
Mission Statement

In the name of Jesus, welcome everyone,
grow in faith, support one another, serve others. August 2017

M e s s i a h  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h
A CONGREGATION OF THE

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Reclaiming Lutheranism
A Sermon Series starting August 20 

Much of our congregation’s focus for this year has
been on the Reformation, as this coming October
marks the 500th anniversary of Martin Luther posting
his 95 Theses. It has been a healthy exercise for us to
re-examine our identity and heritage as Lutheran
Christians. 

But nagging questions persist pertaining to the question of
Lutheran identity. Does Lutheranism still matter? Is all this focus
on the Reformation just an exercise in history, with little impact
or relevance to today?  We live in a culture that is increasingly
indifferent to matters of the faith. Denominational identity is even

less of a concern. Surely, I’m not the only one who regularly encounters those Christians
who not only say, but even boast of being in a non-denominational church.

To be clear, it is more important that one be a Christian. Denominations are merely
adjectives that describe the important part, the noun “Christian.”  Yet we know that the
main factor when people choose a church is not who the pastor is or the type of music.
Instead, the main factor is what the church believes and teaches*. 

So later this month we will begin a sermon series, called “Reclaiming Lutheranism,” that
seeks to articulate why Lutheranism still matters.  Instead of being a discussion of history
full of dates from the 1500s and a lot of terms in Latin, my goal is to apply Lutheran
principles to today’s church.  The schedule is below.

Reclaiming Lutheranism

August 20 In Defense of Dogma
August 27 A Confession: Jesus is Lord
September 3 Everyone is Welcome

September 10 Love Changes People
September 17 Everyone has Something to Offer
September 24 The World Needs Jesus

MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH OF SKIDAWAY ISLAND
1 WEST RIDGE ROAD, SAVANNAH, GA   31411

The Rev. Jason W. Talsness        Cell: (770) 570-7407              E-mail: skidawaypastorj@gmail.com
Office Telephone: (912) 598-1188       Office FAX: (912) 598-1339
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The basis for this series is a great little book called RECLAIMING the “L” WORD by Kelly
Fryer. I invite you to get a copy and read it, the perfect accompaniment to the series. 

My hope for the series is that together we will gain an appreciation for what we believe and
why, and even more importantly, how such principles are expressed in our lives today,
both as individuals and collectively as Christ’s church.

See You in Worship,
Pastor Jason Talsness

* SEE: American Grace: How Religion Divides and Unites Us by Putnam and Campbell, a
book I’ve referenced before.

A Lutheran Marriage Encounter weekend is planned for
October 13-15, 2017 at the Country Inn and Suites, 4690 Salisbury
Road, Jacksonville, Florida.  Pastor Bill Bruggeman, a retired ELCA
Pastor who recently moved to the Savannah area, and his wife Ann,
will be helping lead this Lutheran Marriage Encounter weekend.

Marriage Encounter is a weekend experience where communication
techniques are presented that will help to strengthen and enrich
marriages.  A couple will be able to refresh, renew and reconnect!

To learn more about Marriage Encounter, please visit the www.GodLovesMarriage.org
website.  If you have any questions you may contact Pastor Bill and Ann Bruggeman
(210-391-3530; two-bill@hotmail.com) or Dean and Marcia Redman (919-797-0501;
dmredman251@gmail.com).

