
Mission Statement

In the name of Jesus, welcome everyone,
grow in faith, support one another, serve others. July 2017

M e s s i a h  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h
A CONGREGATION OF THE

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Sabbath: Re-collection and Re-Creation

And on the seventh day God finished the work that he had
done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that
he had done.  Genesis 2:2 

Work and rest provide structure and rhythm to our lives. Work is part-and-parcel to life;
it is inescapable. Rest, however, is something that can be delayed or put-off, save for
sleeping. So it makes sense that when God created the universe, God rested, modeling and
establishing the God-mandated tradition of humans taking time to rest.

There was once a time when Sundays left few options for things to do save for worship and
leisure time with family: stores were closed. Quiet Sundays were an American tradition
dating back to the Puritans and the Blue Laws, described as such due to the color of the
paper on which the laws were written.  For the span of your life, you’ve watched these laws
be dismantled.  Most Christians didn’t object to these changes because they provided
opportunities and flexibility.

Gone are the days when Old Testament law delineated what activity was allowed on the
Sabbath and what tasks were prohibited.  This lack of structure around the Sabbath has
produced a culture where people are chronically tired, over-worked, and stressed. The
to-do list is always with us in the form of a cell phone.  Caffeine keeps us going.  In an age
where we enjoy appliances and technology that lessen our workload, we are burdened with
even more work, fueled by the notion that we can get it all done.  If we don’t take Sabbath
time, then our systems will break down in the form of medical problems, stress, burnout,
and fatigue.

In the New Testament, Jesus’ teachings on the Sabbath tend to point to himself rather than
a given 24-hour period.  Martin Luther’s explanation of the Sabbath is consistent with
Jesus’ teachings.  In his Small Catechism, this is what Luther wrote in his explanation to
the 3rd commandment:

Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.
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What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not despise preaching
and His Word, but hold it sacred and gladly hear and learn it.

Luther connected the Sabbath with hearing God’s word.  It is Christ and his word as
experienced in Scripture, his words of forgiveness, and his Holy Communion that restores
us. Attending worship is a way in which we are able to disengage from the tasks that can
overwhelm us and allow God’s word to shape us.

We hear who Christ is and how he works in our lives.  We recollect. And in that process,
we are re-created to be the men and women God intends for us to be. Recollection and
re-creation. 

Sabbath is not solely a once a week activity. Our lives should be structured to allow
Sabbath on a yearly, monthly, and daily level as well. In one sense, July is a Sabbath
month for Messiah. About 10% of our congregation goes north for the summer. Others
travel. In fact, I am traveling up north with my family in July to revisit the places of my
upbringing, places I haven’t visited for over twenty years. I am looking forward to
remembering and sharing these places with my children.  I am grateful for the time away
for reconnecting with family, rest, and renewal.

Consider the rhythms of your life, paying attention to what energizes you and what
depletes your energy.  Look to Christ as the one whose love and grace restores you.

See You in Worship,
Pastor Jason Talsness

FURTHER READING: Bring Back the Sabbath by Shulevitz, New York Times Magazine
(March 3, 2003)

7/08  Alexandra & Jason Talsness’s 22nd

7/12  Jill & Jim Poole’s 31st

7/19  Lynnetta & Verne Hartson’s 42nd

7/25  Ann & Bob Farr’s 31st

7/27  Shirley & Phil Nack’s 54th

7/28  Michelle & Steve Derr’s 22nd

7/31  Katherine & John Marshall’s 35th

7/06 Rudi Wunsch
7/06 Josh Sylvester
7/09 Lily Camizzi
7/09 Will Gladden
7/10 Clarke Field
7/10 Grant Shillington
7/11 Ken Hylander
7/13 Andrea Felkins

