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 Negative Stereotypes 
We have all heard stereotypes, and most of us have used one or 

more in describing a thing or  person. According BING’s online dictionary, 
a stereotype is “a widely held but fixed and oversimplified image or idea 
of a particular thing or person.” In other words, it is a generalization about 
a group of things or people, with an application  applying that description 
to a  particular thing or  person.  A negative stereotype is one that invites 
a negative view of the thing or person  involved. At its worst, (when ap-
plied to people) it can be a racist, sexist, or ethnic slur; at its best, it can 
be a provocative alert to keep people from behaving in a  negative way.  

It is in the latter sense that the Bible uses this approach. For example, 
most people who grew up reading the King James Version of the Bible 
are very familiar with Proverbs 21:9: “It is better to dwell in a corner of the 
housetop than with a brawling woman in a wide house.” People may 
chuckle when they read it, not because they think all wives are nagging, 
but because they have known some “brawling” (nagging, contentious 
women) in their lifetime—and they don’t want  to marry one or be one! 

 Let me also say that there is a stereotype among people of a “boring 
preacher.” No preacher wants to be seen as a in that way, but there 
enough members of that group also  in the world to evoke and prolong 
the negative image. 

As a further exercise, read the following words/phrase which will likely 
bring an image or example to your mind: a nagging wife, a thoughtless 
husband, an ungrateful child, a bitter old man, a gossipy old woman, a 
ruthless businessman, a middle-age crazy man, a racist American, a  
jealous sibling, a stingy rich man/woman. Does anyone from your past or 
present  fit those stereotypes? If so, how have you dealt with them? Does 
your relationship with them encourage or discourage that behavior?  

Finally, consider a description that Paul borrowed from a Cretan     
author: “Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons” (Titus 1:12) 
In using it, Paul was warning Titus of the people he would face, as well 
as challenging him to persuade those people to be “sound in the 
faith” (Titus 1:13). 

Now for the most important question: Do any of the negative stereo-
types describe us?  If so, those stereotypical behaviors need to be 
purged from our lives (Colossians 3:5, 8). Let us examine ourselves daily 
in the mirror of God’s word (James 1:22-25) and correct ourselves       
accordingly. Then we will truly be “doers of the word, and not hearers      
only” (James 1:22).      —Lance Cordle 
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May 1—Family Outdoor Day 

May 16—Graduates’ Celebration 
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Being a Difference-Maker 
Most of us are pretty good at making excuses 

and rationalizing as to why we are not more vocal 
in sharing the truth of the Gospel of Jesus with 
others.  

“I don’t know enough!” “I wasn’t trained for 
this!” “That is someone else’s job!”  

The list goes on but you get the idea.  

The prophet Amos had just that type of oppor-
tunity as well.  

In Amos 7:10-17, the Holy Record tells us 
about a time when false teachers were seeking to 
silence the truth of God’s message. Amaziah was 
a priest in Bethel and stood against Amos and his 
mission. He demanded that Amos “go home” and 
cease preaching his message in Israel. The threat 
was that the king himself would get involved!  

Amos did not back down.  

Amos did not make excuses.  

He admitted that he wasn’t a prophet—that he 
had not trained for or even expected to be put in 
this position. He was merely a shepherd who also 
raised sycamore figs. He had plenty of excuses at 
his disposal.  

But Amos trusted God.  

This shepherd became a difference-making 
prophet of God because he stood with the Lord in 
spite of the threats and demands.  

Like Amos, you and I can be difference-

makers! Let us stand for and share the truth of the 
Gospel! It does not matter where we are from, lis-
tening to and following the Lord is the duty of us 
all. 

—Bart Warren, Glasgow, KY 

Via Bulletin Digest 

5—Ricky Collins 

6—Sandy Barlow 

7—Jude Hall 

Thank You! 

To all those who donated blood on 
April 22nd—we collected 19 units! 



Remember	in	Prayer:	
Joe	Hedges—Norton Hospital, Louisville	

John	Myers—recovering from surgery	

Billie	Davis—palliative care, at home 
Lorene	Krueger	is now in Calvert Convalescent  
Center, Room 205. 
Raymon	Cordle	is also in Calvert Convalescent    
Center. He can receive mail at P.O. Box 922, Calvert 
City. 
 
