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Further Thoughts on the Columbarium

Last month we informed the congregation
of the decision to replace the
columbarium.  A copy of the letter is also
in this newsletter. Time and space did not
allow for some thoughts I have on the
subject, so I will share them with you
here.  

What’s a Columbarium?
When word first got out about the
problems we were having with the
columbarium and our solution to the
problem, the question “What’s a
columbarium?” was asked by long-time
Christians and longtime members. It
was then clear to me that this may be
the least-talked about aspect of
Messiah’s ministry.

Behind the sanctuary is our Memorial Garden. When you walk in you will see a fountain
with running water, beautiful foliage and toward the back there’s a structure called a
“Columbarium.”  The columbarium contains niches where cremated remains are stored.
The names of the deceased are written along with the years they lived. There also is an
area in the garden where the cremated remains are scattered; there is a plaque with the
names of those whose remains are in that section of the garden.

Discomfort with Death
Many people are not comfortable dealing with the topic of death. Everyone knows it is an
inevitability….yet often times we’d rather avoid the topic altogether. Death brings up grief
and the pain of the loss of loved ones. But silence on death lends to its power. Our
avoiding the topic adds to our ignorance about a fact of life that our society would just as
soon ignore.
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Here at the church, at the center of Christianity, is the claim that Jesus
is the Son of God and that in Jesus’ resurrection he is victorious over
death. Yes, death is harsh and painful, as we see in the crucifixion, but
Jesus rose from the dead to show us that in him we have life. Death is
defeated. Christ frees us to look at death for what it is, and this takes
away death’s power.

The Communion of Saints
If you have ever visited churches in Europe or in the rural United States, you will often see
a cemetery as a part of the church grounds. There is a beauty in having a physical marker
such as the Memorial Garden indicating the presence of previous generations of Christians
who now are in heaven with God.

Our Apostles’ Creed refers to the “Communion of
Saints” – Christians of every generation who are
now in heaven with God, worshiping him in
paradise. Hebrews 12:1 says that we are surrounded
by a “cloud of witnesses,” those who have gone
before us who now reside with God. Having a place
of remembrance for these witnesses is noble and
good thing for a house of faith to do.

There will be a meeting to discuss the subject of the columbarium, what we plan for its
design, what the timeline is, as well as time for further questions and discussions on
Sunday, October 14 after worship in the library which is located on the far end of the
Fellowship Hall. 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also
lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely,[a] and let us run with
perseverance the race that is set before us.       Hebrews 12:1

Your Brother in Christ, 
Pastor Jason Talsness

You have a story!  – Spiritual Memoir Writing Class

Spiritual memoirs are a way to record a person’s memories
and reflect on their meaning. Pastor Talsness will be
facilitating a once-a-month writer’s group to support people
as they record their memoirs.  There will be a one-hour
introductory discussion on Thursday, October 25 at 3:30
p.m. in Messiah’s Conference Room.  The discussion will
explain what spiritual memoirs are and why members may
want to write their memoirs.
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On September 26, 2018, the following letter was sent to the congregation
regarding Church Council’s decision to replace the columbarium.

Dear Congregation of Messiah,

Messiah is blessed to have a beautiful memorial garden. It is a well- maintained space
containing a columbarium, where families and friends can pay their respects to their
loved ones who now reside in heaven with Our Lord. 

Unfortunately, in recent years there have been problems with the columbarium. The
hinges that attach the marble slates are prone to breaking, causing the slates to fall and
break. Each slate that breaks costs $3000 to replace and re-engrave. In the last two
years, three slates have broken.

The council has made the difficult decision to replace the columbarium. A team has
researched and chosen a columbarium that has optimal style and appearance. The
shape of the columbarium will be the same. The placement of niches will be the same
as the previous columbarium. The color will be generally the same. The cost of this new
columbarium is projected to be $45,000.

Our goal for having the installation of the new columbarium is during the first quarter
of 2019. The transition into the new columbarium will involve the temporary removal
and storage of the urns. Families will have the option of storing the urns themselves or
having the urns stored at a local reputable funeral home. The transition process into the
new columbarium may take as long as four weeks. 

