
The Rev. James Peper, Pastor Emeritus 

I will give you shepherds after my own heart, who will feed  
you with knowledge and understanding.       Jeremiah 3:15 

 
When a group of interested residents of Skidaway Island gathered to 
establish Messiah Lutheran Church in 1992, after going through a series 
of steps in planning, they were prepared to call a pastor. According to 
An Early History of Messiah Lutheran by Jean Williams, they needed a 
special pastor, one who had a “commanding presence, recognizable as a 
spiritual leader” and “as comfortable with a business executive as with 
youth; committed to the work Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
and local outreach and gifted with verbal communication skills.” 

In the October 1992 newsletter, it was announced that they had found the right pastor who fit this 
criteria, the Rev. Jim Peper. A profile in the newsletter described him as this way: “He is 50 years old and 
combines maturity with a sense of youthful enthusiasm and dedication.” 

The Peper family moved from Goshen, Indiana to Skidaway Island in early 1993 with two of their 
children, Wesley and Jamie (their adult child Karen stayed in Indiana). At that point Messiah owned no 
building, no worship space, they didn’t even have a name yet. All they had was a handful of interested 
people, a vision of a new Lutheran congregation on Skidaway, and a pastor. But they worked hard and 
by God’s grace they established a congregation and built it up to where Messiah is today: a vibrant 
community of faith in a beautiful worship space and a fellowship hall. Pastor Peper birthed and 
nurtured this congregation until God called him to other places to minster the gospel in 2008.  
 
At its December meeting, Church Council voted unanimously to bestow the title “Pastor Emeritus” to the 
Rev. Jim Peper.  The term Pastor Emeritus (or Pastor Emerita for women pastors) is used by a congregation 
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to honor a pastor whose lengthy ministry in that church has been one of distinguished service. The 
designation recognizes an individual’s retirement from active ordained ministry.  We will have a special 
day of recognition for Pastor Peper. He will be installed on Sunday, January 20, with a reception after 
worship being held in his honor. 

Church Council has developed a covenant that defines the call of Pastor Emeritus at Messiah. Broadly 
speaking, it stipulates that Pastor Peper will determine his involvement in the church in consultation 
with the council and me.  It is not a payed position. The covenant is available for review in the office if 
anyone would like to see it. 

From my perspective, this move is overdue. Ever since I came to Messiah four years ago, Pastor Peper 
has been supportive and encouraging to my ministry. Though Pastor Peper’s involvement at Messiah has 
been limited due to his numerous calls to other area congregations on an interim basis, as well as the 
fact that he lives on Tybee Island, he and Kala have always kept their membership at Messiah. Now his 
presence and role will have added depth and definition. It is only fitting to bestow this title to our 
founding pastor. 

      Happy New Year,  
      Pastor Jason Talsness 
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To the Anonymous Blessing-Giver,


The gift you submitted with instructions 
was delivered by Christmas as 

specified. The family expresses their 
heartfelt thanks. 


Pastor Jason Talsness

This is Christ’s church. There is a place for you here. 

We are the church that shares a living, daring confidence in God’s grace. Liberated by our 
faith, we embrace you as a whole person — questions, complexities and all. Join us as we do 
God’s work in Christ’s name for the life of the world.           SOURCE: www.ELCA.org 

http://www.ELCA.org
http://www.ELCA.org


January Announcements 

Copies of the January issue of THE LUTHERAN, the official news magazine of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America, as well as DAILY DEVOTIONAL BOOKLETS for the 1st quarter of 2019, are 
available on the table in the entrance foyer of the sanctuary.  A limited number of LARGE PRINT 
devotionals are available. 

CERTAIN SCHEDULED MEETINGS AND EVENTS IN JANUARY 

• Birthday Sunday is January 13. If your birthday 
is this month, be sure to come to church on the 
13th so that we can celebrate your birth! 

•Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study will meet each 
Wednesday in January. 

•Women’s Monday Morning Bible Study will meet 
each Monday in January, beginning on Monday, 
January 7. 

