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 Today I Choose 
How has your day been so far today? Your answer likely has  

something to do with the experiences you’ve had today. Maybe the 
person in front of you at McDonald’s paid for your breakfast this morn-
ing and helped start your morning in a positive way. Maybe your boss 
put loads of extra work on you this morning and your stress levels are 
heightened. Regardless of the mood you are in, what experiences 
have affected your outlook on today?  

Years ago, I was leading singing at a nursing home devotional and 
a small card fell out of the song book I was using. Since that day, I 
have carried that card in my wallet and often thought of its words,     
especially when situations in life negatively affect my outlook on the 
day. The card is titled, “Today I Choose…” Though I don’t know who 
wrote them, the words have proven to be consistently applicable to my 
life, and my prayer is that you can find them to be the same.   

I choose to overlook inconveniences of this world. Instead of 
being annoyed at the one who takes my place, I’ll invite him to 
do so. Rather than complain that the wait is too long, I will 
thank God for a moment to pray. I choose today, to be kind to 
all who I meet. If a stranger, if a friend, or if family. Today I will 
be kind to the unkind, because that is how God has treated 
me.  

Whether someone cuts us off in traffic, says something negative 
about us, or gives us extra work we don’t have time to do, the           
situations that negatively affect our mood and outlook on the day are 
so often out of our control. But there is one thing that is always well 
within our control: how we choose to react. To me, the most applicable 
words on that card are the first two words: “I choose.” Someone may 
treat me poorly, but that person does not control how I react to them. 
Ultimately, my outlook is up to me.  

Are you choosing to overlook the inconveniences of this life in order 
to find the good in God’s creation? Are you looking for opportunities to 
grow closer to God today? Are you choosing to be kind even to those 
who, in your mind, don’t deserve it? Knowing that the one thing we   
always control in life is how we choose to react, remember the words 
of Jesus: “And as you wish that others would do to you, do so to 
them” (Luke 6:31). God loves you, and so do I. 

       —Jared Green 



Ancient Truths for Modern Times 
WCCK, FM—95.7 

Sundays  8:30 a.m. 
Speakers: Lance Cordle & Gary Knuckles 

 

November 14-20 

 

14—Modean Driver 
15—Kimberlee Copeland 

16—Brynn Smith 

 

 

 

 
14—Aaron & Rachel Cox 

       John & Sandra Stratton 

 
 

Dates to Remember: 
November 12-14—Youth Retreat 
November 13,14—Widowhood Workshop, 
Briensburg (Let them know if you are going) 
November 14—PM, Guest speaker, Jerry Sullins 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Note of Gratitude 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

Mary and I want each of you to know how 
very much your encouragement has helped us 
this past year, while I have undergone back   
surgery and two hip surgeries—followed by 
chemo and radiation treatments. Now I’m doing 
physical therapy to  regain my strength and the 
ability to walk again. 

There are no words that can adequately    
express our love and appreciation for all the 
concern you have shown. We have received 
countless cards, help with yard work, food, calls 
and most especially prayers offered in our      
behalf.  

The worst part of it all was having to miss 
church services and fellowship with our church 
family. But, with special thanks to Ronnie, Aaron 
and Cody we were able to assemble virtually 
almost without failure. 

A recent test showed my immune system 
function to still be very low and my oncologist 
advises me to take great care to avoid close 
contacts. Therefore, when we feel well enough 
to be here, we will sit off to ourselves as much 
as possible and on Sunday mornings, we will sit 
in the cry room. We will leave immediately after 
services. Please know that I would love to be 
able to give each of you a big hug, but for now, 
we can only look forward to that. 

In Christian love, Gary and Mary Smith 

 

Lads to Leaders  - April 14-17, 2022 

If you are interested in getting more information 
or attending Lads to Leaders this spring. Please 
contact Lucas Dial, Kevin Hunt, Bettie Bean, or 
Kensey Hall. 

Mission Spotlight 
Zambia School of  
Biblical Studies 

 

Ron Gilbert spends much time working 
with the preacher schools in Zambia, Malawi, 
Uganda, and Kenya. The  elders of the    
Kansas Expressway congregation oversee 
the work. Jerry Sullins is hoping they can 
team up in late November and visit those 
schools.  