There will be a re-interment service led by Pastor Talsness when the urns are placed in
the new columbarium. On another date there will be a special dedication service.

We are aware of the sensitivity of this matter and regret if this message brings any grief
to the families who have entrusted Messiah to the care of their loved ones. 

Understandably, some may have questions and they may be directed to Property Chair
Tim Andrews, John Duren, Frank Liebgott, or Pastor Talsness. We will be offering a
question and answer session on Sunday, October 14th after worship in the library.

As we embark on what will ultimately be an improvement to Messiah’s ministry, we do
well to remember that this earth is our temporary home. We stand on the promises of
scripture, that our eternal home with God in heaven with his saints. 

But our citizenship is in heaven, and it is from there that we are expecting
a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.       Philippians 3:20

In Christ’s Love and Mercy, 
Tim Andrews, Property Chair    John Duren    Frank Liebgott    Pastor Jason Talsness
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† Prayers of support for Fred Buck and his family as he mourns the death
of his stepmother, Julia Buck, 89, of Midway, GA, who died on September 16,
2018, after a long illness.

† Prayers of healing for our members, friends, and relatives undergoing
special care and treatment: Sandy Clarke, John Duren, Ann Farr, Bob
Farr, Sarah Jacobson (a friend of Jim Dawson), Jen Hylander (Ken
Hylander’s mother who is recovering from hip surgery after a fall), Lindsay
Hart, Levi Ingvalson (Lana & Eric Gilster’s four year old grandnephew),
Christine Kumagai, Ray Kunsman, Bridget (Shirley & Phil Nack’s
granddaughter), Judy Nord, Char Ramshaw, Tom Richardson, Linda
Shadel, infant Vera (Andrea & Robert Felkins’ granddaughter, and
Marguerite Weisemann.

October Announcements

Copies of the October issue of THE LUTHERAN, the official news magazine of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America, as well as DAILY DEVOTIONAL BOOKLETS for the 4th quarter
of 2018, are available on the table in the entrance foyer of the sanctuary.  Also, a limited
number of LARGE PRINT devotionals are available.

CERTAIN SCHEDULED MEETINGS AND EVENTS IN OCTOBER< Birthday Sunday is October 14.  If your birthday is this month, be sure to come to
church on the 14th so that we can celebrate your birth!< Women’s Monday Morning Bible Study will meet each Monday in October.  See within
for more information.< Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study will meet each Wednesday in October.  See within for
more information.< Craft 'n Gab will meet at 9:30 a.m. on Saturday, October 6.< Evangelism Ministry will meet at 6:00 p.m. on Monday, October 9.< Church Council will meet at 5:45 p.m. on Tuesday, October 23.< Staff Support/Mutual Ministry will meet at 10:30 a.m. on Tuesday, October 23.< Evangelism’s Caring Card Ministry will meet at 9:30 a.m. on Saturday, October 28.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER OUR SISTERS AND BROTHERS

Notice of Annual Congregational Meeting

The Annual Congregational Meeting of Messiah Lutheran Church will be on
Sunday, November 18, 2018, following the worship service.  All active,
baptized members are encouraged to attend this important meeting, the
purpose of which is to receive annual reports, adopt a budget for 2019, elect
members to service three-year terms on Church Council, and elect members
to serve on the Nominating Committee and the Audit Committee.  The Nursery
will be available.
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The church office will be
closed on Columbus Day,
Monday, October 8.

Change of Contact Information

Lesley Michael
Savannah Square
Health Center, 1st Floor, Room 310
(912) 629-7384 Ext. 8310
(Hoping to be back home soon!)

Contact Information for New Members
(Photos & introduction to new members will be in November’s newsletter)

Judy Lawrence
11900 White Bluff Rd.
#0108
Savannah, GA  31419
(612) 963-7234
JUDYL659@gmail.com

Carol J. Swinford
15 Bresseler Blvd.
Apt. D15
Savannah, GA  31419
(912) 572-4590

Eve and Armand Wells
7 Brisbane Ct.
Savannah, GA  31411
(912) 335-1887
armandwells@comcast.net

Quick Facts: Good stuff to know
about the ELCA

Fact 3: ELCA congregations are led
by gifted men and women who
have been called by God to serve
their community. The ELCA calls
both women and men to serve as
pastors and lay rostered leaders.