• Evangelism Ministry will meet at 6:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday, January 8. 

•Church Council will meet at 5:45 p.m. on 
Tuesday, January 22. 

•Craft 'n Gab will meet at 9:30 a.m. on Saturday, 
January 26. 

• Evangelism’s Caring Card Ministry will meet at 
9:30 a.m. on Saturday, January 26. 

•Outreach Ministry will meet at 4:30 p.m. on 
Monday, January 28. 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER OUR SISTERS AND BROTHERS 
 

† Prayers of support for the family and friends of Charles “Bud” Schmoll, father-
in-law of Sandy Schmoll, who died on December 30, 2018. 
† Ken and Lynn McLauchlan, following the death of Ken’s father, Angus 
McLauchlan, 98, who died on November 1, 2018, in Baltimore. 
† Prayers of support for Ken and Lynn McLauchlan, following the death of 
Ken’s father, Angus McLauchlan, 98, who died on November 1, 2018. 
† Prayers of support for Barb Tinker and the family and friends of Barb’s sister-
in-law, Susan M. Sillis, 68, who died suddenly on November 13, 2018. 

  
† Prayers of healing for our members, friends, and relatives undergoing special care and treatment: Lynn 
Beam, Ann Farr, Bob Farr, Sarah Jacobson (a friend of Jim Dawson), Lindsay Hart, Christine Kumagai, 
Ray Kunsman, Bridget (Shirley & Phil Nack’s granddaughter), Lesley Michael, Judy Nord, Char Ramshaw, 
Tom Richardson, Tom Seipel, Linda Shadel, Vera (Andrea & Robert Felkins’ granddaughter), and 
Marguerite Weisemann. 
To Ken McLauchlan on is retirement at 11:59:59 on 12/31/18!  Finally - no more commuting back and rt 
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The church office will be closed on January 21 — MLK Day.



 
Our family is grateful to Messiah 
Lutheran for the countless prayers for 
Levi, our grandnephew, over the past 
three+ years. We have good news on 
his progress. The childhood leukemia 
is in remission, and the port for chemo 
treatments has been removed. 

Levi is six years old and has happily begun all day kindergarten. His 
mother reports that his favorite subject is recess!  And, he likes making 
new friends. Unfortunately, he is catching all the cold and flu viruses from which he has been shielded 
during treatments. But, happily, he is recovering from each bout. 

We thank Messiah Lutheran for your partnership in prayer. And our hearts rejoice in God’s grace and 
healing mercies for Levi!  Praise God from whom all blessings flow!  Lana and Eric Gilster 
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1/01 Carr Baldwin 
1/01   Christine Kumagai 
1/03 Marguerite Weisemann 
1/15 Greg Stinson 
1/17 Pat Cummiskey 
1/18 Babette Borsani 
1/19 Pam Allen 
1/19 Pattye Field 
1/20 Jane Maulbetsch 

1/21 Eric Gladden 
1/23 Joy Olson 
1/25 John Duren 
1/26 Ken McLauchlan 
1/27 Libby Boyden-Price 
1/27 Khoa Nguyen 
1/29 Donna Hart 
1/29 Anna Olson  

01/03    Pam & Steve Allen’s 22nd 
01/08    Kathy & Rob Fritz’s 35th 
01/28    Kala & Jim Peper’s 36th 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

Milda & Terry Blaney Pattye & Clarke Field 
117 Saltwater Way  18 Franklin Creek Rd North 
Savannah, GA 31411 Savannah, GA 31411 

To Ken McLauchlan on his retirement at 11:59:59 p.m. on 
12/31/18!  Finally - no more commuting back and forth to 
Baltimore in a single engine plane!



The Arts at Messiah 
presents 

Mauro Bertoli, Piano 

Friday, January 11, 2019 ~ 7:00 p.m. 
 

The program will include works by Paradisi, 
Clementi, Mendelssohn, Debussy, and Gershwin.   