8/03 Janet & Walter Reardon’s 54th

8/06 Robin & Jim Dawson’s 35th

8/06 Linda & Ted Copeland’s 13th

8/08 Barb & Tom Tinker’s 36th

8/17 Ellen & Clyde Olson’s 59th

8/20 Cheryl & Frank Liebgott’s 51st

8/21 Christy & Tom Woiwode’s 24th

8/25 Nancy & Dick Kaylor’s 62nd

8/29 Virginia & Ken Hylander’s 36th

8/01 Mac Oliver

8/03 Peter Talsness

8/04 Bob Sears

8/10 Linda Copeland

8/10 Don Schaet

8/12 Katherine Marshall

8/17 Argerie Martin

8/18 Tammy Quirk

8/18 Alexandra Talsness

8/21 James Poole

8/25 Mary Maner

8/26 Teresa Camizzi

8/26 Barb Tinker

8/28 Leslie Woiwode

8/31 Annika Haug

http://www.GodLovesMarriage.org
mailto:two-bill@hotmail.com
mailto:dmredman251@gmail.com
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† Prayers of support for the family and friends of the late Bill Shulak,
brother-in-law of Messiah member Tim Andrews.
† Prayers of support for Bette Lufburrow, her family, and the friends of
Bette’s husband Albert Lufburrow, 92, who died on May 31, 2017.
† Prayers of support for Betty Anderson, her family, and the friends of
Betty’s husband Swede Anderson, who died on May 19, 2017.
† Prayers of healing for our members, friends, and relatives undergoing
special care and treatment: Carr Baldwin, Alinda Borsani (Babette’s sister),
Cole and Elliot (twin sons born prematurely in September to Meaghan
Andrews (Tim Andrews’ daughter) and her husband Rob Springer), Anne
Dobra (Pattye & Clarke Field’s sister-in-law), Levi Ingvalson (Lana & Eric
Gilster’s four year old grandnephew), Christine Kumagai, Ray Kunsman,
Bridget (Shirley & Phil Nack’s granddaughter), Cindy Lockwood (Anne
Jeanblanc’s sister-in-law), Judy Nord, Tom Richardson, Linda Shadel
(Lynn McLauchlan’s sister-in-law), Bob Sears, Shirley Stinson (Greg
Stinson’s mother), Jan Stinson (Greg Stinson’s cousin), Willette
Thompson, and Marguerite Weisemann.

August Announcements

Copies of the August issue of THE LUTHERAN, the official news magazine of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America, as well as DAILY DEVOTIONAL BOOKLETS for the 3rd quarter
of 2017, are available on the table in the entrance foyer of the sanctuary.  Also, a limited
number of LARGE PRINT devotionals are available.

CERTAIN SCHEDULED MEETINGS & EVENTS IN AUGUST
< Birthday Sunday is August 13.  If your birthday is this month, be sure to come to

church on the 13th so that we can celebrate your birth!
< Women’s Monday Morning Bible Study is taking time off during the summer and will

begin meeting again on September 11.
< Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study will meet each Wednesday in August at 8:00 a.m. in

the card room at the Marshwood Club in The Landings.  For more info, see within.
< Evangelism Ministry will meet at 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, August 8.
< Church Council will meet at 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, August 15.
< Craft 'n Gab will meet at 9:30 a.m. on Saturday, August 19.
< Staff Support/Mutual Ministry will meet at 10:30 a.m. on Tuesday, August 22.
< Evangelism’s Caring Card Ministry will meet at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, August 26.
< The Men’s Group will meet at 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday, August 29.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER OUR SISTERS AND BROTHERS

Ministry Members: Save these Dates for Meetings next Month (September)

Tuesday, September 12 at 5:30 p.m. Evangelism Ministry
Tuesday, September 26 at 10:30 a.m. Staff Support/Mutual Ministry
Saturday, September 30 at 9:00 a.m. Caring Card Ministry
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The Arts  a t  M essiah

presents

The Joseph J. Pramberger
Memorial Piano Concert

 
REED TETZLOFF

Piano

Friday, August 11, 2017
7:30 p.m.

At the XV International Tchaikovsky Competition in 2015, Reed Tetzloff’s career was given
a major boost after he was named one of twelve semi-finalists.  His performances were
widely acclaimed in Russian media, which dubbed him “the lyric hero of the competition,”
and noted by music connoisseurs across the globe.  He has won prizes at other major
international piano competitions, including third prize and audience favorite award at the
2014 Cincinnati World Piano Competition (USA); bronze medal and special prize for best
recital in the semi-final round at the 2013 Tbilisi International Piano Competition; and first
prize in the concerto competition in the 2011 Beijing International Festival and Academy
(China).

