borders”. Technology 
should advance our human aspirations 
to connect, to create and to overcome the 

challenging factors of time, distance and even 
cultural contexts.  

We are excited about the future and the 
opportunities that will emerge from these 
partnerships; motivating, challenging and 
growing every teacher to be the best they can 
be for our girls in preparation for the world 
beyond our red brick walls. 

Catherine Misson 
Principal

SAVE THE DATE

Enterprising Minds Conference

Thursday 10 and Friday 11 August 2017

TOP: Design Thinking Inquiry Project presented by Tom Barrett, NoTosh.

ABOVE: Coaching For Educators Project, presented by Kath Murdoch.
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TEAM WORK

PARENTS ASSOCIATION

Sometimes I look at the calendar and am confused by the date that I see.  
Where did the time go? Wasn’t Term 1 just a day ago? How can all of those 
things we had planned for 2016 be behind us already?  And then, when I 
reflect on all that happens in a calendar year and all of the people it takes 
to make those things happen, I am so very thankful that I am part of a team.

At home, I am part of a family team.  We 
know each other’s strengths and weaknesses, 
our quirks and irritants.  We know how to 
support one another and how to push each 
other’s buttons.  We are often moving in 
different directions, at different times, and 
sometimes even on different continents, but 
we know we can always rely on each other for 
support, encouragement and understanding.  
We accept each other no matter what (or 
at least try for tolerance!) and know that 
ultimately we are each other’s cheerleaders.

At MGGS we are another form of family.  
As a Parents Association, nothing would 
happen without the team.  The auxiliary 
presidents, the class reps, the executive 
members, the committees, the swap shop 
volunteers and director – each of these roles is 
time-consuming, sometimes thankless, often 
hard, but always essential and would leave a 
massive hole in its absence.  

It is at this point in the year that I want 
to use this platform to say thank you.  Thank 
you for the early  mornings serving the rowers 

breakfast, thank you for the countless hours 
planning celebration dinners, thank you for 
sewing on buttons, ironing dresses, hemming 
skirts and keeping track of the buying and 
selling to help families make the most of 
their uniform dollar and teach the girls about 
good stewardship.  Thank you for  baking 
treats, for picking up sausages, for washing 
fruit, for making phone calls for welcoming 
new families, for supporting  friends in need.  
Thank you for planning special events, for 
organising reams of paper, for corralling 
groups of volunteers, for arriving early to set 
up, for staying late to take down.  It is by being 
a part of this team that we feel connected to our 
community and that we show our girls what 
it means to contribute.  And for each of you 
who has shown up, whether to pass a plate of 
chicken sandwiches at a cocktail party or to 
organise lunch for 350 people, thank you from 
the bottom of my heart.  

Lisa Beaumont 
President, Parents Association

SAVE THE DATE

Welcome to Parents  
Whole School Cocktail Party

Thursday 9 February 2017

*For current parents only
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Navy Blue Lunch 2016

A fantastic day for the whole community, 
the 13th Annual Navy Blue Lunch was held 
on Friday 2 September at Leonda by the 
Yarra. We were delighted to host over 300 
guests including current and past parents, 
staff, Old Grammarians and friends of 
Melbourne Girls Grammar. The day was 
busy with fabulous raffle prizes on offer and 
an extraordinary range of donations to our 
silent auction. Thank you to our amazingly 
generous community who supported us with 
the plethora of gifts. Thank you also to our 
sponsors, the NBL Committee, the PA, Class 
Representatives, the Community Office and 
staff who all contributed to a wonderful day. 
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2016 IN REVIEW

PHILANTHROPY

Generosity and community spirit have always been at the 
heart of the Melbourne Girls Grammar community.

In my first year as Director of Development at Melbourne Girls 
Grammar, this strong sense of community spirit at our School has been 
evident from my very first day in the role, as I have had the pleasure and 
privilege over the course of the year to meet with so many members of our 
donor community – Old Grammarians, past, current and future parents, 
staff and students. One common theme that emerges and is continually 
reinforced is the love and respect that so many members of our community 
have for our School. As my role is to encourage a culture of philanthropy 
amongst our community, these are factors that are extremely important and 
encouraging.

With our School being so close to realising the opening of the Artemis 
Centre, our world-class health and wellbeing centre due to open in 2017, 
our Annual Giving campaign this year focused on the Artemis Project and 
totalled $130,805. This represented an increase of 62% from the 2015 total, 
and is testament to the ongoing support and generosity of the Melbourne 
Girls Grammar community.

In 2016, we encouraged increased membership of our ‘200 Club’ – our 
community of donors who have made pledges towards Artemis. I would like 
to take this opportunity to welcome new members of the Artemis 200 Club 
in 2016. In addition, we have led tours of the Artemis site with the architects 
and builders, to enable our donors to get ‘up close and personal’ to this 
extraordinary facility, and understand what Artemis represents for current 
and future generations of Melbourne Girls Grammar students. 

We achieved our initial fundraising target of $5 million in August this 
year. However, with the cost of the building being close to $30 million, 
I would like to encourage our community to maintain its support of this 
project, so we can aim to reach nearly a third of the cost of this building 
from our community. I believe this would make an extraordinary statement 
for Melbourne Girls Grammar and for the future of girls’ education in 
Australia, if we could reach this milestone.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank our entire community of 
donors at Melbourne Girls Grammar – those who have given to previous 
capital campaigns at the School, as well as our Artemis 200 Club, those who 
continue to give to scholarships each year through Annual Giving, enabling 
life-changing opportunities for our students, those who are new to giving 
this year and those who have so kindly and generously agreed to leave a gift 
in their will to Melbourne Girls Grammar, thank you. 

Thank you also to the many parents who have taken time out of your 
busy schedules to assist in our fundraising efforts at Melbourne Girls 
Grammar – we are so greatly appreciative of your time, interest, love and 
support of our wonderful School.

Wishing you a wonderful Christmas and New Year.

Kathryn Austin 
Director of Development

Philanthropic Income 
Raised 2016:  
$1,058,277 

Artemis Campaign

Annual Giving

Voluntary Contribution 
With Fees

Events

Artemis Capital 
Campaign 2013-2016: 

$5,428,523 

Pledges

Annual Giving  
(Building Fund Only)

Voluntary Contributions  
with Fees

Single Gifts Received  
to Date

Annual Giving 2016: 
Demographics

First Time Donors

Staff

Past Parents

Current Parents

Old Grammarians

Annual Giving 2016: 
Distribution of Funds 

Building Fund

General Scholarships

Indigenous Scholarships

Old Grammarians Scholarship

Gilman Jones Scholarship

DJ Ross Memorial Fund

*Totals as of 3 November 2016.

thank you
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A lifelong passion for education, sport and friendship, led 
the Holmes sisters to “doing good things” for people and 
inspiring others to do so.

Life at Melbourne Girls Grammar in the 1950s is remembered with 
great fondness by Old Grammarian sisters Prue Johnson (Holmes, 1953) 
and Louise Gourlay (Holmes, 1955). Mad about sports, particularly 
swimming, hockey and baseball, the two girls were consecutive swimming 
captains in 1953 (Prue), 1954 and 1955 (Louise). “It was the highlight of my 
(school) life,” Louise said.

The level of interest in sport by Melbourne Girls Grammar girls, 
teachers and parents during this time highlighted the value in making the 
girls’ wellbeing central to the school experience. This value continues at 
the School today.

The sisters had a natural ability for swimming, Prue in backstroke and 
Louise in freestyle. Even their older sister Jenny took to the water, excelling 
in breaststroke. 

They would train three to four times a week off campus as there was 
no swimming pool on the Merton Hall campus in the 1950s. Swimming 
motivated the girls to learn to swim and the percentage of girls at the 
School taking up the sport increased every year.

Twice a week, Prue and Louise took a number of girls to swimming 
classes in preparation for lifesaving exams (now referred to as the Bronze 
Medallion), which were held at the City Baths. On Friday afternoons, 70 
Morris Hall girls were taken to the Olympic pool to be taught to swim. 
The aim of these lessons was to build the girls’ confidence in the water 
and improve their style. “We hoped that this would raise the standard of 
swimming (at the School) in future years,” Prue said.

A strong school spirit and a devotion to swimming saw the sisters 
develop into enthusiastic leaders in their roles as swimming captains. 
Louise recalls their enthusiasm was supported by their swimming 
teachers. “There was a culture of camaraderie and doing things as a group.”

Prue continues to swim today. Twice a week she hits the pool at 
6.30am and swims 1.5km. While there is solidarity in the pool, the sport 
“enables you to be part of a team”, Prue said. 

The sisters have a great legacy at MGGS in terms of their swimming 
achievements. The completion of the Artemis Centre in 2017, which 
will include an indoor/outdoor swimming pool – with a swimming lane 
named in their honour – will contribute to the School’s commitment to the 
wellbeing of the girls for years to come. “If the girls feel well, they can cope 
with anything,” Louise said.

