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What Does the Bible Say About the Poor? 
A Sermon Series

It is an honor to step into the pulpit and preach a sermon every week. Preaching is the
most important thing a pastor does each week. It is a privilege that you listen for 15
minutes a week, as I seek to proclaim God's Law and Gospel. My goal in preaching is to
be relevant, Biblically-based, appropriately humorous, and most important,
Christ-centered.

Whenever I consider what to preach, I ask God for guidance.
Which brings me to the topic of our next sermon series. On
September 23, we will begin a six-week sermon series entitled
"What Does the Bible Say About the Poor?"  You might be
wondering why we would do that. Here's a list as to why:

First, because poverty is pervasive throughout the world, our
nation, and our city. Poverty comes from a combination of social,
economic, and political conditions, the result of which is suffering.
Poverty is an affront to human dignity.

Second, because Jesus talked
about the poor. A lot. It is
often observed that Jesus
spoke more about money than

most anything other than the "kingdom of God."  One
count is that of the 39 parables Jesus told, 16 pertained
to money and finances. When Jesus talked about
money, it frequently pertained to the poor. As followers
of Jesus, we seek to hear what he has to say. He has
the "words of eternal life" (John 6:68). We do well not
to avoid such a large percentage of what Jesus said.
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Third, this series is an exploration. Each weekly sermon will address a question pertaining
to what the Bible says about the poor. We are asking the question, then we are exploring
what the Bible has to say. Most references in our culture about the poor come from the
news and 20-second sound bites. We want to dig deeper on this topic than that – because
Jesus did.

Fourth, I like a challenge – and you do too.  There was once a time in my life when I
avoided certain passages or themes in the Bible because they didn't fit my view of the
world. As I've grown as a Christian, I've come to reexamine texts that I might otherwise
dismiss, and now ask "What is God telling me in this passage?"  I've learned over the years
that members in our church don't flinch from a challenge. A church that is not challenged
by the word of God becomes stagnant. A faith that is engaged and challenged is a healthy
and vibrant faith.

Here's the schedule of topics in the week to come:

September 23: Why talk about the poor?
September 30: What does the Bible say about material wealth?
October 7: What about the hungry?
October 14: How can prayer and fasting help the poor?
October 21: What do we do with "the poor you always have with you"

in John 12?
October 28: (Reformation Sunday) What is Justification and how does

it relate to Justice?

I am fully aware that addressing this subject might be, for some among us, cause for
concern and even anxiety. Talking about the poor brings up issues that are deeply personal
such as what we do with our money, what the government does with tax money, and even
how we vote.

Let me acknowledge this reality by saying what we are NOT seeking to do in this sermon
series:

+ We are not asking what the Bible says about the poor to meet some predetermined
outcome. In other words, we are not doing this so I can say at the end "Therefore,
let us now support (some cause).”  In fact, part of this discussion will include
acknowledging what Messiah already is doing to help the poor.
+ We are not asking what the Bible says about poor with a goal of having people
change their support of a given political party (as if preaching could even do that!).
+ We are not asking what the Bible says about the poor in order to make people feel
guilty about what they have.

I am excited about this opportunity to explore this important theme with you. Thank you
for your willingness to listen and reflect. Through it all, I hope and trust we will grow in
faith and the love of Christ will burn more brightly among us.

Faithfully Yours,
Pastor Jason Talsness
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† Prayers of support for Anne Gladden and the family and friends of
Anne’s father James Curtis Hozey, 78, of Colbert, GA, who died on July 29,
2018 after a long illness.
† Prayers of support for Kathy Fritz and the family and friends of Kathy’s
sister Susan W. Gresham of Fort Myers, FL, who died unexpectedly in mid
July 2018.

