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Just One Elevator Ride 
I read an article a few days ago that fascinated me. The gist of the 

story was that a NFL coach was in an elevator with a prospective player 
(one that was going to be drafted, and possibly, would go high in the 
draft). By the end of the ride, the coach had decided that the player was 
not one that he wanted on his team.  Here is the comment from the 
coach: “There was a player last year, and I won’t say who, but [he] was 
supposed to be drafted pretty highly,” Rhule said Tuesday, 
via panthers.com. “And I got in the elevator with him at the [NFL scout-
ing] combine, and ... by the end of that elevator ride, I was like, ‘There’s 
no way that guy will be a fit with us.’ ”  —Matt Rhule: One elevator ride 
cost an NFL draft prospect a shot with Carolina Panthers (msn.com)  

Of course, there are all kinds of questions in my mind about what 
went on in that elevator. Was it a telephone conversation overheard by 
the coach? Was it an argument with someone, maybe a woman, in which 
he mistreated that person? Was it a temper tantrum? Was it a put-down 
of a   former coach? The fact is that I don’t know. The coach did not    
reveal it, but he did reveal that he made a judgment and excluded the 
player from his team. We can debate whether he was right or wrong to 
reject the guy, but the fact remains: Inappropriate actions (at least as 
judged by another person) cost that young man at least one job. 

Surely there are some worthy lessons. First: judgments are going to 
be made. You cannot and will not live without making several  judgments 
about things and people, no matter how you interpret Matthew 7:1. The 
key is to make righteous judgments (John 7:24). Did the coach judge 
righteously? We do not know for sure, but some actions are so repulsive 
as to turn away someone even at first meeting.  Second: first               
impressions count. They may be incorrect toward positive or negative, 
but those  impressions set an atmosphere of interaction moving forward. 
Reevaluation is possible, but sometimes (as in the case above) the first            
impression was acted on and the  person making the impression is      
rejected. The player may have gone on to become a star with another 
team. He also may have “carried some baggage” that will eventually 
overshadow, maybe even cut short, his career.  

The pervasive lesson in my mind is that we need to be the right kind 
of people at all times. Yes, we may have a bad day and someone may 
get the wrong impression. Hopefully the impression will not be caused by 
sin and we get a second chance. But if we live for Jesus, the greater  
likelihood is that rejection will not be our fault. And that can bring peace 
of mind (Philippians 2;14-16).    —Lance Cordle 



Ancient Truths for Modern Times 
WCCK, FM—95.7 

Sundays  8:30 a.m. 
Speakers: Lance Cordle & Gary Knuckles 

  Weekly Devo
onals on Facebook 

No Value in Profanity 

Horace Porter, a lieutenant colonel and personal 
secretary to General Ulysses Grant during the  

American Civil War, wrote about a conversation he 
had with the famous general one evening while they 
were sitting by a campfire. Porter commented, 

“General, it seems singular that you should have 
gone through all the rough and tumble of army ser-
vice and frontier life, and have never been provoked 

into swearing. I have never heard you utter an oath.” 

Grant responded, “Well, somehow or other, I 
never learned to swear. When a boy, I seemed to 
have an aversion to it, and when I became a man I 
saw the folly of it. I have always noticed too, that 

swearing helps to arouse a man’s anger; and when a 
man flies into a passion, his adversary who keeps 
cool always gets the better of him. In fact, I could 

never see the value of swearing. I think it is the case 
with many people who swear excessively that it is 
mere habit…they do not always mean to be profane; 

to say the least, it is a great waste of time.” 

How many seconds, minutes, and even days of 
life have been wasted in profane speech? In Paul’s 
letter to the Ephesians, we are instructed to “Let no 

corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but what is 
good for necessary edification, that it might impart 
grace to the hearers” (Eph. 4:29). Paul follows this 

up by saying to put away “evil speaking” (Eph. 
4:31). 

Since we will be judged by every idle word that 
proceeds from our mouths (Matt. 12:36), wouldn’t it 

be best to follow Jesus’ command to “let your ‘Yes’ 
be ‘Yes,’ and your ‘No,’ ‘No’” (Matt. 5:37)? Any-
thing more is from the evil one, and is therefore a 

waste of time. Christian, profanity is of no value! 

Matt Clifton 

BulletinDigest.com 

 Partial Restart 

 3 Classes 9:15 a.m. Sunday 

Worship Service  @ 10:00 a.m. 