Prue and Louise’s passion for Melbourne Girls Grammar today is 
attributed, amongst other things, to the lasting friendships they forged and 
sporting pursuits they achieved during their school years. 

The School’s commitment to wellbeing as central to the school 
experience continues today. The Artemis Centre will enable girls to 
develop the confidence, competencies and habits to proactively monitor 
and manage their health and wellbeing for generations to come.  

ABOVE: Senior Swimming Team, 1953. Prue Holmes (Captain) seated front row third from 
left and Louise Holmes (Vice Captain) seated front row third from right

BELOW: Louise Gourlay and Prue Johnson, 2016

The Artemis Centre will open in 2017. With thanks for a 
generous gift from Louise and her family, one of the swimming 
pool lanes at the Centre will be named in honour of both sisters 
and their time at the School as Swimming Captains. Melbourne 
Girls Grammar is extremely grateful for the philanthropic support 
we have received, and continue to receive, from members of our 
School community.

thank you
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thank you
ARTEMIS 200 CLUB

Miss Arabella Allen

Miss Jemima Allen

Mr Malcolm and Professor Katie Allen

Mr William Allen and Ms Monique Morris

Mr Timothy Anderson and Ms Rebecca 
Wilkinson

Mr Paul and Mrs Carolina Andrianakos 

Mr James and Mrs Annabel Banks

Mr Dennis and Mrs Gina Bastas

Mr John Bennetts and Ms Ann Ryan

Mr Timothy and Mrs Sasha Bennetts

Mr Jeremy and Mrs Caroline Blackshaw

Mr John and Mrs Fiona Blanch

Mr Justin and Mrs Renee Breeze

Mr Sam and Mrs Tania Brougham

Mr Howard and Mrs Jenny Brown

Mr Campbell and Mrs Theodora Burns

Mr Stuart (dec.) and Mrs Rebecca Buscombe

Mr John and Mrs Thelma Castles

Mr David Chen and Ms Joei Xu

Mr Michael Chew and Dr Jane Tran

Mr Craig and Mrs Katrina Chipperfield

Mr Cardy Chung

Mr Don and Mrs Fiona Clarke

Mr Michael and Mrs Christine Clough

Mr John and Mrs Christine Collingwood

Mr Andrew Cross and Ms Rebecca Wignall

Mr Grant Crothers and Ms Amanda Walton

Mr Timothy and Mrs Julia Dalton

Mr Simon Dighton and Ms Josie Rizza

Dr George and Mrs Penny Dimitroulis

Mr Ken Drake and Dr Vicki Nott

Mr Timothy and Mrs Leanne Drew

Mr John Dyson and Ms Trudie Horsfall

Dr Stewart and Mrs Sally Gough

Mr Andrew Gourlay

Mrs Louise Gourlay OAM

Mr Steven Gray and Mrs Kristina Florell-Gray

Mr Fred and Mrs Alexandra Grimwade

Miss Mary Grimwade 

Miss Olivia Grimwade 

Mr Michael and Mrs Sally-Anne Hains

Mr Charles Happell and Ms Paula Dwyer

Mr Adam and Mrs Elizabeth Harrison

Mr Michael and Mrs Emma Harrison

Mr Rudi and Mrs Rebecca Heitbaum

Mr John Higgins

Dr David Ho and Ms Kathleen Edwards

Mr Tom and Mrs Marion Honan

Dr Nicholas Houseman and Ms Jeanine 
Froomes

Mr Nicholas and Mrs Sally Howe

Mr David and Mrs Jane Humphreys

Mr Leigh and Ms Andrea Jasper

Mr Ken Jasper AM and Mrs Annette Jasper 

Mr Tom and Mrs Rosemary Jobling

Mr James Kelly and Ms Fiona Mason

Drs Jonathan and Harriet Knott 

Mr Mathew and Mrs Fleur Lansell

Mr Ric Lansell and Ms Samantha Hetrel

Ms Sue McCarthy

Mr Jim and Mrs Tina McMeckan

Mr Nelson and Mrs Catherine Mair

Mrs Janet Michelmore AO

Dr John Mills and Ms Helen Gaffney

Mr David and Mrs Catherine Misson

Mr Michael and Mrs Phoebe Moore

Mr Lynton and Mrs Susan Morgan

Mr Campbell and Mrs Victoria Neal

Old Grammarians Society 

Mr George and Mrs Jillian Pappas

Parents’ Association of MGGS

Mr Andrew and Mrs Anna Permezel

Mr Tom Poulton and Ms Wendy Peter

Mr Mark (dec.) and Mrs Carolyn Rayner

Mr Mark and Mrs Elaine Robins

Mr Shane and Mrs Anna Rothe

Dr Marion Saville

Mr Geoff Slade and Ms Anita Ziemer 

Mr Clive Smith

Mr Campbell and Mrs Helen Stewart

Mr Hayden and Mrs Eva Stockdale

Mr Trevor Townsend and Ms Sylvia Ma

Mr Richard and Mrs Lucinda Udovenya

Mr Ian and Mrs Penelope Ward-Ambler

Mr Peter Wettenhall and Ms Joanna Horgan

Ms Judy Wilkinson 

Mr Mark and Dr Kathleen Wilson 

Mr Dustin and Mrs Audrey Wu

Mr Jiqing Xu and Ms Jing Wang

Mr Michael and Mrs Louise Yates

Anonymous (1)

ANNUAL GIVING 

Mrs Sally Addison (1969)

Prof James Angus AO and Mrs Helen Angus

Mr John Anastasiou

Mr Sam and Mrs Angela Baillieu

Mrs Sally Beavis (1963)

Mrs Elizabeth Bills (1955)

Lady Boston of Faversham (1946)

Mrs Anne Bottomley (1953)

Mrs Jennifer Bourke (1951)

Mr Justin and Mrs Renee Breeze

Mrs Elspeth Brinsmead (1952)

Mrs Lynn Broadway

Mr Sam and Mrs Tania Brougham 

Mrs Pamela Buchdahl (1943)

Mrs Lois Burston (1956)

Mrs Rosemary Callow (1958)

Mrs Jessica Carvell (1942)

Dr Michael and Mrs Monique Chamberlain

Mr Michael and Mrs Christine Clough

Mr Matthew and Mrs Fiona Clunies-Ross

Miss Diana Creightmore (1954)

Miss Meredith Creightmore (1954)

Mrs Megan Derbidge (1962)

Ms Joanne Forge (1966)

Mrs Sally-Anne Hains

Ms Anne Hamilton

Mr Fong and Mrs Rosalind Hang

Mr P S and Mrs J M Hare (1971)

Mr Michael and Mrs Emma Harrison (1982)

Mr Christopher Hermann and Ms Maria Wilson 

Ms Madeleine Herring (1982)

Ms Felicity G Hogg (1956)

Mrs Christine Iseli (1960)

Mr Jerry and Ms Susie Jiang

Mr Edwin Kennon

Ms Nikki Kirkup 

Mrs Margaret L’Hullier (1961)

Mr John Laurie AC

Mr Vivian Lees and Ms Vanessa Wylie

Mrs Elizabeth Lewis (1951)

Mrs Margaret Long (1958)

Mrs Jill Loton (1947)

Mrs Susan McCarthy (1973)

Mr Chris McNamara and Ms Celia Conlan

The McNaughton Family

Mr and Mrs B A McPhail (1967)
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Mrs Sophie MacKinnon (1990)

Miss Paralee Noon Maleenont (2007)

Mr Douglas and Mrs Rosemary Meagher (1957)

Mrs Janet Michelmore AO (1971)

Miss Ann Miller (1956)

Mr Alan Mitchell and Mrs Karen Vesey

Mrs Doris Mohrhardt

Mrs Kellie Morgan

Mrs Helen Moylan

Dr H M Munro (1960)

Dr Ngoc Thanh Nguyen and Dr Tu Anh Pham

Ms Mary-Louise O’Brien

Mrs Pip O’Connor (1965)

Mr R M O’Shea and Ms J M Patterson

Mrs Jillian Pappas (Dunn) (1964)

Mr Roger Pitt

Mrs Diana Refshauge (1945)

Mrs Judy Roach (1948)

Miss Beverley Ross (1945)

Mrs Jenifer Russell (Foard) (1951)

Mr Geoff and Ms Bianca Shaw

Mrs Catherine Shields (1948)

Dr Joanna (Josie) Smith-MacKay and Dr Sean 
MacKay

Mrs Jennifer Smithers (dec.) (1953)

Mrs Margaret Spring (1939)

Mrs Judith Steele (1958)

Mr and Mrs D Stewart (1992)

Drs Gwynne and Doreen Thomas

Associate Professor Stephen Tobin and Ms 
Deborah Saunders

Professor Elsdon and Mrs Christine Storey

Mr Jianmin Tu and Mrs Hong Zhang

Mrs Nancie Villiers (1932)

Dr Chris Wallace

Dr Andrew and Mrs Marie Walpole

Mrs Helen Walsh (1963)

