
Going to Guatemala 

Declare his glory among the nations,  
    his marvelous works among all the peoples. 

I Chronicles 16:24 

This year I will be again going to Guatemala for a 
medical mission trip. Messiah has a long history of 
supporting this worthy cause. We will be serving in 
Antiqua, Guatemala with Faith in Practice (“FIP”). FIP 
is a non-profit, ecumenical Christian organization that 

seeks to improve the physical, spiritual and economic 
conditions of the poor in Guatemala through short term integrated surgical, medical, and dental mission 
trips and health related educational programs. Each year, more than 1,200 medical professionals and 
support personnel from across the United States and the world travel to Guatemala. 

Going this year from Messiah, in February for either one or two weeks, are Pat Cooper (food prep and 
presentation), Eric Gilster (OBGYN), Jim Hazel (food preparation and presentation), and me (Chaplain).  

Imagine a group of 30 Americans who work in healthcare and other fields, taking time off from work to 
do the same work as their day job, but in Guatemala.  Nurses, dentist, surgeons, pharmacists, and so on, 
all drop what they are doing to go south for a week to help people in need. Many go at their own 
expense.  It is a remarkable thing to witness.  

This being my second year, I know now what will be expected of me. My morning starts at 5:00 a.m. 
with devotions.  I lead the team in prayer and song. I am not a morning person, but as long as I get a 
cup of coffee in me, I’m good to go. 

  

MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH OF SKIDAWAY ISLAND 
1 WEST RIDGE ROAD, SAVANNAH, GA 31411 

The Rev. Jason W. Talsness Cell: (770) 570-7407 E-mail: skidawaypastorj@gmail.com 
Office Telephone: (912) 598-1188 Office FAX: (912) 598-1339 
E-MAIL: messiahsk@gmail.com  WEB: www.messiahsi.org 

          A Congregation of the Evangelical Church in America 
February 2019

mailto:skidawaypastorj@gmail.com
mailto:messiahsk@gmail.com
http://www.messiahsi.org


After devotions and breakfast, we go to perform the surgeries for the day. Everyone has a role. One 
important function I have is to pray with those who are about to go into surgery.  With the aid of an 
interpreter, we hear the stories of people who are hurting. Moms, children, seniors, all come and wait to 
be seen. They are grateful to get the care they so desperately need. 

As the day goes on, I meet with staff, discuss what surgeries are 
coming up, and followup with those who have gone through 
surgery. The day is covered in prayer. As the week goes on, I get to 
know the American staff, their hopes and struggles. My time with 
staff is almost as important as the time with the patients. All in all, 
my role is much like that of Father Mulcahy in the television series 
in M*A*S*H.  I quickly go from counselor to helper to dispenser of 
spiritual ideas within an hour. I enjoy this role, being part of a team 
and learning about the art of medicine.   

Ten Facts about Guatemala 
• Roughly the size of North Carolina 
• Famous for its 33 volcanoes 
• The most populated Central American country 
• Blue denim comes from Guatemala! 
• Some 5-10 people are killed by falling bullets at Christmastime, when people shoot skyward in celebration. 
• Guatemala is ground zero for chocolate.  The first chocolate bar was invented there during Mayan times. 
• Guatemala has the second-highest concentration of ozone in the world, according to The Economist 

magazine’s The World in 2007. 
• The native indigenous have a statue they worship called Mashimom, a little guy with a mustache 

dressed in a suit who wears hat. The locals give him cigars and alcohol so he will bless them. 
• About 60% of the population does not know how to read or write. 
• Instant coffee was invented by a Guatemalan. 

The majority of the Guatemalan population lives in extreme poverty and has virtually no access to medical 
care.   Over the years, FIP has developed a deep respect for the medical, clergy, and administrative 
Guatemalan staff as they seek to meet the needs of the poor. We are honored to join them in this mission. 
 Each year, nearly 900 Guatemalan volunteers work beside FIP volunteers in this endeavor.  FIP Practice 
teams see more than 25,000 patients annually.  FIP volunteers serve through a variety of teams that are 
connected, providing a continuity of care in the context of short-term medical mission. 

Perhaps you can’t go to Guatemala, but you want to help. Please pray for us. A blog will be kept of the 
events of the day, a link will be provided in the Messiah Minute.  Although some supplies are donated, 
each mission trip costs about $30,000.  If you would like to contribute, Faith in Practice is a 501(c)(3) 
organization, and contributions are deductible for tax purposes.  Faith in Practice has been rated a Four 
Star Charity by Charity Navigator.  All contributions go to the mission.  If you would like to donate to 
this cause, there will be an informational seminar when our Messiah Lutheran missionaries return. 