7/16 Bette Lufburrow
7/19 Fred Laist
7/19 Jennifer Nguyen
7/21 Jeff Samuels
7/25 Regan Derr
7/28 Ana Talsness
7/30 Frank Liebgott
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† Prayers of support for Bette Lufburrow, her family, and the friends of
Bette’s husband Albert Lufburrow, 92, who died on May 31, 2017.
† Prayers of support for Betty Anderson, her family, and the friends of
Betty’s husband Swede Anderson, who died on May 19, 2017.
† Prayers of support for Steve and Pam Allen, their family, and the friends
of Steve’s sister Louise Allen Anderson, 72, who died unexpectedly on
May 18, 2017.
† Prayers of healing for our members, friends, and relatives undergoing
special care and treatment: Carr Baldwin, Alinda Borsani (Babette’s sister),
Cole and Elliot (twin sons born prematurely in September to Meaghan
Andrews (Tim Andrews’ daughter) and her husband Rob Springer), Sandy
Clarke, Anne Dobra (Pattye & Clarke Field’s sister-in-law), Levi Ingvalson
(Lana & Eric Gilster’s four year old grandnephew), Christine Kumagai, Ray
Kunsman, Bridget (Shirley & Phil Nack’s granddaughter), Cindy Lockwood
(Anne Jeanblanc’s sister-in-law), Judy Nord, Tom Richardson, Claire
Schaet (Don Schaet’s daughter), Linda Shadel (Lynn McLauchlan’s sister-in-
law), Bob Sears, Jan Stinson (Greg Stinson’s cousin), Willette Thompson,
and Marguerite Weisemann.

July Announcements

Copies of the July issue of THE LUTHERAN, the official news magazine of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America, as well as DAILY DEVOTIONAL BOOKLETS for the 4th quarter
of 2017, are available on the table in the entrance foyer of the sanctuary.  Also, a limited
number of LARGE PRINT devotionals are available.

CERTAIN SCHEDULED MEETINGS & EVENTS IN JULY
< Birthday Sunday is July 9.  If your birthday is this month, be sure to come to church

on the 9th so that we can celebrate your birth!
< Women’s Monday Morning Bible Study will meet on Mondays through July 21, then

take some time off until September 11.  For more info, see within.
< Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study will meet each Wednesday in July at 8:00 a.m. in the

card room at the Marshwood Club in The Landings.  For more info, see within.
< Worship & Music Ministry will address meetings in July and August by an e-mail

communication that will go out every second Sunday.
< Church Council will meet at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, July 10 (note change in day).
< Evangelism Ministry will meet at 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, July 11.
< Craft 'n Gab will meet at 9:30 a.m. on Saturday, July 22.
< Staff Support/Mutual Ministry will meet at 10:30 a.m. on Tuesday, July 25.
< Evangelism’s Caring Card Ministry will meet at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, July 29.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER OUR SISTERS AND BROTHERS

Ministry Members: Save these Dates for Meetings next Month (August)

Tuesday, August 22 at 10:30 a.m. Staff Support/Mutual Ministry
Saturday, August 26 at 9:00 a.m. Caring Card Ministry
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Cynthia Sharpley, our church secretary, will be on vacation from
June 30 through July 12.  While she is away, Lynnetta Hartson and
Diane Munroe will be in the church office a couple of hours in the
afternoons to check telephone messages, e-mail, and mail.  If you
need help, try the church office at 598-1188 or Pastor Talsness at
(770) 570-7407.

The book club invites you to attend the
discussion of Martin Luther: A Life (2004), a
biographical narrative on the life of Martin
Luther written by Martin E. Marty. It is an
interesting, informative and easy read by Marty,
professor emeritus at the University of Chicago
and winner of the National Book Award for his
book Righteous Empire.

The book group will meet on Monday, July 31 at Peggy Pearson’s
house, 51 Delegal Rd, beginning at 6:00 p.m.  Due to the later time,
a light, simple dinner will provided.  Book discussion will begin
promptly at 6:30 p.m.

If you live off island, please contact Pastor Jason (770-570-7407)
or Peggy (598-5238) for a gate pass.

There is a Lutheran Marriage Encounter weekend planned for
October 13 – 15, 2017 at the Country Inn and Suites, 4690 Salisbury
Road, Jacksonville, Florida.  Pastor Bill Bruggeman, a retired ELCA
Pastor who recently moved to the Savannah area, and his wife Ann, will
be helping lead this Lutheran Marriage Encounter weekend.

Marriage Encounter is a weekend experience where communication
techniques are presented that will help to strengthen and enrich
marriages.  A couple will be able to refresh, renew and reconnect!