Mr Thomas and Mrs Joan Wang

Mr Ralph Ward-Ambler AM and Mrs Barbara 
Ward-Ambler (1955)

Mrs Caroline Webster (Black) (1982)

Mrs Judy Wilkinson (1965)

Anonymous (8)

VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS WITH FEES

A

Mr Sergio and Mrs Simone Aiello

Mr Simon and Mrs Virginia Aitken

Mr Bruce and Ms Jane Akhurst

Mr Jason Alibone and Ms Jessica Boland 

Mr Malcolm and Professor Katie Allen

Mr John Anastasiou

Mr Cameron and Mrs Caroline Anderson

Mr Timothy Anderson and Ms Rebecca 
Wilkinson

Mr Neil Appleton and Ms Caroline King

Mr George and Mrs Helen Argyrou

Mr Nick and Mrs Helen Argyrou

Mr John Aufmanis and Mrs Katrina Pavlovic

Dr Daniel Ayers and Ms Tara Eaton

B

Mr George and Mrs Glenda Bagios

Mr Antony and Mrs Angela Baillieu

Mr Sean Balding and Ms Dianne Tobin

Mr Gordon Ballantyne and Mrs Katie Millar

Ms Belinda Bardas

Mr Michael Barron and Dr Jacquelene Collett

Mr Craig and Ms Jodie Bartle

Mr Tom and Mrs Lee Batty

Mr Jonathan Beach and Ms Daria McGauran

Dr Andrew Bennett and Ms Fiona Murdoch 

Mr John Bennetts and Ms Ann Ryan

Mr Daniel Bessell and Ms Seri Renkin

Mr Daniel and Mrs Tania Birks

Mr Jeremy and Mrs Caroline Blackshaw

Mr James and Mrs Jenny Bloomfield 

Mr Dominic Boffa and Mrs Leanne Over

Mr Martin Bonnett

Mr John and Mrs Catherine Bortolussi

Professor Glen Bowes and Professor Jo Douglass

Mr Justin and Mrs Renee Breeze

Mr Wayne and Mrs Nicole Brown 

Mr Andrew and Mrs Sonia Burman 

C

Mr David and Mrs Catherine Campbell

Mr Michael and Mrs Jacqueline Carr

Dr Enrico Cementon and Dr Nicole Woodrow 

Mr John and Mrs Kari Chantrell

Mr David Chen and Ms Joei Xu

Mr Guo Chen and Mrs Li Ying 

Mr Junqiang Chen and Mrs Shuqin Jin

Mr Shudi Chen and Mrs Huiyu Wang

Mr Julian and Mrs Stephanie Chenoweth

Mr Robert Chester and Ms Katrina Larkham

Mr Paul and Mrs Julie Chiodo

Mr Chris Christodoulou and Ms Julie Roberts

Mr Cardy Chung 

Mr Timothy and Mrs Corinne Collett

Dr David Conolly and Ms Marie Kinsella

Mr Stephen Cornelissen and Ms Michelle Smart 

Mr Michael and Mrs Anna Coughlan

Dr Andrew and Mrs Lena Court 

Dr David and Mrs Alison Croser

D

Mr Anthony and Mrs Tia D’Andrea

Mr Jack Dahan and Mrs Sandie Griffiths 

Mr Luke and Mrs Georgia Darby

Mr Rohan and Mrs Monique Davis

Mr Simon Day and Ms Claudia Prescott

Mr William and Mrs Natalie Deague 

Mr Jean and Mrs Demetra Delaitre 

Mr Christopher and Mrs Jodie-Anne Doyle

Mr Ken Drake and Dr Vicki Nott

Mr Liem and Mrs Loan Duong

E

Mr Toby Eggleston and Ms Rebecca Jones

Mr Robert and Mrs Eliza Elsom 

Mr Neale and Mrs Gael Everett

F

Mr Wei Fan and Mrs Grace Liu

Mr Ian Faragher and Dr Bernadette Hickey

Mr Matthew and Mrs Emma Faulks

Mr Donald and Mrs Priscilla Feaver

Mr Alan Fisher

Mr Grant Fisher and Ms Helen Bird

Mr Benjamin Fitzpatrick and Ms Anne 
Makrigiorgos

Dr Stephen Flood

Reverend Timothy and Mrs Fiona Fox

Mr Adam and Mrs Lucinda Francis

Mr Marcus and Mrs Sarah Freeman

Mr Baden Furphy and Ms Sally Gorton

G

Mr Alfred Galea and Dr Jennifer Harmer

Mr John Gallagher and Ms Lisa Huett
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Mr David and Mrs Victoria Gillespie 