Thank-you for sending me on this mission trip.  It is inspiring to see God’s work in the world. I look 
forward to my return February 16 when I can share what Messiah is doing through this ministry. 
 
      Pastor Jason Talsness  

MLC Newsletter ~ February 2019 ~ Page  2



February Announcements 

Copies of the February issue of THE LUTHERAN, the official news magazine of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America, as well as DAILY DEVOTIONAL BOOKLETS for the 1st quarter of 2019, 
are available on the table in the entrance foyer of the sanctuary.  A limited number of LARGE PRINT 
devotionals are available. 

CERTAIN SCHEDULED MEETINGS AND EVENTS IN FEBRUARY 

• Birthday Sunday is February 10. If your 
birthday is this month, be sure to come to church 
on the 10th so that we can celebrate your birth! 

•Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study will meet each 
Wednesday in February. 

•Women’s Monday Morning Bible Study will meet 
each Monday in February. 

•Worship and Music Ministry will meet at 11:15 a.m. 
on Saturday, February 2. 

• Evangelism Ministry will meet at 6:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday, February 5. 

•Craft 'n Gab will meet at 9:30 a.m. on Saturday, 
February 9. 

• Evangelism Ministry’s Faith Ambassador 
Training will be at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 
February 12 at Pastor Talsness’s home. 

•Outreach Ministry will meet at 4:30 p.m. on 
Monday, February 18. 

•Church Council will meet at 5:45 p.m. on 
Tuesday, February 19. 

• Evangelism’s Caring Card Ministry will meet at 
9:30 a.m. on Saturday, February 23. 

• Staff Support/Mutual Ministry will meet at 9:00 
a.m. on Tuesday, February 26. 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER OUR SISTERS AND BROTHERS 

† Prayers of support for Barb Tinker and the family and friends of Barb’s sister-
in-law, Susan M. Sillis, 68, who died suddenly on November 13, 2018. 
  
† Prayers of healing for our members, friends, and relatives undergoing special 
care and treatment: Lynn Beam, Ann Farr, Bob Farr, Sarah Jacobson (a friend of 
Jim Dawson), Lindsay Hart, Christine Kumagai, Ray Kunsman, Bridget (Shirley & 
Phil Nack’s granddaughter), Gail and John Mauer’s son-in-law, Dean (who is 
having chemo and radiation treatments through mid-February), Lesley Michael, 
Judy Nord, Char Ramshaw, Tom Richardson, Tom Seipel, Linda Shadel, Vera 
(Andrea & Robert Felkins’ granddaughter), and Marguerite Weisemann. 
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The church office will be closed on February 18 — Presidents’ Day.



 

Congratulations to Stephanie Williams on the birth of her grandson, 
Homer Leo Artemas Smith.  Homer Leo was born on December 30, 2018 
in Belfast, Maine to Stephanie’s daughter, Sarah, and her husband, Jeremy.  
Homer Leo has three brothers — Jasper, age 17, Zephyrin, age 11, and 
August, age 4. 

 
 

 

Andrew (Drew) Parenti, first and oldest 
grandchild of members Pattye and Clarke 
Field, married Tiffany New on January 19, 
2019 on the beach at Treasure Island, 
Florida.  Pattye says it was ALL their day, 
but her BEST birthday present ever! 

Best wishes to Tiffany and Drew! 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2/04 Amanda Ridberg 
2/05 Marcie Perry 
2/10 Olin Bockes 
2/12 Clyde Olson 
2/13 Dick Kaylor 

2/15 Shirley Nack 
2/16 Norrita Thorne 
2/16 Rick Gowthrop 
2/18 Peggy Pearson 
2/27 Pat Cooper 

2/14 Diane & Byron Boyd’s 21st 
2/16 Andrea & Robert Felkins’ 39th 
2/21 Teresa & Frank Camizzi’s 10th 
2/23 Diana & Geoff Wilson’s 56th  

Best wishes to Betty Anderson and Ed Fritts, who became 
engaged to marry on Wednesday, January 23.



