
Mission Statement

In the name of Jesus, welcome everyone,
grow in faith, support one another, serve others. May 2018

M e s s i a h  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h
A CONGREGATION OF THE

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

A New Liturgy  “Now the Feast and Celebration”

We will be introducing a new liturgy in May. The goal is to eventually
incorporate it into our Fourth Sunday worship service. Until then, we
will be learning different portions of the liturgy throughout the weeks
to come.  As we embark on this endeavor, some talk about worship and
the liturgy would be helpful a foundation.

What is worship?

Our denomination’s website (www.elca.org) has an extensive
explanation of worship, and offers this description:

Connected with and central to everything we do, worship unites us in
celebration, engages us in thoughtful dialogue and helps us grow in faith. It
grounds us in our Christian and Lutheran roots, while demonstrating practical
relevance for today’s world.

Worship is central to our life together as a congregation. Looking at the verbs in this
statement, worship unites, engages, helps us grow, grounds, and demonstrates relevance.
Worship is where God meets us in his holy Word and in the sacraments of Holy Communion
and Baptism, offering us His grace. We respond in praise and thanksgiving.

What exactly is a “Liturgy”?

Our church follows a pattern of worship called the liturgy.  The root of the term is “work”
(the “urg” is from the Greek “ergon,” found in other words such as “energy” and
“ergonomic”). The work is the work of the people, but we also might interpret “liturgy” as
also being the work of God. Our pattern for worship comes to us from the Catholic Church
but has roots dating back to 5th century Christianity.  Elements of the liturgy can be traced
to the New Testament and even to worship in Jesus’s day in the synagogue.

Our pattern of worship is historic and Biblical and thus, traditional. There are plenty of
ways Christians can and do worship and we trust God finds them all pleasing, but we follow
the liturgy. It is one of the identifying marks of Lutheranism. As such, Lutherans are
generally cautious when it comes to change in worship.
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Though the pattern is established, liturgy does allow for flexibility. Melodies vary due to
context. Instrumentation can vary, based on the gifts of the musicians and setting.
Christians who have used the liturgy have used various melodies over the centuries. The
words remain the same, but the tunes to those words change.

Which brings us to the subject of a new liturgy.  Although liturgical worship led by an organ
will likely always be the backbone of worship at Messiah, we do have room for embellishing
this norm.  And I believe it is time to learn a new liturgy. One that is pleasant, singable
and uses the piano.  It is called “Now the Feast and Celebration.”

Change?  Learning a New Liturgy isn’t always fun.

As a choir member, I don’t always like a new piece of music when it is introduced in
rehearsal. I will ask myself “Why are we learning this? It doesn’t sound right”. Five
minutes of struggling through a new piece feels like a half hour. It isn’t fun to learn new
pieces of music. But the funny thing is, once I learn the piece and by the time we sing it
in worship, I will then admit to loving it, grateful to have learned it.  My impression
completely changed through guidance and repeated exposure.

Such is the case with learning a new liturgy:  it requires effort and intentionality, and time
to absorb the new melodies and make them our own.

Long-time Lutherans might remember the introduction of “Lutheran Book of Worship”
otherwise known as the “Green Book,” in 1978. I was eleven years old, and I remember
the confusion and consternation this new liturgy caused. Some people outright hated it,
like children being forced to eat broccoli, and they didn’t hesitate to share their
displeasure.

And in a world that is constantly changing, many find comfort and peace in the consistency
of the liturgy. Most of the time we continue on with what we have always known, with little
thought.

Now the Feast and Celebration: A Slow Roll-Out.

I’ve long thought our “Fourth Sunday Worship Service,” also called the Blended Service,”
could use some musical structure. It is a piano-based service, but instruments can be
added to the piano.  If you can play bass, flute, guitar, or clarinet, we can use your gifts
and add to the musical texture of the service.

Few things are as frustrating as trying to sing new music. And for that reason, we will NOT
be dropping the congregation into the entire liturgy all at once.  Instead, elements of the
liturgy will be added over time.  And over time I believe Messiah will come to love “Now
the Feast and Celebration.”  It has been out for over 25 years and is treasured in many a
Lutheran church across our country.

I will sing a new song to you, O God.
Psalm 144

In the Joy of the Resurrection, 
Pastor Jason Talsness 
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† Prayers of support for the family and friends of Mary Freda McVeigh,
who was a charter member of Messiah together with her late husband, Amos.
† Prayers of support for the family and friends of Chuck Ortmann, who
died on Wednesday, March 7, 2018 in Gig Harbor, WA.
† Prayers of support for Pattye and Clarke Field, and the family and
friends of Pattye’s brother Klee Dobra, who died on March 13, 2018, seven
months after his wife Anne passed away.  We especially pray for his
daughters Sheree, Mindy, and Holly.