As of September 15, 2017, there
were 17,460 leaders on the ELCA
roster including 1,228 Ministers of
Word and Service and 16,232
Ministers of Word and Sacrament.
In 2017, nearly 27% of clergy on
the ELCA roster were women. In
the ELCA’s seven seminaries, the
numbers of women and men
preparing for ministry are about
equal.

About 86% of ordained women and
83% of ordained men are actively
serving in congregations.

Where were we a year ago?

Deep into a month long
commemoration of the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation

10/5 Alicia & Andy Shillington’s 23rd
10/6 Norrita & Jerry Thorne’s 56th
10/15 Ethel & Carr Baldwin’s 63rd
10/22 Layne & Gary Rabold’s 52nd

10/1 Linda Jacla
10/2 Taylor Derr
10/3 Anne Gladden
10/4 Eve Wells
10/5 Liz Gowthrop
10/6 Christine Lind
10/6 Lynn Townsend
10/12 Fred Buck
10/15 Elizabeth Poole
10/16 Zachary Samuels
10/17 Joan Jacobson
10/17 Ron Whitaker
10/18 Michele Derr

10/20 Carol Duren
10/22 Fayha Polite
10/23 Maurine Bagwell
10/23 Anne Jeanblanc
10/25 Steve Derr
10/25 Rich Reinhardt
10/25 Pastor Jason Talsness
10/27 Jill Poole
10/28 George Lawrence
10/29 Jo Harris
10/29 Billy Ray
10/31 Mary Meyer
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Contributed by
Linda Jacla

A MEN’S GROUP EVENT

Annual Blessing of the Animals
Sunday, October 7 at 4:00 p.m.

Messiah Lutheran Church

Whether your pets walk, gallop, fly, swim, or slither, bring them to this
Celebration and Blessing of the Animals in remembrance of St. Francis
of Assisi’s love and care for creation and all of God’s creatures.  Everyone
is welcome!  Invite your friends and neighbors!  We will have a worship
service followed by a blessing ceremony. If you are willing to help with
hospitality, 3-4 people are needed.  Please contact Pastor Jason Talsness.

This event is a joint ministry of Messiah Lutheran Church
and St. Peter’s Episcopal Church.

Our energetic Men’s Group has scheduled this year’s Oktoberfest for
Friday, October 12 at 6:00 p.m.  Tickets are on sale now
($30/person; children under 12 free) and purchase in advance is
much appreciated.  The usual good food and drinks will be served
– real German potato salad, brats, red cabbage and sauerkraut!
Beer, wine and soft drinks included!  The German Oompah band
will be playing and there will be a dance contest, so wear your best
lederhosen and dirndl!

Expect good fellowship among old friends and new acquaintances!

A Joint Social Event of the Evangelism and Parish Life Ministries

Our October Ladies Night Out will be at 6:00 p.m. on Thursday,
October 25, in the Fellowship Hall.  This gathering will feature Dinner
and Bingo! 

There will be a sign up sheet on the kiosk in the Narthex or you can
e-mail Linda Jacla (ljacla@gmail.com).  Please feel free to invite a friend.
If you need a ride, just let Linda know.

This is Christ’s church.  There is a place for you here.

We are the church that shares a living, daring confidence in God’s grace.
Liberated by our faith, we embrace you as a whole person — questions,
complexities and all.  Join us as we do God’s work in Christ’s name for the life
of the world. SOURCE: www.ELCA.org
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Contributed by
George Lawrence,
Council President

Joy Olson

Diane Boyd

Mary Maner

News from the Worship & Music Ministry
Tom Olson, Chairman

The handbell choir is ready to play for the first time this fall. We will play
the Prelude on October 7, “Come Christians Join to Sing.”  We will play
again in November and already are beginning to get ready for Advent. The
handbell choir practices at 5:45 p.m. on Wednesdays and anyone who
would like to learn to ring is welcome to come to our Saturday rehearsals
a t 10:00 a.m.  We have a wonderful, fun group of women, but would
welcome anyone to join us.  For more information, please contact Diane
(dianelboyd@comcast.net; 912-414-5972).