Mauro Bertoli, an Italian-Canadian classical pianist living in Ottawa, Canada, performs regularly for 
important festivals and in major concert halls throughout Europe, North America, South Korea, Israel, 
Brazil, and China.  A national and international prize-winner, he has won 24 Piano Competitions and 
was the recipient of the prestigious Italian prize Giuseppe Sinopoli Award, awarded personally by 
Giorgio Napolitano, the President of the Italian Republic.  Invited to debut for the recognized 
International Piano Festival of Brescia and Bergamo in Italy (April 2016), Bertoli was awarded the 
prestigious Arturo Benedetti Michelangeli Prize for young interpreters with an emerging international 
career. This prize is awarded by the CAB Foundation in collaboration with the festival to help a young 
musician to develop a career in the music field. 

Bertoli studied piano at the Conservatory of Milan, under the tutelage of Sergio Marengoni, as well as 
with world-renowned pianists across Europe.  He has lived in Ottawa since 2009, where today he is 
Piano Accompanist Professor at the Conservatoire de Musique de Gatineau.  He also is part-time piano 
Professor at Ottawa University.  His CDs have been broadcast on CBC Radio, Radio Camara Brazil, 
Brasilia Super Radio, Radio Classica Bresciana, and Radio Classica Milano, among others. 

The concert is free.  No reservations or tickets are needed.  Donations gladly accepted to help defray costs.  
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Art for All Ages: The “Monet to Matisse” Exhibit 
Sunday, January 20, 2019 at 12:15 pm 

The Jepson Center 
207 West York Street, Savannah, GA 31401 

Please join Telfair Docents Katharine Marshall and Alexandra Talsness for a personalized tour.   We 
will have a soup and salad luncheon in Messiah’s Fellowship Hall before going to the Museum. 

The adult tour is limited to 16 adults.  Please reserve your place by Sunday, January 13 by contacting 
Katharine (610-413-0048; katharine.marshal@gmail.com). 

Families with young children should reserve your place with Alexandra (912-230-5938; 
mothersprayers@bellsouth.net). 

Admission to the Telfair is free for Telfair Members.  Non-members will need to pay admission. 

mailto:katharine.marshal@gmail.com
mailto:mothersprayers@bellsouth.net
mailto:katharine.marshal@gmail.com
mailto:mothersprayers@bellsouth.net


 

Chancel choir will rehearse at 7:00 p.m. each Wednesday in January. 

Women’s choir will rehearse after worship each Sunday in January. 

Men’s chorus will rehearse at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, January 16. 

 

   

  Wednesdays: Handbells will rehearse at 5:45 p.m. 
  each Wednesday in January. 

  Saturdays: January 5 is the Epiphany Tea, so we 
  will meet at 2:00 p.m. that day.  All other 
  Saturdays we will meet at 10:00 a.m. 

 

The Children’s Choir will meet every Sunday in January except January 13.   
After their commendable work singing each of the four Sundays in Advent 
and also on Christmas Eve and learning five new songs (one of which was in 
German!), the children will start working on songs about God's love, with the 
goal of going Valentine caroling to shut-ins in mid February. 
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Mary Maner, 
Director

Diane Boyd, Director

Joy Olson, Director

“We are not judged by the size of our churches, but by the way we inhabit them.”

	 	 	 	 Sister Julienne, Call the Midwife, Season 7, Episode 7 



News from the Education and Discipleship Ministry  
Barbara Tinker, Chairman 

On Sunday, January 6 we will begin a new series entitled 
BELIEVE ~ Living the Story of the Bible to Become Like Jesus by 
Randy Frazee.  Come and “[e]xperience a transformative journey 
through the Bible by exploring essential beliefs, practices, and 
virtues that every Christian needs to know and live. You will 
learn how the story of the Bible helps you think, act, and be more 
like Jesus by examining key questions, studying scripture, and 
learning practical ways to apply the concepts to everyday life.”  

Randy Frazee is the senior minister at Oak Hills Church in San Antonio, Texas.  He teaches and leads in 
partnership with pastor and author Max Lucado. 

