
Mission Statement

In the name of Jesus, welcome everyone,
grow in faith, support one another, serve others. August 2018

M e s s i a h  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h
A CONGREGATION OF THE

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Genesis: It’s Our Story

Hyundai has a luxury car called Genesis.

In the 1970s there was a rock group from
England called Genesis; their drummer
Phil Collins went on to be a popular singer.

There was once a video game console
called Sega “Genesis.”

The word is found throughout our culture.

Genesis means “origin,” and the word has a “back-to-basics” feel to it, as if there needs
to be a course correction to get back to the way things originally were.  This summer
we have been exploring the book of Genesis, and in many ways, I am seeking to return
to our origins: as a church, as readers of the Bible, as Christians, and as people of God.

We like to know about beginnings. Every story has a beginning.  We like to know how
important matters got started: how our nation was formed, the upbringing of a future
leader, how someone first came up with the idea of a prized invention. The word
“narrative” is often invoked by television pundits, but narratives are important for us
because in the messiness of events and surroundings, we establish a pattern, a story.
These stories allow for reflection and in doing so they give us an anchor through which
we can find our own story in a rapidly changing world.

My goal in this tour of Genesis is two-fold:

First, that we as a congregation might learn about this foundational book in the Bible.  The
Old Testament often is overlooked in worship and in Bible Studies.  Children in Sunday
School learn these stories, but less so for adults in the church. So let’s take them out and
see what they say to us. That’s part of what we are doing this summer.
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Second, to engage the stories with questions for reflection. I encourage everyone to reflect
each week on questions such as: What does this passage say about God?  Is God an agent
of grace or judgment? (Or both?). What does this passage say about human beings?

Genesis can be a challenging book to read. God will act in ways that we often find
perplexing or troubling. Modern science gives us a lens through which to understand our
world that isn’t always congruent with how Genesis articulates a world-view. Genesis
comes out of a culture that we might call “pre-scientific,” so the book isn’t interested in
engaging scientific questions.  There are far bigger truths that Genesis wishes to convey,
beyond that of science.

We know little about the original writer of Genesis. Tradition attributes the first five books
of the Bible (The Torah) to Moses. Yet we have reason to believe that this wasn’t the case,
that these stories were part of an oral tradition, handed down through the generations over
a campfire over a thousand years, instead of pen being put to paper by Moses.
  
We can break the book of Genesis into four sections*:
I. Ancient Stories (Genesis 1-11:27).
God creates the universe, world, humans and animals. Human sin creates a series of
problems triggering a cycle of judgement and mercy on God’s part. Stories include
creation, Adam and Eve, Noah and the flood, the Tower of Babel.

II. The Stories of Abraham and Sarah (Genesis 11:27-25).
God calls Abraham and Sarah with a promise of descendants and land. They have a
surrogate son through Hagar named Ishmael. The covenant with God is established
through their son Isaac.

III. The story of Jacob, Leah and Rachel (Genesis 25:19-36:43).
Jacob is a key figure in Genesis. The grandson of Abraham and Sarah, Jacob will have his
named changed by God to “Israel,” which means “struggle with God,” in Chapter 32. Jacob
will have 12 sons, whose descendants will bear these sons’ names in the 12 tribes of Israel.

IV. The Story of Jacob’s Sons, Especially Joseph (Genesis 37:1-50:26).
The last 13 chapters focus on Joseph, the one noted for his coat of many colors. He gets
sold into slavery by his jealous brothers. While in Egypt, Joseph prospers. A famine in
Israel reunites Joseph with his family. The book of Genesis ends with the death of Joseph,
setting the stage for the next book of the Bible, Exodus.

We will be wrapping up this series in September. My goal is to make it to Genesis 32,
where Jacob wrestles with the angel and gets his name changed to “Israel.”  In the
meantime, week after week we will hear these old, old stories and reflect on the way God
and humans are portrayed, on important themes in this treasured book. We do so aware
that all scripture reflects Christ in some way, including the book of Genesis.  I am enjoying
this tour through Genesis, and I hope you are also. 

Warmly Yours,
Pastor Jason Talsness

*SOURCE: For more information go to www.enterthebible.com.  See the article on Genesis.  Portions
of this article were informed by this source.  

http://www.enterthebible.com
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† Prayers of support for Anne Gladden and the family and friends of
Anne’s father James Curtis Hozey, 78, of Colbert, GA, who died on July 29,
2018 after a long illness.
† Prayers of support for Kathy Fritz and the family and friends of Kathy’s
sister Susan W. Gresham of Fort Myers, FL, who died unexpectedly in mid
July 2018.
† Prayers of support for Alicia Shillington and the family and friends of
Alicia’s father Edward W. Asmus, Jr., 90, of Palo Heights, IL, who died on
May 28, 2018.