The Children’s Choir will rehearse at 10:20 a.m. every
Sunday in October.  We have lots of fun new music to
learn and share. You will be getting words and links to
music online.  This promises to be a big year for us with
lots of singing!  See you on Sundays!  Joy  

Chancel choir will rehearse each Wednesday in October at 7:00 p.m.

Women/youth choir will begin its regular rehearsal schedule in October,
starting Sunday, October 7 at 10:05 a.m. following worship.

Men’s chorus also will begin its regular schedule in October, rehearsing
the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m., October 3 and 17.

As President of Council I wish to thank the congregation for their
affirmative vote on September 30 changing our bylaw that pertains to
how Messiah determines how to disperse funds to the greater
denomination as well as to other worthy local charities.  This newly
adopted By-Law gives your Council flexibility in tailoring benevolence to
the church’s financial viability, rather than to a fixed percentage. It also
empowers the congregation to give final approval to this expense
because it will now be presented to the congregation, at each year’s
annual congregational meeting, as a line item figure on the expense side
of the budget ledger.
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& Bible Study

News from the Education and Discipleship Ministry
Barbara Tinker, Chairman

Please join us each Sunday in October as we continue the
six week DVD series entitled The Daniel Prayer by Anne
Graham Lotz, an American Protestant evangelist.  She is
the second daughter of evangelist Billy Graham and his
wife Ruth Graham. She founded AnGeL Ministries, and is
the author of 11 books, of which her best known is Just
Give Me Jesus.

This course provides a format for Bible study that will
enable you to not only discover for yourself the eternal truths revealed by God in the Bible,
but also to hear God speaking personally to you through His Word. This series will challenge
you to hear and apply God’s Word as never before so your prayers will become more
effective as your faith is deepened and your personal relationship with God is strengthened.

So, grab a friend and a cup of coffee and join us for Sunday Morning Discipleship at
10:20 a.m. in the conference room. The discussions are always interesting and you will be
amazed how your faith grows when you share it!

The Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study will meet each Wednesday in
October at 8:00 a.m. in Messiah Lutheran’s Conference Room.  All men
are welcome to come for coffee and breakfast.  No prior Biblical
knowledge necessary.

Starting on Halloween, this group will delve into Strange and Scary Bible
Stories!  The over-arching message of the Bible is that God loves the
world. But throughout the 66 books that make up the Bible, there are
many stories that modern readers find perplexing and even bizarre.

MARK THE DATE!  Sunday School for Messiah Youth (middle and
high school) meets at 10:20 a.m. each Sunday in October.

This Bible Study group meets on Mondays at 9:30 a.m. in the
conference room.  We have just started the seven week Kerygma
study titled “Isaiah: Holy, Holy, Holy” which focuses on Chapters
1-39.  Come and join us on Monday mornings.  For more
information, please contact Argerie Martin (912-598-8211;
martinw720@aol.com).

Contributed by Barb Tinker

Contributed by
Argerie Martin
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Tapestry Family Life!
Let’s Look at Luke!

Contributed by Alexandra Talsness

Come join the intergenerational fun on Sunday after worship!
Parents, grandparents, friends, and kiddos ages 0-5th grade

are invited to learn together about Jesus’ life.

October Calendar

Theme Date Sunday Type Story from Luke

Jesus
Is
Our
Good
Wise
Faithful
Friend

October 7 Columbus Day Storyteller Sunday
10:15-10:30 in the Family Room

Children’s Choice

October 14 Gathering Sunday
2nd Sunday Brunch* at 11:00

Satan tempts Jesus

October 21 Gathering Sunday 4 Fishermen follow
Jesus

October 28 Gathering Sunday Matthew follows Jesus

* The Second Sunday of the month will be a time for a casual brunch after Tapestry for
those who can stay.  Please bring a favorite family snack to share.

News from the Parish Life Ministry
Jill Poole, Chairman

If you were born in October we want to celebrate you.  Please join
us in the Fellowship Hall after service on October 14 for Birthday
Sunday.  Enjoy a slice of Birthday Cake and a Happy Birthday
Serenade from your fellow church members.