At Mannes College the New School for Music, Mr. Tetzloff won the two largest awards
available to pianists: the Concerto Competition and the Nadia Reisenberg Competition.  He
was honored as a winner of the 2014 Center for Musical Excellence International Grant,
Birte Moller Young Artists Award, and joined the roster of CME Young Artists.  In 2012 he
made his Lincoln Center debut with the Mannes Orchestra at Alice Tully Hall and his New
York solo recital debut at Merkin Hall.

Mr. Tetzloff performs frequently at New York venues, including Carnegie’s Weill Recital Hall,
the consulates of Bulgaria, Germany, and Poland, the Ukrainian Cultural Institute, the City of
New York Museum, the Jewish Historical Society, the Ana Tzarev Gallery, and the Union Club.

His 2016-17 season includes a major multi-city tour of Belgium, recitals at The Chopin
Foundation of the United States, the Drozdoff Society’s Impromptu Classical Music Series, The
Young Musicians’ Forum of Schenectady, among others.  His Savannah concert will include
works of Domenico Scarlatti, Robert Schumann, Claude Debussy, and Frederic Rzewski.

“Richly communicative…a young American to watch.”
- The Cincinnati Enquirer

“Tetzloff lives through whatever he plays - he cannot do otherwise.”
- Klassiek Centraal (Belgium)

All concerts in the series The Arts at Messiah are made possible by the generous tax-deductible
contributions of a community of supporters and freewill contributions at each concert.  Please make
plans to attend – and invite your friends and neighbors!
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The Ebenezer Conference of the
Southeastern Synod, ELCA

presents

“Wittenberg to Salzburg to Savannah:
The Reformation Comes to Georgia”

by Susan W. McArver, Ph.D.
Professor of Church History and

Educational Ministry,
Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary

Sunday, August 20, 2017
3:00-5:00 p.m.

Jerusalem Lutheran Church
2966 Ebenezer Road

Rincon, Georgia 31326

As we approach the 500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation, this presentation will
look back at how Martin Luther’s impact reached all the way to colonial Georgia in the story
of the Salzburgers, who fled religious persecution in 1733 to settle in Rincon, Georgia.  

Jerusalem Lutheran Church was organized in Augsburg, Germany in 1733 with the
Reverend John Martin Bolzius and the Reverend Israel Christian Gronau as the pastors. The
members had been exiled from their homes in Salzburg, Austria and were looking for a
place to live and worship. In England the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge
sponsored their passage to the new world. The first ship arrived in Savannah on March 12,
1734. The settlers founded the town of Ebenezer on Ebenezer Creek in what is now
Effingham County.  Life was so hard and so many died that the Salzburgers asked General
Oglethorpe to let them move to the present site of New Ebenezer on the Savannah River
in 1736.  The first Sunday School in Georgia was held in 1734 and the first orphanage was
built in 1737. The church was built from bricks of clay from the area from 1767 to 1769.
The walls of the church are 21 inches thick and some of the original panes of glass are still
in the windows. The bells were brought from Europe and are still rung before each service.

Dr. McArver has been a member of the Southern Seminary faculty since 1998.  She
received her Ph.D. from Duke University, where her doctoral dissertation examined the
history and changing contexts of Lutherans in South Carolina between the years 1886 and
1918. She holds a B.A. degree from Salem College in Winston-Salem, NC and a M.A. in
Religion from Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary. Her scholarly interests include
religion in the South and women’s history, and she is the author of numerous articles in
the field of American religious history. She has served in a number of capacities at the
churchwide level of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, including a recently
completed six-year term on the ELCA Church Council, where she chaired the ELCA’s
Program and Services Committee. In the past, she served on the task force developing the
ELCA Social Statement on Education, and currently serves on the working group bringing
forward recommendations to unify the ELCA’s Word and Service roster. Dr. McArver is a
past President of the Lutheran Historical Conference, a professional organization of church
historians from the ELCA, Missouri Synod and Wisconsin Synod and currently serves on its
Board of Directors.
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Hunter is Connie’s fifth
grandchild and Ethel and Carr’s
fifth great grandchild.  The
birth of this boy makes three
granddaughters book ended by
two boys! 

