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Familiarity 
In recent months, I have conducted several funerals. In doing so, it 

has been necessary for me to turn on my car’s hazard lights to be seen 
as being a part of the  funeral procession. It is so easy to reach over and 
hit the button on the dash of my car. However, it has not always been 
that way. Those who are over  the age of forty well remember the time 
when cars had  headlight-dimmer switches on the floor, and hazard light 
switches that were 1) under the steering column, 2) hard to find and, 3) 
hard to pull.  I have to confess, that when I bought cars that were more 
recently made, it took me a while to learn that the hazard light switch was 
not on the steering column, and was now a big red triangle. In the past, I 
did not use my hazard lights much, but better switch placement and more 
frequent use have made the process much more familiar to me. In turn, I 
am much more comfortable and more at ease in using my hazard lights 

I can see application in spiritual matters, The first one is Bible study. If 
we don’t frequently use our Bibles  and  study tools, we will likely be    
reluctant to use them. On the other hand, if we have a useable Bible 
(hardcopy or electronic), and are familiar with its makeup and message, 
we will be comfortable using them for ourselves, as well as comfortable 
helping others in Bible study. In addition, our lives will be enriched. In the 
days of only hardcopy Bibles, there was a saying: “A  Bible that is falling 
apart usually belongs to someone who isn’t.” 

The second application is attendance in worship and Bible study. 
Those who do not attend these assemblies regularly will not be familiar 
with customs of the assembly and how people generally conduct      
themselves there. This is to be expected with non-Christians, but should 
not be the “habit of some” (Hebrews 10:25) who are members of the 
Lord’s church.  

Thirdly, we need to be familiar with our brothers and sisters in Christ. 
Interaction between Christians both in and away from the assembly is 
vital. According to Proverbs 27:27 “Iron sharpens iron and one man 
sharpens  another.” Within the fellowship of the Lord,  friends “sharpen”  
each other both inside and outside of the assembly of the saints 
(Colossians 3:16; Hebrews 10:24, 25). Our  interaction and our help  for 
those of the “household of faith” (Galatians 5:10) will strengthen us as 
our walk with God (Ephesians 5:1, 2). 

Think about how comfortable and familiar we have become with  
gadgets and technology within everyday life. How much more familiar we 
should be with God and his people! 

      —Lance Cordle 



Ancient Truths for Modern Times 
WCCK, FM—95.7 

Sundays  8:30 a.m. 
Speakers: Lance Cordle & Gary Knuckles 

January 23-29 

Birthdays 

Dates to Remember: 
January 24—Meal for Community, KDV 

January 30—5th Sunday 

January 31—Meal for Community, KDV 

February 6-10—FHU Lectureship 

23—Betty Hall 
24—Imogene Hulsey 

26—Larry Davis 

27—Brenda Williams 

29—Aaron Cox 

29—Gene Dunn 

Many of us remember the times when two     
sisters wrote advice columns  in newspapers on a 
regular basis. One of those columns was “Dear 
Ann Landers.” The poem below was not written  
by Ann, but provided in her column. It serves as a 
good “companion piece” to the article by brother 
John Moore, which is  just across the sheet, on 
Page 3 of this week’s Encourager.       —Lance 

 

Listen 
When I ask you to listen to me, 
And you start giving me advice, 
You have not done what I asked. 
 

When I ask that you listen to me, 
And you begin to tell me why I shouldn't feel that 
way, 
You are trampling on my feelings. 
 

When I ask you to listen to me, 
And you feel you have to do something to solve 
my problems, 
You have failed me, strange as that may seem. 
 

Listen: All that I ask is that you listen, 
Not talk or do -- just hear me. 
 

When you do something for me 

That I need to do for myself, 
You contribute to my fear and feelings of           
inadequacy. 
 

But when you accept as a simple fact 
That I do feel what I feel, no matter how irrational, 
Then I can quit trying to convince you 

And go about the business 

Of understanding what's behind my feelings. 
 

So, please listen and just hear me 

And, if you want to talk, 
Wait a minute for your turn -- and I'll listen to you. 

—author unknown, via “Dear Ann Landers” 

Sympathy 
Our sincere sympathy is extended to Brad 

Parker, at the death of his mother,         
Glynda Parker. Her funeral was held Monday, 
January 17th, in Benton. 

 
 

Baby! 
 
 

Congratulations to Aaron and Rachel Cox at 
the birth of their baby boy, Conrad Blair Cox, 
on Saturday, January 15th! He weighed 8 
lbs, 8 oz. Rachel and Conrad are doing well 
and are now at home. 