† Prayers of healing for our members, friends, and relatives undergoing
special care and treatment: Sandy Clarke, John Duren, Ann Farr, Bob
Farr, Sarah Jacobson (a friend of Jim Dawson), Jen Hylander (Ken
Hylander’s mother who is recovering from hip surgery after a fall), Lindsay
Hart, Levi Ingvalson (Lana & Eric Gilster’s four year old grandnephew),
Christine Kumagai, Ray Kunsman, Bridget (Shirley & Phil Nack’s
granddaughter), Judy Nord, Char Ramshaw, Tom Richardson, Linda
Shadel, infant Vera (Andrea & Robert Felkins’ granddaughter, and
Marguerite Weisemann.

September Announcements

Copies of the September issue of THE LUTHERAN, the official news magazine of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, as well as DAILY DEVOTIONAL BOOKLETS for the
3rd quarter of 2018, are available on the table in the entrance foyer of the sanctuary.
Also, a limited number of LARGE PRINT devotionals are available.

CERTAIN SCHEDULED MEETINGS AND EVENTS IN SEPTEMBER
< Birthday Sunday is September 9.  If your birthday is this month, be sure to come to

church on the 9th so that we can celebrate your birth!
< Women’s Monday Morning Bible Study will start meeting again on Monday,

September 10.
< Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study will meet each Wednesday in September.  See within

for important information about a change in the meeting’s location.
< Church Council will meet at 5:45 p.m. on Tuesday, September 18.
< Staff Support/Mutual Ministry will meet at 10:30 a.m. on Tuesday, September 25.
< Craft 'n Gab will meet at 9:30 a.m. on Saturday, September 29.
< Evangelism’s Caring Card Ministry will meet at 9:30 a.m. on Saturday,

September 29.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER OUR SISTERS AND BROTHERS

This is Christ’s church.  There is a place for you here.

We are the church that shares a living, daring confidence in
God’s grace.  Liberated by our faith, we embrace you as a whole
person — questions, complexities and all.  Join us as we do
God’s work in Christ’s name for the life of the world.

SOURCE: www.ELCA.org

http://www.ELCA.org
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Notice of Special Called Congregational Meeting

There will be a Special Called Congregational Meeting on Sunday,
September 30, 2018, following the worship service.  The purpose of the
meeting is for Church Council to present and explain the proposed revised
Bylaw and ask for its approval.  The proposed change to our bylaws pertains
to how Messiah determines how to disperse funds to the greater denomination
as well as other worthy local charities.

Bylaw Change Informational Sessions
September 16 and September 23

In anticipation of the Congregational Meeting specially called for Sunday, September 30,
the bylaw revision team is offering two listening sessions to discuss the bylaw and answer
questions.  Anyone interested in learning more about the proposed bylaw change is invited
to the library in the Fellowship Hall after worship on September 16 and September 23,
starting at approximately 10:20 a.m.  

Change of Contact Information

Byron Boyd
New E-mail: bboyd@georgiasouthern.edu

Susan and Tom Richardson
New Address: 325 Willow Road, Savannah, GA 31419

9/01 Norma & Bud Stevens' 62nd
9/04 Carol & John Duren's 53rd
9/07 MaryAnn & Rudi Wunsch's 50th
9/09 Milda & Terry Blaney's 57th
9/18 Joy & Tom Olson's 47th
9/19 Barbara Van Doren & Tim

Andrews' 3rd
9/29 Amanda & David Ridberg's 18th
9/30 Judy & Roger Nord's 51st

  9/3 Parker Pearson
  9/5 Betty Anderson
  9/5 Barbara Van Doren
  9/6 Jim Peper
  9/8 Tom Thomas
  9/9 Isabella Camizzi
9/12 David Ridberg
9/16 Byron Boyd

9/18 Troy Samuels
9/19 Steve Allen
9/20 Susan Richardson
9/22 Lynn McLauchlan
9/23 Jamie Peper Ikerd
9/24 Sue Haake
9/28 Erin Haug
9/29 Connie Squibb

mailto:bboyd@georgiasouthern.edu
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Chapeau Sunday
For Women & Girls

Sunday, September 9, 2018
Sponsored by Parish Life Ministry

While we take the Gospel seriously, we do not have to take ourselves seriously and
playfulness can be a part of the joy of the life of a congregation.  The ladies of Messiah
Lutheran will remind us of how important this philosophy of life is when they celebrate
their sixth Chapeau Sunday on September 9.  On this day, many Messiah Lutheran ladies
will proclaim their devotion to the chapeau, sometimes known as the bonnet, the hat, the
head covering, the cap.