A message from immediate past president, George Lawrence 

I feel heartfelt gratitude to all Council members, Pastor Talsness, staff, and all 
congregation members for their unwavering and tireless efforts, this past 
church year, in making Messiah the great church it is today.  Please give your 
continuing support to our new President, Connie Squibb, and to Council so 
that we can project a healthy and prosperous church future with God's grace 
looking down on us as we look up to Him.  Peace to all of us.  ~ George 

Other Council News 

Ministry chair assignments going forward are as follows: 

Christian Education Ministry: Barb Tinker 
Evangelism Ministry: Linda Jacla 
Finance Ministry: Greg Stinson 
Parish Life Ministry: Lynn Poole 
Property Ministry: Tim Andrews 

Outreach Ministry:  Connie Squibb 
Staff Support/Mutual Ministry: Dave Ridberg 
Stewardship Ministry: George Lawrence 
Worship & Music Ministry: Katharine Marshall 

At its January meeting, Council elected Connie Squibb as President, Tim Andrews as Vice President, 
and Jill Poole as Secretary, each for a one year term (January 1, 2019 – December 31, 2019.  Parker 
Pearson was elected Treasurer by the congregation at the 2018 annual congregational meeting. 
 

Ladies Night Out~A Joint Social Event of the Evangelism and Parish Life Ministries 

On Thursday, February 28, we will meet at 6:00 p.m. at the church for dinner 
and a self-defense class.  Please sign up on the sheet posted on the kiosk in the 
Narthex or e-mail Linda Jacla (ljacla@gmail.com).  Hope to see you for an 
evening of fun, learning, and fellowship!  Feel free to invite a friend!  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Lutheran Services of Georgia 

In mid December 2018, Lutheran Services of Georgia (LSG) 
announced a name change to “Inspiritus.”  The Board and staff felt that  
the name LSG no longer accurately reflected what the organization does and whom they serve.  Also, 
there was some confusion in the community because many people assumed one has to be Lutheran to 
benefit from the organization’s services or to get involved, volunteer, or donate. 

Inspiritus will host an open house on Thursday, February 7 from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at 401 Mall 
Boulevard, Suite 201-F, Savannah, GA.  You will have the opportunity to learn about the new name, 
meet the staff, and learn more about their programs.  Light refreshments will be served. 
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Welcoming (rather late) a Renewing Member 

Carol Swinford joined Messiah Lutheran on August 12, 2018, 
but really, it was for the second time.  Carol was a member about 
17 years ago, but life happened and she’s been away for a while. 

Carol grew up on a farm in Iowa.  She and her first husband, 
Harry Risvold, had two children — a son, Larry, and a daughter, 
Laura.  Larry has two children and Laura has four plus one 
grandchild.  Laura lives in Savannah with her husband Tony 
Abbott, an attorney.  Carol also has a dear stepdaughter, Vickie, 
who lives locally with her husband Wade McIntyre and their 
daughter Helen, who has been schoolmate of Ana Talsness. 

Carol has been mostly a homemaker, but did help in her 
husband’s jewelry store.  She also worked in the insurance 
industry for nine years.  Carol’s husband Harry developed 
Huntington’s Disease.  Some years after Harry died, Carol 
married Jim Swinford.  Unfortunately, Jim’s health is not good, 
so Carol and Jim are planning to move to Savannah Commons 
in the near future. 

Carol is excited about the move and the help she will get with Jim.  She’s also very excited that her 
recently widowed sister, Maxine, probably will be moving to Savannah Commons as well. 

Carol says that it felt right to come back to Messiah Lutheran.  Here, she says she enjoys the adult 
Sunday school class (It’s like no other she has attended.) and feels the love of God through the warmth 
and caring of our members. 

Give in honor of your valentine, and help support creative, sustainable solutions to hunger and poverty. 
If you donate by midnight on Monday, February 4, you can customize a greeting card and have it 
delivered in time for Valentine’s Day – on us!  Shop now at https://community.elca.org/good-gifts-2017/
Valentines?erid=c7b5ff50-ff3d-4955-9825-b9a8be5fe66f&trid=c7b5ff50-ff3d-4955-9825-b9a8be5fe66f. 

Each gift you give helps share God’s love in Christ with our neighbors in need. 
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“We are not judged by the size of our churches, but by the way we inhabit them.”

	 	 	 	 Sister Julienne, Call the Midwife, Season 7, Episode 7 
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Chancel choir will rehearse at 7:00 p.m. each Wednesday in February. 

Women’s choir will rehearse after worship each Sunday in February. 

Men’s chorus will rehearse at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, February 6 
and Wednesday, February 20. 

  

  Wednesdays: Handbells will rehearse at 5:45 p.m. 
  each Wednesday in February. 

  Saturdays: Handbells will rehearse at 10:00 a.m.  
  each Saturday in February. 
  

The Children’s Choir will rehearse every Sunday in February.  They are  working 
on songs about God's love, with the goal of going Valentine caroling to shut-ins 
in mid February. 