† Prayers of healing for our members, friends, and relatives undergoing
special care and treatment: Sandy Clarke, John Duren, Ann Farr, Bob
Farr, Jen Hylander (Ken Hylander’s mother who is recovering from hip
surgery after a fall), Lindsay Hart, Levi Ingvalson (Lana & Eric Gilster’s
four year old grandnephew), Christine Kumagai, Ray Kunsman, Bridget
(Shirley & Phil Nack’s granddaughter), Judy Nord, Char Ramshaw, Tom
Richardson, Linda Shadel, infant Vera (Andrea & Robert Felkins’
granddaughter, and Marguerite Weisemann.

August Announcements

Copies of the August issue of THE LUTHERAN, the official news magazine of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America, as well as DAILY DEVOTIONAL BOOKLETS for the 2nd quarter
of 2018, are available on the table in the entrance foyer of the sanctuary.  Also, a limited
number of LARGE PRINT devotionals are available.

CERTAIN SCHEDULED MEETINGS AND EVENTS IN AUGUST
< Birthday Sunday is August 12.  If your birthday is this month, be sure to come to

church on the 12th so that we can celebrate your birth!
< Women’s Monday Morning Bible Study will be taking off the month of August.  The

group will start meeting again on Monday, September 10.
< Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study will meet each Wednesday in August.  See within for

more information.
< Craft 'n Gab will not meet in August.
< Evangelism’s Caring Card Ministry will meet at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, August 18.
< Staff Support/Mutual Ministry will meet at 10:30 a.m. on Tuesday, August 21.
< Church Council will meet at 5:45 p.m. on Tuesday, August 21.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER OUR SISTERS AND BROTHERS

This is Christ’s church.  There is a place for you here.

We are the church that shares a living, daring confidence in
God’s grace.  Liberated by our faith, we embrace you as a whole
person — questions, complexities and all.  Join us as we do
God’s work in Christ’s name for the life of the world.

SOURCE: www.ELCA.org

http://www.ELCA.org
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Loving Our Immigrant Neighbors:
Exploring the Immigration Crisis 

Through the Lens of Faith

Saturday, August 11, 2018
9 a.m. – 12 noon

The Collegiate Church of St. Paul the Apostle
1802 Abercorn St., Savannah

The event is open to the public and people of all faiths are invited to attend.

How did we get to this critical moment in U.S. immigration history, and how can people
of faith respond? In this half-day workshop, we will explore the history of immigration in
our nation, the rise and impact of immigrant detention, and ways that communities of faith
can support immigrants and asylum seekers in Georgia.  Refreshments will be provided,
and the workshop is free and open to all. Sponsored by St. Paul’s Episcopal Church,
Savannah, and the South Georgia Immigrant Support Network.

Presenters:

Dr. Marie Marquardt 

Marie Marquardt is a Scholar in Residence at Emory University’s
Candler School of Theology and an author of young adult
fiction.  For two decades, she has worked as a researcher and
advocate among Latin American immigrants to the south.
Marie has published many articles and co-authored two
non-fiction books about Latin American immigration to the U.S.,
and she has written three young adult novels that address
similar themes.  Marie was a founding co-Chair of El Refugio
Ministries, a Georgia non-profit that serves immigrants
detained at the Stewart Detention Center and offers hospitality
and support to their families.

Rev. Deacon Leeann Culbreath

Deacon Leeann is a vocational deacon in the Episcopal
Diocese of Georgia and the founding Co-Chair of the
South Georgia Immigrant Support Network (SGISN),
based in Tifton, GA.  SGISN recently opened Casa
Colibrí, a hospitality house in Ocilla near Irwin County
Detention Center.  SGISN also coordinates visitation,
pen pal, and educational programs.



MLC Newsletter ~ August 2018 ~ Page 5

 
A Lutheran Marriage Encounter weekend experience is planned for October 5-7, 2018,
at Ebenezer Retreat Center, 2887 Ebenezer Road, Rincon, GA.  A Marriage Encounter
weekend is intended to enrich marriage.  It improves a marriage in which the couples are
committed to the relationship.  Communication techniques are presented to help couples
refresh, renew and reconnect!

The weekend will begin on Friday evening with the first presentation at 8:00 p.m, and will
end Sunday afternoon at about 5:00 p.m.  Each weekend consists of a series of talks given
by trained presenting couples.  One couple is a Pastor and his/her wife/husband.  The
remaining couples are lay (non-clergy) couples.  The talks center on various aspects of a
marriage relationship.  Through the presentations  a technique of communication is
presented that  can be used in  “every day” married life.   Each presentation builds on the
next and it is important that the couple  attends the entire weekend in order to receive the
full benefits of the weekend.

The registration fee is $100 per couple.  This is a non-refundable fee but it can be
transferred to another weekend if illness, etc. should occur.  All meals and housing are
included in the weekend package.  Meals and  the hotel room are prearranged by the
registration couple.  To learn more, please visit www.GodLovesMarriage.org website to
learn more about Marriage Encounter.  Registration is on the website.