All are doing very well as you
can see from this photo! 

Saturday, September 30, 8:30 a.m.  All men and women
of Messiah are invited to help accomplish some general clean
up around the church.  Please bring a few paper bags, rakes,
gloves, and pruning and trimming tools, if you have them.

~ Work Day organized by Messiah’s Men’s Group

The 14th annual Lutheran Services of Georgia Golf Classic will be held October 24,
2017 at the Crosswinds Golf Club near the Savannah airport.  This year there will be
a 9:00 a.m. shotgun followed by lunch.  Last year Messiah had 30 golfers and
sponsored 14 military players!  Great job Messiah!  Your golf committee – Frank
Liebgott, Pattye & Clarke  Field, and Shirley & Phil Nack – will be contacting you
beginning this month.

Thank you for your continued support for LSG Savannah.

Congratulations to Connie Squibb and Ethel and Carr
Baldwin on the birth of Hunter Joshua Ingram, son of
Courtney (Squibb) and Hugh Ingram of Savannah.  Hunter was
born July 28, 2017 at Candler Hospital.  At birth, he weighed
7 lbs 9 oz and was 19-1/2" long.

Town Hall Meeting
Sunday, August 13, 2017

Church Council periodically hosts Town Hall Meetings so that there is clear
communications between the leadership and the congregation. The next meeting will be
on Sunday, August 13 after the worship service. Items to be covered include the latest
efforts to implement the strategic plan, the financial state of the church, an update on the
status of our capital campaign, and the balance on our mortgages. If members attending
the meeting have questions or concerns, they are free to ask them there.
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To church on Sundays?  To Men’s or Women’s Bible Study?  To
other events at church (how about the piano concert on
August 11)? Maybe you aren’t driving any more – or not at night
– or just don’t feel up to driving.  The Parish Life Ministry has the
answer for you!  It has a Transportation Committee (a
subcommittee of the Sonshine Committee) on call to help, even
on a limited basis to doctor appointments and for errands.
Members of the committee are Pam Allen, Milda Blaney, Mary &
Fred Buck, Andrea Felkins, Lynnetta & Verne Hartson, Virginia &
Ken Hylander, Laura Michael, Diane Munroe, Shirley & Phil Nack,
Tammy & Gerry Quirk, David Ridberg, Barb Tinker, and Linda
Turk.  To book a ride, contact Pam Allen (e-mail
allenpr@comcast.net); Home: 598-9746; cell: 663-7235).

Special thanks.  To all the dedicated Messiah Lutheran Council
members; to all the wonderful dedicated Messiah Lutheran Church
volunteers.

This summer Joy and I and six grandchildren were blessed with an
opportunity to travel to northern Minnesota to a small family cabin
called “the Cabin in Gloryland” for almost one month.  We all
thoroughly enjoyed ourselves living in the wilderness...swimming in

Upper Red Lake, fishing, canoeing, cooking every evening at the “Norseman grille” (all kids
helped with the gathering, cutting of wood, starting and maintaining the fire), finishing
with “s’mores” (almost every evening), enjoying the woods, showering in the lake, utilizing
the two seat outhouse, and spending time with close relatives and local friends. 

While being on our trip, through the Messiah weekly Minutes and the Messiah monthly
newsletter, we read about the many dedicated activities created by and orchestrated by
our wonderful membership.  What a beautiful congregation!  And also reading about ideas
being discussed and planned for the future...many directly through the “Strategic Plan”
outline.

If you are interested in present programs and plans to be developed by the various
Ministries, feel free to contact their leaders and members to let them know you also want
to volunteer.  And if you have a strong thought about a potential future program for our
Messiah Lutheran Church, please share your thoughts.

This month’s “Town Hall Meeting” on Sunday August 13 will address the latest efforts for
implementing the Strategic Plan, the financial state of our Church, and the status of the
Capital Campaign (which is doing great).

