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“Do You Believe In God?” . . . %,  
If you have been watching, listening to, or reading the news in the last 

few days, you know that one of the major headlines is that the percentage 
of  Americans who believe in God is down from the percentages recorded 
in the past. While some may think this is a severe blow to the Christian 
faith, one must understand certain facts about this crisis before they begin 
to assume it is the end of the world. 

Let’s first of all, let’s take into consideration the poll itself. It was       
conducted by the Gallup organization. The name “Gallup” carries with it 
legitimacy in terms of process. The  poll showed a decrease in professed 
belief in God among adults aged eighteen and up, from 2017 to the       
present. That percentage was 87% in 2017 and is now 81%. Among other 
findings, the  poll showed that the lowest percentage of believers was 
found among the “younger Americans” (18-29), at 68%.  By contrast 87% 
of  “older  Americans”  (65 and up), professed to  believe in God.      Source: 
“Poll: Americans' belief in God is dropping (religionnews.com)”  by Yonat Shimron 

At first glance, the results of this poll appear to be very discouraging. 
However, we must keep some things in mind. First, as with all polls, we are 
talking about a representation of the population—not everyone was polled. 
Secondly, although the percentage may be down from years past, 81% of 
a country’s people is a high percentage of believers. Thirdly, this poll can 
serve as a “wake–up call” and remind us that not everyone around is    
convinced that God exists, or even attempt to worship him. The “mission 
field” begins with the first step outside a Christian’s front door.  

The fact is that polls such as this reflect a “snapshot”—a depiction of 
where things stand. It could get better  . . . and it could get worse. These 
types of studies and reports serve to call us to be aware of our cultural and 
spiritual landscapes, and to thus, understand the times” (1 Chronicles 
12:32). We must resolve in our hearts to  “honor Christ the Lord as          
holy”  (1 Peter 3:15), and “walk as children of light” (Ephesians 5:8). Even if 
the numbers were reversed, and the number of non-believers was greater 
than believers, it would not prove that unbelief is right, nor that those who 
do not believe will overcome those who do.  

One of the darkest times in biblical  history was the period of the Judges 
(Judges 17:6; 21:25). However that period brought forth such people as 
Ruth, Naomi, Boaz, Hannah and Samuel (as well as other, unnamed, yet 
righteous individuals). Let us stand firm, knowing that,  the darker the night, 
the brighter the light! 

        —Lance Cordle 



Ancient Truths for Modern Times 
WCCK, FM—95.7 

Sundays  8:30 a.m. 
Speakers: Lance Cordle & Gary Knuckles 

 Celebrations: June 26-July 2 

 

Birthdays: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 

26—Lance & Laura Cordle 

 

July 

2—Nathan & Heather Arant 

2—Ben & Tara Leonard 

Dates to Remember: 
 

June 23—Red Cross Blood Drive 

July 3-7—Teens to Horizons 

July 27-29—VBS 

  

June 

9—Jemma Martin 

30—Don Whirley 

 

July  
1—Tracy Henderson 

2—Isabella Cowan 

 

Blood Drive 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, June 23, 12:30-5:30pm. 
 

Our Activities Building 

Please donate if possible! 
 

 

No “S” 
Three things often quoted as plural are actually 

singular. 

Describing heaven, John says, “And the street 
of the city was pure gold, transparent as 
glass” (Rev. 21:21). Not “streets.” John mentions 
one. 

“The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,       
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentle-
ness and self-control” (Gal. 5:22-23). They are   
collectively “fruit,” not individually “fruits.” 

“Revelation” is “the revelation of Jesus 
Christ” (Rev. 1:1). There is one revelation of one 
Lord. No biblical book is called “Revelations.” 

—Cecil R. May, Jr; Preacher Talk, Spring  

2015 

Gospel Meeting: 
 

Oak Valley Church of Christ invites you 
to their Gospel meeting, June 26-30.     
Weeknight services begin at 7pm.    Speaker: 
Kevin Williams 

“You Are Going to Hell” 
Unfortunately, a few people are crass 

enough to say those words. Frequently those 
who say someone has told them that have not 
actually talked to anyone tactless and        
judgmental enough to say it. They hear certain 
biblical truths and draw their own conclusion. 

Noah, by faith in and in reverent           
obedience to God, built an ark and saved his 
household. In doing so, “He condemned the 
world.” 