Toni	Bennett,				Conner		Copeland,			Jimmy	Davis,							

Bobby			English,		Pat	Hall,			William	Hamilton,	

Robert		Hall,		Joe	Hedges,	Tracy	Henderson,			

Pearlie						Inman,					Haley	Lilly,  Virginia			Man-

chester,			Dale		Newport,	Doug				and	Wanda	New-

som,		Rhonda	Ray,			Mitzi	Roberts,	Gary	Smith,	Joe	

Smith,	Jill	Travis,		Danny		Walker.			

Nursing	Home/Assisted	Living/Rehab:		

Rivercrest Place (Paducah)—Jim	&	Barbara			

Story	

CCCCtr—Betty	Clark,	Raymon	Cordle,	Lorene	

Krueger	

Misty Meadows, (Metropolis, IL)—	Betty	

Burkeen	

Stilley House—Norman	Gulley,	Carl	Hamilton	

Record:*	

April	25	2021	

Mid-week (4/21)               116        
Sunday Bible Class              139   
Sunday Morning Worship               209                                                                                                                                                     
Sunday Evening Worship              106     
Contribution                                $8138.00 

The Century Plant 
The  century plant is a large species located in the 

southwest United States. Contrary to its name, the    
century plant only lives about 25-30 years. During that 
time, it grows to about ten feet high and about the same 
distance around. It may not be the prettiest plant in 
town, but it certainly makes its presence known. Yet, 
what makes the century plant unique is not seen until 
the end of its lifecycle. As it nears death, the plant be-
gins to grow a stalk out of its center. This stalk can 
grow to be as much as thirty feet high, and at its peak 
are the only blossoms the century plant will ever pro-
duce. The plant dies shortly after these blossoms reach 
full bloom. Yet, this is not the end of the century plant, 
for at its base new shoots begin to rise from the dry de-
sert ground. In a sense, it could be said that the century 
plant exists in order to bring about the next generation 
of life.  

 This reminds me a lot of Jesus. He walked this 
earth as a common-looking, no frills, kind of guy. In 
other words, he wasn’t the prettiest plant in the garden, 
but he had a big presence. His earthly lifecycle came to 
an end with a tall tree-like stalk…a cross. As Jesus 
hung from this cross the greatest effect of his ministry 
was coming into full blossom, that is, the restoration of 
his beloved creation. His resurrection from death results 
in new shoots that have continued to rise from the 
parched desert of life for over 2,000 years. Like the 
century plant, Jesus’s life is lived in order to bring 
about the next generation of life for all who will trust in 
him.  

It may be that your life is feeling like a desert right 
now, either through sin, loss, or tests. In these times it is 
easy to lose sight of hope for the future. Yet, the cross 
of Jesus, like the century plant, gives us a vision of 
hope that life continues, even in desert places. Look to 
him and he will bring you through this time. It may not 
be with rushing rivers of relief or showers of cool bless-
ings. It may come in the form of just enough water to 
survive. But make no mistake, life in the Son goes on.  

    —Cory Waddell 

It’s Up to Me! 
I cannot change others 

But I can change me 

I must learn to focus 

Being the best I can be 

 

When I change my outlook 

And improve through and through 

Amazingly I find 

That others get better too 

Edd Sterchi, Bulletin Digest 



Volume 33 Number  18         May 2, 2021 

Calvert	City	Church	of	Christ	
4625 U.S. Highway 62, P.O. Box 466 

Calvert City, Kentucky 42029 
 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

NONPROFIT 

ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

CALVERT CITY, KY 

PERMIT NO. 14 

Current	Service	Times	
	

Sunday	Morning	

In-Person	Bible	Class	

9:15—Auditorium 

CIA—Activities Building 

Teens—Teen Room 

Children’s classes in east side                            

10:00-Worship (Auditorium) 

Online also 

    

Sunday Evening 

 6:00—Worship (in-person, online) 

Last week of month—1:00 

 

Wednesday Night   

            6:30 —Devotional in Auditorium 

(in-person, online) 

                      

Those Who Are To Serve:  

     Sunday, May2,  2021 

Morning 

Song	Leader:		Gayle	Hall 

Opening	Prayer:		Jared	Green 

Preside at Lord’s Supper: Aaron	Cox 

Closing Prayer:  Don	Thompson	

           	

	

Evening	

Song	Leader:  Jared	Green	

Opening	Prayer:		Randy	O’Bryan	

Closing	Prayer:   Jared	Hall	

	

	

Sunday	Evening	Count/	Communion	

Nick	Darnell,	Mark	Hart	

	


