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Lights in the World 
“Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now not only 

as in my presence but much more in my absence, work out your own sal-
vation with fear and trembling” (Philippians 2:12). This verse follows 
Paul’s well-known description of Jesus Christ’s ultimate example of hu-
mility. We often quote this verse, but what exactly does Paul mean when 
he tells Christians to “work out” our own salvation? The Greek word 
“work out” means to work in order to bring something to its completion. 
Paul’s message in verse 12 is similar to his message earlier in Philippi-
ans 1:27: “Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of 
Christ…” As followers of Jesus, we are to ensure that the gospel of 
Christ is lived out in our lives. With that in mind, Paul gives Christians 
three things to consider in the verses that follow.  

God is faithful to help us. I will be the first to say, living in a way that is 
worthy of the gospel of Christ is not always the easiest thing to do. 
Temptations are often difficult to overcome. Revenge is our natural in-
stinct when we are wronged. Yet Christians are still called to be lights in 
a dark world. So, how can we do it? “For God is working in you, giving 
you the desire and the power to do what pleases him” (Philippians 2:13, 
NLT). While living faithfully may not always be easy, those who desire 
faithfulness have the promise of God’s help.  

Unity shows Christ to the world. Throughout Paul’s writings, he con-
sistently calls his audiences toward deeper unity. To the Philippians, Paul 
says in 3:14 to “Do all things without grumbling or disputing…” What is 
Paul’s reason for this command? “…that you may be blameless and in-
nocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and 
twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in the 
world…” (Philippians 3:15). Living in the midst of a crooked, ungodly 
world, Christians are called to shine the light of Christ. For us to do that, 
we must begin by working toward our own unity.  

We must hold fast to God’s Word. Undoubtedly, this section of Scrip-
ture is focused on the Christian’s faithfulness. As he continues on, Paul 
says, “…holding fast to the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may 
be proud that I did not run in vain or labor in vain” (Philippians 2:16). In 2 
Peter 1:3, Scripture is described as giving us all things that “pertain to life 
and godliness…” For us to live faithful lives, shining the light of Christ to 
the world, we are to focus on and live out the words found in Scripture. 
God loves you, and so do I.  

      —Jared Green 



Ancient Truths for Modern Times 
WCCK, FM—95.7 

Sundays  8:30 a.m. 
Speakers: Lance Cordle & Gary Knuckles 

 February 13-19 

: 

Dates to Remember: 
February 24—Red Cross Blood Drive 

March 2—WNES Begins 

 

   

15—Kerry Brandon 

17—Ronnie Cox 

18—Joe Zheng 

19—Dean Riley 

19—Noah Steele 

19—Mary Wallace 

 
 

2022 Wednesday Night   
Enrichment Series 

 
“Molded”* 

March 2  Habbakkuk           Justin Rogers 

March 9  Jacob             Cameron Miller 

March 16 Naomi       Adam Faughn 

March 23 James/Jude  Barry Throneberry 

March 30 Joseph                      Tim Alsup 

April 6—Spring Break 

April 13   Elijah     Dan Chambers 

April 20   Mary, Mother of Jesus  Matt Cook 

April 27   Joshua                 Chuck Morris 

May 4      John Mark           Mike Johnson 

May 11    Nicodemus    Robert Hatfield 

May 18    Mary & Martha           Craig Evans 

May 25    Jeremiah          Austin Johnson 

*How men and women  of the Bible were shaped 
and formed spiritually, as they surrendered their 
lives to God. 

“Misused Bible Verse”? 

Christianity Today (April, 2012) interviewed 
Eric Bargerhuff, author of The Most Misused 
Verse in the Bible. Comments on several verses 
were true and helpful. One, however, Preacher 
Talk readers will recognize as off-base. CT 
asked, “Is there a danger, when reading Acts 
2:38, of thinking that baptism is a precondition of 
salvation?” 

Bargerhuff responded, “This was a specific 
command given to a specific group of people 
who were to express their salvation through bap-
tism. There is a difference between the means of 
salvation and an obedient response to salva-
tion. Baptism was an expression of what had al-
ready happened in the heart. Baptism was not to 
be linked with salvation, because that make sal-
vation the product of a specific action, contradict-
ing the  teaching that salvation comes through 
faith, not works.” 

Three observations: 

If he had discussed the word meanings or 
syntax  of the sentence, he would have had to 
note that baptism is “for the forgiveness of your 
sins.”  It is what one does to receive forgiveness; 
not a         response to forgiveness already re-
ceived.  

He did not mention that many other passages 
also make baptism “a precondition of salvation.” 
For just a few: Mark:1616; Acts 22:16; Galatians 
3:26-27; 1 Peter 3:16. 