To apply, or for more information, please contact Marcia and Dean Redman
(919-797-0501; dmredman251@gmail.com) or Tasha and Mitch Edwards
(contacttashlee@gmail.com) or online at www.Godlovesmarriage.org

8/03 Janet & Walter Reardon’s 55th
8/06 Robin & Jim Dawson’s 36th
8/06 Linda & Ted Copeland’s 14th
8/08 Barb & Tom Tinker’s 37th
8/17 Ellen & Clyde Olson’s 60th
8/20 Cheryl & Frank Liebgott’s 52nd
8/21 Christy & Tom Woiwode’s 25th
8/29 Virginia & Ken Hylander’s 37th

8/01 Mac Oliver
8/03 Peter Talsness
8/04 Bob Sears
8/10 Linda Copeland
8/10 Don Schaet
8/12 Katherine Marshall
8/17 Argerie Martin
8/18 Tammy Quirk

8/18 Alexandra Talsness
8/21 James Poole
8/25 Mary Maner
8/26 Teresa Camizzi
8/26 Barb Tinker
8/28 Leslie Woiwode
8/31 Annika Haug

http://www.GodLovesMarriage.org
mailto:dmredman251@gmail.com
mailto:contacttashlee@gmail.com
http://www.Godlovesmarriage.org
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The Arts at Messiah
presents

The Joseph Pramberger Memorial Concert

featuring

Leyla Kabuli, Piano

Friday, August 10 • 7:30 pm

The program will include works by Rachmaninov/Bach,
L.v. Beethoven, F. Chopin, F. Liszt, N. Medtner, and F. Say.

Pianist Leyla Kabuli is a Regents’ and Chancellor’s Scholar at the University of California,
Berkeley, studying both Music and Electrical Engineering and Computer Sciences. She is
a piano student of Professor Yoshikazu Nagai of the San Francisco Conservatory of Music,
and is the pianist of the San Francisco Symphony Youth Orchestra.  She graduated from
the Pre-College Division of the San Francisco Conservatory of Music, where she was a
scholarship student for seven years. Ms. Kabuli’s awards include the American Prize in
Piano Concerto, three consecutive National Young Arts Awards, and the US Chopin
Foundation scholarship. She won first prizes in the Los Angeles Young Musician
International, eMuse, American Protégé, Wildflower Music Showcase, Berkeley Étude Club,
US Open, and Junior Bach competitions, among many more.  Other awards include top
prizes in Enkor, Virginia Waring International Concerto, Seattle International, MTNA Piano
Duet, Ross McKee, USIMC, and Zeiter competitions.  She has performed at Davies
Symphony Hall, Carnegie Hall, Kennedy Center, Benaroya Hall, McCallum Theater, Zipper
Concert Hall, Ventfort Hall, and other major venues.

Following the national broadcast of her featured performance on NPR’s From the Top with
host Christopher O’Riley in 2016, Ms. Kabuli collaborated with the show on a benefit video
to raise awareness for refugees, and performed at From the Top’s 2017 Gala. She
performed with Ensemble SF in two concerts, and was a soloist with the Waring Festival
Orchestra.  She was featured in San Francisco’s Noontime Concerts as the Helen von
Ammon Emerging Artist Award recipient.  She was the Young Artist Award soloist in two
concerts of the Sonoma Philharmonic Orchestra, and also performed with the San Francisco
Symphony Youth Orchestra, Nova Vista Symphony, Palo Alto Philharmonic, and El Camino
Symphony as winner of their Young Artist Concerto competitions. She was the soloist in
two recent concerts of Soli Deo Gloria of the Bay Area.  Ms. Kabuli is an active chamber
musician and collaborative pianist, and also plays bassoon and violin. She enjoys sharing
her music with the community, and frequently participates in benefit concerts, outreach
events, and various opportunities for taking music beyond the concert hall.

The concert is free, and no reservations or tickets are needed.
Freewill contributions will be appreciated to help defray costs.
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We are gearing up for fall with rehearsals beginning in September.
Chancel choir will begin Wednesday, September 12 at 7:00 pm. and
continue each Wednesday thereafter.  We will begin singing for
worship on September 16.

Women/youth choir will begin its regular rehearsal schedule in
October, starting Sunday, October 7 at 10:05 a.m. following worship.

Men’s chorus also will begin its regular schedule in October, rehearsing
the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m., October 3 and 17.

Many thanks to all the musicians who provided music during the summer months.
We are grateful for your willingness to share your talents with the congregation.

Parents and Children!  We will be getting an early start on Children’s
Choir this year, beginning Sunday, August 19 during Tapestry Family
Life.  We have lots of fun new music to learn and share. You will be
getting words and links to music online shortly after choir starts. This
promises to be a big year for us with lots of singing!   See you soon! Joy

Recap of Town Hall Meeting

On Sunday July 22, a Town Hall meeting was conducted to discuss the
financial status of the church and to get an update on the Capitol
Campaign.  Great news was delivered – the Fellowship Hall Mortgage
has been paid off!  Within an 18 month period, the mortgage of
$544,394 was completely paid, the majority of which was paid through
moneys received from Capital Campaign pledges made in November
2016.  In addition to payments to the mortgage, the Capital Campaign

allocated $90,000 to fund capitol improvements, including carpeting, painting, alarm
system repairs, and air conditioning repairs.  Further good news is that 67% of moneys
pledged have been received.  Please be reminded of the importance of receiving the
remaining pledges by the end of the campaign.