For those new to this tradition, Chapeau Sunday began many centuries ago when several
German Lutheran grande dames looked wistfully on the elaborate head coverings worn by
Catholic cardinals and bishops.  The ladies did not necessarily covet the coverings with
long silken strings interlaced or the rows of tassels, or the vibrant colors of blue and green
and red and yellow, but oh, how beautiful those coverings were ~ and, really now, wouldn't
they look so much more beautiful (and appropriate) on ladies' lovely heads!

Soon thereafter, a small group of those good German Lutheran ladies convened to discuss
how to go about putting those gorgeous chapeaus in their proper places; i.e., on ladies'
heads!  They determined that on one Sunday in each year, all women would be encouraged
(but not commanded!) to wear their finest hats to church, and thus Chapeau Sunday was
proclaimed.  Henceforward, Chapeau Sunday began being observed in thousands and
thousands of Lutheran churches on the last Sunday of the Adult Choir's summer break.

So, on Sunday, September 9, 2018 the ladies and girls of Messiah Lutheran Church are
encouraged to adorn their heads with a chapeau.  And all are invited to come see, admire,
and enjoy the plethora of millinery designs!

5th Chapeau Sunday, 2017
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Contributed by
Lynn McLauchlan

A MEN’S GROUP EVENT

Annual Blessing of the Animals
Sunday, October 7 at 4:00 p.m.

Messiah Lutheran Church

A Joint Social Event of the Evangelism and Parish Life Ministries

Our September Ladies Night Out has a theme of flowers and apples.  On
Thursday, September 27, we will gather at the church at 6:00 p.m.
Jane Holst will show us how to make a Fall floral arrangement.  All the
materials will be provided, but please bring any wire cutters you have.

Our menu will be pulled pork sliders, Waldorf salad, crackers and cheese
and apple desserts. If you can help by providing one of the food items,
please indicate that when you sign up. We will need an accurate count
by September 22.  There will be a sign up sheet on the kiosk in the

Narthex or you can e-mail Lynn McLauchlan (LynnMcL5@gmail.com).  Please feel free to
invite a friend.  If you need a ride, just let Lynn know.

The 15th annual Lutheran Services of Georgia (LSG) Savannah Golf Classic will
be held on Monday, October 1, 2018 at the Crosswinds Golf Club near the Savannah
airport.  All proceeds benefit LSG’s programs in Savannah and the Coastal Region.
Registration will be at 8:00 a.m.; shotgun start at 9:00 a.m.; lunch and awards at
1:30 p.m.; and announcement of raffle winners and closing of the silent auction  at
2:30 p.m.  Last year Messiah had 31 golfers and sponsored 21 military players!
Great job Messiah!  Your golf committee – Frank Liebgott, Pattye & Clarke  Field, and
Shirley & Phil Nack – will be contacting you beginning this month.

Thank you for your continued support for LSG Savannah.

Whether your pets walk, gallop, fly, swim, or slither, bring them to
this Celebration and Blessing of the Animals in remembrance of St.
Francis of Assisi’s love and care for creation and all of God’s
creatures.  Everyone is welcome!  Invite your friends and neighbors!

This event is a joint ministry of Messiah Lutheran Church
and St. Peter’s Episcopal Church.

The Men’s Group has scheduled this year’s Oktoberfest for Friday,
October 12.  Tickets are on sale now ($30/person; children under
12 free).  The usual good food and drinks will be served and the
German Oompah band will be playing.  Expect good fellowship
among old friends and new acquaintances!

mailto:LynnMcL5@gmail.com
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We are gearing up for fall with rehearsals beginning in September.
Chancel choir will begin Wednesday, September 12 at 7:00 p.m. and
continue each Wednesday thereafter.  We will begin singing for
worship on September 16.

Women/youth choir will begin its regular rehearsal schedule in
October, starting Sunday, October 7 at 10:05 a.m. following worship.