To learn more about Marriage Encounter, please visit the www.GodLovesMarriage.org
website.  If you have any questions you may contact Pastor Bill and Ann Bruggeman
(210-391-3530; two-bill@hotmail.com) or Dean and Marcia Redman (919-797-0501;
dmredman251@gmail.com).

http://www.GodLovesMarriage.org
mailto:two-bill@hotmail.com
mailto:dmredman251@gmail.com


MLC Newsletter ~ July 2017 ~ Page 5

Messiah member Libby Boyden
married Steven Price on May 24,
2017 in Costa Rica.

In this photo, Libby and Steven
are book ended by Libby’s
daughters, Megan on the left and
Brittany on the right.

Best wishes to Libby and Steven.
We are so happy for you!

In the best of times, our days are numbered anyway. So it would be
a crime against nature for any generation to take the world crisis so
solemnly that it put off enjoying those things for which we were
designed in the first place: the opportunity to do good work, to enjoy
friends, to fall in love, to hit a ball, and to bounce a baby.

~ Alistair Cooke
(1908-2004)

Congratulations to Pam and Steve Allen on
the birth of their grandson, Beau Samuel
Allen, on July 1, 2017 in New York.  Beau was
born to Shelly and Carl Allen, weighing 7 lbs
15 oz and 21-1/2" long.  All are doing very
well.  Carl is Teresa Camizzi’s twin brother.

Contact Information for New Members

Kathryn Turenne Stephanie Williams
4 Village Green Circle 505 Mall Blvd, Apt. 205
Savannah, GA 31411 Savannah, GA 31406
(912) 429-9138 (440) 552-1336
KaTurenne@gmail.com StephanieWilliams215@gmail.com

mailto:KaTurenne@gmail.com
mailto:StephanieWilliams215@gmail.com
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We Welcome New Members!

Kathryn Turenne joined Messiah Lutheran on Sunday,
June 25, 2017.  Kathryn was brought to The Landings in
March 2017 by her youngest daughter, Janet, for the day(s)
when Kathryn gets old and needs taking care of :).  Kathryn
has five children, one of whom, Elizabeth, is a resident of
Riverview Nursing Facility. Kathryn lives with her
granddaughter, Amy (who works at Publix), and her
great-granddaughter Mina, a talented but typical 13 year old.

Kathryn was born in Charleston, SC and grew up there as
a Southern Baptist where she experienced the LAW of God.
At 29, she joined the Lutheran Church and experienced the
GRACE of God.  When looking for a church here in The
Landings, she was captured by the genuine Christian love
she met at the doors of Messiah and here she planted
herself.

Kathryn is appreciating her participation in the Wednesday
morning prayer group, the adult Sunday class, and the
Monday morning Bible Study, places where she glimpses
Christ’s presence in the people.

Stephanie Williams joined Messiah Lutheran on Sunday,
June 25, 2017. Stephanie is a newcomer to Savannah from
a country setting in Ohio.  As a youth she spent the summer
weekends at a family home on the shores of South Bass
Island, Ohio.  Stephanie had her first job at 14 and did a
variety of jobs including life guarding until she graduated
high school. She attended Ohio University, graduating as an
RN. During her clinical career, she specialized in Pediatrics,
ICU/CCU, and ED, as well as Home Healthcare.

As an adult, Stephanie attended Cleveland Institute of Art
and spent several years making a living with her art,
primarily pastel landscapes.  Ten years ago, she started a
consulting firm, doing software configuration for major
hospital systems, traveling weekly from her office in Ohio
and Maine to client sites across the US.  In late January
2017 Stephanie was offered and accepted a position as an
Ambulatory Analyst at Memorial Health and moved to
Savannah.  She resides in an adorable third-floor
apartment with a large porch, nestled in a quiet grove of live oak trees and crepe myrtles,
overlooking a pool.   She loves to sail, boat, kayak, swim, walk, and be with other people,
especially outdoors.  Stephanie does many forms of handiwork, painting, drawing, and
loves to make food to share with others.  She would like to learn to tat and to make lace.

Stephanie has two lovely daughters, Sarah in Maine and Hannah in Ohio.  She is enjoying
life as she makes Savannah her new home and Messiah Lutheran her new church family.
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The Arts  a t  M essiah

There are two remaining concerts in this year’s summer series.  Each concert begins at
7:30 p.m.  Although the concerts are Messiah’s gift to the community, donations will be
gladly accepted to help defray costs.  Please make plans to attend – and invite your friends
and neighbors!