 

  Brass Plus will rehearse at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday,  
  February 2 and Saturday, February 16. 
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Mary Maner, 
Director

Joy Olson, Director

Diane Boyd, Director



News from the Education and Discipleship Ministry  
Barbara Tinker, Chairman 

We will meet each Sunday in February except February 3.  That 
day there’s going to be a super fun event in the Fellowship Hall 
following the worship service — the  Souper Bowl. 

We are currently viewing a series entitled “BELIEVE ~ Living the 
Story of the Bible to Become Like Jesus” by Randy Frazee.  Randy 
Frazee is the senior minister at Oak Hills Church in San Antonio, 
Texas. He teaches and leads in partnership with pastor and 
author Max Lucado. 

Come and “experience a transformative journey through the Bible by exploring essential beliefs, 
practices, and virtues that every Christian needs to know and live. You will learn how the story of the 
Bible helps you think, act, and be more like Jesus by examining key questions, studying scripture, and 
learning practical ways to apply the concepts to everyday life.” 

So, grab a friend and a cup of coffee and join us for Sunday Morning Discipleship at 10:20 a.m. in the 
conference room. The discussions are always interesting and you will be amazed how your faith grows 
when you share it! 
 

  Messiah Youth (middle and high) will meet at 
  10:20 a.m. each Sunday in February.  

In February, the Men's Breakfast and Bible Study will continue watching and 
discussing a video entitled “Good God Questions - Taking on Really Tough 
Issues.”  In the remaining three segments, four seminary professors share their 
thoughts on questions arising from the complexities of life and faith. 
Throughout the study you will find affirmation in the necessity of living with 
questions and finding a path to resolution of some of those questions. 

The group will meet at 8:00 a.m. on Wednesdays in the church’s Conference 
Room.  All men of the church and visitors and newcomers are welcome to come for coffee and 
breakfast.  No prior Biblical knowledge is necessary.  Here is the schedule for this study in February: 

February 6 Why did Jesus have to die?  
February 13 How do I know God's will for my life?  
February 20 If I am forgiven, why will I be judged?  
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The Monday Morning Women’s Bible Study group has just completed the 
study of Jonah.  This gave us all a completely different impression of Jonah.  
We are now anxious to begin on Ruth.  These two studies are in 
combination of a Kerygma study “The Odd Couple, Jonah and Ruth.”  Ruth 
will be a five-week study.  Please join us on Monday mornings in February 
at 9:30 a.m. in the church’s Conference Room.  If you have any questions, 
please contact Argerie Martin (912-598-8211; martinw720@aol.com). 

Tapestry Family Life! 
Contributed by Alexandra Talsness 

“I want you woven into a tapestry of love, in touch with everything there is to know of God.” 
           Colossians 2:2 MSG 

Please join us after Children’s Choir.  All are welcome!  Here is our schedule for February: 

February 3 Gathering Sunday. Our story is Baby Jesus in the Temple. 
  Souper Bowl Sunday 
February 10 2nd Sunday Brunch!  Our story is Jesus in the Temple. 

This also is Super Museum Sunday (fee admission to museums in the Savannah area from 
1:00 - 4:00 p.m.).  If you are interested in going as a group to Super Museum Sunday, 
please contact Alexandra.  

February 17 Presidents’ Day Holiday Weekend 
  No Gathering. 
February 24 Gathering Sunday.  Our Story is Jesus Blesses the Children. 

 

Confirmation Class will meet at Barbara Tinker’s home at 7:00 p.m. each 
Wednesday in February, except February 14.  

What, you may wonder, is confirmation?  Some people find it helpful to call it Affirmation 
of Baptism, a perhaps more descriptive name. Confirmation, or Affirmation of Baptism, 
is the students’ public affirmation that they will live out the promises that their parents, 
sponsors, and congregation made for them at their baptism (that is, assuming that they 
were baptized as an infant). The confirmands are asked to promise “to live among God’s 
faithful people, to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s Supper, to proclaim the 
good news of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all people, following the 
example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth.”  