So, grab a friend and a cup of coffee and join us for Sunday Morning Discipleship at 10:20 a.m. in the 
conference room. The discussions are always interesting and you will be amazed how your faith grows 
when you share it! 

  Messiah Youth (middle and high) will meet at 
  10:20 a.m. each Sunday in January.  

The Men's Breakfast and Bible Study will begin 2019 with a look at a video 
entitled “Good God Questions - Taking on Really Tough Issues.”  In the seven 
segments, four seminary professors share their thoughts on questions arising 
from the complexities of life and faith. Throughout the study you will find 
affirmation in the necessity of living with questions and finding a path to 
resolution of some of those questions. 

The group will meet at 8:00 a.m. on Wednesdays in the church’s Conference Room.  All men of the 
church and visitors and newcomers are welcome to come for coffee and breakfast. No prior Biblical 
knowledge is necessary.  Here is the schedule for this study: 

January 9  Why does God allow suffering? 
January 16 What are some bad answers to suffering?   
January 23 What are some personal answers to suffering?  
January 30 Do Jews, Muslims, and Christians worship the same God?  
February 6 Why did Jesus have to die?  
February 13 How do I know God's will for my life?  
February 20 If I am forgiven, why will I be judged?  
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The Monday Morning Women’s Bible Study will begin again at 9:30 
a.m. on Monday, January 7, in the church’s Conference Room.   
 
We have had a very nice little vacation — taking off the month of 
December — but it is time to get back to studying the Bible. We will 
begin our Kerygma study entitled "The Odd Couple, Jonah and Ruth."  
I encourage everyone to read the first chapter. 

If you have any questions, please contact Argerie Martin (912-598-8211; martinw720@aol.com) 

Tapestry Family Life! 
Enjoy Winter Family Faith, Food, & Fun 

January 2019 
Contributed by Alexandra Talsness 

“I want you woven into a tapestry of love, in touch with everything there is to know of God.” 
           Colossians 2:2 MSG   
January 6 Winter Break — No meeting 
January 13 2nd Sunday Brunch! 
  Bring a family favorite snack to share! Our Story is Jesus’ Baptism from Luke 3. 
  No Children’s Choir.  
January 20 Martin Luther King, Jr. Weekend Art for All Ages event ~ “Monet to Matisse” 
  (See elsewhere in this newsletter for information about this special event.) 

Soup & Salad luncheon at Messiah after worship.  Then those who are going to the exhibit 
at the Telfair will meet downtown for a special guided tour.   Please let Alexandra know if 
you be attending! 

January 27 Our Story is Simeon Sees Baby Jesus 
 

As Council President, I wish to inform the congregation that the date of January 20 has 
been selected, subject to any changes by Pastor Talsness, for awarding emeritus status to 
our founding pastor, Pastor Jim Peper. This will be a milestone day of celebration, past 
and present, for our church in bestowing this honor to Pastor Peper.  

We say a fond goodbye to council members Lynnetta Hartson and Tom Olson and 
acknowledge and thank them enormously for the solid and thoughtful work they 
each did during their time on Council.  

We welcome to church council Katharine Marshall and Dave Ridberg.  Katharine will be serving as 
chairman of the Worship and Music Ministry; Dave, as chairman of Staff Support/Mutual Ministry.  And 
we’re pleased that Tim Andrews, who was elected to another term, is returning to Council.  We look 
forward to Tim continuing his truly outstanding service to Messiah as chairman of the Property Ministry. 
  
A big Thank You to all council members,  Pastor Talsness, staff, and  all members of this beautiful 
congregation who helped make 2018 a successful, exciting, divine and blessed year in the life of Messiah. 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George Lawrence 
Council President
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    News from the Outreach Ministry  
      Connie Squibb, Chairman 

It was another UNBELIEVABLE season of 
giving at Messiah Lutheran Church!  Here 
are just some of the details …  

Thanksgiving Baskets – 30 food baskets at 
$30 each were shared with families at 
Coastal Georgia Comprehensive Academy 
(“CGCA”). 