Men’s chorus also will begin its regular schedule in October, rehearsing
the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m., October 3 and 17.

Many thanks to all the musicians who provided music during the summer months.
We are grateful for your willingness to share your talents with the congregation.

The Children’s Choir will rehearse at 10:20 a.m. on the remaining
Sundays in September.

We have lots of fun new music to learn and share. You will be getting
words and links to music online.  This promises to be a big year for us
with lots of singing!  See you on Sundays!  Joy  

The handbell choir will rehearse at 5:45 p.m. on
Wednesdays in September except for September 12.

News from the Property Ministry
Tim Andrews, Chairman

Here and There Around the Church

First, power washing and painting of the front Church areas will occur
during the first two to three weeks of September.

Second, Church Council is considering what to do about recent damage to
the Columbarium and will be reviewing options.

If you see something that needs attention,
please tell Tim Andrews (612-868-5222; timandrews1114@comcast.net).

Mary Maner

Joy Olson

Diane Boyd

mailto:timandrews1114@comcast.net
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& Bible Study

News from the Education and Discipleship Ministry
Barbara Tinker, Chairman

Please join us each Sunday as we view a 15 minute DVD
and then discuss how to determine God’s will for our lives.
God has a personal vision for our lives, and He wants us to
know that vision even more than we do. Determining God’s
will can be a difficult process, especially when we need to
make a decision in a hurry. The Discovering God’s Will DVD
and its companion study guide will take us through:

• important steps of decision making
• pursuing God’s will
• seeking counsel from others
• learning to use discernment
• understanding the mind of God through Scripture as you seek His will

In addition, on Sunday, September 16 Lynn McLauchlan will share a "homegrown"
approach to prayer.

So, grab a friend and a cup of coffee and join us for Sunday Morning Discipleship at
10:20 a.m. in the conference room. The discussions are always interesting and you will be
amazed how your faith grows when you share it!

The Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study will meet each Wednesday in
September at 8:00 a.m.  They will meet in the card room at the
Marshwood Club in The Landings until September 19 when they will
meet at another location, still to be determined.  Look for an
announcement as to the new location.  All men are welcome to join. 

NOTE: Please try to let Pastor Talsness know if you plan to attend
so that accurate reservations may be made.  You don’t need to be
a member of The Landings Club to attend and have breakfast.
Also, off-island men may contact Pastor Talsness for a gate pass.

MARK THE DATE!  Sunday School for
Messiah Youth (middle and high) will
begin on September 16.

Contributed by Barb Tinker
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After a summer break, this Bible Study group will begin again
on Monday, September 10 at 9:30 a.m. in the conference room.
The Kerygma study for the next seven weeks will be "Isaiah:
Holy, Holy, Holy."  Please read the first lesson before then.  If
there is anyone in the congregation who would like to join us,
please let Argerie know, and she will order a Resource Book for
you.  For more information, please contact Argerie Martin (912-
598-8211; martinw720@aol.com).

Tapestry Family Life!
Inter-generational Family Discipleship!

All are welcome to join us on Sunday mornings!
Contributed by Alexandra Talsness

“I want you woven into a tapestry of love,
in touch with everything there is to know of God.”

Colossians 2:2 MSG

Welcome Back! We have a fabulous year of faith, family, food, and fun ahead of us!

Our theme this year is Let's Look at LUKE!  We will explore the book of Luke together
and learn the Lord's Prayer and the Ten Commandments. 

This month our focus is The Lord's Prayer: JESUS teaches us to Pray and the learning the
1st Commandment. 

The Second Sunday of the month will be a time for a casual after Tapestry Second Sunday
Brunch for those who can stay.  Bring a favorite family snack to share.  Children will sing
with Miss Joy and parents will have time for fellowship on Gathering Sundays.

Gathering Sundays, September 9, 16, 23, and 30
10:20-10:40 a.m. Children's Choir

Parent Time in Family Room
10:40-11:00 a.m. Family Room Time Together
11:00 a.m. * Second Sunday (September 9) Brunch for those who can stay.