Prior to Confirmation or Affirmation of Baptism, students attend confirmation classes, a process for 
readying the students to affirm these promises.  The process takes many forms and varies from 
congregation to congregation, but the end goal is the same: to prepare people to boldly and confidently 
make those promises, affirm their baptisms, and continue to live out their faith in the church. 
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    News from the Evangelism Ministry  
      Linda Jacla, Chairman 
 
Faith Ambassador Training 

The new group of members who are signed up for Faith Ambassador training 
will have its first session at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, February 12 at Pastor 
Talsness’s home.  Mark your calendars to attend this class that will help you 
share Christ’s love in your daily life through words and actions that people 
welcome.  Contact Linda Jacla (ljacla@gmail.com) for additional information. 
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“Where two or three are gathered together in My name, I am there in the midst of them.” Matthew 18:20 NKJV 

Prayer Lab 
Prayerful Conversation in Quiet Communion with God, with One Another & with Community  

† Do you sometimes struggle to know how or what to pray? 
† Are there people who are on your heart for whom you would like to intercede? 
† Would you enjoy spending time listening to God in quiet community? 

Please join us as we explore together the gift that is prayer and 
learn new ways to incorporate prayer into daily life on Wednesdays beginning 

Wednesday, February 13, 2019 
10:30-11:30 a.m. 

Messiah Sanctuary 

• Messiah member Lana Gilster is facilitating Prayer Lab.  Lana received her MA in PastoralTheology 
and Ministry at Luther Seminary in Saint Paul, Minnesota and studied there at the same time 
Pastor Talsness. 

• Everyone is welcome. 
• In February, we will meet on the 13th, 20th, & 27th.  For more information please contact Lana 

(lanagilster@earthlink.net) or Alexandra (motherprayers@bellsouth.net). 

This is Christ’s church. There is a place for you here. 

We are the church that shares a living, daring confidence in God’s grace. 
Liberated by our faith, we embrace you as a whole person — questions, complexities and all. 
Join us as we do God’s work in Christ’s name for the life of the world.     SOURCE: www.ELCA.org 

mailto:lanagilster@earthlink.net
mailto:motherprayers@bellsouth.net
mailto:lanagilster@earthlink.net
mailto:motherprayers@bellsouth.net
http://www.ELCA.org
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    News from the Outreach Ministry  
      Connie Squibb, Chairman 

This year’s “Love Thy Neighbor” project 
will be in support of Union Mission.  The 
“kick-off ” event is the Souper Bowl on 
Sunday, February 3, following the church 
service.  Your donation of warm hats, 
gloves, and/or socks will start this event.  
We want to show our love by keeping those 
who are homeless warm. 

Throughout the month, we ask that you 
consider a donation of a warm jacket for 
anyone, any size (new or gently used), a 
blanket, and/or a sleeping bag.  These 
donations will be greatly appreciated 
because when the shelter is full, it is 
imperative to send people out with enough 
to stay warm through the night.   

We want to do our part to help the people 
of Savannah with these donations.  Your 
generosity will warm a soul and keep 
someone physically warmed.  

There are over  4,500 people homeless  in 
Chatham County annually. Many of them 
find shelter each night, but more than 500 
people are chronically homeless, moving in 
and out shelters over the course of a year. 
With the changing face of homelessness, 
almost half of the homeless population are 
women and children. 

Union Mission works to prevent and end 
homelessness one person at a time 
by  providing a pathway to self-sufficiency 
and independent living.  By going beyond 
shelter and utilizing supportive services 
such as employment training and mental 
health counseling, Union Mission works to 
address the root causes of homelessness in 
the greater Savannah area. 

As you always do … a sincere thank you for 
supporting our outreach efforts. 

America’s Second Harvest of Coastal Georgia 
Contributed by Amanda Ridberg 

The “FOOD OF THE MONTH” for this month’s 4th Sunday Food Drive 
(February 24) to support America’s Second Harvest is RICE.  We encourage 
you to bring only this item in February, but all nonperishable donations will 
be gratefully accepted. We will count the number of items of rice received as 
a measure of Messiah’s giving. 
 

Report on January’s Food Drive: We collected a record breaking 387 cans of 
tuna fish!  Thank You to all our wonderful members at Messiah Lutheran.  You 
are amazing!  We will help feed so many people in need. 

We will be volunteering at America’s Second Harvest’s warehouse (2501 East 
President Street) on Thursday, February 28, from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00.  This is 
valuable and enjoyable work that benefits the local community.  We will pack 
food in boxes that will be given to people in need.  If you have never attended you may want to take 
your spouse or a friend and give it a try.  Please sign up on the sheet posted on the kiosk in the Narthex 
to help on February 28.  If you would like to carpool to the warehouse, please meet in Messiah’s parking 
lot at 8:30 a.m.  If you have any questions, talk to Amanda (aprestoridberg@gmail.com; 203-272-4827). 
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News from the Parish Life Ministry  
Jill Poole, Chairman 

If you were born in February we want to celebrate you. Please join us in the 
Fellowship Hall after service on February 10 for Birthday Sunday. Enjoy a slice of 
Birthday Cake and a Happy Birthday Serenade from your fellow church members. 