Ms Vicki Giosis

Mr Paul Gleeson and Ms Joanna Woods 

Mr Fred Gong and Mrs Lucy Liu

Dr Jason and Mrs Alison Goodger

Mr Hiroki and Mrs Eiko Goto

Dr Stewart and Mrs Sally Gough 

Mr Andrew Gourlay

Mr Robert Grant

Mr Mark and Mrs Carissa Green

H

Mr Neil and Mrs Louise Haines 

Mr Michael and Mrs Sally-Anne Hains

Mr Paul and Dr Brigid Hains

Mr Herry Hamidjaja and Ms Jenny Suwardy

Mr Kyuuk Han and Ms Jenny Kim 

Mr Matthias Hansen and Mrs Nicole Wuth-
Hansen

Mr Thomas Hansen and Ms Cynthia Wong

Mr Charles Happell and Ms Paula Dwyer

Mr Michael and Mrs Emma Harrison 

Dr Patrick Hartley and Ms Gill Lomas 

Mr Hai He and Mrs Emily Xu 

Mr Wolfgan Hellmann and Miss Helen Kennedy 

Mr Nigel Henham and Dr Deborah Sahhar

Mr Christopher Hermann and Ms Maria Wilson 

Mr Mark and Mrs Jane Heyburn 

Dr David Ho and Ms Kathleen Edwards

Mr Michael and Mrs Elizabeth Hobday

Mr Ian and Mrs Georgina Hockings 

Mr Peter and Mrs Ann-Marie Holt 

Mr Richard Hoskins and Dr Bronwen Slater

Dr Nicholas Houseman and Ms Jeanine 
Froomes 

Ms Sue Hua

Ms Kate Hume

Mr Tyler and Mrs Sarah Hunter

I

Mr Brian Ingham and Dr Rosemary Sutton

Mr Stewart Irving and Miss Stacey Keech

J

Mr Leigh and Ms Andrea Jasper

Mr Wei Jiang and Mrs Haiqin Yang

Dr Mark Johnson and Dr Leanne Balding 

Dr Christoper Jones and Ms Elisabetta Giannini 

K

Mr Andrew Kaleski and Ms Cheryl Hall

Mr Yong Kang and Mrs Bing Li

Mr Gavin Karthaus and Ms Carolyn Viney

Mr James Kelly and Ms Fiona Mason 

Mr Yong-Jin Kim and Mrs Ho-Young Cha

Mr Gerhardus Kloppers and Ms Lisa Yeow

Dr Paris and Mrs Paula Kritharides 

Mr Anthony Kuhn and Ms Alison Kennedy 

Mr Sean and Mrs Miky Kwon 

L

Mr Chun Ming Lam 

Mr Ric Lansell and Ms Samantha Hetrel 

Mr Andy Lau and Miss Hilda Ling 

Mr Raymond and Mrs Mary Lau

Mr Edmund Law and Mrs Terri Lee Wong 

Mr Craig and Mrs Sandra Lawson 

Dr David and Mrs Siew Lee 

Mr Jason Lee and Ms Jin Song 

Mr Christopher Lester and Ms Carmel Mortell

Mr Mike and Mrs Sandra Lewis 

Mr XueQing Li and Ms Jing Wang

Mr Bing Liao and Mrs Jing Tian 

Mr Chenk Yin Ian Ling and Mrs Pui Yi Mondy 
Wong 

Mr Martin and Mrs Laura Lobb

Mr Andrew Logie-Smith and Ms Jane Rose

Mr Richard and Mrs Kate Longbottom

Mr Antony and Mrs Georgina Lynch 

M

Mr William and Mrs Judith Macky 

Mr Andrew and Mrs Tracey Macmillan

Mr Simon and Mrs Jodie Madden 

Mr Michael Mah and Ms Paula Bertus

Mr Nelson and Mrs Catherine Mair 

Mr Simon and Dr Elissa Marriott 

Mr Christopher Martin and Mrs Jennifer 
Christian

Mr Matthew McCrum and Ms Henriette 
Rothschild

Mr Andrew and Mrs Annabel McFarlane

Mr Mark and Mrs Felicity McGahan

Mr David and Mrs Caroline McGlashan

Mr Chris McNamara and Ms Celia Conlan 

Mr Jason and Ms Claudine Menegazzo

Drs Vince and Kristine Mercuri

Mr Dennis and Mrs Monika Minoski

Mr David and Mrs Catherine Misson 

Mr Alan Mitchell and Mrs Karen Vesey 

Ms Karen Mitchell

Dr Adam and Mrs Shoshana Molnar

Mr Nicholas Montague and Ms Amanda Ffrench 

Dr John Morgan and Dr Susan Connelly

Mr Askin Morrison and Ms Justine Forge 

Dr James Mullins and Dr Jennette O’Rielly

Ms Shana Murphy

N

Mr Hugh and Mrs Joanna Nairn 

Mr Peter and Mrs Jacqueline Nelson

Mr Shaun Nelson and Dr Tamara Etto

Dr Ngoc Nguyen and Dr Tu Anh Pham 

Mr Robert and Dr Elisabeth Nicholls

Mr Allen Niu and Ms Melanie Ly

Mr Justin and Mrs Emma Noxon

O

Mr Damien O’Brien and Ms Amanda Fong 

Mr Patrick and Mrs Yelena O’Sullivan 

Mr John-Paul Ouvrier and Dr Susan Winter

P

Mr Ian and Dr Jeannie Paterson 

Mr Alastair and Mrs Denise Paton 

Mr Mark Patterson

Mr Chunnian Peng and Mrs Ju Sun 

Mr Duc Pham and Mrs Bang Dinh

Mr Thanh Phan and Mrs Ngoc Luong

Mr David and Mrs Helen Piggott

Dr Michael and Mrs Debbie Plastow

Mr John and Mrs Suzanne Playfoot

Mr Tim and Mrs Jane Poole

Mr Anthony and Mrs Susan Porter

Mr Bill and Mrs Roza Prappas-Simota

Mr Ed Prendergast and Ms Meg O’Hanlon

Mr David and Melanie Purvis 

Q

Mr Hao Qin and Ms Jingxiong Zhou

Mr Cheng Qiu and Mrs You Hua Wang

R

Mr Brenton Rasheed and Ms Freedy Coory 

Dr Danne and Mrs Elizabeth Rasmussen 



   MGGS INFORMATION EXCHANGE SUMMER 2016     29 

thank you
Ms Tamantha Read 

Mr Anthony Reid 

Dr Jonathan and Mrs Emma Richardson 

Dr Martyn and Ms Dianne Riley 

Mr David and Mrs Jacqui Roberts

Mr Stephen Roger and Ms Patricia Kenyon

Prof Stephen and Dr Sheryle Rogerson 

Ms Emma Rosenberg

Mr Shaun Rust and Mr Michael Shiu

Mr Timothy Ryan and Mrs Narelle Conroy-Ryan

S

Mr David and Mrs Kate Sagar

Prof Carlos Scheinkestel and Ms Tania Cini

Mr Frank Nagle and Ms Christina Seator

Dr Andrew Sharard 

Ms Claire Sheed

Mr Lionel Shi and Mrs Chan Juan Xu

Mr David and Mrs Sara Simmons

Mr Colin and Mrs Amanda Smith 

Drs Joseph and Fiona Sofra

Mr James Sorataworn and Miss Chananya 
Ekkittibutr

Drs Jonathan and Irene Stevenson 

Mr Campbell and Mrs Helen Stewart

Mr Duncan and Ms Dominque Stewart 

Mr Peter Stirling

Mr Anthony Stuart and Mrs Jane Kleimeyer

Mr Gregory Sutherland and Dr Helen Frazer

Dr Alexander Szabo and Dr Carolyn Tucek-
Szabo

T

Dr Tass and Mrs Wendy Tasiopoulos

Mr Richard Tate and Ms Anna Cornell

Mr Prasoon Thakur and Mrs Seema Misra-
Thakur

Mr Simon and Mrs Vanessa Theodore 

Ms Suzanne Thompson

Mr Robert Tieu and Ms Alice Wong

Mr Frankie Tjiandra and Ms Mei-Lin Loh

Associate Prof Stephen Tobin and Ms Deborah 
Saunders

Mr George Tomeski and Ms Katrina Latour 

Mr Trevor Townsend and Ms Sylvia Ma

Drs Adrian and Brooke Tramontana 

Mr Nicholas Travers and Ms Maree Papadakis 

Mr Daniel Trindade and Ms Pauline Conlan

V

Mr Timothy Van Gelder and Ms Teresa Liu

Drs Jacob and Katherine Vanyai

W

Mr Peter and Ms Jacqueline Waite

Mr Phillip and Mrs Christine Walker

Mr Matthew and Mrs Kirei Wall

Mr Leon Wan and Mrs Ziting Liu

Mr Jianguo Wang and Mrs Yuting Weng

Dr Jianmin Wang and Miss Lixin Guo

Mr Kevin Wang

Mrs Rachel Wang

Mr Thomas and Mrs Joan Wang

Mr Mark and Mrs Rosemarie Webster

Mr David Wei and Ms Dong Chen 

Mr Nicholas and Mrs Melida Weston 

Mr Peter Wetenhall and Ms Joanna Horgan 

Mr Mark and Mrs Fiona Wettenhall

Dr Robert Whitbourn and Dr Alexandria Taylor

Mr Scott Whybin and Ms Catherine Hains 

Mr Nick and Mrs Saskia Williams 

Mr Michael Wilson and Ms Anna Cameron 

Mr Henry and Ms Helen Wong 

Mr Edmond Woo and Ms Lily Ong

Mr Dustin and Mrs Audrey Wu

Mr Honggen Wu and Mrs Rui Shen 

Mr Ming Wu

X

Mr David Xie and Ms Jun Li

Mr Xiang Xiong and Ms Ying Yang

Mr Jiqing Xu and Ms Jing Wang

Mr Xiang Xu and Ms Yuwei Wang

Y

Mr Ze Wei Yan and Mrs Vanessa Le

Mr Tai Ming Yui and Ms Qiao Qi

Z

Mr Sam Zhang and Mrs Jenny Ma

Mr Wen Jian Zhang and Ms Jing Teng 

Mr Yiwen Zhang and Ms Yin Ting 

Mr Zhonglin Zhang and Ms Xiumei Weng

Mrs Yanping Zhao and Mr Wenzhong Xie

Mr Hua Zheng and Ms Maggie Dong

Mr Xiaobo Zhou and Mrs Yanxia Cai 

Mr Henry Zhu and Mrs Fei Zheng

MERTON HALL FOUNDATION 

A

Mr Tony and Mrs Susie A’Beckett

Mr Peter Abotomey and Ms Janine Jones

Mr Malcolm and Professor Katie Allen

Mr Simon Allen

Mr William Allen and Ms Monique Morris

Mr Timothy Anderson and Ms Rebecca 
Wilkinson

Mr Paul and Mrs Carolina Andrianakos

Prof James Angus AO and Mrs Helen Angus

Mr Neil Apppleton and Ms Caroline King

Ms Kathryn Austin

B

Mrs Judith Backhouse

Mrs Barbara Baillie (dec.)

Mr James and Mrs Annabel Banks

Mr Wil and Mrs Diana Bardoel

Mrs Linda Barlow

Mr Nicholas and Mrs Lisa Barnett

Mr Michael Barron and Dr Jacquelene Collett

Mr Dennis and Mrs Gina Bastas

Mr P and Mrs P Bennett

Mr John Bennetts and Ms Ann Ryan

Mr Stuart Bett

Dr Nick and Mrs Nicole Birrell

Mr P and Mrs P Birrell

Dr Ruth Birrell (dec.)

Mr David and Mrs Fern Blackman

Mr Jeremy and Mrs Caroline Blackshaw

Mr John and Mrs Fiona Blanch

Mr B and Mrs B Blythe

Mr Russell Board and Ms Narelle Ivers

Mr Dominic Boffa and Mrs Leanne Over

Mr Roland and Mrs Victoria Bone

Ms Joyce Boothby (dec.)

Prof Glen Bowes and Prof Jo Douglass

Miss Margaret Bradshaw (dec.)

Mr Justin and Mrs Renee Breeze

Mr Peter and Mrs Christine Briggs

Mr Sam and Mrs Tania Brougham

Mr Howard and Mrs Jenny Brown

Mr Mark and Mrs Maggie Burgess

Mr Campbell and Mrs Theodora Burns

Mr Robert and Mrs Isabella Burns
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Mr David and Mrs May Burr

Mr Stuart (dec.) and Mrs Rebecca Buscombe

C

Miss Georgina Caldwell (dec.)

Mrs Wendye Camier

Mr Keith Campbell (dec.)

Mr Roy Carey

Mr Michael and Mrs Jacqueline Carr

Mr Ian and Mrs Simone Carson

Mrs Jessica Carvell

Mr Marcello and Mrs Helen Casella

Mr John and Mrs Thelma Castles

Mrs Nancy Chapman (dec.)

Mr Trung Chau

Mr Hong Chen and Ms Joei Xu

Mr Michael Chew and Dr Jane Tran

Dr Cheuy and Mrs Sylvia Chiang

Mr Craig and Mrs Katrina Chipperfield

Mr Chris Christodoulou and Ms Julie Roberts

Mr Cardy Chung

Mr Charles Clark

Mr Don and Mrs Fiona Clarke

Mr Robert and Mrs Caroline Clemente

Mr Michael and Mrs Christine Clough

Mrs Christine and Mr John Collingwood

Mr John and Mrs Jennifer Collins

Miss Phyllis Connor (dec.)