Bring a favorite family snack to share. 

Contributed by
Argerie Martin

mailto:martinw720@aol.com
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News from the Outreach Ministry
Connie Squibb, Chairman

Back to School Supplies Drive

Our drive continues!  In September we focus on the TEACHERS!  We need
donations to support the purchase of gift cards for the Coastal Georgia
Comprehensive Academy (CGCA).  Checks should be made out to Messiah
Lutheran with a note on the memo line: CGCA.  You can place your check in
Sunday’s offering or in the "Treasure Chest" in the Fellowship Hall.

Teachers also need supplies, such as the following, in their rooms;

U Dry Erase Markers 
U Pens - blue, black, red 
U Pencils
U Hand sanitizer
U Disinfectant wipes 
U Facial tissues

We would like to fill the box in the Fellowship Hall with
supplies and send 30 gift cards with it!

Thank you for your generous and continued support of the teachers, students,
and families of CGCA.  You are truly doing Christ’s work here on Earth!

America’s Second Harvest of Coastal Georgia
Contributed by Amanda Ridberg

This month’s 4th Sunday Food Drive (September 23) to support
America’s Second Harvest has an Italian focus!  The “FOOD OF
THE MONTH” for May is PEANUT BUTTER.

We encourage you to bring only these items in September, but all nonperishable donations
will be gratefully accepted.  We will “count” the jars of peanut butter given as a measure
of Messiah’s giving.  Watch for BOGO (“Buy One, Get One”) or grab your coupon and get
some to donate.

Report on August’s Food Drive: We collected 68 jars of sauce and 69 various types of
pasta!   WOWZA! Blessings to you all.

A special "thank you" to David Ridberg for delivering our load of food each and every
month to America’s Second Harvest.

THANK YOU Messiah Members for feeding Savannah!
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Also, we will be volunteering at Second Harvest’s warehouse (2501 East President Street)
on Thursday, September 20, at 9:00 a.m.  This is valuable work in the local community,
packing food in boxes that then will be given to people who are in need.  Look for a sign
up sheet on the kiosk in the Narthex.  If you have any questions, please talk to Amanda
(aprestoridberg@gmail.com; 203-272-4827).

Save the Date

What: Cooks and Conversation
When: Tuesday, October 9, at 4:30 p.m.
Where: Messiah Lutheran Kitchen
Why: We will make soup and an entree which will be placed in

individual containers for our ministry.  Teams to deliver to
those in need.

Ronald McDonald House Update
Contributed by Lynn Townsend

The Outreach Ministry would like to thank everyone who has donated
food or cooked Easy Lemon Chicken at the House in the past. The
families that stay there greatly appreciate our efforts.  But are you
tired of shopping for the same old thing?  It's time to switch the
menu. We will be cooking Shepherds Pie.  We have picked an easy
recipe that is definitely considered "Comfort Food" and isn't that what
the Ronald MacDonald House is all about?  The new recipe will begin
on October 1.

Ingredients for Sheperds Pie
3 pounds of ground round hamburger
7 jars of 12 oz. beef gravy
Three (3) 10 oz. bags of frozen mixed veggies (peas, corn, carrots)
Three (3) 2 pound containers of already made mashed potatoes (in the dairy section)

All these items are easily purchased at Publix.

Salad ingredients:
A large bag of salad
1 bag of croutons
1 container of tomatoes
2 cucumbers

Thank you in advance for your generosity.

Contributed by
Lynn Townsend

mailto:aprestoridberg@gmail.com
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News from the Parish Life Ministry
Jill Poole, Chairman

If you were born in September we want to celebrate you.  Please
join us in the Fellowship Hall after service on September 9 for
Birthday Sunday.  Enjoy a slice of Birthday Cake and a Happy
Birthday Serenade from your fellow church members.