As much as we enjoyed our trip, we did miss our Church!

Tom Olson
Church Council President

mailto:allenpr@comcast.net).
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News from the Christian Education Ministry
Barbara Tinker, Chairman

On Sunday, August 6, we will complete the study
“You’ve got STYLE,” which explores the various
styles of drawing near to God.  Because of the Town
Meeting on August 13, we will not meet on that
Sunday, but on August 20 we will begin a new three
week study entitled “Killing It.”  In this series, Andy
Stanley takes a look at how pride can shut us in and
shut God and others out.  Pride can keep us from
saying what needs to be said and hearing what

needs to be heard.  In this three-part study, Andy Standley teaches us
how to kill it!  If you have never joined us for Sunday Morning Bible
Study please consider joining us at 10:20 a.m. in the conference room.
It’s amazing how your faith grows when you share it!

The Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study will meet each Wednesday in August
at 8:00 a.m. in the card room at the Marshwood Club in The Landings.

NOTE: Please let Pastor Jason know if you plan to attend so that
accurate reservations may be made.  You don’t need to be a member
of The Landings Club to attend and have breakfast.  Also, off-island
men may contact Pastor Jason for a gate pass.

Rally Sunday is August 20!  This day marks the beginning of the year’s
programming for Confirmation and Sunday School classes for all
children and youth.  Sunday School classes will resume that day after
the worship service.

The worship service August 20 will feature a “blessing of the backpacks”
for all the young people starting a new school year.  All students are encouraged to bring
their school backpacks to the church service.

Contributed by
Barb Tinker

& Bible Study

Youth Sunday School (6th grade –
high school), led by Steve Derr, will
start meeting again on Rally Sunday in
the back hall classroom.  They will be
using the Lutheran Traditions
curriculum from Augsburg Fortress.
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News from the Outreach Ministry
Sandy Schmoll, Chairman

Island Workers’ Lunch Room

The Outreach Ministry is excited to announce a new outreach
on the local level, called the Island Workers’ Lunch Room.  We
are rolling out plans to make our Fellowship Hall available to
workers on the island for lunchtime one day per week. We will
offer an air-conditioned space and beverages each Tuesday in
August beginning August 8, from 11:30 - 1:00.  We will have fliers available in the Narthex
for you to take home and hand out to any workers you may have on your property that
may wish to take advantage of this program.

We need four members from Messiah each Tuesday to facilitate this program.  Because the
work crew groups are mostly men, we would like two of our volunteers each week to be
men.  A sign-up sheet will be posted on the kiosk.  Please consider giving a few hours of
your time to help these workers enjoy some lunchtime relief from the heat of the summer.

Thank you for your prayers and support for this new ministry!

CGCA Teachers’ Treasure Chests

As this school year begins, we are aware that the
teachers at the Coastal Georgia Comprehensive
Academy (CGCA) remain in need of supplies for their
classrooms. Messiah has long been a supporter of
CGCA, whose principal is our own Steve Derr.  CGCA
serves behaviorally-challenged students in Chatham and Effingham counties.  These
students and their families are also often in need of financial assistance for daily living.
Please join the Outreach Ministry as we supply Teachers’ Treasure Chests and classroom
supplies to this team of extraordinary teachers.  These Treasure Chests hold special
rewards for the students, and are always in need of being refilled.  Our goal is to provide
each of the 28 classrooms at CGCA with a minimum of a $20 gift card to be used in
stocking each teacher’s Treasure Chest.  Additional supplies for use in the classrooms are
always appreciated.

Messiah’s Treasure Chest appeal will be on view in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday,
August 6.  We will be handing out “Shopping Lists” of needed supplies.  Our Treasure Chest
will be open for collections of supplies and donations for the Teachers’ Treasure Chests on
the Sundays of August 13 and 20. The culmination of this appeal on August 20 will coincide
with the Blessing of the Backpacks for Messiah students during the service on that day.