Dr Andrew and Mrs Lena Court

Miss Meredith Creightmore

Mr Wayne and Mrs Eileen Crewes

Mr Bruce Crome and Ms Maryanne Shearer

Miss Nina Crone OAM (dec.)

Mr Andrew Cross and Ms Rebecca Wignall

Mr Grant Crothers and Ms Amanda Walton

Ms Kathleen Curwen-Walker (dec.)

D

Mr Graham and Mrs Emi Daley

Mr Timothy and Mrs Julia Dalton

Miss Sarah Danne

Mr Ronald and Mrs Kate Dewhurst

Mr Simon Dighton and Ms Josie Rizza

Dr George and Mrs Penny Dimitroulis

Mr David and Mrs Caroline Dowling

Mr Ken Drake and Dr Vicki Nott

Mr Timothy and Mrs Leanne Drew

Mr John Dyson and Ms Trudie Horsfall

F

Dr Gavin and Mrs Jan Fabinyi

Mr Michael and Mrs Lynne Falkenberg

Mr Clive Fanning

Mr Grant Fisher and Ms Helen Bird

Ms Joanne Forge

Mr Andrew and Mrs Tatiana Fox

Ms Lynette Friend (dec.)

G

Mr B Gatzka

Mrs Gaye and Mr John Gaylard

Miss D Giderson

Mr T J and Mrs Mary Gillespie

Mr Adrian Givoye and Ms Sarah Angliss

Mr John and Mrs Lisa Goetz

Mrs Elizabeth Goodman

Dr Stewart and Mrs Sally Gough

Mr Andrew Gourlay

Mrs Louise Gourlay OAM

Mr Steven Gray and Mrs Kristina Florell-Gray

Mrs Roseanne Grimke-Drayton (dec.)

Mr Fred and Mrs Alexandra Grimwade

Miss Mary Grimwade

Miss Olivia Grimwade

H

Mr James Habersberger and Ms Katherine 
Brown

Mr Michael and Mrs Sally-Anne Hains

Dr Anthony and Mrs Tamara Hall

Mr Geoffrey Hansen and Ms Joanna Renkin

Mr Charles Happell and Ms Paula Dwyer

Mrs Diana Hardy (dec.)

Mr Stephen and Mrs Julia Hare

Mrs Manlee Harper 

Mr Adam and Mrs Elizabeth Harrison

Mr Michael and Mrs Emma Harrison

Mr H Harrisson

Mr Harry Hartanto and Ms Kimaria Tjulan

Mr Rudi and Mrs Rebecca Heitbaum

Mr Christopher Hermann and Ms Maria Wilson

Mr John Higgins

Mr Simon and Mrs Michelle Hilbert

Dr David Ho and Ms Kathleen Edwards

Ms Felicity Hogg

Mrs Pat Holdenson OAM

Mr John Holdsworth and Ms Kerry Boulton

Mr Tom and Mrs Marion Honan

Mr Timothy and Mrs Jane Hosking

Dr Nicholas Houseman and Ms Jeanine 
Froomes

Mr Nicholas and Mrs Sally Howe

Dr Patrick and Mrs Linda Hughes

Mr David and Mrs Jane Humphreys

Dr Campbell and Mrs Pamela Hunt

Mr John and Mrs Jennifer Hunter

I

Mrs Patricia Ilhan

J

Mrs Jean Jackson (dec.)

Mr Leigh and Ms Andrea Jasper

Mr Ken Jasper AM and Mrs Annette Jasper 

Ms Cynthia Jenkins

Mr Tom and Mrs Rosemary Jobling

K

Mr N and Mrs N Kaplan

Mr James Kelly and Ms Fiona Mason

Mr Tony and Mrs Philippa Kelly

Ms Jane Kelynack

Mrs Andrea King

Mrs Irene Kinsman (dec.)

Drs Jonathan and Harriet Knott

Mr Anthony Kuhn and Ms Alison Kennedy

L

Miss Betty Laby (dec.)

Dr Jean Laby (dec.)

Mr David Lane

Mr Mathew and Mrs Fleur Lansell

Mr Ric Lansell and Ms Samantha Hetrel

Mr John Laurie AC

Mrs Elizabeth Leggo (dec.)

Mr Angello and Mrs Marina Levou

Mr Andrew Lindsay and Ms Sandra Gatehouse

Mr Andrew Logie-Smith and Ms Jane Rose

Mr Richard and Mrs Eliza Long

Mrs Jill and Mr Brian Loton

Mrs Sarah and Mr George Low

M

Mr John and Mrs Frances Mackenzie

Mr Nelson and Mrs Catherine Mair

Mr Timothy and Mrs Sue Margetts
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Mrs Kerry Marston

Mr Ian Martindale and Ms Annette Carey

Mrs Sally McBride

Mrs Susan McCarthy

Mrs Meredith McComas (dec.)

Ms Josephine McCombe (dec.)

Mr Greig and Mrs Felicity McEwan

Mrs Sheriden McLeod

Mr Jim and Mrs Tina McMeckan

Mr William and Mrs Margaret McNaughton

Mr Brian and Mrs Susan McPhail

Mr Douglas and Mrs Rosemary Meagher

Mrs Janet Michelmore AO

Miss Ann Miller

Dr John Mills and Ms Helen Gaffney

Mr David and Mrs Catherine Misson

Mr Tony and Mrs Katrina Molino

Mr P and Mrs P Molyneux

Mr Michael and Mrs Phoebe Moore

Mr Lynton and Mrs Susan Morgan

Dr Heather Munro

Dame Elisabeth Murdoch AC DBE (dec.)

Mr Martyn Myer AO and Mrs Louise Myer

Mr Alistair and Mrs Rowena Mytton

N

Mr Christian Neeson

Mr Robert and Mrs Suzanne Nicholson

Miss Margaret Norris (dec.)

O

Mr Raymond O’Shea and Ms Jodi Patterson

Old Grammarians Society

P

Ms Mary Padbury

Mr Tony and Mrs Margaret Pagone

Mr Chok Ming Pang and Ms Sau Ying Li

Mr George and Mrs Jillian Pappas

Parents Association of MGGS

Mr Bruce Parncutt and Mrs Robin Campbell

Mr Rowland and Mrs Judith Paterson

Mrs Sue Paynter

Mr Kerry Pearce and Mrs Irene Ho

Mr Andrew and Mrs Anna Permezel

Mr Tony Perry and Ms Kate O’Sullivan

Dr Justin and Mrs Jill Peters

Ms Margery Pierce (dec.)

Mr Tom Poulton and Mrs Wendy Peters

Mr Bill Prappas and Mrs Roza Prappas-Simota

Mr David and Mrs Melanie Purvis

R

Mrs Ann Randall (dec.)

Mr Mark (dec.) and Mrs Carolyn Rayner

Mrs Diana Refshauge

Mrs Patricia Reid

Dr Jonathan and Mrs Emma Richardson

Mrs Judy Roach

Mr Mark and Mrs Elaine Robins

Prof Stephen and Dr Sheryle Rogerson

Mr Jonathan and Mrs Nadine Rosham

Mr Shane and Mrs Anna Rothe

Mrs Cynthia Rowe

Mr Gregory Ryan

S

Dr Solomon Sahhar and Dr Rosemary Fethers

Mrs Doris Sala (dec.)

Mrs Margaret Sasse (dec.)

Dr Marion Saville

Mr Richard and Mrs Elizabeth Shaddick

Mr Jianguo Shen and Mrs Zheng Feng

Ms Molly Shrimpton (dec.)

Mr Andrew Sisson

Mr Geoff Slade and Ms Anita Ziemer

Mr Clive Smith 

Dr Ian Spry

Dr Nicholas and Mrs Jennifer Stephenson

Mrs Helen and Mr Campbell Stewart 

Mr Hayden and Mrs Eva Stockdale

Prof Elsdon and Mrs Christine Storey

Dr John and Mrs Allyson Stubbe

T

Mr John and Mrs Belinda Thomson

Assoc Prof Stephen Tobin and Ms Deborah 
Saunders

Mr Trevor Townsend and Ms Sylvia Ma

Mr Costa and Mrs Antonella D’Andrea Tragas

Ms Alannah Tran

Mr Bruce Trethowan

Mr C Trethowan

U

Mr Richard and Mrs Lucinda Udovenya

V

Dr Gerard Vaughan AM and Ms Rosemary 
Flanders

Mrs Jennifer Vaughan (dec.)