He was not telling people, “You are going 
to hell.” He did what God commanded. Those 
who did not believe felt condemned. 

—Cecil R. May, Jr, Preacher Talk,       
Summer, 2014 



Remember	in	Prayer:	
	

	
Valerie	Aycock,	Jerry	Bell,	Myra	Brandon,		
Conner	Copeland,				Jimmy	&	Karen		Davis,	Lillie	
Dunn,	Maria			Enzende,	Martha	Green,			Robert		
Hall,	Charlotte	&				William			Hamilton,	Bruce				
Hargrove,		Larry		&	Reba	Knotts,	Haley	Lilly,	
Doug				and	Wanda	Newsom,			Galon		Riley,							
Crystal	Rose,		Gary	Smith,		Joe	Smith,				Jim	Story,	
Bill	and	Barbara	Strickland,	Marlene	Travis	
	

Nursing	Home/Assisted	Living/Rehab:		

CCCCtr—Betty	Clark,	Carl	Hamilton,	Pearlie	
Inman,	

Misty Meadows, (Metropolis, IL)—Betty	
Burkeen	

Stilley House—Norman	Gulley		

	

 

Record:	
June	19	,	2022	

Mid-week (6/15)             																			133													 
Sunday Bible Class  																																NA			 
Sunday Morning Worship    																	168	 
Sunday Evening Worship                  	     	      			92					           
Contribution     																																							$7580 

       

 

Bible School Reminder: 
 

Sunday, 6/26;  Wednesday, 6/29 

 

Exploring God’s Word 

 
Old Testament 3,  Lesson 4 

 

 

Happiness Isn’t Always Sunny 
In northern Chile, there is a narrow strip of land 

with majestic views.  It lies between the Andes 
Mountain and the Pacific Ocean. The weather is 
almost always perfectly sunny. Morning after    
morning displays a beautiful sunny day to illuminate 
the towering mountains. Evenings often display   
incredible sunsets. Even though storms can be 
seen out in the distance, it rarely rains in this area. 
This might seem like a paradise, but it’s far from it. 
In fact, it’s a barren wilderness, a desert. Since 
there are no streams of water and very little rain, 
almost nothing grows there. 

 Often times we long for a life full of sunshine 
and happiness. We hope to avoid trouble,       
heartache, and those “rainy days.” However, just as 
the land needs the occasional downpour to survive, 
sometimes we need hardship and difficulty. Hard-
ship builds resilience. Difficulty shapes character. 
Adversary builds endurance. While gloomy and 
challenging, those rain days actually cause us to 
grow and strengthen (James 1:2-4). 

Even Solomon once said, “It is better to go to a 
house of mourning than to go to a house of      
feasting...” (Ecclesiastes 7:2). What an unusual 
statement. Why would he say something like 
this?  The rest of the verse answers the question, 
“...Because that is the end of every man, and the 
living takes it to heart” (Ecclesiastes 7:2). In other 
words, it causes us to focus on the more important 
things, such as where we are spiritually and where 
we will go eternally. When life is a party, it’s much 
easier to get caught up in foolish things and lose 
focus on God (vs. 4). 

 Tough times are never fun, but the good news 
is the rain will eventually stop. It can’t always rain. 
Psalm 30:5 says, “...Weeping may last for the night, 
but a shout of joy comes in the morning.” Sunshine 
will return. Happiness will revisit. And after enduring 
the tough times, we will have grown stronger and 
better!    —Brett Petrillo 
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Sunday	Morning	
In-Person	Bible	Class	
9:15—Auditorium 

CIA—Old Fellowship Hall 

Teens—Teen Room 

Children’s classes in east side                            

10:00-Worship (Auditorium) 

Online also 

    

Sunday Evening 

 6:00—Worship (in-person, online) 

Last Sunday of month—1:00 

 

Wednesday Night   

            6:30—classes for all ages 

                      

Those Who Are To Serve:  

     Sunday, June 26, 2022 

Morning 

Song	Leader:			Lucas	Dial	

Opening	Prayer:		Larry	Davis		

Preside	at	Lord’s	Supper:		William	Smith	

	Closing	Prayer:   Quentin	Riley 

 

            

Evening (1pm)      

Song	Leaders:		Young Men 

Opening	Prayer:  Brad Parker 

Closing	Prayer:				Larry Wynn 

	

 

Sunday Evening Count/Communion 

Mark Hart, Nick Darnell 

 