Fruit and sweet treats are always welcome at the Sunday Morning Coffee Hour and 
Fellowship Time.  No time to bake?  Store bought treats are welcome.  The sign up sheet 
is posted on the kiosk in the Narthex.  And MEN of Messiah, we know you enjoy Coffee 
Hour.  But you also should know that this isn’t just a ladies thing!  Don’t bake?  Bring 
store bought treats.  Feel free to sign up to co-host! 

🍲 “SOUPER” 🍲 BOWL SUNDAY SOUP SAMPLER 
Sunday, February 3, 2019! 

Calling all Messiah Cooks " # $%!  Make a slow cooker of your favorite soup for a 

little friendly Super Bowl game day competition at Messiah.  Make your soup at home and bring it to 

Messiah on Sunday, February 3.  The soup sampling 🥄  will take place after worship in the Fellowship Hall. 

Be sure to bring copies of your recipe to share!  If you don’t like to cook, you can still taste and vote for 

your favorite soup. 😉   

This event is a benefit for Union Mission.  Please bring warm hats, mittens 🧤  or socks 🧦  to donate 
to the homeless of Savannah.  For more information, talk to Alexandra Talsness or Jill Poole. 
 

The purpose of the Teddy Bear Ministry is to share God’s Love, 
Care and Comfort by giving a bear to someone who may find it 
comforting. The Bears in our Sanctuary continue to go out on their 
missions at a rate of a few per month. The Teddy Bear Ministry 
would like to thank the congregation for its continued support. 
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Volunteers Wanted — Needed! 

Each Sunday our members enjoy fresh coffee and treats after service in the 
Fellowship Hall.  The Sunday treats are provided by church members, and 
our Hospitality Ministry does a wonderful job setting up before, and 
cleaning up after, these times for fellowship. This Ministry is looking for 
volunteers to join the effort. Volunteers will be put on a rotating schedule 
and may only have to work every other month depending upon how many 
sign up.  

You may ask, “What does being a Coffee Hour Volunteer entail?” 

• Prior to Coffee Hour: Prepare the coffee pots, tea, and lemonade.  This can be done as early as the 
Friday before the Sunday service or as late as the morning of the service. 

• During Coffee Hour: Set out the treats provided by the members, keep an eye on supplies during 
coffee hour and mingle. 

• After Coffee Hour: Wash the coffee pots and pitchers and wipe down the tables.  

This is a fun and rewarding ministry! All volunteers will be trained.  If you have an interest in 
participating, or want more information, please contact Jill Poole (jilldpoole@aol.com; 912-441-7170). 
 

This ongoing group of crafty gabbers will get together on Saturday, 
February 9 at 9:30 a.m.  They do some crafting, but mostly they enjoy 
each other’s company.  Everyone is welcome!  Bring a “project” and 
come join in the “gabbing.” For more information, talk to Argerie 
Martin, Connie Squibb, or Joy Olson. 

News from the Property Ministry 
Tim Andrews, Chairman 

Here and There Around the Church 

• Repair to the 12 small dormers and damaged roofing, plus rot repair, has been 
completed at a cost of $5,200.  Significant rot was found and eliminated. 
• 2nd quotes are being pursued for replacing carpeting in hallways, offices, and conference room. 
• Construction on our new columbarium continues and a new foundation will be 
installed early February.  Installation of the new columbarium is still expected to take 
place during the first quarter of 2019. 

If you see something around the church that needs attention, please tell 
Tim Andrews (612-868-5222; timandrews1114@comcast.net). 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News from the Staff Support Ministry  
Dave Ridberg, Chairman 

The Staff Support/Mutual Ministry would like to give great thanks to Messiah 
member Marcia Stinson for serving as Messiah’s interim Office Administrator.  
Marcia very graciously and capably stepped into the position last spring and 
enabled office operations to continue without a hitch.  Beyond that, she offered 
to stay on an extra month as we were having difficulties finding candidates 
during the Christmas season.  We are blessed to have members like Marcia. 

The ministry has been accepting applications for the Office Administrator 
position and is conducting interviews. We anticipate the position will be filled in early February. 