Two years ago, Ron Gilbert visited        
Siamafumba School of Biblical Studies. It is a 
school that was established by ZSOBS      
students. A gospel meeting was held there, 
with a four-day attendance of 5000 Jerry said 
the main need of the schools in Zambia is for 
the Covid restrictions to be lifted. 

    —Jackie Travis 

Note: Jerry Sullins will be here Sunday 
evening, November 14. 

Response 

Larry Knox has been visiting with us for 
the past few weeks. Sunday, he came forward 
asking for prayers.  



Remember	in	Prayer:	
	

David	Smith—Now at Oakview Manor 
Tommy Wilson—Now at Oakview Manor 

 

Toni Bennett,   Conner Copeland,   Jimmy Davis, 
Wendy Darnell,  Bobby English, Martha Green, 
Willard Green, Jr.,   Robert  Hall,  William         
Hamilton,    Joe Hedges,  Emery Helmer,   Haley 
Lilly,    Virginia   Manchester, Dale  Newport, Doug    
and Wanda Newsom,  Judy Overbey,  Joe Smith, 
Gary Smith, Jim Story,  Danny  Walker  
 

Nursing	Home/Assisted	Living/Rehab:		

CCCCtr—Betty	Clark,	Pearlie	Inman,	

Lorene	Krueger	

Misty Meadows, (Metropolis, IL)—Betty	

Burkeen	

Oakview Manor—David	Smith,	Tommy	Wilson	

Stilley House—Norman	Gulley,		Carl	Hamilton	

	

 

Record:* 
November 7, 2021 

Mid-week (11/3)                         96                                                  
Sunday Bible Class         145                    
Sunday Morning Worship           186                                                                                                                                                                           
Sunday Evening Worship                         91            
Contribution                              $11, 354 
*Pandemic conditions 

 

Bible School Reminder: 
 

Sunday, 11/14 & Wednesday, 11/17 

Exploring God’s Word 

 
Old Testament 2, Lesson 11 

Leaving A Mark 
This week I had the absolute blessing to be 

able to be surrounded by a group of encouragers 
to be renewed and uplifted. All year I look forward 
to weekends like this where I can gather around 
people that share in ministry with me and          
understand the stresses that come. Ironically 
though, through everything that I learned and was 
impacted by this weekend, it was an article in an 
email that I get every couple of days that helped 
to open my eyes. Dale Jenkins wrote this article 
entitled, “That’ll Leave a Mark.” In it, he notes 
many instances and circumstances that are       
difficult to manage. We think of times where we 
study and work so hard on a lesson and it falls 
short. That can leave a mark. We try to             
encourage and be a good influence on someone 
and then watch them go make a dumb mistake. 
That can leave a mark. We work hard at       
something and then find only criticism. That can 
leave a mark. You may share in these for your 
own life or have situations similar to these that 
leave difficult marks on you.  

Dale wraps up the article in a different way 
though. Someone points to you as their role   
model or greatest influence in becoming a    
Christian. You study with someone and you see 
the light bulb go off in their mind and they finally     
understand. Those will leave a mark too. Dale 
says, “But you, too, as you pour your focus into 
the lives of others, will leave a mark in this world 
as one who is determined for their life to count. As 
you serve, and love, and live faithfully, and     
commit yourself to God’s people, and focus on 
Jesus, and give of your energy. That will leave a 
mark. It will not always be easy, but it will be 
worth it. Go forth and leave a mark!” 

       

   -Lucas 
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Current	Service	Times	
	

Sunday	Morning	

In-Person	Bible	Class	

9:15—Auditorium 

CIA—Old Fellowship Hall 

Teens—Teen Room 
Children’s classes in east side                            

10:00-Worship (Auditorium) 

Online also 

    
Sunday Evening 

 6:00—Worship (in-person, online) 

Last Sunday of month—1:00 
 

Wednesday Night   
            6:30—classes for all ages 

                      

Those Who Are To Serve:  

     Sunday, November 14,  2021 

Morning 

Song	Leader:		Gayle	Hall	

Opening	Prayer:		Nick	Darnell	

Preside	at	Lord’s	Supper:		Jared	Hall		

	Closing	Prayer:  Randy	O’Bryan 

 

            

 

Evening  

Song	Leader:  Dale	Roberts 

Opening Prayer:		Ronnie	Cox	

Closing Prayer:  Larry	Davis	

	

Sunday	Evening	Count/	Communion	

Mark	Hart,	Nick	Darnell	

	