Our book club will meet at 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, September 11 to
discuss the novel Among the Living, by Savannah resident and SCAD
professor of writing Jonathan Rabb.  The group will meet at the home
of Rachel Maloney, 13 Highgate Lane, The Landings (678-697-3444;
maloneydesignstudio@gmail.com). Come enjoy good food and drinks
while participating in a lively discussion of the book.  All are welcome.
Off-island attendees may contact Rachel for a gate pass.

This is the story of a Jewish Czech man named Yitzhak Goldah, who
survived Nazi concentration and death camps, whereas most of his
family did not.  After the war, Ike is reunited with his only remaining
relative, Abe Jessler, and his wife Pearl who live in Savannah during the
“Jim Crow” period.

Reviewing this novel for The New York Journal of Books, Charles S.
Weinblatt writes that “Rabb has created a concise and compelling story,
with viable characters and widespread use of tension and release. The
strain between Reformed and Conservative Jews is aptly explored, as
is the dichotomy between Ike’s European romantic interest and his new
American love.”

This ongoing group of crafty gabbers will get together on Saturday,
September 29, at 9:30 a.m.  This group does some crafting, but
mostly they enjoy each other's company.  Everyone is welcome!
Bring a "project" and come join in the "gabbing" or just come for a
cup of coffee.  For more information, talk to Argerie Martin, Connie
Squibb, or Joy Olson.

mailto:maloneydesignstudio@gmail.com
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Highlights from Church Council’s Meeting on August 21, 2018

Please note the following highlights have been taken from the draft minutes
that will be presented for approval at Council’s October 2018 meeting.

• Pastor’s Report.  Pastor Talsness reported the following:
< The Arts at Messiah.

� Another successful series of concerts was concluded.  The series started the year
with $8,863. Expenses for 2018 were $11,143. The season ended with a balance
of $6,014 (but this number does not include receipts from the concert on
August 10).

� As discussed at previous meetings, the hammers on the piano need replacing.
The cost would be around $2,000.  The Concert Series is offering to split the cost
of this necessary repair.

< Corporate Documents.  This month Council will be asked to vote on recommending
a bylaw revision to the congregation. The team of Pam Allen, George Lawrence,
Frank Liebgott and Pastor Talsness developed this revised bylaw.  They also looked
at our constitution and found that it needs updating: some of the language of our
church has changed, as has the world of technology. The ELCA has a model
constitution that it recommends we use as a resource. The team considered
incorporating an update of the constitution with this bylaw revision, but determined
we had too narrow of a window of time. This will be a project we will take up after
the bylaw revision. Updating the constitution involves a congregational meeting as
well as consultation with the synod office.

< Name Change.  Pastor Talsness would like to change our use of the word "Education"
to "Discipleship."  This is a shift in language that is important, as it emphasizes the
role of every Christian as a disciple, and that disciples do what the root of the word
means, which is "learn."  Christian Education Ministry Chair Barb Tinker and her
predecessor Tom Thomas support this change in language. Therefore, we will begin
referring to "Education" as "Education and Discipleship" on all church
communications on an interim basis, eventually dropping "education" all together.

< Continuing Education.  Pastor Talsness will attend Continuing Education in Asheville,
NC from October 15-18.  This is our annual synod convocation for rostered leaders,
paired with a day and a half meeting of the synod deans and the Bishop.

< Visitation.  Since last month: 5 Home Visits to sick and elderly, 3(!) Evangelism
Visits, 1 Hospital Visit, 3 Outings (he led worship at a gathering of Lutherans at The
Marshes, was a guest Bible study leader for a group of Christian men on the island,
and met with the president of Lutheran Services of Georgia).

• Education & Discipleship.
< Pastor Talsness would like Adult Sunday School (a/k/a Adult Bible Study) to be

renamed “Education and Discipleship.”
< Barb Tinker will begin teaching Confirmation classes with three potential confirmands

in the spring.
• Outreach Ministry.  Connie Squibb reported the following:

< This ministry has established ideas through the end of the year.
< 912 Farm Truck.  This organization has notified the church that they will be

expanding their hours in September, based upon a request from residents (especially
golfers) for longer hours.
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Help Keep Our Records Current
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calling 598-1188 or e-mailing MessiahSk@gmail.com.
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