Ministry members Pastor Jason Talsness, Dave Ridberg, Diane Munroe, and Phil Haug 

News from the Stewardship Ministry  
George Lawrence, Chairman 

Pledges so far for the year 2019 are at 53 totaling $343,740, but we are hopeful of 
more to come. The pledged amount falls short of what's needed to make budget; 
however, as in past years, this shortfall is typically made up in non-pledged 
offerings. In recent years we have pledges ranging in yearly numbers between a 
high of 64 to a low of this year's 53, so we encourage those who haven't pledged 
to please do so.  It's never too late! 

News from the Worship & Music Ministry  
Katharine Marshall, Chairman 

We’re having a  during worship on Sunday, February 10!  Worshippers will 
be invited to call out a favorite hymn and we will sing a verse or two from it.  Pastor Talsness will be in 
Guatemala for the mission trip, so we are going to sing!  
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Minutes of the Annual Congregational Meeting  
 held on November 18, 2018 

Please note that the following draft minutes of the 2018 Annual Congregational Meeting will be presented 
for approval at the Annual Meeting of the Congregation to be held in 2019. 

Each family unit was given the opportunity to receive an annual meeting packet.  The meeting notice was 
provided in the November newsletter which was emailed/mailed to each member of record according to the 
address on file with the church office. 

It was determined that there was quorum present, and the meeting was called to order at 10:20 a.m. by 
President George Lawrence.  Devotion was given by Pastor Jason Talsness. 

A correction was proposed to the minutes of the 2017 annual congregational meeting, noting that the 
meeting took place on November 19.  The date change is so noted.  After noting the change, the minutes 
were approved unanimously.  

Pastor’s Report – is included in the packet.  To note, in the new budget there is a line item for $30,000 
for ELCA support.  This will be a budget item for synod benevolence support. 

President’s Report – included in packet. 
• Introduced the Communications Coordinator position.  This position would increase the face 

forward communications and create an image in the community.  Currently not looking at an 
employee position, but rather an independent contractor. 

• Request for pledges – please get your pledge cards in; show your support of the budget. 
• Capital Campaign – we are now in year three of the campaign.  We need the funds for the “reserves” 

for the aging building, in particular, the air conditioning systems. 

Treasurer’s Report – Presented by Parker Pearson 
• Fellowship Hall mortgage has been paid off !  (applause) 
• 73% of the capital campaign pledges have been received. 
• Under “Financial Ministry Team” report on Page 19 of the packet should read, “through September 31, 

2018.”  The current read is 2017, which is incorrect.  Currently, there are $50K in reserves with an 
additional $2K per month to be placed while there is an excess. 

• There is a plan to address the continued roof rot, in particular the dwarf dormers. 
• The current balance for the sanctuary debt is approximately $660,000.  

2019 Budget Presentation – Presented by Greg Stinson  
• “This is a conservative budget with a look to the future.” 
• In 2017 we spent roughly $108,000 for mortgage and interest.  With the Fellowship Hall paid off that 

number for 2018 is $65,000.  With this budget, select items were reviewed; numbers are the “best 
guess”; however, we are seeing a period of lower expenses and higher contributions, which follows 
our history.  

• A new line item, 5490, was added for Outreach.  Also added was Communications Coordinator and 
CE travel for Pastor.  

• George Lawrence asked for a motion, which was made and seconded to approve the budget as 
presented in the packet.  Discussion was heard.  Vote was taken.  Unanimously passed. 
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Elections 
Motions were made, seconded, and passed to approve the following slates: 

• Council Nominations (Three-year terms, January 1, 2019 — December 31, 2021) 
Katharine Marshall 
David Ridberg 
Tim Andrews 
Parker Pearson, Treasurer (one-year term, January 1, 2019 — December 31, 2019) 

• Audit Committee Nominations  (Three-year terms, January 1, 2019 — December 31, 2021) 
Phil Haug 
Terry Blaney 
Tammy Quirk 

• 2019 Nominating Committee Nominations (One-year terms, January 1, 2019 — December 31, 2019) 
Lynnetta Hartson - past Council representative 
Tom Olson - past Council representative 
Frank Liebgott 
Sandy Schmoll 
Lynn Townsend 
Frank Camizzi 

There was no new business.  President Lawrence thanked the council for a job well done.  Meeting 
adjourned. 

Highlights from Church Council’s Meeting on December 18, 2018 

Please note the following highlights have been taken from the minutes 
that were approved at Council’s January 2019 meeting. 

Pastor’s Report.  Pastor Talsness reported the following: 
• Banners in the Fellowship Hall.  Our Fellowship Hall is a bit spare in identifying the space as being a 

part of Messiah Lutheran (e.g., religious art, information, signage). With the number of outside 
groups using our space, he has initiated the purchase of some banners for the Fellowship Hall. Visual 
mock-ups of what they would look like are included at the end of this report. 