Mr Robert Vines

Mr Andrew and Dr Rosemary Vizard

Mr Stephen and Mrs Sarah Vizard

W

Mr Robert and Mrs Angela Wallace-Mitchell

Mr Brendan Waller

Dr Andrew and Mrs Marie Walpole

Mr Ian and Mrs Penelope Ward-Ambler

Mr Ralph Ward-Ambler AM and Mrs Barbara 
Ward-Ambler

Dr Anthony Webster and Dr Bernadette Trifilleti

Mr Jon and Mrs Roslyn Webster

Mr Brett and Mrs Joanna Weir

Mr Peter and Mrs Janet Weston

Mr Peter Wettenhall and Ms Joanna Horgan

Dr J and Mrs J White

Ms Judith Wilkinson

Mr Mark and Dr Kathleen Wilson 

Mr Michael and Mrs Kathryn Wilson

Mr R and Mrs R Wilson

Mr Dustin and Mrs Audrey Wu

X

Mr Jiqing Xu and Mrs Jing Wang

Y

Mr Michael and Mrs Louise Yates

Mr Jason and Mrs Min Yeap

Mr David and Mrs Dominique Yu

Mr Paul Yu and Ms Gillian Ruan

Z

Mr Igor Zambelli

Mr George and Mrs Mary Zindilis

Anonymous (1)
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112th Annual Anniversary Chapel Service, Luncheon and 60 year Reunion

Held on Saturday 10 September, we 
welcomed many Old Grammarians to the 
School. Many arrived early to complete a tour, 
which created great interest and brought back 
many memories of school days.

The Chapel Service in the Chapel of St 
Luke was enhanced with an even larger choir 
this year. We were fortunate to have their 
willing and valued presence. Special thanks go 
to Sally Addison for organising the music and 
the choristers. We were also very fortunate to 
have Reverend Emily Fraser (2002) conduct 
the service in the absence of the School 
Chaplain, Reverend Denise Nicholls.  Jan 
Haigh (Reilly, 1956), Gillian McLeod (Waite, 
1956) and Barbara Perry (1955) did the readings 
and prayers. The School Captain, Alexandria 
Harding, gave a very interesting report during 
the service which was much appreciated.

We were delighted that our School 
Principal, Catherine Misson, and two 
Deputy Principals, Lynn Broadway and Chris 
McNamara, were able to attend and then join 
us for lunch in the Phelia Grimwade Dining 
Room following the Service.  Catherine 
Misson greeted the guests, in particular 
Christine Briggs, Past Principal and Honorary 
Life Member of the Old Grammarians. She 
also warmly welcomed a very large group of 
the Class of 1956 for their 60 year reunion. The 
committee was thrilled to see so many OGs 
return. Several who were not able to be with us 
wrote letters of apology and shared what they 
are up to. 

It was with great pleasure that the OG 
committee awarded two new Honorary Life 
Memberships. Liz Carlson (Steele, 1964) was 
nominated by Margaret Spring (Colclough, 
1939) and seconded by Judy Wilkinson (Rutty, 
1965). Liz, a past president of the OG Society, 
has been a member of the OG Committee for 
many years, starting virtually when she left 
school. She has moved to live in Sydney and 
her presence is much missed. Ros McCarthy 
was nominated by Pip O’Connor (Farrer, 1965) 
and seconded by Polly Winterton. Ros is a past 
Head of History, editor of Centenary Essays 
and researcher of school history, and in these 

roles has added much to our School. Both of 
these women have given outstanding service to 
the School over many years.

Pip O’Connor, Multimedia Historian, 
then showed the wonderful old 1955 film about 
the School which had been commissioned by 
then Principal D.J. Ross. Pip followed this with 
her presentation called “Then and Now”, a 
comparative pictorial reflection of the School 
in the 1950s and in the present day. 

REPORT BY JUDY WILKINSON, PRESIDENT

OLD GRAMMARIANS SOCIETY
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Golf Day 2016

Liz Tronson (1965) organised the Golf Day 
on 12 September.  On the evening before the 
big day, Liz hosted a dinner at the Sorrento 
Sailing Club. Most of the players (bridge and 
golf ) attended this hearty and very enjoyable 
meal and gathering. The next day, in very 
unpleasant weather, the OG golfers marched 
onto the course, undeterred by the rain, 
heavily clothed and equipped for the inclement 
weather. There were two teams who chose 
to play Bridge instead in a cosy private room 
inside.

A very pleasant lunch welcomed the 
players back and prizes were presented. The 
winner of the Gilman Jones Memorial Cup 
was Kim Hastie (1976), Susan Leitinger (1981) 
won the Iris Gillbert Memorial trophy, Anne 
Gourley (Elder, 1976) won the “longest drive” 
on the 18th hole, Anna Alston (Cohn, 1975) 
received the prize for “nearest the Pin” on the 
17th hole, and Sally Addison (Cohn, 1969) won 
it on the 15th  hole.  Congratulations to all the 
prize winners.

The players for Inter-Schools competition 
at Kew Golf Club in 2017 will be Kim Hastie, 
Sally Addison, Susan Leitinger and Emma 
Dumas (McLean, 1982).

All who attended were highly appreciative 
of Liz’s efforts to organise such a very 
successful day.

Blue Illusion event

Although a smaller group attended than 
in previous years, a very successful Fashion 
Parade was held in the Blue Illusion store 
in Malvern. Those present were delighted 
with the clothes modeled by Emma Harrison 
(Gourlay, 1982), Sally Addison (Cohn, 1969) 
and Anna Permezel (Johnson, 1981) and they 
created so much enjoyment with their fun and 
creative modelling techniques! Thank you to 
Emma, Sally and Anna for being our models.  
Many purchases were made with proceeds 
going to the Old Grammarians scholarships. 

Garden Visit

A small but hardy group of 1965 boarders 
braved wet weather to visit Dee Hurst’s 
(Goldsmith, 1965) garden at Hurstbridge. 
At a previous OG reunion, Honey Murphy 
(Archer, 1965) had discussed with Dee the 
possibility of seeing her collection of different 
wisterias as they were blooming this year. Not 
only was there a collection of many beautiful 
different wisteria blooms to see, but a beautiful 
garden which Dee and her husband have 
lovingly designed and formed over many years. 
They have now “retired” the Nursery which 
they also ran for many years.

Fundraising

The OG Committee is grateful for the 
money raised by the branches. The efforts 
made are an enormous help to maintain 
our funds for financial commitments. Our 
Scholarship Funds are invested to maintain the 
scholarship awards. Other ongoing financial 
commitments include the Artemis Project and 
the digitisation of the student records in the 
School archives. 

To this end, we have worked hard this year 
to raise funds through: 

•	 OG	wine	sales

•	 Blue	Illusion	Fashion	Parade

•	 Raffles	at	reunions

•	 International	Women’s	Day	Breakfast	

•	 The	sale	of	books	we	have	published:	
Memories of Marysville, Memories 
of Doncaster and The Gilman Jones 
Scholarship – A Reflection on Lives of Service

•	 A	selection	of	greeting	cards	with	specially	
chosen photographs of significant School 
icons

Please keep these funds in your mind when 
or if you feel able to support them.

Golf Day. TOP: Ann Carter (Seagrave, 1957), Jayne 
Farquharson (Purbrick, 1962), Jill Spargo (Coutie, 1972), Liz 
Strauss (Forge, 1959)

ABOVE: Liz Tronson (1965, pictured right), presenting the 
Gilman Jones cup to the winner, Kim Hastie (1976)

Blue Illusion event. Anna Permezel (Johnson, 1981), Sally 
Addison (Cohn, 1969) and  Emma Harrison (Gourlay, 1982)

Garden Visit TOP: Di Dean (Brett, 1965), Sue Gall (McKernan, 
1965), Sue Read (Purbrick, 1965), Dee Hurst (Goldsmith, 1965), 
Judy Wilkinson (Rutty, 1965)

ABOVE: Honey Murphy (Archer) in Dee Hurst’s Orchid House
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South Australian Branch

The Annual General Meeting meeting 
of the South Australian group was held on 
Tuesday 26 July at the Caledonian Hotel, 
North Adelaide. Christopher Wurm was 
the guest speaker.   Chris is associated with 
the Drug and Alcohol Resource Unit, Royal 
Adelaide Hospital, and is a Visiting Fellow, 
Discipline of Psychiatry, at the University of 
Adelaide. All OGs and family and close friends 
were welcomed.  

Queensland Branch Report

Robyn Burgess (Tonkin, 1969) held a 
“Navy Blue Lunch” at the St. Lucia Golf Club 
on Saturday 22 October. Apart from the OGs 
attending, there were also Mothers of OGs 
(MoOGs) and Partners of OGs (PoOGs). 
As usual, much fun ensued. Trudie Horsfall 
(1976) attended from the Old Grammarians 
Committee and was able to catch up with some 
old friends as well.  Prizes were given for the 
most exotic “Navy Blue” hat worn to the event 
and a raffle was run to raise funds for the OGs.   

New South Wales Branch AGM

The Old Grammarians’ New South Wales 
Branch held their Annual General Meeting 
on 29 June at the Queen’s Club, Sydney. 
Fifi Milne (1977) was the guest speaker. She 
shared her experiences as a nurse, fashion 
editor for Vogue magazine and having her own 
blog. It was a very informative and interesting 
presentation.