Thank You 
Dear brothers and sisters, 
  Thank you for all your acts of kindness  
during the sickness and death of my   
brother, Bobby Ford. Your love and con-
cern are greatly appreciated. 
In Christian love, 
Inez Darnell 



Remember	in	Prayer:	
	

Larry	Knotts—Still	in	Nashville	
Randell	O’Bryan—in Mercy Health, Lourdes, but 

headed to rehab soon 

David	Smith—home from the hospital 

 

Conner	Copeland,		Inez	Darnell,	Glenn	Davis,					
Jimmy	Davis,	Martha	Green,	Willard	Green,	Jr.,			
Robert		Hall,		Charlotte	&				William			Hamilton,			
Bruce	Hargrove,		Joe	Hedges,		Kay				Inman,				Haley	
Lilly,  Virginia			Manchester,							Dale		Newport,	
Doug				and	Wanda				Newsom,			Mary	Beth	
Schroeder,	Gary	Smith,	Joe	Smith,		Jim	Story	
	

Nursing	Home/Assisted	Living/Rehab:		

CCCCtr—Betty	Clark,	Pearlie	Inman,	

Lorene	Krueger	

Misty Meadows, (Metropolis, IL)—Betty	
Burkeen	

Oakview Manor—Tommy	Wilson	

Stilley House—Norman	Gulley,		Carl	Hamilton	

	

Record:	
January	16,	2022	

Mid-week (1/12)   																																	60																																																															 
Sunday Bible Class   																			68												 
Sunday Morning Worship                     101       
Sunday Evening Worship  																																	42													 
Contribution     																																$7177.00 
       

 

Bible School Reminder: 
 

Sunday, 1/23; Wednesday, 1/26 

 

Exploring God’s Word 

 
New Testament,  Part 1,  Lesson 8 

Comfort One Another  
by Listening 

The man just could not understand why his 
wife didn’t see his logic. In efforts to resolve their 
marital conflict, he continued to explain himself 
and spent hours arguing his case. He saw him-
self as a good Christian man who was only trying 
to do what was right. He went through all the 
possible scenarios and arrived at a conclusion 
about their argument. He just knew he was right, 
and yet his wife’s demeanor only appeared to 
him as evidence of her distress and disagree-
ment with his arguments. What the husband was 
failing to see, however, was what he needed to 
hear. He needed to both hear and listen to his 
wife’s feelings. Sometimes those who are hurting 
aren’t always disagreeing; they might just simply 
need to be heard.    

Failing to listen to others has a detrimental 
effect on any relationship. When a husband 
doesn’t listen to his wife (or vice-versa), or when 
parents fail to hear to their children, or when    
elders refuse to hear the concerns of their flock, 
people are often left feeling marginalized and  
insignificant. On the other hand, listening with the 
intent to understand declares that you care, you 
love, and that you see the other person worthy of 
your time. When we listen, we provide comfort to 
those who are hurting, confused, or frustrated. 
Listening empowers and helps others to clarify 
their feelings. It sends a message to those who 
are hurting that they are not alone (Gal. 6:1-2; 
Jam. 5:16).  

Listening to others can be challenging. Our 
mind can easily wander or become distracted. 
Sometimes we listen only to refute. Sometimes 
we are caught up in personal concerns and fail to 
see the problems of others. However, if we could 
remember that God is the greatest listener of all, 
and that we are called to be like God (Eph. 5:1), 
then listening to the problems and concerns of 
others will be a must. God listens to those who 
are hurting and is touched by the feelings of their 
infirmities (Hebrews 4:15). This is one reason we 
are so comforted by prayer: we know he listens 
(1 John 5:14-15).  
    —John Moore 
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Sunday	Morning	
In-Person	Bible	Class	

9:15—Auditorium 

CIA—Old Fellowship Hall 

Teens—Teen Room 

Children’s classes in east side                            

10:00-Worship (Auditorium) 

Online also 

    

Sunday Evening 

 6:00—Worship (in-person, online) 

Last Sunday of month—1:00 

 

Wednesday Night   

            6:30—classes for all ages 

                      

Those Who Are To Serve:  

     Sunday, January 23,  2022 

Morning 

Song	Leader:		Dale	Roberts	

Opening	Prayer:			Dean	Riley	

Preside	at	Lord’s	Supper:			Mark	Hart	

	Closing	Prayer:  Ross	Dougherty 

 

            

Evening   

Song	Leader:   Kevin	Hunt 

Opening	Prayer:		Ronnie	Cox	

Closing	Prayer:				Larry	Dennis	

	

	

Sunday	Evening	Count/Communion	

Mark	Hart,	Nick	Darnell	

	