News from the Property Ministry
Tim Andrews, Chairman

Here and There Around the Church

The front of the sanctuary and the Fellowship Hall will be painted in
September.

If you see something that needs attention, please tell Tim Andrews (612-
868-5222; timandrews1114@comcast.net).

Mary Maner

Joy Olson

George Lawrence,
President

mailto:timandrews1114@comcast.net
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& Bible Study

News from the Christian Education Ministry
Barbara Tinker, Chairman

Sunday Morning Bible Study Sunday Morning Discipleship

Please join us each Sunday through September 9 as we
view a 15 minute DVD and then discuss how to determine
God’s will for our lives.  God has a personal vision for our
lives, and He wants us to know that vision even more than
we do.  Determining God’s will can be a difficult process,
especially when we need to make a decision in a hurry.
The Discovering God’s Will DVD and its companion study
guide will take us through:

• important steps of decision making
• pursuing God’s will
• seeking counsel from others
• learning to use discernment
• understanding the mind of God through Scripture

as you seek His will

So, grab a friend and a cup of coffee and join us for Sunday Morning Discipleship at
10:20 a.m. in the conference room. The discussions are always interesting and you will be
amazed how your faith grows when you share it! 

The Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study will meet each Wednesday in
August at 8:00 a.m. in the card room at the Marshwood Club in The
Landings.  All men are welcome to join.

NOTE: Please try to let Pastor Talsness know if you plan to attend
so that accurate reservations may be made.  You don’t need to be
a member of The Landings Club to attend and have breakfast.
Also, off-island men may contact Pastor Talsness for a gate pass.

MARK THE DATE!  Sunday School for
Messiah Youth (middle and high) will
begin on September 16.

Contributed by Barb Tinker
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Tapestry Family Life!
Inter-generational Family Discipleship!

All are welcome to join us Sundays mornings!
Contributed by Alexandra Talsness

“I want you woven into a tapestry of love,
in touch with everything there is to know of God.”

Colossians 2:2 MSG

Epic Summer Sunday Storytellers!
A special shout out to all of our Summer Sunday Storytellers, who, for the first time ever,
provided continuous Bible Story coverage all summer long for our Tapestry Family Life
children!  Many thanks to Pat Cooper, Pam Allen, Jan & Jim Hazel, Lynn McLauchlan, and
Teresa & Frank Camizzi!

Keys to the Kingdom Verse
“If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come to my house & stay.”  Acts 16:15.

Annual Blessing of the Backpacks
Sunday August 12!
It’s time to say goodbye to summer and hello to a new school year.
All students should bring their backpacks to worship on Sunday,
August 12 for a special blessing during announcements.

Tapestry Family Life!
August 2018 Calendar Highlights

August 5 Storyteller Sunday “Lydia Believes”

August 12 Blessing of the Backpacks
Please bring your Backpack for a blessing during worship!

August 19 Children’s Choir
10:20-10:40 a.m. It’s time to sing with Miss Joy!

August 26 Children’s Choir & Family Craft
10:20-10:40 a.m. Children’s Choir
10:40-11:00 a.m. Family Craft



MLC Newsletter ~ August 2018 ~ Page 10

Contributed by
Linda Jacla

News from the Evangelism Ministry
Linda Jacla, Chairman

Ladies Night Out – A Joint Social Event of the Evangelism and
Parish Life Ministries

Our August Ladies Night Out will feature Dinner and Comedy.  On
Thursday, August 9, we will have dinner at Carrabas Restaurant at 6:00
p.m. and then see a Comedy Show at 7:30 p.m. at Blessingdales.  If
you wish to carpool, please be at the church at 5:45.  The comedy is
produced by Second Hand Laughs.  We will enjoy great music and
comedy as we also celebrate and support “The Living Vine Maternity
Home.”  Please bring an item to donate to the Thrift Store.  There will
be a sign up in the Narthex or you can e-mail Linda Jacla at
ljacla@gmaill.com.  If you need a ride, just let Linda know.

News from the Outreach Ministry
Connie Squibb, Chairman

America’s Second Harvest of Coastal Georgia
Contributed by Amanda Ridberg

This month’s 4th Sunday Food Drive (August 26) to
support America’s Second Harvest has an Italian
focus!  The “FOOD OF THE MONTH” for May is
PASTA and SAUCE.

We encourage you to bring only these items in August, but all nonperishable donations will
be gratefully accepted.  We will “count” the boxes of pasta and jars of sauce given as a
measure of Messiah’s giving.  Watch for BOGO (“Buy One, Get One”) or grab your coupon
and get some to donate.

Report on July’s Food Drive: We collected 50 jars of Peanut Butter. Good job, considering
so many are away for the summer!