1969 Boarders’ Reunion, June 2016 at DiMattina’s in Carlton 
Back row L – R: Prue Barclay (Harvey), Jannie Boulton (Hicks), Pip Pattison (Padbury), 
Diane Cameron, Suzanne Kirkwood, Virginia Gledden (Clingin), Sue Coffey (Adams), 
Robyn Burgess (Tonkin), Jan Healy (Pollock), Wendy Amor (Cooper), Sally Addison (Cohn), 
Meredith Plain (Patison), Ailsa Brady, Katrine Juleff (Stewart). Front L-R: Sandra Harbison 
(Watts), Liz Davies (Green) and Jenny Webb

Class of 1988 Reunion, Saturday 15 October at the Botanical Hotel

Felicity Read (McBean, 1961), Rosie Humphrey (Wilmot, 
1959), Fifi Milne (1977), Sue Goldstein (Lewin, 1959)

L– R: Alison Banks (1983), Carolyn Drury (Tilley, 1956), Jo 
Lewis (Tonkin, 1971), Sue Byth-Smith (Kennon, 1959) and 
Trudie Horsfall (1976) 

L – R: Judy Kelton (Clements, 1953), Judith Brine (Dax, 
1954), Sharyn Lyford (Nash, 1987), Sue Treloar (Francis, 
1970), Sue Newton (Pearce, 1960), Rosemary McDonald 
(Crawford, 1962), Judy Wilkinson (Rutty, 1965), Lianne 
Bilson (1954), Sandy Edwards (Hayden, 1974) and Amanda 
Gramp (1968)
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For the last three years a program has been 
in place that brings students who performed 
well in their VCE back to Melbourne Girls 
Grammar to mentor the new group of students 
as they prepare for their exams. For the last 
three weeks of Term 3 and well into Term 4, 
there were sessions after school each day which 
had been timetabled to cover most subjects.

While the teachers at MGGS are dedicated 
and knowledgeable, there is nothing like 
hearing about the experiences of those 
who have recently lived through the same 
examinations the students are about to 
sit. Everything from content knowledge to 
examination technique is covered during the 
sessions. 

Those who have made use of the program 
have found it to be an efficient and useful 
method of study, allowing discussion of key 
ideas to extend knowledge. Each session is a 
welcome addition to any study routine.

The name Barbara Tolson is one which is not only well-known by many in the Melbourne 
Girls Grammar community, it is also one that evokes great affection. The School and the many staff 
who have worked closely with Barb over the years, both past and present, have a sincere and great 
admiration for a woman whose volunteer work for MGGS spans six decades.  

It was with much fun and gratitude that we celebrated Barb’s 90th birthday this term. The ELC 
students of the Barbara Tolson Centre, which was named in 1994 in honour of Barb’s contribution, 
gathered on the deck to present her with a personalised gift and sing an enthusiastic ‘Happy 
Birthday’. 

Catherine Misson and special guests, including Past Principal 
Christine Briggs who had travelled from Adelaide especially for this 
event and Barb’s cousin Betty Woodard (Selleck, 1945), celebrated 
this milestone occasion with Barb and her husband Geoff. We thank 
everyone who joined us on this special day. 

NEWS

OLD GRAMMARIANS SOCIETY

Young Old Grammarians Update Happy 90th Birthday to Barbara Tolson
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Three very important prize books from 
1893 were recently donated to the School 
Archives by Barbara Inglis (Goss, 1966). 
Barbara’s grandmother, Thekla Rainey, was 
a foundation pupil in the first year of the 
School’s existence. These books are the first 
we have from 1893 and hold a very special 
place in our collection. Barbara’s mother 
and aunt, Patricia (1938) and Dorothy 
Vollugi (1923), were both students at the 
School and her aunt taught Science at the 
School for a number of years in the 1960s. 
Barbara’s daughter, Victoria, became the 
fourth generation to attend MGGS when 
she was enrolled in 1990. We are very 
grateful to Barbara for this wonderful 
addition to our archival collection.

The history enthusiasts of the Melbourne 
Girls Grammar community came together for 
the second time this year to hear from another 
fascinating speaker. Author Carolyn Landon 
spoke with eloquence and passion on her 
biography about Australian botanical artist 
Celia Rosser. 

Carolyn detailed Celia’s career, inspiration 
and artistic techniques. In particular, Carolyn 
spoke of the week-long processes it took for 

Celia to complete one drawing. The accuracy 
with which Celia captured the Banksia plants 
of Australia is truly remarkable. 

The School’s copy of one of Celia’s books, 
donated by Pat Hancock (Plummer, 1943), was 
brought out of its cabinet especially for this 
event. Carolyn was able to speak directly to 
many of the plates in this much-treasured asset. 

Deputy Principal Lynn Broadway also 
brought in from her personal collection two 

of Celia’s prints. It was wonderful to see these 
works up close, hear of their origin and how 
they fit into Celia’s life work.

Our sincere thanks to Carolyn for sharing 
her extensive knowledge of Celia with us.

I look forward to our next Merton Hall 
History Society event in 2017.

Lucy Cohen 
Bequests Co-ordinator

Merton Hall History Society

Donation to the School Archives
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2017  
OLD GRAMMARIAN EVENTS

Friday 3 March   
10 Year and 30 Year Reunion 

Wednesday 8 March   
International Women’s Day 
breakfast 

Friday 24 March   
20 Year and 40 Year Reunion

Friday 28 April  
5 Year Reunion (Held off site)

Wednesday 10 May  
DJ Ross Oration

Saturday 10 June  
50 Year Reunion 

Saturday 9 September   
OG Anniversary Chapel Service, 
Luncheon and 60 Year Reunion

Invitations will be sent 
approximately four weeks prior 
to each reunion. If you would 
like to organise a ‘post-reunion’ 
get-together or another OG 
event, please contact the MGGS 
Community Office on 
(03) 9862 9200. 

Dates were correct at time of 
printing and may be subject to 
change. Please visit our website 
and MGGS Connect for event 
details or contact the  
Community Office at  
community@mggs.vic.edu.au

ABOVE: Belinda Wilkinson (2006) married 
Matthew Morey at Terindah Estate on the 
Bellarine Peninsula on 2 April 2016. Belinda’s 
bridesmaids included Joanna Pizzi, Lexie 
Millar (2006), Elizabeth Peters (2006) and 
Kate Callaghan (2006). Pictured L-R: Lexie 
Millar, Elizabeth Peters, Belinda Morey, 
Joanna Pizzi and Kate Callaghan.

LEFT: Jenny (Jing-wei) Yang (2002) married 
Mr Yue Li on 16 September 2016 in a 
traditional Chinese wedding ceremony in 
Beijing, where they were born and met. They 
are now residing in Hong Kong, where Jenny 
works as Project Manager for Football Club 
Barcelona and Yue a freelance football writer.

Weddings

Winner of  
IE Winter 2016 Survey

Sophie Davidson (Linton, 1991)

MGGS Connect, a new networking platform designed  
to provide our Old Grammarian community with  
unprecedented engagement opportunities, enables you to:

>  RE-CONNECT    
Find and reminisce with fellow Old Grammarians,  
see what they have been up to and stay in touch.

> GIVE BACK    
Introduce, employ and offer to act as a mentor to our Old Grammarians.

>  EXPAND    
Leverage your professional network to get introduced to people you should know.

> GET AHEAD    
Advance your career through inside connections working in top companies. 

mggsconnect.com.au

Join this vibrant and dynamic online environment and reconnect with hundreds of 
other OGs today at  mggsconnect.com.au
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Margaret Dawn Guthrie OAM (Abbs, 1947) 

Margaret was born in Melbourne on 18 
February 1931, the daughter of a National 
Australia Bank Accountant. She commenced 
at MGGS in 1941 and recalls during World 
War II the Air Force taking over the buildings 
in South Yarra and all the school girls being 
evacuated to Marysville in Victoria for their 
safety.

At school, Margaret was particularly 
interested in a number of subjects including 
History, Biology, English and Social Sciences, 
and at sixteen left after Year 11 to attend 
Invergowrie Homecraft Hostel which 
provided girls with practical home-training; 
and to establish home and institutional 
management as a recognised profession for 
women.

Margaret was the Old Grammarians 
Society Committee President in 1963, and as 
a mother to three Melbourne Girls Grammar 
students, and a son at Melbourne Grammar, 
was the Parents Association President in 1972.

Later in life Margaret relocated with her 
husband, Don, to Bribie Island, Queensland 
to manage the Koolamara Resort, and also 
completed tertiary studies in Aboriginal 
Studies, Freelance Journalism, Finance, 
and Painting.  During her time on the island, 
she presided over a number of Community 
Committees including the Bribie Island 
Chamber of Commerce, Bicentennial 
Committee and Community Arts Society. In 
1988 she was awarded the Caboolture Shire 

Citizen of the Year, and the Order of Australia 
Medal during the 1995 Australia Day Honours.