† Prayers of healing for our members, friends, and relatives undergoing
special care and treatment: Sandy Clarke, Ann Farr, Bob Farr, Eric
Gilster (recovering from knee surgery on May 3), Jen Hylander (Ken
Hylander’s mother who is recovering from hip surgery after a fall), Levi
Ingvalson (Lana & Eric Gilster’s four year old grandnephew), Christine
Kumagai, Ray Kunsman, Bridget (Shirley & Phil Nack’s granddaughter),
Judy Nord, Char Ramshaw, Tom Richardson, Linda Shadel, infant Vera
(Andrea & Robert Felkins’ granddaughter, who was born on January 30 and
will need heart surgery), and Marguerite Weisemann.

May Announcements

Copies of the May issue of THE LUTHERAN, the official news magazine of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America, as well as DAILY DEVOTIONAL BOOKLETS for the 2nd quarter
of 2018, are available on the table in the entrance foyer of the sanctuary.  Also, a limited
number of LARGE PRINT devotionals are available.

CERTAIN SCHEDULED MEETINGS and EVENTS IN MAY
< Birthday Sunday is May 13.  If your birthday is this month, be sure to come to church

on the 13th so that we can celebrate your birth!
< Women’s Monday Morning Bible Study will meet each Monday in May.  See within.
< Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study will meet each Wednesday in May.  See within.
< Evangelism Ministry’s Faith Ambassador Training will be at 6:00 p.m. on Monday,

May 21 at Lynn McLauchlan’s home (5 Tondee Lane, Tel. 349-0234).  This will be the
5th and final training for Faith Ambassadors.  This has been such a wonderful
experience and we hope to do the training again.

< Craft 'n Gab will meet on Saturday, May 26, starting at 11:00 a.m.
< Evangelism’s Caring Card Ministry will meet at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, May 26.
< Staff Support/Mutual Ministry will meet at 10:30 a.m. on Tuesday, May 22.
< Church Council will meet at 5:45 p.m. on Tuesday, May 22.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER OUR SISTERS AND BROTHERS

This is Christ’s church.  There is a place for you here.

We are the church that shares a living, daring confidence in God’s grace.  Liberated by our faith,
we embrace you as a whole person — questions, complexities and all.  Join us as we do God’s

work in Christ’s name for the life of the world. SOURCE: www.ELCA.org

http://www.ELCA.org
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On behalf of Church Council, I will be attending the church
leadership seminar detailed in the following section.  This sounds
like a workshop that would be worthwhile for many members of
Messiah to attend.  So, I encourage you to consider going.  Feel
free to talk to me about it.

INVITATION TO A SEMINAR
Lay Leader Training with Special Focus on Congregational Councils

 
What: This is referred to as “best practices” in the corporate world.  Presented by

Wayne Fell, Director for Evangelical Mission and Assistant to the Bishop of the
Southeastern Synod of the ELCA.

 
Where: Zion Lutheran Church, 121 Noel C. Conway Road, Guyton, GA 31312
 
When: Saturday, May 12, 2018, from 9:00 a.m. to 12 noon
 
Who Should Attend: Congregational Council members, including pastors and other lay

people who may become future Council members.
 
How Much: No charge regardless of number of people attending.
 
RSVP to: Wayne Fell, e-mail: wfell@elca-ses.org, cell: 815-342-0863.
 
Other Topic: Would it be beneficial to hold future classes that show the practices of

growing churches?  There are churches that are growing and thriving in
this current environment.   This will be discussed by the attendees.

George Lawrence,
President

5/05 Erin & Phil Haug’s 11th
5/07 Tammy & Gerry Quirk’s 52nd
5/09 Mary & Fred Buck’s 48th
5/17 Peggy & Parker Pearson’s 44th
5/29 Marcia & Greg Stinson’s 14th
5/30 Anne & Eric Gladden’s 20th
5/30 Grace & Olin Bockes
5/31 Jane & Steve Holst’s 32nd

5/01 Larry Holst
5/05 Gerry Quirk
5/06 Ray Kunsman
5/06 Dan Meyer
5/07 Cheryl Liebgott
5/08 Mary Stewart
5/09 Roger Nord
5/11 Janet Reardon
5/12 Jerry Thorne
5/13 Ethel Baldwin
5/14 Ann Farr
5/15 Megan Boyden

5/15 Yona Haug
5/19 Wes Peper
5/19 Norma Stevens
5/21 Stephanie Williams
5/24 Dianne Franz
5/24 Fay Holst
5/25 Milda Blaney
5/27 Sandy Schmoll
5/29 Ron Maner
5/30 Harriette Koeller
5/31 Ed Hill
5/31 Diana Wilson

mailto:wfell@elca-ses.org
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In Memoriam

Our dear brother in Christ, Charles Henry
Ortmann, “Chuck” for those who knew or loved
him, passed peacefully on March 7, 2018 in Gig
Harbor, WA with his daughter Joan and her
family at his side. He was preceded in death by
his beloved wife and high school sweetheart,
Betty, and his daughter, Carol.