• Book for Council.  Those who will be on church council in January will be getting a book for us to 
read together next year. The book is Lasting Impact: 7 Powerful Conversations that will help your 
Church Grow by Cary Nieuhoff.   

• External Door.  The church office door has an external intercom with camera.  If someone comes to 
the door and cannot get in, they can push the button and notice will go to my phone. This will be 
especially helpful to visitors. 

• Schedule.  He will be out of town on January 13 (a cousin in Saskatawan is getting ordained into the 
Lutheran Church of Canada) and February 8-16 (when he goes to Guatamala).  

• Visitation.  7 Home Visits to sick and elderly, 2 Evangelism Visits, and 2 Outings (Leading worship at 
The Marshes and attending an event hosted by Ascension Lutheran). 
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President’s Report.   George Lawrence reported the following: 
• George welcomed new Council Members David Ridberg and Katharine Marshall and shared a “good-

bye” and “thanks” to Lynnetta Hartson and Tom Olson. 
• Discussed the roll of the Communications Coordinator, a new part-time position within next year’s 

budget to help with IT items. 
• The task of identifying all revenue received by the church in 2017 and 2018 will be undertaken.  This 

information will be provided information in a future newsletter. 

Evangelism Ministry.  Linda Jacla reported the following: 
• Faith Ambassadors Program.  The 2nd session of this program will begin early in 2019. 
• TWATL.  A new ad will appear soon in TWATL. 

Parish Life Ministry.  Jill Poole reported the following: 
• The 2018 Christmas Party was excellent and approximately 90 persons attended. 
• Parish Life is working to add volunteers for the Hospitality Ministry for various fellowship activities 

— mostly for the Sunday Fellowship after the worship service.  Jill is planning to share appreciation 
for Cheryl Liebgott, for her dedication to Fellowship Kitchen for many years. 

Treasurer’s Report. Greg Stinson provided financial statements and reported that we are currently 
about $5,000 under budget and $38,000+ in excess “givings” to date.  Greg and Parker Pearson shared 
that an additional $90,000 had been contributed to the Building Campaign Fund.  We paid off $80,000 
of mortgage and saved the other $10,000 to apply to Building Reserve. 

Other Business. 
• All Ministries should give the dates and times of their meetings to the Church Office. This would 

allow the Sunday bulletins to include the meetings, and also let the congregation know, in case any 
member would like to attend any meeting. 

• Pastor Emeritus.  A MOTION was made, seconded, and approved to accept the proposed “Covenant 
Agreement Pastor Emeritus Messiah Lutheran.” 

 

        www.messiahsi.org 
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Messiah Lutheran Church of Skidaway Island 
1 West Ridge Road  
Savannah, GA 31411 

MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH - A STEPHEN MINISTRY CONGREGATION 

CHURCH COUNCIL  
Tim Andrews, Property Ministry Chair, timandrews1114@comcast.net 
Linda Jacla, Evangelism Ministry Chair, ljacla@gmail.com 
George Lawrence, Stewardship Ministry Chair, mppggl13@gmail.com 
Katharine Marshall, Worship and Music Ministry Chair, katharine.marshal@gmail.com  
Jill Poole, Parish Life Ministry Chair, jilldpoole@aol.com 
Dave Ridberg, Staff Support/Mutual Ministry Chair, ridberg@gmail.com 
Connie Squibb, Outreach Ministry Chair, c.squibb01@yahoo.com  
Greg Stinson, Finance Ministry Chair, gtstinson@comcast.net  
Barbara Tinker, Christian Education Ministry Chair, tinker.barbara@gmail.com 
Jason Talsness, Pastor, skidawaypastorj@gmail.com; Cell phone: (770) 570-7407 

CHURCH OFFICERS (Jan. 1 – Dec. 31, 2019) 
Connie Squibb, President 
Tim Andrews, Vice President 
Jill Poole, Recording Secretary 
Parker Pearson, Treasurer 

CHURCH STAFF 
Jason Talsness, Pastor 
Mary Maner, Choral Director 
Diane Boyd, Church Organist 
Marcia Stinson, Interim Church Secretary (Mon–Fri, 9:30-12:30) 
Barbara Roush, Church Bookkeeper (Tuesday mornings) 

Help Keep Our Records Current 
Have you changed your e-mail address? Moved? Have a new mailing address? New home or cell telephone 
number? New work telephone number? Please share updates with the church office by calling (912) 598-1188 
or e-mailing MessiahSk@gmail.com.  
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