Operation Christmas Child – 50 boxes, 
filled to the brim, were mailed. The 
shipping cost was paid for through 
generous giving to the Outreach Ministry. 
  
Lutheran Services of Georgia – 10 infant/
toddlers were given needed and wanted 
gifts, including three highchairs and one 
toddler bed and mattress that were 
purchased with monies from Thrivent 
Financial.  

CGCA gifts – 38 young people at CGCA 
had gifts delivered by our own Steve Derr, 
making their holiday a bit brighter.  An 
additional gift of $250 was given to the 
school from Thrivent Financial. 

Ronald McDonald House – We sent 13 
female and 13 male stockings stuffed with 
goodies to the moms and dads at the 
house.  In addition, 13 $25 gas cards were 
given for use throughout the year.  An 
additional gift of $250 was given to the 
House from Thrivent Financial. 

And … to top all of that off … we had 
additional donations of $1,000 that were 
not utilized that will be given to CGCA for 
use throughout the year.   This money will 
be distributed to families, as determined by 
school administration.  

But, that’s not all! You also continued to 
support America’s Second Harvest with 
your donations of soup!  For December we 
sent 166 cans of soup! You are a generous 
congregation! 

“To whom much is given, much is expected” 
and you have generously supported and 
fulfilled God’s word.  May God continue to 
richly bless and keep each of you!  

 

America’s Second Harvest of Coastal Georgia 
Contributed by Amanda Ridberg 

The “FOOD OF THE MONTH” for this month’s 4th 
Sunday Food Drive (January 27) to support America’s 
Second Harvest is TUNA FISH.  We encourage you to 
bring only this item in January, but all nonperishable 
donations will be gratefully accepted. We will count the 
number of cans of tuna fish received as a measure of 
Messiah’s giving. Watch for BOGO (“Buy One, Get One”) 
or grab your coupon and get some to donate. 
 
Report on December’s Food Drive: We collected 166 cans of soup!   
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We will be volunteering at America’s Second Harvest’s 
warehouse (2501 East President Street) on Wednesday, 
January 23, from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.  This is valuable 
and enjoyable work (just look at the smiling facing in 
the photo!) that benefits the local community.  We will 
pack food in boxes that will be given to people in 
need.  Sign up on the sheet posted on the kiosk in the 
Narthex to help on January 23.  If you would like to 
carpool to the warehouse, please meet in Messiah’s 
parking lot at 12:30 p.m.  If you have any questions, 
talk to Amanda (aprestoridberg@gmail.com; 
203-272-4827). 

Cooks and Conversation 

After Pastor Talsness’s sermon series on the poor, the Outreach Ministry sent 
out a survey, and although only a few were returned, one anonymous form 
was returned asking what we were doing to serve food to seniors.  While we 
are not sure what the intent of the question was, we want to share what it is 
we are doing for seniors who need food/meals. 

Cooks and Conversation is an off shoot of the cooks who prepare meals at 
the Ronald McDonald House.  It is also an extension of the Sonshine 
ministry to provide ready to serve meals, on a moments notice, or for the 

Pastor or others visiting shut-ins.  BUT, it is not “just for members of Messiah.”  It is for our community!  
Do you know someone who just needs a warm meal or soup?  Stop by and grab a dish out of the freezer 
in the kitchen.  Nothing to sign, nothing to do, other than share with others. 

Do you want to help cook?  Do you have a favorite recipe to share?  Lynn Townsend is coordinating the 
“Cooks” portion of the group.  She plans our menu and assures that all the food is ready for us.  The 
cooking dates are planned based on the pace that food is removed, right now about every third month.  
We are hoping to get set specific dates going forward, but right now, we are still learning. 

If you would like to know more about this group, please contact any member of the Outreach Ministry.  
Donations for this group are always welcome.  Please write “Cooks and Conversation” on the memo line 
of your check, place it in the offering plate or leave it in the church office, and it’ll be used to purchase 
food and containers. 