Rus Locke (Mogensen, 1950)

It is with great sadness that I write my 
mother Rus Locke died on 6 August 2016. She 
died peacefully and at home. 

Rus Mogensen loved her days at 
Melbourne Girls Grammar from her primary 
to secondary education under Dorothy Ross, 
who was an extraordinary Head Mistress. She 
recognised in my mother a determined and 
brilliant mind, and despite her naughtiness, 
Rus was a good student. Miss Ross made her 
a prefect.

Rus Locke went on to the University 
of Melbourne and then Sydney to study 
Veterinary Science. She had an excellent career 
as a vet in NSW, leading the eradication of 
brucellosis and TB in cattle, gaining entry to 
the Chapter of Epidemiologists in the College 
of Vet Scientists, and in the mid-1990s worked 
on an Aus-Aid project in the eastern Islands of 
Indonesia improving veterinary services and 
animal health.

She ‘retired’ to the farm, but ran a vibrant 
and highly successful operation with Tony 
Locke, until her death.

She is survived by her husband, Tony, 
three children Jeremy, Simon and Sarina with 
respective spouses Kate, Lucy and Michael, 
and grandchildren Amy, Isabelle, Georgie, 
Ben, Joshua and Freya. 

Rus had a beautiful gift of encouraging 
the best in people, mentoring careers and 
education, especially in women, as she had had 
with Dorothy Ross. 

Written by her daughter, Sarina Locke

Fay Macourt (Ffrench, 1950)

Fay’s death on 31 July was unexpected and 
a great shock to her family and friends. She had 
been leading a full and active life.

Fay did most of her schooling at 
MCEGGS. Her interest in ballet began early 
and in her final years of school she disappeared 
from the classroom on Wednesday afternoons 
to dance in matinee performances with the 
Victorian Opera company. Not surprisingly 
this was the career she followed after leaving 
school, performing in Melbourne and touring 
extensively in Victoria. 

In her early twenties she moved to 
Canberra where she met her future husband 
Ray Macourt. They met when working on a 
musical production where he was Musical 
Director and she Choreographer. After their 
marriage, a time was spent in Germany where 
Ray worked for the Australian Immigration 
Department. On return to Canberra, Ray 
continued in the Public Service and Fay was 
kept happy and busy with four young children. 
Later Fay worked as a Pre-school Assistant. 
For many years she was Secretary of the Old 
Grammarians Society Branch in Canberra.

In her retirement she was an active walker 
and maintained her interest in music, theatre 

Margaret Guthrie (Abbs, 1947) Rus Locke (Mogensen, 1950)
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and film. She pursued a variety of interests 
through A University of the Third Age, served 
as a Committee Member of Probus and 
enjoyed the role of grandmother. 

Fay will be remembered with great 
affection by her family and friends.

Helen Mary Micco (Cumpston, 1957)

Excerpt from the Indiana Gazette
H. Mary Micco, Ph.D. passed away on 

Thursday 11 August, peacefully surrounded by 
her husband of 52 years and her family.

After graduating from Melbourne Girls 
Grammar in 1957, Helen worked in the 
Australian Acquisitions department of the 
Australian National Library from 1958 to 
1963. She graduated in 1962 from Australian 
National University in Canberra with an Arts 
degree in French and history.

She served as a lay missionary in the 
western highlands of Papua New Guinea 
under Bishop Bernarding starting in 1963. 
There, she met Ray (who was also a lay 
missionary), and they were married in 1963 in 
New Guinea. Afterward, the couple returned 
to the United States. 

Mary received a master’s degree in library 
science in 1972 from the Library Association 
of Australia. She received her Ph.D. in 
Information Science from the University of 
Pittsburgh in 1980. Mary taught computer 
science at Indiana University of Pennsylvania 
from 1987 until her retirement in 2004. She 
specialized in computer security, wrote two 
textbooks and published many scholarly 
papers.

Passionate about helping others, she 
completed hours of training with the American 
Red Cross and was assigned to sheltering for 
various hurricanes including Hugo, floods in 
New Jersey and Vermont, fires in California, 
as well as local fires. Mary was an active 
parishioner and enthusiastic volunteer at St. 
Bernard of Clairvaux Catholic Church. 

She is survived by her husband, three 
siblings, five children, 15 grandchildren and six 
great-grandchildren.

Anne Meredith Perkins (Webster, 1971) 

The youngest of five girls, Anne Perkins 
was born in Maffra, Victoria and enjoyed a 
childhood exploring the beaches and lakes of 
Gippsland. She attended primary school at St 
Anne’s in Sale until Year 8 when she followed 
her older sisters to Melbourne to board at 
MCEGGS until 1970. 

After her schooling years, Anne (or Annie 
as she was fondly referred to as) established 
a successful career in retail and helped build 
business through her open, honest and 
friendly personality. After an exciting time 
travelling the world in the early 1970s and 
returning to Melbourne to marry David 
Perkins in 1977, she made a home for the family 
in Brighton. 

Much-loved mother to three children Tim, 
Sarah and Emma, Annie dedicated much of her 
life to raising the children and being heavily 
involved in their school activities including 
rowing, skiing, football, hockey and swimming 
for both MGGS and MGS. Her ability to 
build rapport with people, her passion for 
organising social events and her intuition 
enabled her to also successfully contribute to 
fundraising efforts for a number of causes. 

Annie was an extremely competent 
sportswoman and was a dedicated member 
of both Kingston Heath Golf Club and Royal 
South Yarra Lawn Tennis Club. She was a 
keen skier and family holidays were regularly 
centred around outdoor activities. 

In May 2015 Annie was diagnosed with 
terminal pancreatic cancer and despite 
her poor prognosis, continued to defy the 
odds with her strong will, faith and positive 
outlook on life. She thrived on the love and 
support of her friends and family and her fight 
for life inspired many. Annie passed away 
peacefully on 1 September 2016, surrounded 
by her three children. Her legacy continues 
to live on through her children and her six 
grandchildren.  

Note: Please help us raise funds towards 
curing pancreatic cancer by donating to  
www.gofundme.com/annieperkins

Elizabeth Ann Taylor (Slattery, 1945) 

Ann spent all her school years at Melbourne 
Girls Grammar. They were years she reminisced 
about throughout her life. Her school days 
contained some of her happiest memories. At 
school she made many lifelong friends. She was 
a talented musician; her favourite instruments 
were the piano and organ.  Ann was also a great 
sports woman; her favourite sports were horse 
riding, swimming and hockey.

Merton Hall and the Deaf School were 
evacuated to Marysville for a year during World 
War II. Ann played the church organ for the girls 
and the local community each Sunday. Saturday 
nights she played piano for dancing. She loved 
how the deaf students enjoyed the rhythm of the 
music and crowded around the piano to feel the 
vibration.

Ann graduated from the Conservatorium 
of Music from the University of Melbourne 
and took on a career of teaching. Several of her 
grandchildren have followed in her footsteps 
graduating in music, and becoming musicians 
and teachers. Many were taught music and 
piano instruction by her from an early age. 

Ann’s first position was teaching music 
and kindergarten at Christchurch Grammar 
in South Yarra. Later Ann taught music at 
MLC in Kew.  One of her highlights at MLC 
was teaching the deaf children the recorder 
to the same standard as their classmates. Her 
inspiration to teach music to deaf children was 
born out of her experience at Marysville so 
many years earlier. 

One of Ann’s favourite instruments to play 
was the pipe organ at the Melbourne Town Hall, 
with several keyboards for both hands and feet. 
She had to play a bar ahead of the sound coming 
out of the pipes, a separate conductor would 
need to lead the choir.

Music was her life’s work, she was still 
teaching music for the University of the Third 
Age a year before passing away. Ann served 
as president of the Old Grammarians in both 
Melbourne and for the  Mornington Peninsula 
branch during her many active years of 
membership.  She was a wonderful wife, mother, 
grandmother and great grandmother. Ann 
passed away on the 100th birthday of her dear 
sister Gwen (deceased). She will be sadly missed.

Elizabeth Ann Taylor (Slattery, 1945) Anne Meredith Perkins (Webster, 1971) Helen Mary Micco (Cumpston, 1957)
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Principal  
Mrs Catherine Misson 

Senior Years  
Middle Years 
Merton Hall 
86 Anderson Street 
South Yarra Victoria 3141 Australia

Junior Years 
Morris Hall 
100 Caroline Street 
South Yarra Victoria 3141 Australia

Early Learning Centre 
Barbara Tolson Centre 
63 Clowes Street 
South Yarra Victoria 3141 Australia

Boarding House 
86 Anderson Street  
South Yarra Victoria 3141 Australia

Telephone: +61 3 9862 9200   
Facsimile: +61 3 9866 5768 
Email: enrolments@mggs.vic.edu.au 
Website: www.mggs.vic.edu.au

ABN 81 116 806 163 
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