
 
Following a Star to Bethlehem 

In a sermon in November I talked about how the word 
GODISNOWHERE can be read in two ways: GOD IS 
NOWHERE or GOD IS NOW HERE. As people of faith we 
live in overlapping worlds, the world of the physical and the 

world of faith, where many of the principles of Christianity are not readily tangible or visible. 
GODISNOWHERE sums up this dynamic perfectly. Which do you see? A God who is present? Or a 
God who is absent? 
 
Since that Sunday I’ve been asked if I came up with this myself. No, I did not! It will be the theme of an 
upcoming youth event in our denomination in June 2019. I just liked it and thought the congregation 
would benefit from hearing of this curious word combination that illustrates trusting in a God whom 
the world questions the very existence of. 

GODISNOWHERE is a fitting image for Advent. This four-week season before Christmas emphasizes 
preparation and waiting for the advent of the Christ child in Christmas.   All who have waited with 
eager expectation know the trial of trusting whether their hoping will reach fulfillment.  

John the Baptist is featured prominently during Advent. He is the fore-runner to Christ. John the Baptist 
hearkens the way of Christ, calling people to prepare for the soon-to-come savior. God will be here! Our 
preparation is marked by the Advent wreath.  Each week another candle is lit at the beginning of 
worship.  Members use Advent calendars and devotionals at home. If you would like a calendar, we have 
some available at Messiah. Just ask. 
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The Church has a long tradition of Advent midweek worship to prepare for the 
advent of Christ. You are invited to join us in the Fellowship Hall on the first three 
Wednesdays of December at 6:00 p.m. for a light soup supper and then worship at 
6:30 p.m.  Each week will focus on a different aspect of Advent. Worship will 
include portions of the worship service setting “Holden Evening Prayer” by Marty 
Haugen. We also will sing a Christmas carol at the end of each worship service. 

The Theme for Advent Midweek is Following a Star to Bethlehem – The Journey of 
Faith. 

December 5 – Focus: Waiting. It often seems God is not here. But faith is “the 
assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen” (Hebrews 11). In our waiting, we trust 
that God is present in our lives, even when faced with challenges that have yet to be resolved. We walk 
on toward Bethlehem, trusting God will be there.  
  
December 12 – Focus: Accepting. One of life’s hardest lessons is accepting things we cannot change or 
control. The journey to Bethlehem will have burdens. But Christ meets us in our suffering. Accepting 
that God is God and we are not God means a relinquishment of control that most people find 
unpleasant. Advent is about repentance, leaving things behind. Advent is also about acceptance, 
embracing God’s desire to make us his holy people. 

December 19 – Focus: The Journey. Life is a journey, mirroring the walk of the wise men to Bethlehem. 
Sometimes the trudge is uphill.  Sometimes the wind is at our backs. The journey of faith takes us to 
new places. Advent marks the passing of time in our journey. 

Christmas Eve 6:00 p.m. – We celebrate the birth of Jesus. God is now here! Born in an unlikely place, a 
barn in Bethlehem to a couple of lowly estate. Shepherds go see what God has done. Wise men from the 
East bring gifts. We sing the familiar carols and hear the story of Good News. 

As we journey through Advent, I invite you, amidst all the joy that is this season, to keep an eye open for 
God. Where is God present in your life today? What does hearing, once again, the news of our Savior’s 
birth bring to your soul?  

      Have a blessed Advent and Merry Christmas,  
      Pastor Jason Talsness 
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December Announcements 

Copies of the December issue of THE LUTHERAN, the official news magazine of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America, as well as DAILY DEVOTIONAL BOOKLETS for the 4th quarter of 2018, 
are available on the table in the entrance foyer of the sanctuary.  A limited number of LARGE PRINT 
devotionals are available. 

CERTAIN SCHEDULED MEETINGS AND EVENTS IN DECEMBER 

• Birthday Sunday is December 9. If your 
birthday is this month, be sure to come to church 
on the 9th so that we can celebrate your birth! 

• Women’s Monday Morning Bible Study will not 
be meeting in December.  They will begin again 
on Monday, January 7, 2019. 

• Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study will meet each 
Wednesday in December except December 26. 

• Evangelism Ministry will meet at 6:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday, December 11. 

• Craft 'n Gab will meet at 9:30 a.m. on Saturday, 
December 15.  Need a place to wrap those gifts 
while enjoying friends?  Come join the group! 

