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Costly Grace 
“For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal 
life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:23, emphasis added).  

When we discuss the doctrine of God’s grace, the word “free” often 
comes to mind. As many passages teach, such as the one above, there 
is nothing we could ever do to earn the grace given to us. We only       
receive grace because God has made the decision to gift it to us. In his 
book, The Cost of Discipleship, Dietrich Bonhoeffer uses the words 
“costly grace” to describe the grace shown from God to His people. We 
can easily understand how grace is free, but if Bonhoeffer is right, how 
can grace be costly?   

Grace is costly because it cost our Savior his life. From the first time 
sin is brought into the world in Genesis 3, all the way through the end of 
Scripture, it is clear that, where there is sin, an atonement for that sin 
must follow. Because God is a God of justice, He cannot simply overlook 
sin. Instead, there must be someone, or something, that pays the debt 
owed by the sinner. The amazing truth about our Savior is that, in His 
one-time sacrifice on the cross, all the sins of the world can be forgiven! 
In that sacrifice, however, our Savior had to suffer one of the most pain-
ful, shameful deaths imaginable. And He willingly did so for you and for 
me. “He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to 
sin   and live  to  righteousness. By his wounds  you  have  been  healed”  
(1 Peter 2:24).  

Grace is costly because it costs us our lives. When Jesus discussed 
true discipleship, one thing was clear: Being a sincere disciple is going to 
cost you. In Matthew 16:24-25, Jesus says, “If anyone would come after 
me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For     
whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my 
sake will find it.” While grace is undoubtedly free, may we never believe 
that, as recipients of grace, we are free from a life of sacrificial             
discipleship.  

In the words of Bonhoeffer: “[Grace] is costly because it costs a man 
his life, and it is grace because it gives a man the only true life. It is costly 
because it condemns sin, and grace because it justifies the sinner. 
Above all, it is costly because it cost God the life of his son: ‘ye were 
bought at a price,’ and what has cost God much cannot be cheap for us. 
Above all, it is grace because God did not reckon his Son too dear a 
price to pay for our life, but delivered him up for us” (The Cost of         
Discipleship, 45). God loves you, and so do I.  

       —Jared Green 



Ancient Truths for Modern Times 
WCCK, FM—95.7 

Sundays  8:30 a.m. 
Speakers: Lance Cordle & Gary Knuckles 

 March 27-April 2 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Anniversary! 
 

April 2: Glenn & Robin 
Davis 

Dates to Remember: 
March 23—WNES—Throneberry 

March 27—1:00pm Service 

March 30—WNES—Alsup 

April 6—Spring Break, no WNES 

March: 
27—Grayson Turner 
29—Mitch McLain 

30—Karden Hunt 
31—Colby Blackburn 

April: 
1—Marlene Travis 

2—Mark Hart 
2—Tommy Riley 

 
 

WNES Preacher Profile: 

Tim Alsup 

 

Tim has been the preaching minister at the 
Great Oaks Church of Christ in Memphis, TN, 
since October of 2005.  

He has degrees from Freed-Hardeman (B.A. in 
Bible, B.S. in Mathematics, Master of Arts in New 
Testament) and Harding School of Theology 
(Master of Divinity).  

Tim and Arinne have been married for 19 
years, and they have 2 boys and 1 girl: Riley (13), 
Eian (10), and Reese (7).  

Thank You! 
Thanks to everyone, for the calls, text        

messages, cards and prayers during the passing 
of my mother, Lorene Krueger. A special thanks 
to Don and Wanda Whirley for bringing food on 
behalf of the church.  

 

Paul and Brenda Cloud 

 

Differ, Do Not Hate 
The fact that I differ with someone, even 

about important things, does not mean that I 
hate them. I have friendly relations with many 
I strongly disagree with, some of whom are 
“to the right” of me and some “to the left,” 
both in religion and politics.  

 

“Ephesians 5:11, “Take no part in the un-
fruitful works of darkness, but instead, expose 
them,” (KJV “Have no fellowship with”) has 
been misread by many. The passage forbids 
participating in what is wrong. It does not say, 
“Do not have any association with anyone 
who believes differently from you.” 

 

If you differ with me, I don’t hate you. I just 
think you are mistaken.” 

 

—Cecil May, Jr., Preacher Talk, 
Winter, 2018 

 
 

 
 
 
We express our deepest sympathy to the family 

of  Randell O’Bryan. He passed away Wednes-
day, March 23rd. Funeral arrangements will be   
announced later. Please continue to pray for the 
family as they mourn his passing.  