Love to bake?  Sweet Treats are always welcome at the Sunday Morning
Coffee Hour and Fellowship Time.  Hate to bake? Store bought treats are
welcome too.  The sign up sheet for Coffee Hour is posted on the kiosk
in the narthex.
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News from the Property Ministry
Tim Andrews, Chairman

Here and There Around the Church

 First, the painting of the front of the church is completed and looks great.

Second, the order for the new columbarium has been placed. Work will
start in October with projected finish no later than first quarter 2019.
Perhaps sooner.

Third, all the fire extinguishers and the fire hood in the kitchen were
inspected recently for the first time in nine years.  Due to the time frame,
all had to be replaced. This cost us $1,000, but the new equipment has
now been placed on an annual maintenance review schedule.

Fourth, quotes have been requested for inside painting and carpet replacement to be used
in our five year capital planning.

If you see something that needs attention, please tell
Tim Andrews (612-868-5222; timandrews1114@comcast.net).

News from the Outreach Ministry
Connie Squibb, Chairman

Gratefulness Abounds

The Outreach Ministry is thankful for the generosity of this congregation
with their giving of school supplies and monetary gifts for Coastal
Georgia Comprehensive Academy (CGCA).  Three large boxes were sent
to CGCA with Principal Steve Derr, along with a $30 gift card for each
classroom of the school.  These supplies will help students be successful
throughout the school year.  THANK YOU MESSIAH MEMBERS!

The Outreach Ministry also thanks Pastor Jason for his current sermon series on the poor
and allowing Outreach projects to be highlighted.  Please watch for a survey at the end of
the series asking for your input for future programs.

Thank you to those members who participated in our first ever “Cooks and Conversation”
evening.  They filled our freezer with food.  And, thank you to those people who are taking
the food and sharing it with others in our community.  We love cooking and appreciate you
sharing it.

A special thank you to Amanda Ridberg and her helpful husband, David.  The Ridberg team
takes care of all things “Second Harvest”!
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Looking Ahead

Time to start our preparations for the Thanksgiving and Christmas seasons!  This year, as
in years past, we will be sponsoring THANKSGIVING BASKETS for a few families of students
at CGCA.  Christmas also will be a time of sharing, both with CGCA and the Ronald
McDonald House.  Please watch for details on these opportunities for sharing in the Sunday
bulletins and Messiah Minutes.

America’s Second Harvest of Coastal Georgia
Contributed by Amanda Ridberg

This month’s 4th Sunday Food Drive (October 28) to
support America’s Second Harvest has a particular cheesy
focus!  The “FOOD OF THE MONTH” for October is MAC &
CHEESE – any brand or form.

It would be great if we could focus on purchasing just Mac
& Cheese because it makes it much easier to facilitate at
Second Harvest.  We will “count” the boxes of Mac & Cheese given as a measure of
Messiah’s giving.  Watch for BOGO (“Buy One, Get One”) or grab your coupon and get some
to donate.

Report on September’s Food Drive: Messiah came up with 99 jars of peanut butter –
amazing!  Also, one of our members had a friend who was moving so we had an additional
102 lbs of food to deliver!

THANK YOU ALL for helping to feed the hungry of all ages in Savannah!

The cooking gathering scheduled for October 9 has been cancelled.  It
will be rescheduled, so please watch the Messiah Minute and the Sunday
Bulletins for the new date.

From the group’s last cooking marathon, the freezer has been filled with
soup and a casserole dish.  These items are available to anyone in the
church or the wider community.  Help a neighbor who is having a hard
time – a warm dish of soup or a warm chicken dish may be just what is
needed!

News from the Stewardship Ministry
George Lawrence, Chairman

October is Stewardship Month, so please be thinking about your pledge
commitment for the year 2019 as well as your interest in volunteering
for various church ministries.  A letter introducing these subjects will be
forthcoming to all members.