• Outreach Ministry will meet at 4:30 p.m. on 
Monday, December 17. 

• Church Council will meet at 5:45 p.m. on 
Tuesday, December 18. 

• Evangelism’s Caring Card Ministry will meet at 
9:00 a.m. on Saturday, December 29. 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER OUR SISTERS AND BROTHERS 
† Prayers of support for Ken and Lynn McLauchlan, following the death of Ken’s 
father, Angus Mclauchlan, 98, who died on November 1, 2018, in Baltimore. 
† Prayers of support for Barb Tinker and the family and friends of Barb’s sister-
in-law, Susan M. Sillis, 68, who died suddenly on November 13, 2018, in 
Cincinnati. 
  
† Prayers of healing for our members, friends, and relatives undergoing special 
care and treatment: Ann Farr, Bob Farr, Sarah Jacobson (a friend of Jim Dawson), 

Lindsay Hart, Levi Ingvalson (Lana & Eric Gilster’s four year old grandnephew), Christine Kumagai, Ray 
Kunsman, Bridget (Shirley & Phil Nack’s granddaughter), Judy Nord, Char Ramshaw, Tom Richardson, 
Linda Shadel, Vera (Andrea & Robert Felkins’ granddaughter), and Marguerite Weisemann. 
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This is Christ’s church. There is a place for you here. 

We are the church that shares a living, daring confidence in God’s grace. Liberated by our 
faith, we embrace you as a whole person — questions, complexities and all. Join us as we do 
God’s work in Christ’s name for the life of the world.           SOURCE: www.ELCA.org 

http://www.ELCA.org
http://www.ELCA.org


Christmas is in the air. Trees are going up and decorations are coming out 
both in our homes and in our church. What a wonderful time of the year!  
We are truly blessed with the staff we have at Messiah  Lutheran. Let’s 
make their Christmas a little brighter. We are asking for donations to the 
Staff Christmas Fund. You may contribute by dropping a donation by the 
office, or putting an envelope in the Sunday offering plate. Please write  
“Staff Christmas” on your check’s memo line so we can differentiate 
between the offerings. 

The terms on Church Council of Lynnetta Hartson and Tom Olson will end on 
December 31.  They truly did great work for the church and we appreciate the time 
and energy they put into their ministries.  At the annual meeting of the 
congregation on November 18, 2018, the congregation elected Dave Ridberg, 
Katharine Marshall, and Tim Andrews, each to serve a three year term (January 1, 
2019 — December 31, 2021) on Church Council.  Parker Pearson will continue as 
Treasurer for one year.  Ministry chair assignments going forward are as follows: 

Education & Discipleship Ministry: Barb Tinker 
Evangelism Ministry: Linda Jacla 
Finance Ministry: Greg Stinson 
Parish Life Ministry: Jill Poole 
Property Ministry: Tim Andrews 

Outreach Ministry:  Connie Squibb 
Staff Support/Mutual Ministry: Dave Ridberg 
Stewardship Ministry: George Lawrence 
Worship Ministry:  Katharine Marshall  

Highlights of the annual meeting include the approval of an annual budget for 2019 that, for the first 
time, includes an amount for benevolence as well as setting aside a sum for a new position — 
Communications Coordinator.  Finally, our Capital Campaign, while being a huge success so far, still 
has one year to go. We have paid off the Fellowship Hall Mortgage, but we need to build up a capital 
reserve to meet an aging infrastructure as well as to pay down the Sanctuary Mortgage. As your 
President, I wish to express my humble gratitude for the honor of serving you and God this past year. 
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12/1 Lyric Olson 
12/3 Tom Woiwode 
12/5 Frank Camizzi 
12/5 Phil Nack  
12/7  Roman Camizzi  
12/8  Tom Richardson  
12/9  Terry Blaney  
12/11 Luke Nguyen 
12/11 Elijah Nguyen 

12/11 Ryder Nguyen 
12/11 Tom Olson 
12/12 Hailey Woiwode  
12/13 Eric Gilster 
12/14 George Anderson 
12/21 Jim Poole (III) 
12/22 Ellen Olson 
12/30 Kathy Fritz  

12/3 Connie & Billy Ray’s 30th 
12/6 Liz & Rick Gowthrop’s 21st 
12/21 Lana & Eric Gilster’s 50th! 
12/26 Terri & Terry Breyman’s 39th 
12/26  Sandy & Steve Schmoll’s 33rd 
12/27 Susan & Tom Richardson’s 49th  

Church Office will be closed 
December 24, 25, and 31.