He argued these passages cannot mean what 
they say based on a prior assumption he made, 
not on the meaning of the text. Salvation is a free 
gift, but it is not unconditional. It is conditioned on 
faith (Ephesians 2:8) not a vain, dead “faith only,” 
but an effective, living faith made complete by 
obedience (James 2:14-26). 

—Cecil May Jr., via Preacher Talk 



Remember	in	Prayer:	
	
Conner	Copeland,		Inez	Darnell,	Glenn	Davis,					
Jimmy	Davis,	Martha	Green,	Willard	Green,	Jr.,			
Robert		Hall,		Charlotte	&				William			Hamilton,			
Bruce	Hargrove,		Joe	Hedges,		Kay				Inman,									
Haley	Lilly,  Dale			Newport,	Randell	O’Bryan,		
Doug				and	Wanda				Newsom,		Galon		Riley,						
Crystal	Rose,	Mary	Beth	Schroeder,		Kenneth		
Shadowen,	Gary	Smith,	Joe	Smith,		Jim	Story	
	

Nursing	Home/Assisted	Living/Rehab:		

Brookdale  (Murray)—Larry	Knotts	

CCCCtr—Betty	Clark,	Pearlie	Inman,	

Lorene	Krueger	

Misty Meadows, (Metropolis, IL)—Betty	
Burkeen	

Stilley House—Norman	Gulley,		Carl	Hamilton	

Record:	
February	6,	2022	

Mid-week (2/2)    																		NA																			 
Sunday Bible Class   																	110														 
Sunday Morning Worship    																	141				 
Sunday Evening Worship—	to be posted later                       
Contribution     																																							$7761 
       

 

Bible School Reminder: 
 

Sunday, 2/13; Wednesday, 2/16 

 

Exploring God’s Word 

 
New Testament,  Part 1,  Lesson 11 

Authentic Friendship 

After a powerful quarter of having a split guys and 
girls class, our teens are back together with a study of 
Authenticity. In a world full of artificial motives, people, 
and lives, our teens will go through a study of Jesus’   
example of living out authentic lives. This corresponds 
with how we treat one another, how we treat ourselves, 
and how we treat our relationship with God. The very 
first lesson places an emphasis on being a real friend. 
Primarily residing in John 15, the study points out all the 
positive aspects of our relationship with Jesus. 

1. A true friend is open and honest. (John 15:15) 

“No longer do I call you servants, for the servant 
does not know what his master is doing; but I have called 
you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I 
have made known to you.” Jesus was always open to his 
apostles. We see when he’s angry, sad, joyful, and show-
ing love. He wants us to know how he feels for us and 
everything we need to know to be with him. 

2. A true friend respects the other. (John 15:14) 

“You are my friends if you do what I command you.” 
Coming from anyone else, this would be arrogance. But 
Jesus knows everything we need to have a full life. We 
need only to be attentive and obedient. 

3. A true friend is sacrificial. (John 15:13) 

“Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay 
down his life for his friends.” We know Jesus’ ultimate 
sacrifice for us. We reciprocate that love by offering our 
time, effort, attention, etc. 

4. A true friend encourages others to develop and use 
talents. (John 15:16) 

“You did not choose me, but I chose you and        
appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that 
your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Fa-
ther in my name, he may give it to you.” Jesus’ desire is 
for us to grow and work for the kingdom of God using 
our special talents.  

Our relationship with Jesus is special. Though we are 
not on the same level, with Jesus having all authority 
over us, he still longs for a close relationship with us. Do 
you know this friend? 
    —Lucas 
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Current	Service	Times	
	

Sunday	Morning	
In-Person	Bible	Class	
9:15—Auditorium 

CIA—Old Fellowship Hall 

Teens—Teen Room 

Children’s classes in east side                            

10:00-Worship (Auditorium) 

Online also 

    

Sunday Evening 

 6:00—Worship (in-person, online) 

Last Sunday of month—1:00 

 

Wednesday Night   

            6:30—classes for all ages 

                      

Those Who Are To Serve:  

     Sunday, February 13, 2022 

Morning 

Song	Leader:		Lucas	Dial	

Opening	Prayer:			Kerry	Brandon	

Preside	at	Lord’s	Supper:			Ricky	Collins	

	Closing	Prayer:   Danny	Walker 

 

            

Evening   

Song	Leader:  Lucas	Dial		 

Opening	Prayer:		William	Smith	

Closing	Prayer:			Jeff	Hall	

	

	

Sunday	Evening	Count/Communion	

Mark	Hart,	Nick	Darnell	

	