Contributed by
Lynn Townsend
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Messiah Lutheran Church
Statement of Income and Expenses for January 1 – August 31, 2018

Greg Stinson, Finance Ministry Chairman

Highlights from Church Council’s Meeting on September 18, 2018

The following highlights have been taken from initial notes from the meeting.  Should the final draft minutes
indicate the highlights should be expanded, the additional information will be in November’s newsletter.< Pastor’s Report.  Pastor Talsness reported the following:< Council Manual.  Tom Olson has begun the worthy endeavor of producing a council

manual, which is among the few sources of documentation concerning how Messiah
does ministry.< Annual Reports.  Annual Reports from the chairmen of each ministry are due October
26 so that they can be distributed before the annual meeting on November 18.
Annual reports are valuable documents: they communicate to the congregation what
we are doing, and are helpful for archival purposes, that is, the more specific the
reports, the better it is to understand years later what Messiah was doing. < Name Change.  Pastor Talsness would like to change our use of the word “Education”
to “Discipleship.”  This is a shift in language that is important, as it emphasizes the
role of every Christian as a disciple, and that disciples do what the root of the word
means, which is “learn.”  Christian Education Ministry Chair Barb Tinker and her
predecessor Tom Thomas support this change in language. Therefore, we will begin
referring to “Education” as “Education and Discipleship” on all church communications
on an interim basis, eventually dropping “education” all together.< Out of Town Schedule.  Pastor Talsness will be away October 8-11 and will attend
Continuing Education in Asheville, NC from October 15-19 at the annual synod
convocation for rostered leaders, paired with a day and a half meeting of the synod
deans and the Bishop.< Visitation.  4 Home Visits to sick and elderly, 1 Evangelism Visit, and 1 Hospital Visit.

• Education and Discipleship Ministry.  A meeting has been held concerning
confirmation and a resolution is expected to be forthcoming.

• Staff Support Ministry.  Lynnetta Hartson reported that performance reviews have begun.

Income
Offerings . . . . . . . . . . .
Interest/Building Use . .

Total Income . . . . . .

Expenses
Pastor/Staff . . . . . . . . .
Administration . . . . . . .
Mortgage . . . . . . . . . .
Property . . . . . . . . . . .
Ministries . . . . . . . . . .

Total Expenses . . . . .

Net Income (Loss) . .

Actual

$320,205
    5,532

$325,737

$134,527
15,271
79,450
44,932

    5,845

$280,025

$45,712

Budget

$279,850
    2,167

$282,017

$135,376
12,867
75,680
45,999

    9,275

$279,197

$2,820

Over (Under)

$40,355 
  3,365 

$43,720 

$(849)
2,404 
3,770 

(1,067)
(3,430)

$828 

$42,892 

Memo: August 2017
YTD Actuals

$278,148
    2,603

$280,751

$129,185
11,285
75,626
44,285

    7,431

$267,812

$12,939
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CHURCH COUNCIL
Tim Andrews, Property Ministry Chair, timandrews1114@comcast.net
Lynnetta Hartson, Staff Support/Mutual Ministry Chair, lhartson@comcast.net
Linda Jacla, Evangelism Ministry Chair, ljacla@gmail.com
George Lawrence, Stewardship Ministry Chair, mppggl13@gmail.com
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Connie Squibb, Outreach Ministry Chair, c.squibb01@yahoo.com
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Barbara Tinker, Christian Education Ministry Chair, tinker.barbara@gmail.com
Jason Talsness, Pastor, skidawaypastorj@gmail.com; Cell phone: (770) 570-7407

CHURCH OFFICERS (Jan. 1 – Dec. 31, 2018)
George Lawrence, President
Barbara Tinker, Vice President
Connie Squibb, Recording Secretary
Parker Pearson, Treasurer

CHURCH STAFF
Jason Talsness, Pastor
Mary Maner, Choral Director
Diane Boyd, Church Organist
Marcia Stinson, Interim Church Secretary (Mon–Fri, 9:30-12:30)
Barbara Roush, Church Bookkeeper (Tuesday mornings)

Help Keep Our Records Current
Have you changed your e-mail address?  Moved?  Have a new mailing address?  New home or cell
telephone number?  New work telephone number?  Please share updates with the church office by
calling 598-1188 or e-mailing MessiahSk@gmail.com.
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