George Lawrence 
Council President

George Lawrence 
Council President



Saturday, December 1 

. . . and the Church 
& the Fellowship Hall! 

MEN OF MESSIAH!  If you can help set up and trim the Christmas 
Tree in the Sanctuary, please be at the church at 8:30 a.m. Questions? 
Call Phil Nack (598-7047). 

WOMEN & MEN & CHILDREN OF MESSIAH! If you can help decorate the rest of the church 
(including the smaller tree in the Fellowship Hall), please be at the church at 9:00 a.m. Questions? Call 
Jill Poole (H: 598-7170; C: 441-7170). 
 

The sanctuary will be decorated with Poinsettias for Christmas. 
We invite you to give a Poinsettia in honor or memory of a loved 
one. The dedications will be listed in the Christmas Eve bulletin. 
The cost is 12.00 per plant. Order envelopes are available in the 
Narthex. Please return your order to the church office, or place it in 
the offering plate, with your payment by Monday, December 10. 

Advent Midweek Worship at Messiah    
“Following a Star to Bethlehem - The Journey of Faith” 

Join us at 6:00 p.m. during Advent in the Fellowship Hall for 
Wednesday Night Soup & Suppers sponsored by Messiah’s Men’s 
Group. No sign-up needed, but it is helpful. Just come, and invite your 
visiting family members, friends and neighbors, too! 

Following this special time of fellowship, there will be a worship 
service in the Fellowship Hall, from 6:30 to 7:00 p.m. Worship will 
feature excerpts from the noted worship service setting Holden 
Evening Prayer by Marty Haugen.  The dates and weekly themes for 
these services are below. 

  December 5:  Waiting 
  December 12:  Accepting 
  December 19: Journeying 
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WHAT: Christmas Party! 
 Brought to you by the Parish Life Ministry  
DATE & TIME: Sunday, December 9, 2018 at 5:30 p.m.  
WHERE: Fellowship Hall 
ACTIVITIES:  Good food, good fellowship, and fun for all with a 
 visit from Santa Claus and the singing of Christmas  
 carols 
DINNER: Potluck! Wine, coffee, hot tea, and ice tea will be 
 provided. We need you to sign up to bring a dish for 
 12 that you would like to share*.  

 * A special invitation to families with children in their midst:  
 Please come as our guests with absolutely no need to provide a dish. 
 We always have so much food, we would like to treat you! 

We need an accurate count so that we can set up enough tables and chairs, so please sign up 
on the kiosk in the Narthex by the deadline of Sunday, December 2 or talk to Cheryl Liebgott 
if you miss the deadline. 

 

Sunday, December 2 
1st Sunday in Advent  
9:00 a.m. Worship Service 
~ Communion 

Wednesday, December 5 
6:00 p.m. Soup & Sandwich Supper 
6:30-7:00 p.m. Advent Worship  
Service 

Sunday, December 9 
2nd Sunday in Advent  
9:00 a.m. Worship Service ~ Communion 
5:30 p.m. Christmas Party 

Wednesday, December 12 
6:00 p.m. Soup & Sandwich Supper 
6:30-7:00 p.m. Advent Worship Service 

Sunday, December 16 
3rd Sunday in Advent 
9:00 a.m. Worship Service ~ Communion 

Wednesday, December 19 
6:00 p.m. Soup & Sandwich Supper  
6:30-7:00 p.m. Advent Worship 
Service 

Sunday, December 23 
4th Sunday in Advent  
9:00 a.m. Worship Service 
~ Communion 

Monday, December 24 
Nativity of our Lord – Christmas Eve  

6:00 p.m. Candlelight Service 
~ Traditional Service of Lessons and Carols 
~ Communion 
5:40 p.m. Music Prelude  
The nursery will be open. 

Tuesday, December 25 
Christmas  
No service on Christmas Day.  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A Visit from the Bishop! 
 

Messiah will have an honored guest at worship on December 9.  
The Reverend H. Julian Gordy, Bishop of the Southeastern Synod 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, will give the 
sermon and be available for a question and answer forum during 
the coffee hour in the Fellowship Hall.  Based in Atlanta, the 
Southeastern Synod consists of 160 congregations located in 
Georgia, Tennessee, Alabama, and Mississippi. 