Remember	in	Prayer:	
Joe	Hedges—home, moving to Owensboro 

 

Conner Copeland,  Glenn Davis,     Jimmy Davis, 

Lillie Dunn, Martha Green, Devin Hall, Robert  

Hall, Charlotte &    William   Hamilton, Brue      

Hargrove,   Larry Knotts, Haley Lilly,  Bob, Peg,     

Jo McVehil, Doug    and Wanda    Newsom,   Galon  

Riley,     Crystal Rose,  David Smith, Gary Smith,  

Joe Smith,  Jim Story,  Marlene Travis 

 

Nursing	Home/Assisted	Living/Rehab:		

CCCCtr—Betty	Clark,	Pearlie	Inman,	

Misty Meadows, (Metropolis, IL)—Betty	
Burkeen	

Stilley House—Norman	Gulley,		Carl	Hamilton	

	

Record:	
March	20,	2022	

Mid-week (3/16)             																			122													 
Sunday Bible Class   																	163											 
Sunday Morning Worship    																	220						 
Sunday Evening Worship                       150	     	                    
Contribution     																																							$8550 

 

Bible School Reminder: 
 

Sunday, 3/27; Wednesday, 3/30 

 

Exploring God’s Word 

 
New Testament,  Part 2,  Lesson 4 

Youth Spring Retreat-  
The Journey 

As I began youth ministry, I started to see a shift 
of change happening among other ministers that I 
grew up watching. As a teenager, big trips were  
always the most exciting and the ones that I could 
not miss. But now, I talk with these fellow ministers 
and they have begun to see the real spiritual growth 
not in the big, costly trips but in the close, intimate 
retreats. Trips where teenagers can get away from 
the distractions of the world and refocus on Christ. 
In a month from now on April 22-24, we’ll travel 
over to Grand Rivers to get away and refocus on 
Jesus. I wanted to take some time to explain the 
theme of our weekend, “The Journey.” 

When I step into Bible class with my lesson in 
hand, I look around the room and talk with teenag-
ers that are in all different spots in their spiritual 
journey. I have mature teens that are inviting,      
encouraging, and evangelizing to their peers. On 
the other hand, I have teens that struggle with even 
knowing who Jesus is and what he teaches. Then I 
have everyone in between. Our Spring Retreat is 
designed to reach every teenager on that spectrum 
of their Spiritual Journey. Friday night we will begin 
with the “Foundation.” Asking questions like, who is 
Jesus? What is Salvation? Why does it matter? 
Saturday morning we move into practicality with the 
“Construction.” What does the Christian life really 
look like? Now that I know who Jesus is, how does 
a follower of his live? Saturday night will be a    
powerful night of “Dedication.” What happens when 
I turn my life over to Christ in baptism? What is   
reconciliation? Sunday morning we look towards 
their departure from the weekend with the 
“Application.” Okay, what now? What does life look 
like after baptism? Who is this new me?  

I hope you’ll encourage all of our teens to be a 
part of this spiritually impactful weekend. Our BIG-
GEST NEED right now is your prayers. Please be 
praying for our weekend, our teenagers, our spiritu-
al growth, and our ministry as a whole as we strive 
to push people closer to God.  -Lucas 

2022 Wednesday Night   
Enrichment Series 

“Molded”* 
 

March 30    Joseph          Tim Alsup  
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Current	Service	Times	
	

Sunday	Morning	
In-Person	Bible	Class	
9:15—Auditorium 

CIA—Old Fellowship Hall 

Teens—Teen Room 

Children’s classes in east side                            

10:00-Worship (Auditorium) 

Online also 

    

Sunday Evening 

 6:00—Worship (in-person, online) 

Last Sunday of month—1:00 

 

Wednesday Night   

            6:30—classes for all ages 

                      

Those Who Are To Serve:  

     Sunday, March 27, 2022 

Morning 

Song	Leader:			Lucas	Dial	

Opening	Prayer:			Ricky	Collins	

Preside	at	Lord’s	Supper:			Gayle	Hall		

	Closing	Prayer:   Brad	Parker 

 

            

Evening (1:00pm)   

Song	Leader:  	Dale	Roberts 

Opening	Prayer:		Jamie	Leonard	

Closing	Prayer:				Larry	Davis	

 

 

Sunday Evening Count/Communion 

Mark Hart, Nick Darnell 

 