Thank you for your generous and continued support of the teachers, students,
and families of CGCA.  You are truly doing Christ’s work here on Earth!
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News from the Parish Life Ministry
Jill Poole, Chairman

If you were born in August we want to celebrate you. Please join us in the
Fellowship Hall after services on August 13 for Birthday Sunday. Enjoy a slice of
Birthday Cake and a Happy Birthday Serenade from your fellow church members.

Love to bake? Sweet Treats are always welcome at the Sunday Morning Coffee
Hour and Fellowship Time. Hate to bake? Store bought treats are welcome too.
The sign up sheet for Coffee Hour is posted on the kiosk in the narthex. 

The morning is much better when we have coffee together!

SAVE THE DATE – CHAPEAU SUNDAY
(Ladies' hats come out!)
Sunday, September 10

(more info in September’s newsletter)

A planning meeting for this year’s
Oktoberfest is scheduled for 4:00 p.m.
on Tuesday, August 29.

All men of Messiah are invited to join
this group of lively Lutheran men.  No
dues.  No initiation.  No test.  

Questions?  Talk to Phil Nack (598-
7047; psnack@bellsouth.net) 

Oktoberfest is Friday, October 13.
Yes, that is correct, Oktoberfest will be
held in October this year!  The usual
food and drinks will be served and the
German Oompah band will be playing.
More info will be provided
later.  Tickets will go on
sale late August, so you
and your friends should
“save the date” now.

This ongoing group of crafty gabbers will get together on Saturday,
August 19, from 9:30 – 1:00.  They do some crafting, but mostly they
enjoy each other’s company.  Everyone is welcome!  Bring a “project”
and come join in the “gabbing.” For more information, talk to Argerie
Martin, Connie Squibb, or Joy Olson.

mailto:psnack@bellsouth.net
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A Prayer for Every Day, All Year Long

When it comes to prayer, there is no shortage of things, people and situations to include
in prayerful conversations with God. Sometimes it helps to have a little prompting, a
reminder of special concerns or causes for thanksgiving that might otherwise slip by us.
The ELCA’s Prayer Ventures offers such prayer prompts for every day.

Prayer Ventures are daily suggestions for prayer that can be used for personal prayer time,
adapted for use in worship or shared with members. Posted for download a month in
advance at www.ELCA.org/en/Resources/Prayer-Ventures, they include concerns of the
church and world, and ministries to remember in prayer.  It’s free and fresh each month.

SOURCE: seeds for the parish

News from the Property Ministry
Tim Andrews, Chairman

Here and There Around the Church

< The new carpet in the Sanctuary will be installed during the week of
August 21.  Installation should be complete by Sunday, but if not, the
worship service will be held in the Fellowship Hall.

< The new plaque has been installed in the Memorial Garden, and the garden
is being cleaned.

< The air conditioner noise is probably due to belts needing to be replaced
prior to the quarterly schedule.

< If you see something that needs attention, please tell Tim Andrews.

News from the Worship and Music Ministry
Tom Olson, Chairman

During the summer, the Worship and Music Ministry focuses on music
possibilities...

Through the leadership of Diane Boyd, our organist, help from Mary
Maner, and “The Arts of Messiah” committee this summer’s music is
special for all.

We hope you have enjoyed the shared music for worship services, music shared by various
musicians, and the Sunday of congregational singing led by Tom Thomas.  We hope many
of you have been able to attend the first three fantastic music concerts presented by “The
Arts of Messiah” concert series in May, June, and July (and will be able to attend the final
summer concert on Friday, August 11 (there’s an article about that concert earlier in this
newsletter).

God Bless our Summer Season!
Worship and Music Ministry

http://www.ELCA.org/en/Resources/Prayer-Ventures
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From our Photo Album .  .  .
Sunday, July 9

Pastor Jason with July’s
Birthday Honorees (left to
right) Frank Liebgott, Lily
Camizzi, Will Gladden, Jeff
Samuels, Kathryn Turenne,
Clarke Field, and Ana
Talsness.  Curious..., Lily, who
was so excited to be 7 years
old, was the only one who was
excited and wanted to share
her age!