A native of Newnan, Georgia, Bishop Gordy served congregations 
in Mississippi and Tennessee before his election as bishop of the 
ELCA Southeastern Synod in June 2007. He received the A.B. in 
religion from Mercer University in Macon, Georgia in 1972 and the 
M. Div. from Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary in 1985. He 
was awarded the D.D. degree honoris causa from Newberry College, 
Newberry, SC in 2014. 

  
A long-time proponent of ministries of mercy and justice, Bishop Gordy has been a voice for 
immigrants and refugees, serving as the chair of the Conference of Bishops Immigration Ready Bench. 
He was a founding member of the board of MATS, a unique home for homeless persons in Morristown, 
TN, and of Samaritan Ministry of Jackson County, an ecumenical emergency relief agency on the 
Mississippi Gulf Coast. He serves as a member of the Conference of Bishops Theological and Ethical 
Concerns Committee and was a member of the Criminal Justice Task Force, which wrote the ELCA’s 
social statement on criminal justice reform. 
  
Before attending Southern Seminary, Bishop Gordy worked in university and hospital administration 
and in housing restoration. He is married to the Reverend Dr. P. Morgan Gordy, pastor of Christ 
Lutheran Church in Nashville. They have four children and seven grandchildren. 

 
The formal dedication of pledges for 2019 will be on 
Sunday, December 16 when members will be able to 
submit their pledges at the altar as outward sign of 
sharing their abundance in praise of God. Pledges that 
had been received prior to December 16 also will be 
dedicated at this service.   Please have your pledge card 
ready for this important dedication.   If you will be 
unable to attend worship  on December 16, you may 

return your pledge envelope to the church office or mail it directly to Verne Hartson, 6 Anglers Court, 
Savannah, GA 31411.  Verne is Messiah’s Confidential Financial Secretary. 
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Struggling to find the perfect gift? Or tired of shopping for someone who has everything they need? 
Shop ELCA Good Gifts and choose a life-changing, charitable gift — such as a goat or water well — and 
donate in honor of someone special. 
 
How it Works 
As members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, we believe that God is calling us into the 
world — together. And with generous, loving hands, we can make a difference.  ELCA Good Gifts is 
your opportunity to provide critical support to the ministries and programs that mean the most to you 
and the people you love.  

1. Choose your gift  
Browse and choose the gifts that mean the most to you, or choose gifts to 
give in honor of friends and loved ones.  To view all gifts, visit: 
https://community.elca.org/good-gifts-2017/gg17---show-all?&nccsm=15 

There are three ways to give: 
 Online ELCA.org/goodgifts 
 Phone 800-638-3522 
 Mail Send a check to: 

    Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
    P.O. Box 1809 

    Merrifield, VA 22116-8009 

2.  Get a card 
If your gift is in honor of a friend or loved one, it’s easy to tell them about 
it.  Give online and you may personalize free, printed cards to be sent 
directly to your loved ones. You also may select to send the cards to 
yourself, print them at home, or have them delivered via email. Card 
options will be available after checkout.   Note: These options are only 
available when you give online.  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3.  Change Lives: Where your money goes 
Every project in every community starts with listening. The ELCA believes 
that its congregations, companion churches and partners know their 
communities best. That’s why they identify the needs and priorities in their 
communities, as well as the solutions they believe will make the biggest 
impact.  

The items in the ELCA Good Gifts catalog are real examples from projects 
currently supported through different churchwide ministries. The projects 
have been planned by the ELCA’s partners — meaning that each 

community receives exactly the kind of support they need and none of what they don’t.  These gifts 
support work in 83 countries! 

Your purchase of an ELCA Good Gift will be used where it is needed most within the wider category of 
each gift you’ve selected. (For example, a gift of vaccinations may be used to support other health care 
initiatives.) This allows our church to stay adaptive, flexible and effective in the work that we do. 

More than 90% of your gifts directly supports ELCA’s programs. Less than 10% is used for 
administration and fundraising.  Your gift is tax-deductible as allowed by law. You’ll receive a receipt of 
your gift for your records. 
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The Talsness Family 
cordially invites you to  

Warmth & Cheer! 
Our 2nd Annual Christmas Eve Dinner 

Monday, 24 December, 2018 

You are welcome at our home directly 
following Messiah’s Christmas Eve Worship Service 

for appetizers, soup, bread and sweets.  
Please bring your favorite beverage and/or dessert to share. 