As always, thank you for your support! 
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News from the Parish Life Ministry  
Jill Poole, Chairman 

If you were born in January we want to celebrate you. Please join us in the Fellowship 
Hall after service on January 13 for Birthday Sunday. Enjoy a slice of Birthday Cake 
and a Happy Birthday Serenade from your fellow church members. 

Fruit and sweet treats are always welcome at the Sunday Morning Coffee Hour and 
Fellowship Time.  No time to bake?  Store bought treats are welcome.  The sign up sheet 
is posted on the kiosk in the Narthex.  And MEN of Messiah, we know you enjoy Coffee 
Hour.  But you also should know that this isn’t just a ladies thing!  Don’t bake?  Bring 
store bought treats.  Feel free to sign up to co-host! 

Volunteers Still Wanted — Still Needed! 

Parish Life is seeking volunteers for the Hospitality Ministry. We are 
putting together teams of two to three members who would be responsible 
for Coffee Hour one Sunday a month for at least a one year term. The team 
would be responsible for Coffee Hour set up prior to the Sunday Worship 
Service and clean up afterwards. No cooking is involved! The Sunday treats 
are provided by church members.   This is a fun and rewarding ministry! If 
you have an interest in participating, or want more information,  please 
contact Jill Poole (jilldpoole@aol.com; 912-441-7170). 

This ongoing group of crafty gabbers will get together on Saturday, January 26 at 
9:30 a.m.  They do some crafting, but mostly they enjoy each other’s company.  
Everyone is welcome!  Bring a “project” and come join in the “gabbing.” For more 
information, talk to Argerie Martin, Connie Squibb, or Joy Olson. 
 

Our book club will meet at 4:30 p.m. on Tuesday, January 22 to discuss the 
nonfiction book The Day the World Came to Town (2011, Harper Collins) by 
Jim DeFede. This book is about a small town in Newfoundland where dozens 
of airliners were forced to land after the closing of U.S. airspace on September 
11, 2001 after the terrorist bombings. The incredible hospitality of the citizens 
of Gander for strangers in their midst is a wonderful story. 

The group will meet at the home of Pastor Talsness, 25 Westcross Road, 
Oakridge, The Landings (770-570-7407; skidawaypastorj@gmail.com).  Come and enjoy good food and 
drinks, hosted by Rachel Maloney, while participating in a lively discussion of the book.  All are 
w e l c o m e .  O ff - i s l a n d a t t e n d e e s m a y c o n t a c t R a c h e l ( 6 7 8 - 6 9 7 - 3 4 4 4 ; 
maloneydesignstudio@gmail.com)for a gate pass. 
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Save the Date — Sunday, February 3, 2019! 

🍲 “SOUPER” 🍲 BOWL SUNDAY  

Calling all Messiah Cooks " # $%!  Make a slow cooker of your favorite soup for a 
little friendly Super Bowl game day competition at Messiah.  Make your soup at home and bring it to 

Messiah on Sunday, February 3.  The soup sampling 🥄  will take place after worship in the Fellowship Hall. 

Be sure to bring copies of your recipe to share!  If you don’t like to cook, you can still taste and vote for 
your favorite soup. 😉   

We also will be collecting items for America’s Second Harvest.  Watch the Sunday Bulletin and weekly  
Messiah Minute for more details soon!  For more information, talk to Alexandra Talsness or Jill Poole. 

To the fabulous piano concert at 
our church on Friday, January 11?  
To church on Sundays? To Men’s 
or Women’s Bible Study? To other 
events at church? Maybe you 
aren’t driving any more — or not 
at night — or just don’t feel up to 
driving. The Parish Life Ministry 
has the answer for you! It has a 
Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n C o m m i t t e e ( a 
subcommittee of the Sonshine Committee) 
on call to help, even on a limited basis to 

doctor appointments and for errands. 
Members of this committee would 
love to help.  They are Milda Blaney, 
Mary and Fred Buck, John Duren, 
Andrea Felkins, Lynnetta and Verne 
Hartson, Virginia Hylander, Laura 
Michael, Diane Munroe, Shirley and 
Phil Nack, Tammy and Gerry Quirk, 
Dave Ridberg, Barb Tinker, and 

Linda Turk.  To book a ride, contact Pam 
Allen (e-mail allenpr@comcast.net; Home: 
598-9746; cell: 663-7235).  