GREG ZELEK, Organ • Friday, July 14

See below for detailed information.

REED TETZLOFF, Piano • Friday, August 11

 ~ Joseph Pramberger Memorial Concert ~
Reed Tetzloff has won prizes at several international competitions, including third prize and
audience favorite award at the 2014 Cincinnati World Piano Competition; bronze medal and
special prize for best recital in the semi-final round at the 2013 Tbilisi International Piano
Competition; and first prize in the concerto competition in the 2011 Beijing International
Festival and Academy (China).  In 2012 he made his Lincoln Center debut with the Mannes
Orchestra at Alice Tully Hall and his New York solo recital debut at Merkin Hall.

Up and Coming Organist in Concert!

Organist GREG ZELEK appears in concert at 7:30 p.m.,

Friday, July 14 at Messiah Lutheran Church.  Praised for
his “effortless facility on the instrument” (South Florida
Classical Review), Mr. Zelek is recognized as one of the
most exciting young organists in the American organ
scene.  On June 16, 2017 the Madison Symphony
Orchestra announced that he will be its new principal
organist and curator of the Overture’s concert organ.

Mr. Zelek was a prizewinner in the Albert Schweitzer
Organ Festival and was chosen by The Diapason magazine as one of the top "20 Under 30"
organists in 2016.  Zelek has bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Juilliard, and currently
is completing an Artist Diploma as a student of Paul Jacobs at Juilliard.  A proponent of
new music for the organ, Zelek has premiered and performed works by fellow Juilliard
composers and faculty, including Wayne Oquin’s Reverie and Samuel Adler’s Partita for
Organ in concerts throughout the country.

Zelek has performed with orchestras such as the New World Symphony and the Miami
Symphony, as both a soloist and professional ensemble member, and served as the
organist in the Metropolitan Opera’s production of Faust.  Zelek’s performance of
Cochereau’s Bolero for Organ and Percussion in Alice Tully Hall was broadcast on American
Public Media’s radio program Pipedreams.  He closed the WQXR Bach Marathon at St.
Peter’s Lutheran Church, which was streamed live on New York City’s only classical music
station.



MLC Newsletter ~ July 2017 ~ Page 8

To church on Sundays?  To Men’s or Women’s Bible Study?  To
other events at church? Maybe you aren’t driving any more – or
not at night – or just don’t feel up to driving.  The Parish Life
Ministry has the answer for you!  It has a Transportation
Committee (a subcommittee of the Sonshine Committee) on call
to help, even on a limited basis to doctor appointments and for
errands.  Members of the committee are Pam Allen, Milda Blaney,
Mary & Fred Buck, Andrea Felkins, Lynnetta & Verne Hartson,
Virginia & Ken Hylander, Laura Michael, Diane Munroe, Shirley &
Phil Nack, Tammy & Gerry Quirk, David Ridberg, Barb Tinker, and
Linda Turk.  To book a ride, contact Pam Allen (e-mail
allenpr@comcast.net); Home: 598-9746; cell: 663-7235).

PLEASE JOIN US IN PRESENTING BEAUTIFUL MUSIC AT MESSIAH!

Your generous tax-deductible contribution supports the continuation of this wonderful
series of summer concerts.  Over the years, we have developed a reputation for presenting
concerts of varied types, featuring a range of outstanding talent – from rising stars to
winners of world class competitions.  This is made possible by a community of supporters
who have stood behind the series’ 16 years of stable growth and who continue to stand
behind its mission.  We invite you to support The Arts at Messiah.  Please make your check
payable to “Messiah Lutheran Church” and mark the memo line “The Arts at Messiah.”

The 14th annual Lutheran Services of
Georgia Golf Classic will be held
October 24, 2017 at the Crosswinds
Golf Club near the Savannah airport.
This year there will be a 9:00 a.m.
shotgun followed by lunch.  Last year
Messiah had 30 golfers and sponsored
14 military players!  Great job Messiah!
Your golf committee – Frank Liebgott,
Pattye & Clarke  Field, and Shirley &
Phil Nack – will be contacting you in
August.

Thank you for your continued
support for LSG Savannah.