Kindly RSVP to Alexandra at motherprayers@bellsouth.net 
by Thursday, 20 December if you are able to join us.

mailto:motherprayers@bellsouth.net
mailto:motherprayers@bellsouth.net


 
Chancel choir will rehearse at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, December 5, 12, 
and 19. 

Women/Youth choir will rehearse after worship on Sunday, December 2 
and 9. 

Men’s chorus will rehearse at 5:45 p.m. on Wednesday, December 5 and 19, 
before the Advent Suppers. 

  December’s Rehearsal Schedule 

  Wednesdays, December 5, 12, and 19 at 5:00 p.m. 

  Saturday, December 1 at 2:00 p.m. 
  Saturdays, December 8, 15, and 29 at 10:00 a.m. 

 

December’s Rehearsal Schedule 

 The Children’s Choir will practice the first four Sundays in 
December during the Sunday School hour. The children will be 
singing each of the four Sundays in Advent and also Christmas 
Eve.  They are working on five new songs, and one of them is in 
German! 

 Brass Plus will rehearse on Saturday, December 8, 15, and 22. 
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Mary Maner, 
Director

Diane Boyd, Director

Joy Olson, Director



A Christmas Concert 

Date: Friday, December 14 
Time: 7:30 p.m. 
Place: Messiah Lutheran Church 
What: SING ALLELUIA!  I Cantori, Savannah’s premier chamber 

choir, presents its 28th annual Christmas concert in 
celebration of the holiday season.   The program will 
include works by Michael Praetorius, Benjamin Britten, 
and Sergei Rachmaninoff, as well as familiar Christmas 
music such as White Christmas, Deck the Halls, and The 
Christmas Song.   Their wish is for you to “Have Yourself a 
Merry Little Christmas.” 

More: Featuring a 24-voice chamber ensemble, the group has 
been performing since 1991 when it was founded by its 
current director, Dr. Robert L. Harris.  The group specializes in presenting concerts of diverse 
and unusual choral repertoire.  Choral Conductor Robert Harris is a professor of choirs at 
Georgia Southern University. 

Cost: Admission is 20 for adults/10 for students.  Tickets are available at the door,  from choir 
members, or by calling (912) 925-7866. 

News from the Education and Discipleship Ministry  
Barbara Tinker, Chairman 

 
How to Get What You Want. In this four-part study, Andy Stanley 
reveals how to get what you really want. Lurking in the shadows 
of what we want is what we value. You’ll never get what you really 
want until you discover what you really value. Jesus challenged all 
of our assumptions about what is valuable and what is not. He 
pointed us toward a different kind of wanting. If you follow Him, 
you’ll pursue what is of greatest value.   We all have wants. Life 
can feel like a constant pursuit of those wants. We want to do 
what we want to do. We want constant pleasure. And we want 

what we want now. But actually getting what we want can be tricky . . . and even dangerous. It usually 
leaves us wanting more. If what we want leads to a cycle of wanting more and more, maybe we want the 
wrong things. So, what do you want? 

So, grab a friend and a cup of coffee and join us for Sunday Morning Discipleship at 10:20 a.m. in the 
conference room. The discussions are always interesting and you will be amazed how your faith grows 
when you share it! 
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Messiah Youth (middle and high) will meet at 10:20 a.m. 

 each Sunday in December.  

The Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study will meet each Wednesday in December, 
except December 26, at 8:00 a.m. in Messiah Lutheran’s Conference Room.  All 
men are welcome to come for coffee and breakfast.  No prior Biblical 
knowledge is necessary! 
 

The Monday Morning Women’s Bible Study will not be meeting in 
December.  We will begin again on Monday, January 7, in the church’s 
Conference Room.   Our study at that time will be “An Odd Couple, 
Jonah and Ruth.”  If you are free that Monday morning at 9:30, come 
and join us.  I am sure you will enjoy it.  For more information, please 
contact Argerie Martin (912-598-8211; martinw720@aol.com).  

Tapestry Family Life! 
Intergenerational Discipleship  

Family Fun December 2018 
Contributed by Alexandra Talsness 

“I want you woven into a tapestry of love,  
in touch with everything there is to know of God.” 

Colossians 2:2 MSG  

Because the children will be working very hard to rehearse and prepare for singing in worship each 
Sunday in Advent, we will enjoy some Family Fun this month!   