Also, we will be volunteering at Second Harvest’s warehouse (2501 East President Street)
on Thursday, September 20, at 9:00 a.m.  This is valuable work in the local community,
packing food in boxes that then will be given to people who are in need.  Look for a sign
up sheet on the kiosk in the Narthex.  If you have any questions, please talk to Amanda
(aprestoridberg@gmail.com; 203-272-4827).

mailto:ljacla@gmaill.com
mailto:aprestoridberg@gmail.com
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It’s Back to School Time

Please bring school supplies for students at Coastal Georgia Comprehensive
Academy (CGCA).  All items are needed, however, the “most” needed include
crayons, washable markers, pens (blue or black), hand sanitizer, facial
tissues, anti-bacterial wipes, and #2 pencils.  Donations will be accepted
throughout August.  There will be boxes in the Narthex and Fellowship Hall.

In September, we will be accepting monetary donations for the Teachers at
CGCA.  Monies will be utilized to purchase gift cards for the teachers to

purchase “treasure chest” items for their classrooms.  We will be gathering supplies for
their use as well.   Teachers need dry erase markers, pens (blue, black, or red), hand
sanitizer, facial tissues, anti-bacterial wipes and #2 pencils.

News from the Parish Life Ministry
Jill Poole, Chairman

If you were born in August we want to celebrate you.  Please join
us in the Fellowship Hall after service on August 12 for Birthday
Sunday.  Enjoy a slice of Birthday Cake and a Happy Birthday
Serenade from your fellow church members.

Our next book club will meet at 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, September 11
to discuss Among the Living, a novel by Savannah resident and SCAD
professor of writing Jonathan Rabb.  The group will meet at the home
of Rachel Maloney, 13 Highgate Lane, The Landings (678-697-3444;
maloneydesignstudio@gmail.com). Come enjoy good food and drinks
while participating in a lively discussion of the book.  All are welcome.
Off-island attendees may contact Rachel for a gate pass.  Also, please
indicate your interest by signing the sheet on the kiosk in the Narthex.

This is the story of a Jewish Czech man named Yitzhak Goldah, who
survived Nazi concentration and death camps, whereas most of his
family did not.  After the war, Ike is reunited with his only remaining
relative, Abe Jessler, and his wife Pearl who live in Savannah during the
“Jim Crow” period.

Reviewing this novel for The New York Journal of Books, Charles S.
Weinblatt writes that “Rabb has created a concise and compelling story,
with viable characters and widespread use of tension and release. The
strain between Reformed and Conservative Jews is aptly explored, as
is the dichotomy between Ike’s European romantic interest and his new
American love.”

mailto:maloneydesignstudio@gmail.com
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SAVE THE DATE – CHAPEAU SUNDAY
(Ladies' hats come out!)
Sunday, September 9

(more info in September’s newsletter)

The 15th annual Lutheran Services of Georgia (LSG) Savannah Golf Classic will
be held on Monday, October 1, 2018 at the Crosswinds Golf Club near the Savannah
airport.  All proceeds benefit LSG’s programs in Savannah and the Coastal Region.
Registration will be at 8:00 a.m.; shotgun start at 9:00 a.m.; lunch and awards at
1:30 p.m.; and announcement of raffle winners and closing of silent auction  at 2:30
p.m.  Last year Messiah had 31 golfers and sponsored 21 military players!  Great job
Messiah!  Your golf committee – Frank Liebgott, Pattye & Clarke  Field, and Shirley
& Phil Nack – will be contacting you beginning this month.

Thank you for your continued support for LSG Savannah.

Following last year’s success in actually scheduling
Oktoberfest in October, rather than September, this
year’s event will be on Friday, October 12.  Tickets will go
on sale in August, but you and your friends should “save
the date” now!  The usual good food and drinks will be
served and the German Oompah band will be playing.
Expect good fellowship among old friends and new
acquaintances!

WALKERS!  Each of you has been an important piece of the
HUGE SUCCESS we have had with this summer’s walking.
We made it to “The Whitaker’s” easily in early July.  We
then took a “side trip” to Mammoth Cave, Nashville, and
through Atlanta (glad we didn’t have to navigate the Atlanta
traffic) and arrived in Savannah.  From there we went up
the East Coast through Alexandria, Philly, and ended in
Montreal.  After setting another record week at the end of
July of 542 miles (no bike rider miles – all walked), we are
in Toronto.  We will cut further across Canada and back into
the USA and then head again, back to Savannah.  There is
NO DOUBT that we will make it!

Contributed by Connie Squibb
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Start planning for PHASE II – The Savannah Bridge Run – on Saturday, December 1, 2018.

This is a 5K walk/run that goes across the Savannah Bridge.  There are great views from
the top of the bridge.  You can stop for a moment and take it all in – photos are wonderful.
Registration through August 31 is $30.  The cost will continue to rise, so register NOW! 
Here’s the link to register: http://www.savannahbridgerun.com.  There also is a costume
contest to the race.  We will be announcing our “costume” plan later.  First place for the
costume component is $400 which would be donated to the Outreach Ministry!  Let’s make
a BIG showing at this race ... activity!