Office Receptionist Needed

Lutheran Services of Georgia (LSG)
is looking for a handful of people to
volunteer to answer phones on
Thursday afternoons and Fridays.

LSG is a non-profit agency that
offers help with adoption, refugee
resettlement, foster care, and
disability services in Savannah,
among other things.  Their refugee
and immigration services are the
only ones of their kind in Savannah.

LSG is located at the corner of Mall
Boulevard and Hodgson Memorial
Blvd. No computer skills are
necessary.  For more information
and the official job posting, please
contact Pastor Talsness.

mailto:allenpr@comcast.net).
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News from the Christian Education Ministry
Barbara Tinker, Chairman

The Christian Education Ministry, on behalf of the
congregation of Messiah Lutheran, would like to give a special
“shout out” for Shirley Nack!  Shirley wears a lot of different
“hats” around Messiah – Altar Guild, Eucharistic Minister,
Greeter, Usher – but perhaps the one she’s worn the longest
is Nursery volunteer.  Shirley has minded our young ones at
least once a month since Messiah was formed in 1994!

You are invited to join us on July 9 when we will begin a
new five week study entitled “you’ve got STYLE.”  In this
series, Andy Stanley explores the various style of drawing
near to God.  Expressions of worship are varied.  Which
is the right way?  Is there a right way?  Each week we
will view a 15–20 minute DVD segment followed by
thought-provoking discussion. 

Please enjoy 20 minutes of fellowship and then join us Sundays at 10:20 a.m. in the
conference room.  It’s amazing how your faith grows when you share it!

The Women’s Monday Morning Bible Study will complete its
study of Beth Moore’s “Entrusted” on July 21, and then take
some time off until September 11.

Have you ever been “entrusted” to accomplish a task that proved
to be overwhelming?  Have you not known whether you were up
to the challenge?”  If so, then do join us as we finish this study
of 2 Timothy, on Monday mornings at 9:30 in the conference
room.  For more information, please talk to Argerie Martin
(598-8211;  martinw720@aol.com).

The Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study will meet each Wednesday in July at
8:00 a.m. in the card room at the Marshwood Club in The Landings.

NOTE: Please let Pastor Jason know if you plan to attend so that
accurate reservations may be made.  You don’t need to be a member of
The Landings Club to attend and have breakfast.  Also, off-island men
may contact Pastor Jason for a gate pass.

Contributed by
Barb Tinker

Contributed by
Argerie Martin

& Bible Study

mailto:martinw720@aol.com
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News from the Outreach Ministry
Sandy Schmoll, Chairman

A Renewed Focus on the Ronald McDonald House

RMHC of the Coastal Empire is a non-profit organization that provides
a restful, comfortable place for children and their families to find refuge
and support as they receive medical treatment at our nearby hospitals.
Located on the campus of Memorial University Hospital Medical Center,
RMHC helps families of seriously ill and injured children cope with the
stress and expense of daily living while trying to be close and
emotionally strong for their child.

The Adopt-A-Meal program provides a much-needed support service to
families taking care of sick children, who often don’t have the time,
funds, or energy to prepare a healthy, home-cooked meal. After a long
day at the hospital or clinic, a hot meal is a welcome gift!

Service organizations, church groups, etc. provide meals for the families staying there.
Using the kitchen facilities at RMHC, volunteers bring their own supplies to cook for as
many as 30 to 35 people (depending on the current occupancy).

For several years, two to three members of Messiah Lutheran Church have provided a
dinner to the RMHC on the first Monday of every month.  Lynn Townsend (598-5341;
townaway@comcast.net) of our Outreach Ministry is the coordinator of this project.  On a
monthly basis, she needs volunteers to provide the ingredients and one to two members
to join her in taking the ingredients to the House and preparing the meal there.  Other
volunteers at the House serve the dinner.  Won’t you consider donating two hours of your
time to help cook at the house?  Lynn usually gets there at about 5:00 and gets back home
by 6:30 or 6:45 p.m.  If you live on Skidaway Island, she’ll even give you a ride!  Or
consider donating an ingredient needed for the menu.  There is a sign up sheet posted on
the kiosk in the narthex.  If you haven’t participated in this project, please consider doing
so some time in the next few months.