December 2 Family Fun 
 We will make Family Advent wreaths to take home.  

December 9 Second Sunday Brunch and Family Fun! 
 Bring your family’s favorite appetizer to offset the sugar of Birthday (Cake!) Sunday! 😉  

December 16 Family Fun Sunday  
 Indoor Snowball Fight! ❄  Don’t miss it! 

December 24 NO Tapestry Gathering  

December 30 NO Tapestry Gathering 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    News from the Outreach Ministry  
      Connie Squibb, Chairman 

Christmas is coming and this year 
we are featuring not one, not two, 
but THREE GIVING TREES as 
paths by which Messiah members 
may g ive generously to the 
c o m m u n i t y.  Th e s e t h r e e 
opportunities to give to our 
community will be ready for you, 
with instructions and dates, on 
Sunday, December 2.  There will be 
three different trees with gift tags 
and instructions for each. 

Our first tree will be for Coastal Georgia 
Comprehensive Academy (CGCA — 
member Steve Derr’s school), which will 
have names of children within the school 
who need our help to enjoy Christmas.  
There will be an ornament on the tree with 
all the information for giving to these 
special children.  

Tree two will be for Ronald McDonald 
House.  As in past years, this will be a 

stocking for either a 
mom or a dad of a 
c h i l d w h o i s 
currently in the 
hospital.  You will 
have a list of items to get to fill the 
stocking.  The items are available at 
a dollar store or Walmart. 

Our newest addition is for Lutheran 
Services of Georgia.  We have ten 

children with requests.  This tree has 
several “special requests,” so be sure to 
understand what is required before taking 
on this responsibility.  These items need to 
be returned to the church, UNWRAPPED, 
with the receipt and a gift bag to hold the 
gift by Sunday, December 9 — that’s only 
one week to do your shopping. 

There will be a member of the Outreach 
Ministry at each tree before and after the 
worship service to assist you with your 
decision.  

 

America’s Second Harvest of Coastal Georgia 
Contributed by Amanda Ridberg 

The “FOOD OF THE MONTH” for this month’s 4th 
Sunday Food Drive (December 23) to support America’s 
Second Harvest is SOUP — any kind.  We encourage you 
to bring only this item in December, but all 
nonperishable donations will be gratefully accepted. We 
will count the number of soup cans received as a measure of Messiah’s giving. 
Watch for BOGO (“Buy One, Get One”) or grab your coupon and get some to 
donate. 
 
Report on November’s Food Drive: We collected 100 boxes of cereal, which is 
GREAT considering cereal is a larger and more  item! 
 

Note:  There will be no scheduled volunteer session at the warehouse in December. 
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News from the Parish Life Ministry  
Jill Poole, Chairman 

If you were born in December we want to celebrate you. Please join us in the 
Fellowship Hall after service on December 9 for Birthday Sunday. Enjoy a slice 
of Birthday Cake and a Happy Birthday Serenade from your fellow church 
members. 

Fruit and sweet treats are always welcome at the Sunday Morning Coffee 
Hour and Fellowship Time.  No time to bake?  Store bought treats are 
welcome.  The sign up sheet is posted on the kiosk in the Narthex.  And 
MEN of Messiah, we know you enjoy Coffee Hour.  But you also should 
know that this isn’t just a ladies thing!  Feel free to sign up to co-host! 

Volunteers Wanted — Needed! 

Parish Life is seeking volunteers for the Hospitality Ministry. We are 
putting together teams of two to three members who would be 
responsible for Coffee Hour one Sunday a month for at least a one year 
term. The team would be responsible for Coffee Hour set up prior to 
the Sunday Worship Service and clean up afterwards. No cooking is 
involved! The Sunday treats are provided by church members.   This is 
a fun and rewarding ministry! If you have an interest in participating, 
or w ant more i n for mat i on ,  pl e as e c ont a c t Ji l l Po ol e 
(jilldpoole@aol.com; 912-441-7170). 

 

December’s Craft 'n Gab 
Saturday, December 15 at 9:30 a.m.  

The Craft 'n Gab group will be wrapping their Christmas presents, so if you 
have gifts to wrap, bring them and wrapping paper and bows and get the 
job done while enjoying the company of good friends! 
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LADIES OF MESSIAH:  Plan now to attend the Ladies’ 
Epiphany Tea on Saturday, January 5, 2019, starting at 
10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  Please signup on the 
sheet posted on the kiosk in the Narthex. 