News from the Property Ministry  
Tim Andrews, Chairman 

Here and There Around the Church 

Repair to the 12 small dormers and damaged roofing, plus rot repair, has been delayed 
because of weather issues. 

The old columbarium has been removed.  The next steps include pouring a new 
foundation and finishing the off-site construction of the new columbarium.  Installation 
of the new columbarium is still expected to take place during the first quarter of 2019. 

If you see something around the church that needs attention, please tell 
Tim Andrews (612-868-5222; timandrews1114@comcast.net). 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News from the Staff Support Ministry  
Dave Ridberg, Chairman 

“Praise the Lord” ~ Marcia Stinson has graciously agreed to stay as Interim 
Office Administrator through January while we continue our search for a 
permanent employee. 

The Staff Support/Mutual Ministry exists to support the mission of Messiah by 
fostering relationships among the congregation, the Pastor, and paid and 
volunteer staff.  The members of this ministry for 2019 are Pastor Jason 
Talsness, Dave Ridberg, Diane Munroe, and Phil Haug. 

News from the Stewardship Ministry  
George Lawrence, Chairman 

As of December 31, 2018 we had accumulated 52 pledges, totaling $343,740, for 
the 2019 year. We are still hopeful that more members will pledge because it is 
extremely helpful to not only the planning of our annual budget, but the 
execution of it throughout the church year. We encourage those members who 
have not yet pledged to give serious consideration to doing so in the immediate 
future. 

News from the Worship & Music Ministry  
Katharine Marshall, Chairman 

A Word from Tom Olson, Immediate Past Chairman 

To the Messiah congregational members and visitors attending our worship 
services, we truly hope that you have found our worship services to be an 
opportunity to strengthen your faith in the Lord. 

The format of our worship services, the presentation of sermon messages by Pastor Talsness and selected 
substitutes, and the music to be sung by congregational members and music shared through various 
organizations are all so important for our worship services. 

Our Worship and Music Ministry is very open to thanks for fine services, but we also are open to 
questions and comments related to worship service desires and/or changes within the worship services.  
Please feel free to contact the members of the Worship and Music Ministry and Pastor Jason. 

May God continue to Bless all. 
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Liturgical Colors during Epiphany 

“Epiphany” ~ from the Greek for “manifestation” or “appearance” 

On the day of Epiphany (Sunday, January 6, 2019), the church celebrates the revelation of Christ to all 
nations as represented by the magi who come to worship Jesus. The church calendar recognizes the 
season of Epiphany from January 6 until Sunday, March 3 — the last Sunday before Ash Wednesday 
which is celebrated as the Transfiguration of our Lord. The length of the season of Epiphany varies and 
is determined by working backwards through the season of Lent from the moveable date for the 
celebration of Easter. 

Principal Themes 
✝ The revelation of Christ to all nations 
✝ Jesus’ baptism in the River Jordan 
✝ Christ as the light of the world 
✝ The public ministry of Jesus Christ, including Jesus’ first miracle of turning water into wine at the 

wedding at Canaan 
✝ Growth in a Christian’s baptized identity 

Color of the Season 
✝ White, a color associated with the festivals of Christ and suggesting gladness, joy and light for the 

day of Epiphany, the first week after the Epiphany when the Baptism of our Lord is celebrated, 
and the last week of the season of Epiphany when the Transfiguration of our Lord is celebrated. 

✝ Green, the color used for times when festival or penitential colors are not appropriate. Green is 
reminiscent of living plants and suggests spiritual growth. Green is used in the season of 
Epiphany beginning with the second week after the Epiphany until the week before the 
Transfiguration of our Lord is celebrated. 

SOURCE: www.ELCA.org 

[REMAINDER OF PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK] 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Highlights from Church Council’s Meeting on November 20, 2018 

Please note the following highlights have been taken from the minutes 
that were approved at Council’s December 2018 meeting. 