News from the Property Ministry
Tim Andrews, Chairman

Here and There Around the Church

< At its June meeting, Council approved replacing the carpet in the
Sanctuary.  New carpeting will be installed during 2nd half of August.

< The memorial plaque in the Memorial Garden will be refinished and Jack
Munroe’s name added.

< The Southside Fire Department inspected our buildings.  Tim is following
through on items that require attention.  A “Knox Box” will be installed.
This is a small, wall-mounted outdoor safe that will hold keys to our
buildings for the fire department, emergency medical services, and
sometimes police to retrieve in an emergency situation.

mailto:townaway@comcast.net
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This ongoing group of crafty gabbers will get together on Saturday,
July 22, from 9:30 – 1:00.  They do some crafting, but mostly they
enjoy each other’s company.  Everyone is welcome!  Bring a “project”
and come join in the “gabbing.” For more information, talk to Argerie
Martin, Connie Squibb, or Joy Olson.

News from the Parish Life Ministry
Jill Poole, Chairman

If you were born in July we want to celebrate you. Please join us in the
Fellowship Hall after services on June 9 for Birthday Sunday. Enjoy a slice of
Birthday Cake and a Happy Birthday Serenade from your fellow church members.

Love to bake? Sweet Treats are always welcome at the Sunday Morning Coffee
Hour and Fellowship Time. Hate to bake? Store bought treats are welcome too.
The sign up sheet for Coffee Hour is posted on the kiosk in the narthex. 

The morning is much better when we have coffee together!

The Men’s Group has planned a night
out at the Savannah Bananas
Baseball game on Friday, July 14.
Details are not available at press time,
so look for information in the weekly
Messiah Minute or talk to Phil Nack
(598-7047; psnack@bellsouth.net) or
G r e g  S t i n s o n  ( 5 9 8 - 9 9 5 8 ;
gtstinson@comcast.net).

Oktoberfest is Friday, October 13.
Yes, that is correct, Oktoberfest will be
held in October this year!  The usual
food and drinks will be served and the
German Oompah band will be playing.
More info will be provided
later.  Tickets will go on
sale late August, so you
and your friends should
“save the date” now.

Our Prayer Network has about 15 members who pray daily for
members of our congregation, their family members, and/or
friends.  All prayer requests are kept confidential unless permission
is granted to include the name in the monthly newsletter and in
prayers said during the worship service.

If you have a prayer request for the Prayer Network, please notify Pastor Talsness (770-
570-7407; skidawaypastorj@gmail.com) or Diane Munroe (598-9722;
djmunroe@bellsouth.net).  If you are interested in becoming a member of the Prayer
Network, please contact Diane.

mailto:psnack@bellsouth.net
mailto:gtstinson@comcast.net
mailto:skidawaypastorj@gmail.com
mailto:djmunroe@bellsouth.net
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Fayha Polite delighted the
congregation with her cello solo.

Pictured with Tom Olson (standing in for Pastor Jason)
are June Birthday Honorees (left to right) Jane Holst (a
daughter-in-law of Fay & Larry Holst), Mary Buck, Zion
Polite, and Amir Polite.

From our Photo Album .  .  .

Sunday, June 11

Members in the News!

Amanda & David Ridberg
made the cover of TWATL
V. XXXIV, No. 42!

They were the Husband
& Wife Golf Tournament
Champions!

Carol Duren was the subject of an in depth article in TWATL
V. XXXIV, No. 46.  It highlights Carol’s many and varied
interests.  Did you know Carol had a part in the movie
Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil?  If you missed the
article, a copy of it is posted on the kiosk in the narthex (or
you can supersize this page on your screen).
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Members who tested themselves – and proved their mettle!

On Sunday, June 4, 2017 Messiah members Lyric Olson and her grandfather Tom Olson
joined fellow Messiah member Don Schaet in Athens, Georgia to venture out on a ride
across Georgia!  After six days of riding and one day of rest, they arrived in Brunswick, GA.
They averaged 55 to 60 miles a day, but rode 71.3 miles on the second to the last day, for
a total of 363 miles.

About 1,000 people participated in the ride.  This was the second "Bicycle Ride Across
Georgia" for Tom and Lyric (age 12) and the first for Don.  BUT, Don previously has ridden
100 miles in EVERY U.S. STATE!

This is Christ’s church.  There is a place for you here.