Following tradition at this event, we will reveal who your 
Secret Pal was in 2018 and have signup for new Secret Pals 
for 2019, but you DO NOT have to participate in Secret 
Pals to attend this tea! If you can’t attend, but would like a 
Secret Pal, please let Argerie Martin or Connie Squibb 
know and they will include you. 

If you have attended this event in the past, we welcome you back. 
If you have never attended, please come! 

To the Advent Wednesday evening 
suppers and worship?  To the 
Christmas Party?  To the Talsness 
Christmas Eve Dinner?  To church 
on Sundays? To Men’s or Women’s 
Bible Study? To other events at 
church? Maybe you aren’t driving 
any more — or not at night — or 
just don’t feel up to driving. The 
Parish Life Ministry has the answer for you! 
It has a Transportation Committee (a 
subcommittee of the Sonshine Committee) 
on call to help, even on a limited basis to 

doctor appointments and for 
e r r a n d s . M e m b e r s o f t h i s 
committee would love to help.  
They are Milda Blaney, Mary and 
Fred Buck, John Duren, Andrea 
Felkins, Lynnetta and Verne 
Hartson, Virginia Hylander, Laura 
Michael, Diane Munroe, Shirley 

and Phil Nack, Tammy and Gerry 
Quirk, Dave Ridberg, Barb Tinker, and 
Linda Turk.  To book a ride, contact Pam 
Allen (e-mail allenpr@comcast.net; Home: 
598-9746; cell: 663-7235).  

News from the Property Ministry  
Tim Andrews, Chairman 

Here and There Around the Church 

Repair to 12 dormers and damaged roofing, plus rot repair, is expected to start Monday, 
December 10, 2018. 

As reported in previous newsletter, the Columbarium must be replaced.  All ashes have 
been removed, demolition has begun, and manufacturing of the new columbarium is 
under way. 

If you see something around the church that needs attention, please tell 
Tim Andrews (612-868-5222; timandrews1114@comcast.net). 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              News from the Worship & Music Ministry  
Tom Olson, Chairman 

Liturgical Colors 

What are the meaning and use of liturgical colors during Advent and Christmas? In the Christian 
tradition colors are used for vestments and paraments, but a unified system of colors developed only 
gradually and haphazardly until and through the Middle Ages. Today, the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America provides a system of colors for use by its membercongregations.  The colors serve to adorn 
the worship space, and to call attention to the nature of the season or festival being celebrated. A brief 
summary of their usage during Advent and Christmas follows. 

Advent: Blue is used for Advent’s references to hope. The use of the color blue originated in Scandinavia, 
probably because purple dye was too expensive for churches to use. The alternate color for Advent is 
purple, the royal color of the coming King (note that this is a different meaning than when it is used in 
Lent). 

Christmas: White is used as a reference to the purity of the newborn Christ and to our light and joy in 
him. The Christmas season celebrates the birth of Jesus Christ, the incarnation of God. It lasts for 12 
days, December 24 through January 5, the eve of the Epiphany of our Lord. 

SOURCE: www.ELCA.org  

[REMAINDER OF PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK] 
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Highlights from Church Council’s Meeting on October 23, 2018 

Please note the following highlights have been taken from the minutes 
that were approved at Council’s November 2018 meeting. 

Pastor’s Report.  Pastor Talsness reported the following: 
• Communications Coordinator. The proposed 2019 Budget includes money for a new position —  

someone who would provide much-needed help on the technology front. Communication is the life-
blood of a congregation. Our society has changed in the way it communicates. Though our church is 
decent in communicating within the church, we need to improve how we communicate with new and 
prospective members. The implementation of this skill-set into our ministry will enhance 
communication immensely. 

• Visitation.  4 Home Visits to sick and elderly, 1 Evangelism Visit, and 2 Outings (Leading worship at 
The Marshes and attending a surprise birthday party). 