Pastor’s Report.  Pastor Talsness reported the following: 
• New Style Guide Implementation.  The new style guide is being implemented. The bulletin and 

newsletter already have already made advancements.  Outreach has just placed an order for an item 
pertaining to Second Harvest. Evangelism has agreed to oversee a project whereby members can 
purchase shirts that have the Messiah logo. We have purchased some much-needed stationary and 
envelopes as well as new business cards for him.  He is looking into some signage for the interior of 
the church including the Fellowship Hall. 

• Digital Communications.  At the same time the congregation approved the allocation of funds to a 
“Communications Coordinator,” the idea was proposed that the church could upgrade its 
communication via a contract with an outside company instead of hiring a new staff member.  Both 
options will be explored. 

• External Door.  The church office door has an external intercom with camera.  If someone comes to 
the door and cannot get in, they can push the button and notice will go to my phone. This will be 
especially helpful to visitors. 

• Schedule.  He will be out of town on January 13 (a cousin in Saskatawan is getting ordained into the 
Lutheran Church of Canada) and February 8-16 (when he goes to Guatamala).  

• Visitation.  5 Home Visits to sick and elderly, 1 Hospital Visit, and 2 Outings (Council on World 
Affairs Trivia Night and the Chili Cookoff). 

Evangelism Ministry.  Linda Jacla the following: 
• Mobile Welcome Center.  Tom is designing a welcome center made of wood which will move from 

narthex to the fellowship hall. 
• Messiah Spirit Wear is being developed. Mac Oliver and Jim Hazel are putting together samples. 

Church members will have the opportunity to purchase items. 
Property Ministry.  Tim Andrews distributed a brochure called Risk Reporter. The brochure has points 
to consider regarding church security.  There was some discussion about our door key policy and the 
use of keypads. 
Treasurer’s Report. Greg Stinson reported that we are currently $11,000 —$12,000 under budget.  He 
stated that his next area of focus is a review of the various accounts to determine if there are monies that  
could be invested in conservative products such as T-Bills etc.  He is going to talk with our bookkeeper 
regarding the accounts.  
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Messiah Lutheran Church of Skidaway Island 
1 West Ridge Road  
Savannah, GA 31411 

MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH - A STEPHEN MINISTRY CONGREGATION 

CHURCH COUNCIL  
Tim Andrews, Property Ministry Chair, timandrews1114@comcast.net 
Linda Jacla, Evangelism Ministry Chair, ljacla@gmail.com 
George Lawrence, Stewardship Ministry Chair, mppggl13@gmail.com 
Katharine Marshall, Worship and Music Ministry Chair, katharine.marshal@gmail.com  
Jill Poole, Parish Life Ministry Chair, jilldpoole@aol.com 
Dave Ridberg, Staff Support/Mutual Ministry Chair, ridberg@gmail.com 
Connie Squibb, Outreach Ministry Chair, c.squibb01@yahoo.com  
Greg Stinson, Finance Ministry Chair, gtstinson@comcast.net  
Barbara Tinker, Christian Education Ministry Chair, tinker.barbara@gmail.com 
Jason Talsness, Pastor, skidawaypastorj@gmail.com; Cell phone: (770) 570-7407  

CHURCH OFFICERS (Jan. 1 – Dec. 31, 2018) 
George Lawrence, President 
Barbara Tinker, Vice President 
Connie Squibb, Recording Secretary 
Parker Pearson, Treasurer 

CHURCH STAFF 
Jason Talsness, Pastor 
Mary Maner, Choral Director 
Diane Boyd, Church Organist 
Marcia Stinson, Interim Church Secretary (Mon–Fri, 9:30-12:30) 
Barbara Roush, Church Bookkeeper (Tuesday mornings) 

Help Keep Our Records Current 
Have you changed your e-mail address? Moved? Have a new mailing address? New home or cell telephone 
number? New work telephone number? Please share updates with the church office by calling (912) 598-1188 
or e-mailing MessiahSk@gmail.com.  
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