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The Fire and the Faith 

During his trip to Rome as a result of his appeal to Caesar, Paul and 
those on the ship with him were shipwrecked on the small island of    
Malta. 276 weary, damp travers dragged themselves out of the sea and 
onto the shore. Shivering, they basked in the warmth of the generous 
and hospitable islanders—and the glow of a large fire. Doubtless wanting 
to show his appreciation to the natives, Paul began wandering about the 
landscape looking for wood for the fire. While in the midst of picking up 
sticks, Paul was bitten by a snake. The remarkable result was that he 
was not hurt by the bite, even thought the snake was poisonous! (This 
story is found in Acts 28:1-6) 

The above story reminds us that God cares for his people. However, 
there are elements of this story that can encourage us in the matter of 
our heritage of  the faith, as well as our need to continue to proclaim it.  

Paul did not start the fire. As he and the other passengers from the 
stricken ship came ashore, they were the beneficiaries of the kindness 
and work of others. Likewise, we are given the opportunities of hearing 
and obeying Christ because of the kindness and work of others. Grand-
parents, parents, spouses, friends and neighbors have been faithful to 
the Lord and  have shared the gospel with us—ultimately resulting in our 
present standing in Christ. We are debtors to them for their love and care 
for us. 

Paul wanted the fire to continue. The fire was instrumental in the 
wellness of the people who had washed ashore and would provide the 
means for them to continue to survive. The fire would continue its work 
by keeping the survivors warm, as well as providing a way for their hosts 
to cook food for them. The faith, which we obey (Romans 16:26), is not 
only the means by which were are saved initially, but also the path in 
which we walk as God’s children. Thus, the faith must continue.  

Paul  wanted to contribute to the cause. Rather than standing or 
sitting around as the fire burned, Paul chose to participate in the feeding 
of the fire. He did not want to simply be a “taker,” he wanted to give back 
and help keep the fire going.  We should be encouraged and empowered 
by the knowledge of those gone before us, who have taught us and 
helped us to be where we are. We should, then aspire to teaching, lead-
ing and encouraging those around us. May we later say with Paul, “I 
have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the 
faith” (2 Timothy 4:7).  

No. We did not start the fire, but we can keep it burning.   

       —Lance Cordle 



Ancient Truths for Modern Times 
WCCK, FM—95.7 

Sundays  8:30 a.m. 
Speakers: Lance Cordle & Gary Knuckles 

  Weekly Devo
onals on Facebook 

A Pause  . . . And  Reflection 

2021 is now in effect—many are rejoicing 
that 2020 is “in the rearview mirror.” However, 
just because the year has changed, that does 
not mean that every thing has. In fact, Covid-19 
still looms as a major influencer of our lives. 
Harshness as an atmosphere in social inter-
change continues to be a problem. Lack of  
proper communication between those who    
disagree still  makes things difficult.  

What shall we do?  We cannot correct every 
wrong of society, nor heal every disease. How-
ever we can resolve to be the true children of 
God and representatives of him on this earth, 
both individually and collectively.  

I suggest that we take the words of Paul in 
Philippians 3:13-14 as a personal and congre-
gational resolution: 

“Brothers, I do not consider that I have made 
it my own, but one thing I do: forgetting what lies 
behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 
I press on toward the goal for the prize of the 
upward call of God in Christ Jesus.”   

Stay strong! 

I hope you have a great week. —Lance 

January 10-16 

 

      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14—Jimmy & Marilyn Smith 

15—Billy & Dot Morehead 

 

 

10—Annie Beard 

       Larry Wynn 

14—Megan Counce 

15—Mitzi Roberts 

16—Jennie Devine 

        Krystle Langston 

        Galon Riley 

 

Sympathy: 

Pearlie Inman, at the death of her 
sister, Pauline Davis, on January 2nd. 
Her funeral was held in Morganfield 
on Tuesday, January 5th. 

And Joyce Pritchard, at the death 
of her brother, Murrell Ellington,      
December 24th. His funeral was held 
in Benton on December 28th.  

Thank You 
With Sincere Appreciation for your thoughtful-
ness; 
 

Thank you, church family. I opened my cards 
on Christmas Day. Thy brought much joy to 
my heart. Will treasure the cards and photos 
forever. 
  