Born June 1, 1929, Chuck grew up in Milwaukee,
WI, the son of Charles and Ida, brother to David,
all of whom passed before him. He is survived by
his children Jeffrey, Joan Redman (Brian), and

Charlie (Paula).  He was a devoted and enthusiastic grandfather to Jeff’s daughter
Karli, stepson Ken, Joan’s children Brian, Jim (Kristin) and Katie, Charlie’s sons Kyle
(Bridget) and Kit, and great grandfather to Jameson Redman.

If writing this himself, Chuck would emphasize the importance of “Family and
Friends,” his favorite quote. He was loved by many of both. What he might not
proclaim as loudly, but that was at the very thread of who he was, was his faith. He
taught and exemplified a strong Christian faith in many ways and worshiped and
volunteered actively at Grace Lutheran Church for the decades he resided in Glen
Ellyn, IL, and at Messiah Lutheran Church in Savannah, GA, helping to establish that
church on Skidaway Island.

What Chuck would not include, but what many knew him for, is football.  Chuck would
share that the Lord changed his life with the gift of football and the University of
Michigan.  But what would remain unspoken were his accomplishments, such as
member of the University of Michigan Hall of Fame and the Rose Bowl Hall of Fame,
the 1948 National Championship team, and NFL contracts. He was incredibly humble
about these achievements that few could claim. The more likely story he would tell
would be from his days coaching his sons in youth football with The Churchill School
Blue Raiders or the Glen Ellyn Rams, or his favorites from the days of coaching his
daughters in Glen Ellyn Softball. Chuck could always capture a group with a story or
joke, which contributed to his success in the business world, selling for many different
companies as he cultivated opportunities and lasting relationships.

A Funeral Service for Chuck Ortmann will be held at 2:00 p.m. on Saturday, May 12,
2018, at Messiah Lutheran Church.  A reception in the Fellowship Hall will follow the
service.  Donations in his name may be made to Messiah Lutheran Church, 1 W. Ridge
Road, Savannah, GA 31411.

May God grant the family and friends of Chuck blessed memories
and resurrection peace through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
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The Arts at Messiah

Our opening concert on Friday, April 27 was outstanding!  Italian natives and major
international piano competition prize winners Roberto Plano and Paola Del Negro wowed
an audience of over 115 with their dynamic and riveting performance.  The four
remaining concerts in this series are sure to delight audiences just as well.  Please
make plans to attend – and invite your friends and neighbors.

Marina Lomazov, Piano • Friday, May 11 • 7:30 pm
See article on following page for details.

Jennifer Zetlan, Soprano • Friday, June 1 • 7:30 pm

Jennifer Zetlan continues to garner recognition for her artistry and captivating stage
presence.  She has debuted on the stages of the Metropolitan Opera, New York City
Opera, Seattle Opera, Santa Fe Opera and Florida Grand Opera.  She has performed
with the New York Philharmonic, St. Paul Chamber Orchestra, the Indianapolis
Symphony, The Juilliard Orchestra and has been heard at Carnegie Hall in recital and
with Oratorio Society of New York, Musica Sacra, and the New York Youth Symphony.

Andrew Li, Piano • Friday, July 13 • 7:30 pm
Rising Star Concert

Second Place Winner at the 2017 Hilton Head Piano Competition; First Prize in the 2016
Boston Symphony Orchestra Youth Concerto Competition; First Prize in the 2014 Concerto
Competition at the New England Conservatory Preparatory School; First Prize in the 2009
and 2010 Steinway Competition in Boston in Divisions One and Two; and starting at age
seven, First Prize in the Bay State Piano Competition for five consecutive years.

Leyla Kubuli, Piano • Friday, August 10 • 7:30 pm
Joseph Pramberger Memorial Concert

A student at the San Francisco Conservatory of Music Pre-College Division; Pianist of
the San Francisco Symphony Youth Orchestra; First Prizes in the Los Angeles Young
Artists International, the Wildflower Young Artist Music Showcase, and the eMuse
International competitions; Second Prize in the Enkor International Piano Competition;
Third Prize in the Virginia Waring International Concerto Competition; a 2016 and 2017
National Young Arts winner; and a Chopin Foundation Scholarship recipient.