Messiah Lutherans at the Ball Game!

On Monday, July 29, the Men’s Group organized a fun night out at a sold out Savannah
Bananas baseball game at historic Grayson Stadium (They were infiltrated by a few diehard
female baseball fans!)
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Highlights from Church Council’s Meeting on July 10, 2017

Please note the following highlights have been taken from the draft
minutes that will be presented for approval at Council’s August 2017 meeting.

• Pastor’s Report.  Pastor Talsness reported the following:
< New Graphics.  He and Peggy Pearson met with graphic designer Mick McCay to

discuss the identity and mission of Messiah Lutheran, as well to give him a tour of
the facility.  The next meeting will be Wednesday, August 2 at 5:30 p.m.

< Outreach Ministry.  Argerie Martin and Sandy Schmoll are co-chairing the committee
that is working to open our Fellowship Hall to island workers one day a week.  He
and the co-chairs went to the Publix parking lot and spoke to workers about coming
to the Fellowship Hall to eat their lunch.  They received a very positive response to
the offer.  A trial period on Tuesdays in the month of August will offer them a place
to sit in air conditioning and a cold drink from 11:45 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.  This was a
vision cast in the strategic plan and the cost will be not exceed $300.

< LSG.  Pastor has met with Mary Fuller, the new director of the Savannah are
Lutheran Service of Georgia (LSG).  Although most of their budget comes from the
state, she is interested in strengthening ties to area congregations and would like to
meet with the Outreach Ministry and possibly the entire congregation this fall.

< Gifts and Strengths.  Pastor is interested in helping Council members discover their
gifts and strengths.  He gave each Council member a copy of the book Living Your
Strengths by Winsmen and Clifton, which will be used as an aide in this quest.

< Visitation.  Since last month: Two home visits, two evangelism visits, one wedding
reception, a child’s birthday party, July 4 gathering, and a dinner party.

• Stewardship Ministry Report.  George Lawrence reported the following:
< Representatives from Messiah met with Adam Hess of Thrivent Financial for

Lutherans about offering a presentation on estate planning.  Because often times
there are legal questions, we also will invite Andy Lohn of Bart, Meyer and Company.
Mr. Lohn is a resident of Skidaway and an elder at Skidaway Presbyterian Church.
We decided to offer an evening gathering on Sunday, October 8, which will include
a meal and some Lutheran trivia.  Our goal is to have 15-20 attendees to this event.
This effort is responding to one of the goals stated in our Strategic Plan.

• Outreach Ministry Report.  Sandy Schmoll reported the following:
< The members of this ministry have met to plan the fall/winter programs, including

Thanksgiving, Christmas, gift trees etc.
< Amanda Ridberg is the new liaison for America’s Second Harvest and will be planning

a tour of their new building.
< Jim Dawson has joined the Outreach Ministry and is starting a Messiah Lutheran

Youth Basketball Academy which will be co-ed for 7-18 year olds.  It will be
publicized for community and begin on July 29.

• Finance Ministry Report.  Parker Pearson, Treasurer, reported the following:
< Revenue versus Expenses is in a positive situation.  The Fellowship Hall mortgage

as of end of June is $244,407.  In the 2nd quarter, the mortgage was reduced
$144,153 with moneys from Capital Campaign donations and normal monthly
mortgage payments.  The quarterly statements being sent to members will include
Capital Campaign donations as well as regular giving.
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George Lawrence, Stewardship Ministry Chair, mppggl13@gmail.com
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Cynthia Sharpley, Church Secretary (Hrs: Mon–Fri, 2-5 p.m.)
Barbara Roush, Church Bookkeeper (Hrs: Tues mornings)

Help Keep Our Records Current
Have you changed your e-mail address?  Moved?  Have a new mailing address?  New home
or cell telephone number?  New work telephone number?  Please share updates with the
church office by calling 598-1188 or e-mailing MessiahSk@gmail.com.
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