In Christian love,  
 
Georgia Adams 



Remember	in	Prayer:	
Dale	Newport—father of Melissa Collins—now at 
Parkview nursing and rehabilitation center 

Harold	Brandon—father	of	Carol	Steele	—Hospice, 
at home	

Toni	Bennett,			Charlotte	Chilcutt,	Taylor	Collins,	

Conner		Copeland,	Debbie	and	Pat	Croley,		Tina	

Cutsinger,	Richard	Darnell,			Billie	Davis,			Jimmy	

Davis,			Hazel			Demery,	Joyce	Dossett					Bobby	Eng-

lish,		Kerry		Frazier,				Gayle	Hall,	Pat	Hall,				Robert		

Hall,			Joe	Hedges,	Steve		Higginbotham,		Pearlie		

Inman,		Lorene				Krueger,			Haley	Lilly,   Jerry	

McCamey,			Stacy	McGee,	Dale	Moore,	Doug	and	

Wanda	Newsom,		Rhonda	Ray,			Margaret			Robert-

son,	Gary	Smith,	Danny		Walker,	Tommy		Wilson	

Nursing	Home/Assisted	Living:		

Rivercrest Place (Paducah)—Jim	&	Barbara			

Story	

CCCCtr—Betty	Clark	

Misty Meadows, in Metropolis, IL—	Betty	

Burkeen	

Stilley House—Raymon	Cordle,	Norman	Gulley,	

Carl	Hamilton	

Record:*	

January	3,	2021	

Wednesday Night                               NA                                                                            
Sunday Bible Class                      NA                                                               
Sunday Morning Attendance                          97                                                 
Contribution                                  $9359.50 
*Pandemic circumstances     
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 For the Time-being— 

Only Sunday In-Person  

 Worship Service  @ 10:00 a.m. 

All other assemblies online 

When assembled in-person, please: 

• Wear a mask 

• Use hand sanitizer 

• Sit together as families 

• Use every other pew 

Amen and A-woman 

According to longstanding tradition, the 117th
 Congress was 

opened with a prayer. As Rep. Emanuel Cleaver came to 
the end of his prayer, he concluded with “Amen and a-

woman.” Yes, you read that correctly, “a-woman.” As if, in 
some way, “amen” was actually some chauvinistic mascu-
line word. 

To set the record straight, “amen” is an ancient Hebrew 
word that has been used for thousands of years. It simply 
means “may it be so.” In other words, after a prayer, we are 
collectively requesting that the words of the prayer would 
happen. 

There is a tantalizing desire to take this article into the 
dumpster-fire discussion of politics, but there is a much 
more important lesson to learn about our culture right now 
– The United States is ignorant about Christianity. 

While Rep. Cleaver may have shown us an extreme exam-
ple, this religious ignorance is more common than you 
might think. Personally, I’ve had conversations with people 
who have “heard of Jesus but didn’t know what He did.” 
Another person hadn’t heard of Moses or knew anything 
about the difference between the Old Testament & New 
Testament. Let’s not even get started on complex Bible 
words like redemption, sanctification, and righteousness. 

The days have long passed when we can make religious 
assumptions in our nation. 

We need to stop assuming people know Bible words. 
We need to stop assuming people know Bible people. 
We need to stop assuming people know about Jesus. 
We need to stop assuming people know how to pray or 
worship. 
We need to stop assuming people know what is happening 
during worship. 
We need to stop assuming people know the basics of Chris-
tianity. 
The bottom line is…we need to stop assuming. 

At this very moment, we’ve reached a place in our nation 
where people may not know Jesus, know the Bible, or know 
that “amen” isn’t a gendered word. We very well may be 
heading towards another time when people are darkened in 
their understanding because of the ignorance that is in them 
(Ephesians 4:17-29). 

If we’re going to reach our world today and fulfill the Great 
Commission (Matthew. 28:19-20), we need to change. We 
need to change how we think. We need to change how we 
teach. We need to change how we talk. We need to change 
what we do. We need to change how we evangelize. 
  

Amen. 
Brett Petrillo 
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Sunday	Morning	

	

Bible	Class	

9:00—online only  
                            

10:00-Worship (Auditorium) 
Online also 

    

Sunday Evening 

5:00: CIA, Teens on Zoom 
 6:00—Devotional (online only) 

 

Wednesday Night  

            6:30 —Adult Bible Class  (online) 
                           CIA, Teens on Zoom 

                        