FOR THOSE OF YOU NEEDING SOME ENCOURAGEMENT ...      
To avoid weight gain, adding regular movement to your day is crucial. That could involve
taking the stairs at work or hitting the gym a few times a week.  Every little bit counts.
In fact, new research published this spring suggests that to achieve better health and
reduce your risk of death from any cause, any kind of movement is better than little or
none. That means any effort that gets you moving and breathing — whether it’s a
twice-weekly heart-pounding kickboxing class or a 30 minute walk to work — has
measurable benefits for your brain and body.

That study, published in the Journal of the American Heart Association, used data on
physical activity and death rates from national surveys of more than 4,800 adults.  It found
that people with more “bouted” or concentrated activity (like a fitness class or gym
session) fared no better than people who clocked the same amount of exercise in tiny bits
throughout the day (like walking to the train or taking the dog for a stroll).  “The key
message based on the results presented is that total physical activity (i.e., of any bout
duration) provides important health benefits,” the study’s authors wrote.

KEEP WALKING – STAY HYDRATED – ENJOY LIFE!

News from the Worship and Music Ministry
Tom Olson, Chairman

New Hearing Devices

Messiah has acquired two new hearing devices to aid hearing impaired worshipers.  Each
small portable unit has one or two ear pieces. Those who are interested are invited to try
them out by contacting Property Chair Tim Andrews.  There also is an option to purchase
one’s own unit.  The cost is $130.00.

New Elements to the Liturgy

In August we will be adding elements to the liturgy from “Now the Feast and Celebration.”
In recent months we have been singing the Kyrie and Hymn of Praise.  In late July, we
added the Alleluia Verse which takes place before the reading of the Gospel.  In August,
we will add the “Lamb of God” and “Holy, Holy, Holy.”  We will take a moment during
announcements to introduce these melodies.

http://www.savannahbridgerun.com
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Highlights from Church Council’s Meeting on May 15, 2018

Please note the following highlights have been taken from the approved minutes.

• Pastor’s Report.  Pastor Talsness reported the following:
< The Pramberger Piano.  The piano in the sanctuary will soon need some necessary

repairs.  The piano heads (the part that strikes the string, i.e., the hammer) need
replacing at a cost of about $2,500.  This is not urgent, but should be done at some
point this summer.  We need to determine the source of funding of this repair.

< Conference Dean.  Bishop Julian Gordy has asked Pastor Talsness to serve as Dean
of Conference, a part of our Southeastern Synod, and he has agreed.  This position
is accountable to the Synod Bishop and its responsibilities are listed in §12.01.34 of
the Constitution of the Southeastern Synod.  The cluster dean shall:

a. serve as the communication link between the bishop and the cluster;
b. provide pastoral care and consultation to congregations, rostered leaders, and
their families;
c. at the bishop’s request, represent the bishop and this synod at churchwide,
synodical, conference, cluster, coalition, and congregational worship services and
special events (e.g., conference assemblies, call committee meetings,
installations, groundbreakings, dedications, funerals, and agency meetings); and
d. at the bishop’s request, represent the bishop and this synod at ecumenical
events and meetings.

< Visitation.  Since last month: 5 Home Visits, 1 Evangelism Visit, 3 Outings.
< Services.  Since last month: One funeral and two committal services.

• Evangelism Ministry.  Linda Jacla reported the following:
< Faith Ambassador Training.  The final meeting in May 21.
< Style Guide Committee.  Barb Tinker was asked to attend the upcoming meeting as

a representative of the Council.  
Issue remains the font and format.
• Outreach Ministry.  Connie Squibb reported the following:

< The brunch for the CGCA teachers and staff is May 22.  Helpers are needed.
< Thrivent Funding.  Work continues on coordination issues.

• Parish Life Ministry.  Jill Poole reported the following:
< Fishing Derby.  John Duren is in charge.
< Savannah Bananas Baseball Game.  So far, 25 people are going.
< Kiosk in the Narthex.  Has been cleared and re-formatted, and will be updated

quarterly.
< Health Ministry.  Connie Squibb reported that the team met recently and decided to

do a walking challenge over the summer – trying to “beat the Whitakers home.”  This
will require members to log in steps walked weekly.  We will be attempting to walk
2,400 miles, collectively, from June 3 through September 9.

• Property Ministry.  Tim Andrews reported the following:
< Estimates for outside painting are being reviewed
< A MOTION was approved to purchase two additional hearing units.
< There is interest in (i) replacing the carpet (and also painting) the office and

conference room area and (ii) new blinds for the choir room and Fellowship Hall.
• Stewardship Ministry.  George Lawrence reported that The Rev. Jan Seltzer of Novus

Way Ministries has received $685 so far in donations from our members for Lutheranch.
This response is largely as a result of his speaking at our church on April 22.
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Highlights from Church Council’s Meeting on June 18, 2018

Please note the following highlights have been taken from the approved minutes.