Evangelism Ministry.  Linda Jacla reported that our publicity is being redesigned with an emphasis on 
Advent and Christmas. 
Outreach Ministry.  Connie Squibb reported the following: 
• America’s Second Harvest.  Bags for monthly food donations will use the new logo and demonstrate 

our partnership with America’s Second Harvest of Coastal Georgia. 
• Lutheran Services of Georgia.  Outreach members have met the new Executive Director of LSG and 

have agreed to add ten children to our Christmas projects.   
• Union Mission Lunch N Learn.  Three Outreach members will attend this event on November 1.  
• Farm Truck.  Outreach will be giving a donation on behalf of the congregation to continue support of 

the farm truck and its work. 
Parish Life Ministry.  Jill Poole reported the following: 
• Octoberfest.  179 tickets were sold. 
• Blessing of the Pets.  Twenty people attended with their pets. 
• Parish Hospital Ministry.  Cheryl Liebgott, Co-Chair, would like assistance for the Sunday morning 

portion of the position, but is willing to do “big events.” 
Property Ministry.  Tim Andrews reported the following: 
• Painting.  Painting is completed on the front the church.  Several issues with the “cap” roofs were 

found and need attention.  The anticipated cost of $4,500 will be expensed from capital funds. 
• Columbarium.  A donor has come forward and will pay for the new columbarium.  It is expected to be 

completed early in the first quarter of 2019.  Fox and Weeks, at no cost, will store the cremated 
remains during the removal of our current columbarium and the installation of the new one. 

Staff Support/Mutual Ministry. 
• With Pastor Talsness and Greg Stinson temporarily excused from the meeting, Council reviewed 

proposed recommendations for salary increases for all staff.  There was discussion that our year over 
year increases, questions about alignment with synod and ELCA recommendations, and the need for 
budget should be prepared after salary discussions.  A motion was approved to accept the 
recommendations from Mutual Ministry for inclusion in the budget and for budget changes to be 
made before the congregational meeting. 

• With Pastor Talsness and Greg Stinson present, a handout on Continuing Education for pastors was 
distributed.  This is a recommendation of the Synod compensation and benefit guidelines.  Based on 
the recommendations, a new line item 5802, Pastor’s continuing education, to include $1,000 will be 
developed and an additional $2,000 will be added to staff reimbursement to cover travel related to 
continuing education.  Changes will be made for the annual congregational meeting presentation. 
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Pages from our Photo Album 

Sunday, November 4  
 

Sunday, November 11 

Pastor Jason was out of town, so Connie 
Squibb let the congregation in singing 
Happy Birthday to November honorees 
Lynnetta Hartson and Tim Andrews. 
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As Amanda Ridberg shared under the Outreach Ministry’s 
Report, November’s Food Drive for America’s Second Harvest 
yielded 100 boxes of cereal! 

Thursday, November 29 

November’s Ladies Night Out at Pearl’s Saltwater 
Grill was a fun time, attended by 25 Messiah 
members and friends. 
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Messiah Lutheran Church of Skidaway Island 
1 West Ridge Road  
Savannah, GA 31411 

MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH - A STEPHEN MINISTRY CONGREGATION 

CHURCH COUNCIL  
Tim Andrews, Property Ministry Chair, timandrews1114@comcast.net 
Lynnetta Hartson, Staff Support/Mutual Ministry Chair, lhartson@comcast.net 
Linda Jacla, Evangelism Ministry Chair, ljacla@gmail.com 
George Lawrence, Stewardship Ministry Chair, mppggl13@gmail.com 
Tom Olson, Worship and Music Ministry Chair, tolson@kernengineering.com  
Jill Poole, Parish Life Ministry Chair, jilldpoole@aol.com 
Connie Squibb, Outreach Ministry Chair, c.squibb01@yahoo.com  
Greg Stinson, Finance Ministry Chair, gtstinson@comcast.net  
Barbara Tinker, Christian Education Ministry Chair, tinker.barbara@gmail.com 
Jason Talsness, Pastor, skidawaypastorj@gmail.com; Cell phone: (770) 570-7407  

CHURCH OFFICERS (Jan. 1 – Dec. 31, 2018) 
George Lawrence, President 
Barbara Tinker, Vice President 
Connie Squibb, Recording Secretary 
Parker Pearson, Treasurer 

CHURCH STAFF 
Jason Talsness, Pastor 
Mary Maner, Choral Director 
Diane Boyd, Church Organist 
Marcia Stinson, Interim Church Secretary (Mon–Fri, 9:30-12:30) 
Barbara Roush, Church Bookkeeper (Tuesday mornings) 

Help Keep Our Records Current 
Have you changed your e-mail address? Moved? Have a new mailing address? New home or cell telephone 
number? New work telephone number? Please share updates with the church office by calling (912) 598-1188 
or e-mailing MessiahSk@gmail.com.  

Newsletter production by Parish Life Ministry 
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