3 Classes Wednesday, 6:30 p.m. 

When assembled in-person, please: 

• Wear a mask 

• Use hand sanitizer 

• Pick up communion kits as you enter 

• Sit together as families 

• Use every other pew 

• Place contribution in box/plate at sta-
tions  scattered around auditorium. 

February 7-13 

 

      
 

 

 

5—Jackie & Marlene Travis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7—Dennis Appleton 

 

Dates to Remember: 
 

February 9—Tuesday Bible Class 

February 7-11—FHU  Lectureship online 

February 25—Blood Drive @ Calvert City 



Remember in Prayer: 
Harold Brandon—father of Carol Steele —

temporarily at Eckstein Hospice Center 

Virginia	Manchester—mother	of	Cathy	Hart—
serious condition, Hospice 

Toni	Bennett,			Charlotte	Chilcutt,	Taylor	Collins,	

Conner		Copeland,	Debbie		&	Pat	Croley,	Richard	

Darnell,			Billie	Davis,			Jimmy	Davis,							Bobby						

English,		Kerry		Frazier,				Gayle	Hall,	Pat	Hall,				

Robert		Hall,			Joe	Hedges,	Davida	Hill,	Kerry	Hill,	

Steve		Higginbotham,		Pearlie		Inman,		Lorene				

Krueger,			Haley	Lilly,   Jerry	McCamey,			Stacy	

McGee,	Peg	McVehil,	Dale	Moore,	Dale	Newport,	

Doug	and	Wanda	Newsom,		Rhonda	Ray,			Margaret			

Robertson,		Gary	Smith,		Danny					Walker,	Tommy		

Wilson	

Nursing	Home/Assisted	Living/Rehab:		

Rivercrest Place (Paducah)—Jim	&	Barbara			

Story	

CCCCtr—Betty	Clark	

Misty Meadows, (Metropolis, IL)—	Betty	

Burkeen	

Record:*	

January	31,	2021	

Sunday Bible Class      69                                                     
Sunday Morning Attendance    144                                                                          
Contribution                                $9077.00 
*Pandemic circumstances     
                                                        

 

He Wants To Be Number One 

From working with kids and being one at heart 
for a few years now, I notice all the things our kids 
go through. From packed schedules to high expec-
tations, a kid’s life can get pretty demanding even 
though to us, the sacrifices and decisions aren’t as 
large. It isn’t uncommon for kids from sun-up to sun-

down to have something planned and we find that 
this lifestyle continues well into our adult years. We 
are busy people that are always in need of more of 
God’s presence. Matthew 6:19-21 says, “Do not lay 
up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth 
and rust destroy and where thieves break in and 
steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 
where neither moth nor rust destroys and where 
thieves do not break in and steal. For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also.” Christ 
says that what we spend our focus on, our most 
time on, and our biggest efforts on, that is what sits 
on the throne of our lives. 

If you asked any Christian what should come 
first in their lives, God is always the answer. So why 
do we have such a hard time placing Him as num-
ber one? Because God is too big for a shelf. We 
have grown accustomed to wanting to place God on 
the first shelf, family second, career third, hobbies 
fourth, and so on. But our lives should never be 
segregated from a part of life with God and a part of 
life without. Here’s what I’m trying to say, God 
should never be on the number one shelf of our 
lives because then we leave Him out of everything 
else. If you want God to be number one, then let 
him be the whole bookcase! Talk about God among 
family, practice Godly traits at work, align your hob-
bies to what benefit the Kingdom of God. God will 
only be number one when He is everything. 

     —Lucas 

 

Thank You! 
Your sure made my Christmas  bright-

er! I  haven’t been out of this room since 
June of ‘20. I do appreciate your thinking 
of me. I seem to go down every day (and 
so does my script). We can still talk on the 
telephone. I was 96 last September 1st. 
Thanks!!! 

Love you all,  

Betty Clark 
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Sunday	Morning	

	

In-Person	Bible	Class	

9:15—Auditorium 

CIA—Activities Building 

Teens—Teen Room 

                            

10:00-Worship (Auditorium) 

Online also 

    

Sunday Evening 

 6:00—Devotional (online only) 

 

Wednesday Night  (In-person) 

            6:30 —Auditorium, CIA, Teens 

                            