• Pastor’s Report.  Pastor Talsness reported the following:
< Synod Assembly Report.  In May he attended the 2018 Synod Assembly in

Chattanooga, TN.  Reports from church organizations included 1) mission work in
Guatamala, 2) Military chaplaincy, 3) from a churchwide representative, and 4) on
the disparity of compensation between male and female clergy. There were no
resolutions to debate.  Each day had a worship service with a different theme. He
attended two workshops, one on youth ministry and one from a fellow pastor who
reported on her sabbatical researching effective clergy practices.  A good portion of
the plenary time on Saturday was spent hearing a presentation on the election of a
new bishop that will take place next year.  Although this year there were no
moments in which he wished Messiah would have sent lay representatives to the
assembly, he does think that next year, with the election of a new bishop, Messiah
would do well to send representatives.  Next year’s dates are May 31-June 2, 2019
in Chattanooga, TN. 

< Newsletter Update.  As reported by Parish Life last month, our newsletter publisher
Pam Allen has requested a two month summer sabbatical from doing the newsletter.
Thus far this summer Pastor Talsness has not sensed any adverse or unexpected
ramifications from the lack of a June newsletter.  Pam started doing the newsletter
in 2008.  He asked her how long it takes to put the newsletter together; her
response was 10-15 hours minimum.  120 months x 12.5 hours = 1,500 hours in ten
years.

< Visitation.  Since last month: 4 Home Visits, 1 Evangelism Visit, 9 Hospital Visits,
and 3 Outings.

• Evangelism Ministry Report.  Linda Jacla reported the following:
< Faith Ambassador Training.   Participants’ evaluations are being reviewed.  Another

session may be planned for the fall.
< Logo.  The proposed Style Guide was shared with Council.  Pastor asked that

comments be sent to him.  The purpose behind having a style guide is to have a
cohesive message in our website and other materials.

• Finance Ministry Report.  Greg Stinson reported that the church is on track to pay off
the Fellowship Hall in the fall; $1,800+ in offerings.  Overall positive report.  Will need
to determine what to do with fellowship hall mortgage monies for balance of 2018.

• Property Ministry.  Tim Andrews reported the following:
< Utilities.  He is meeting with our accountant to determine increases in gas and

janitorial services and to assure that accounts are being correctly utilized.
< New office copier.  Copier bids were shared and terms of the lease were discussed.

Council approved new copier for a lease of 48 months.
< Capital campaign funds for maintenance projects.  The amount remaining is to be

determined and prioritized.  Entire building paint, interior paint, and sanctuary air
conditioners are the big dollar items.

< Bids under review.  Painting bid review for CertaPro - costs and timing (includes
power washing entire church).  Bids for both the power washing and painting were
reviewed and discussed.  Both bids accepted.  Exterior painting will be of the front
of the church.  The entire process to take place in September.
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• Staff Support/Mutual Ministry.  Lynnetta Hartson reported the following:
< Performance/Salary Evaluations.  Forms were distributed and asked to be returned

by July 17.
< Continuing Education for Pastor Talsness.  The synod website recommends two paid

weeks/year and $1,000 for continuing education.  No time or funds have been
approved for 2018.  The appropriate recommendation will be made for the 2019
budget.

Highlights from Church Council’s Meeting on July 17, 2018

Please note the following highlights have been taken from the draft minutes
that will be presented for approval at Council’s August 2018 meeting.

• Pastor’s Report.  Pastor Talsness reported the following:
< Short Report.  Since council’s last meeting, he was away on a trip and upon his

return he was ill.  It is a slower pace at Messiah in the summer, but ministry is
happening, just not at the same pace as during the programming year

< Newsletter.  Publishing of the church newsletter resumes in August.
< Visitation.  Vacation and illness limited his ability to visit others.  Since last month:

2 Home Visits, 1 Outing.
• Finance Ministry.  Greg Stinson reported that Total Revenues are currently 11% ahead

of last year. He explored the possibility of switching from Stifel to Thrivent for stock
pledges because Stifel currently charges $80 per transaction.  However, Thrivent cannot
waive the fee, so there is no compelling reason to change.

• Parish Life Ministry.  Jill Poole reported the following:
< Oktoberfest.  The Men’s Group has begun planning for Oktoberfest (October 12).
< Nursery Location.  Relocating the nursery was discussed.  Barb Tinker said she would

like to have input regarding the move.
• Worship and Music Ministry.  Tom Olson reported the following:

< Diane Boyd has gotten the Harp chimes.
< Connie Squibb is getting the sacristy organized.

• Miscellaneous.
< George Lawrence recommends that we ask the managers of the Food Truck to add

Messiah Lutheran to their insurance policy.  Also, next year Messiah will be named
as an additional insured on the Landlovers Flea Market Policy.

< Tom Olson reported that Council Manual is approximately 90% complete and Council
members will receive a copy to review.

Quick Facts: Good stuff to know about the ELCA
 

Fact 1: The ELCA has many members, spread across the country.
As of December 31, 2016 there were:

Baptized Members: 3,563,842
Congregations: 9,252
Synods: 65 in nine geographic regions
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Sunday, May 13, 2018.  Pastor Jason with
May’s Birthday Honorees, left to right:
Stephanie Williams, Milda Blaney, Ethel
Baldwin, Diana Wilson, Sandy Schmoll, Roger
Nord, Ron Maner, Ann Farr, Jerry Thorne,
Cheryl Liebgott, and Gerry Quirk.