We are the church that shares a living, daring confidence in God’s grace.
Liberated by our faith, we embrace you as a whole person — questions,
complexities and all.  Join us as we do God’s work in Christ’s name for the life
of the world. SOURCE: www.ELCA.org

http://www.ELCA.org
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Highlights from Church Council’s Meeting on June 20, 2017

Please note the following highlights have been taken from the draft
minutes that will be presented for approval at Council’s July 2017 meeting.

• Pastor’s Report.  Pastor Jason reported the following:
< New Graphics.  He and Peggy Parker met with Mick McKay, a graphic designer, to

discuss using his services to create new graphics for Messiah.  His fee is $500.
Samples of some of his church related work were distributed to Council members and
all agreed we should use his services.  

< Faith in Practice.  Faith In Practice organizers have invited Pastor Talsness to be the
spiritual director from February 16-24, 2018 on their Guatemala mission.  He is
interested in going, but funding is a concern.  The cost is $2,000.  He is eligible for
a $500 scholarship, but would need assistance with remaining $1,500.  He will talk
with Mutual Ministry about funding and will report at the next Council meeting.

< Vacation.  Pastor Talsness will be on vacation in his home state of Minnesota
July 11-21.  He will be preaching at the church where he was baptized.

< Visitation.  Since last month: Two hospital visits, nine home visits, one evangelism
visit, two family gatherings before and after a funeral, a 6 year old’s birthday party,
a concert at a local Lutheran church, and a musical at a local Lutheran church.

• Christian Education Ministry Report.  Barb Tinker reported the following:
< A special thanks was given to Argerie Martin who has faithfully organized the

Women’s Monday Morning Bible Study for many years.  
< Sunday school and book club are going well.  Rally Sunday is planned for August 20

and will include children’s Sunday school kick off and Confirmation.
• Evangelism Ministry Report.  Linda Jacla discussed the following:

< Whether there is a need to have Greeters open doors for worshipers.
< Whether the front doors should be open when weather is hot and humid.  She will

talk to Greeters about this situation.
< It was suggested that door to Sanctuary be kept closed to allow silence for those in

prayer prior to service.
• Finance Ministry Report.  Steve Allen, Finance Ministry, and Parker Pearson,

Treasurer, reported the following:
< Steve reviewed the Balance Sheet plus the Revenue and Balance analysis.  Our

Financials are in good shape at this time. 
< Parker advised that $41,000 from Capital Campaign receipts will be paid next week

toward the Fellowship Hall’s $316,000 mortgage bringing it down to $275,000.  An
additional $22,000 will be paid during the month of June.
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CHURCH COUNCIL

Tim Andrews, Property Ministry Chair, timandrews1114@comcast.net
Steve Allen, Finance Ministry Chair, Steven.H.Allen@gmail.com
Lynnetta Hartson, Staff Support/Mutual Ministry Chair, lhartson@comcast.net
Linda Jacla, Evangelism Ministry Chair, ljacla@gmail.com
George Lawrence, Stewardship Ministry Chair, mppggl13@gmail.com
Tom Olson, Worship & Music Ministry Chair, Tolson@kernengineering.com
Jill Poole, Parish Life Ministry Chair, jilldpoole@aol.com
Sandy Schmoll, Outreach Ministry Chair, savsandy@comcast.net
Barbara Tinker, Christian Education Ministry Chair, tinker.barbara@gmail.com
Jason Talsness, Pastor, skidawaypastorj@gmail.com; Cell phone: (770) 570-7407

CHURCH OFFICERS (Jan. 1 – Dec. 31, 2017)
Tom Olson, President
Tim Andrews, Vice President
Lynnetta Hartson, Recording Secretary
Parker Pearson, Treasurer

CHURCH STAFF

Jason Talsness, Pastor
Mary Maner, Choral Director
Diane Boyd, Church Organist
Cynthia Sharpley, Church Secretary (Hrs: Mon–Fri, 2-5 p.m.)
Barbara Roush, Church Bookkeeper (Hrs: Tues mornings)

Help Keep Our Records Current
Have you changed your e-mail address?  Moved?  Have a new mailing address?  New home
or cell telephone number?  New work telephone number?  Please share updates with the
church office by calling 598-1188 or e-mailing MessiahSk@gmail.com.
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