Sunday, June 10, 2018.  Pastor Jason with June’s
Birthday Honorees, left to right: June Luecke,
Helena Talsness, Mary Buck, Amir & Zion Polite,
Layne Rabold, and Marcia Stinson. Sunday, July 8, 2018.  Pam Allen &

Maurine Bagwell swear they didn’t
talk to each other about what color
to wear!

Sunday, May 6, 2018.  Pastor Jason
expresses appreciation for our Christian
Education leaders, left to right, Steve
Derr, Alexandra Talsness, Joy Olson, and
Barbara Tinker.

From our Photo Album .  .  .
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Sunday, July 8, 2018.  Pastor Jason with
July’s Birthday Honorees, left to right:
Frank Liebgott, Ana Talsness, and Clarke
Field.

Sunday, July 22, 2018.  Members of
BrassPlus are, left to right, Amir Polite,
Tom Olson, Ron Maner (hidden), Geoff
Wilson, Tom Thomas, and Marcia Stinson.

Sunday, July 15, 2018.  Pastor Jason leads
the congregation in a blessing for Dick
Kaylor, who is moving to California where
he has family.  We miss you already, Dick!

July 22, 2018. Mary Maner leading BrassPlus.
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Messiah Lutheran Church
Statement of Income and Expenses for January 1 – June 30, 2018

Greg Stinson, Finance Ministry Chairman

Income
Offerings . . . . . . . . . . .
Interest/Building Use . .

Total Income . . . . . .

Expenses
Pastor/Staff . . . . . . . . .
Administration . . . . . . .
Mortgage . . . . . . . . . .
Property . . . . . . . . . . .
Ministries . . . . . . . . . .

Total Expenses . . . . .

Net Income (Loss) . .

Actual

$231,328
    4,204

$235,532

$101,373
11,680
56,592
33,696

    5,754

$209,095

$26,437

Budget

$209,888
  1,625

$211,513

101,532
9,650

56,760
34,499

     7,950

$210,391

$1,122

Over (Under)

$21,440 
  2,579 

$24,019 

(159)
2,030
(168)
(803)

(2,196)

($1,296)

$25,315 

Memo:
June 2017

YTD Actuals

$215,228
          2,337

 $217,565

 $97,146
 8,413

 56,762
 34,795

          5,892

 $203,008

$14,557

Electronic Giving
Contributed by Parker Pearson, Treasurer

Many of us pay our bills electronically from our bank account.  You also can do that
for any of your pledges to Messiah Lutheran.  It is easy.  You don’t have to think
about bringing that envelope each week!  It also is better for the church – there’s no
handling of checks and it helps ensure consistent receipt of pledges. If you are
interested, please contact Parker Pearson at parkpear@aol.com or Barbara Roush,
our Bookkeeper, at mlcbarbara@comcast.net for more information.

mailto:parkpear@aol.com
mailto:mlcbarbara@comcast.net


Messiah Lutheran Church of Skidaway Island
1 West Ridge Road
Savannah, GA 31411

MESSI A H  LU T H E R A N  CH UR C H  -  A  ST EP H E N  MI N I S T R Y  CO N G R EG A TI O N

CHURCH COUNCIL

Tim Andrews, Property Ministry Chair, timandrews1114@comcast.net
Lynnetta Hartson, Staff Support/Mutual Ministry Chair, lhartson@comcast.net
Linda Jacla, Evangelism Ministry Chair, ljacla@gmail.com
George Lawrence, Stewardship Ministry Chair, mppggl13@gmail.com
Tom Olson, Worship and Music Ministry Chair, Tolson@kernengineering.com
Jill Poole, Parish Life Ministry Chair, jilldpoole@aol.com
Connie Squibb, Outreach Ministry Chair, c.squibb01@yahoo.com
Greg Stinson, Finance Ministry Chair, gtstinson@comcast.net
Barbara Tinker, Christian Education Ministry Chair, tinker.barbara@gmail.com
Jason Talsness, Pastor, skidawaypastorj@gmail.com; Cell phone: (770) 570-7407

CHURCH OFFICERS (Jan. 1 – Dec. 31, 2018)
George Lawrence, President
Barbara Tinker, Vice President
Connie Squibb, Recording Secretary
Parker Pearson, Treasurer

CHURCH STAFF

Jason Talsness, Pastor
Mary Maner, Choral Director
Diane Boyd, Church Organist
Marcia Stinson, Interim Church Secretary (Mon–Fri, 9:30-12:30)
Barbara Roush, Church Bookkeeper (Tuesday mornings)

Help Keep Our Records Current
Have you changed your e-mail address?  Moved?  Have a new mailing address?  New home or cell
telephone number?  New work telephone number?  Please share updates with the church office by
calling 598-1188 or e-mailing MessiahSk@gmail.com.

Newsletter production by Parish Life Ministry
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