PLEASE JOIN US IN PRESENTING BEAUTIFUL MUSIC AT MESSIAH!

Your generous tax-deductible contribution supports the continuation of this wonderful
series of summer concerts.  Over the years, we have developed a reputation for
presenting concerts of varied types, featuring a range of outstanding talent – from
rising stars to winners of world class competitions.  This is made possible by a
community of supporters who have stood behind the series’ 17 years of stable growth
and who continue to stand behind its mission.  We invite you to support The Arts at
Messiah.  Please make your check payable to “Messiah Lutheran Church” and mark the
memo line “The Arts at Messiah.”
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The Arts at Messiah
presents

Marina Lomazov,
Piano

Friday, May 11 • 7:30 pm

Modest Mussorgsky Pictures at an Exhibition
Pyotr Tchaikovsky From The Seasons, Op. 37a
Alexander Scriabin Étude Op. 42, No. 5

Preludes Op.11, Nos. 1, 4, 10, & 14
Nicolai Kapustin Variations, Op. 41

Praised by critics as “dazzling” (The New York Times chief music critic Anthony Tommasini)
and “a diva of the piano” (Salt Lake City Tribune), Marina Lomazov has established herself
as one of the most passionate and charismatic performers on the concert scene today.

Following prizes at major international piano competitions, Ms. Lomazov has performed
throughout North America, South America, China, Japan, Europe, and Russia.  She has
given major debuts in New York (Weill-Carnegie Hall), Boston (Symphony Hall), Chicago
(Dame Myra Hess Concert Series), Los Angeles (Museum of Art), Shanghai (City Theater),
and Kiev (Kiev International Music Festival).

Before immigrating to the United States in 1990, Ms. Lomazov studied at the Kiev
Conservatory where she became the youngest First Prize Winner at the all-Kiev Piano
Competition. Ms. Lomazov holds degrees from the Juilliard School and the Eastman School
of Music, the latter bestowing upon her the highly coveted Artist’s Certificate – an honor
the institution had not given a pianist for nearly two decades.

The concert is free, and no reservations or tickets are needed.
Freewill contributions will be appreciated to help defray costs.
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Diane Boyd,
Director

NOTES FROM

THE CHORAL DIRECTOR
Mary Maner

May Rehearsal Schedules

Men’s Chorus
On break until the fall.

Chancel Choir
Wednesdays, May 2 and 9 at 7:00 p.m.
Then on break until the fall.

Women’s Choir
Sunday, May 6 at 10:05 a.m.
Then on break until the fall.

Come, join a choir, share your talents, and
enjoy the joy of Christian fellowship.

           May
Rehearsal Schedule

Brass Plus will meet at
9:00 a.m. on Saturdays,
May 12 and 26.

May
Rehearsal Schedule

Sundays, May 6 and 13;
will sing on May 20,
Pentecost Sunday.

May Rehearsal Schedule

Wednesdays at 5:45 p.m
Saturdays at 10:00 a.m.

through May 19.
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News from the Christian Education Ministry
Barbara Tinker, Chairman

On Sunday, May 6 Pat Cooper will share her
experiences regarding her new weekend
ministering and witnessing to women prisoners.
With the remaining time in class, we will view
the 4th session DVD of Andy Stanley’s Big
Church.  During the rest of the month of May we
will continue with the Big Church series.  2000
years ago, a gathering of people in a Middle
Eastern city began a movement. And circling the
globe and leaving its mark on individuals and
cultures on every continent, this movement
would eventually become known as the church.

When you hear the word “church,” what comes to mind? It’s probably a far cry from what
the people in the first century thought of when they thought of the church. In this series
we will look at how the original church has changed over time and how we can recapture
the exciting movement of the Spirit.

Please join us for Sunday morning Bible study at 10:20 a.m. in the conference room. The
discussions are always interesting and you will be amazed how your faith grows when you
share it!

We are now following the Beth Moore study entitled “Living
Beyond Yourself: Exploring the Fruit of the Spirit.”  In this study
we will grow in and experience the work of the Holy Spirit in us.
Come and join us on Monday mornings at 9:30 in the church’s
Conference Room.  If you have questions, please contact
Argerie Martin (598-8211, martinw720@aol.com).

Contributed by
Barb Tinker

Youth Sunday School (6th grade – high
school), led by Steve Derr, will meet in the back
hall classroom on Sundays, May 6 and 13, and
then break until the fall.

Contributed by
Argerie Martin

mailto:martinw720@aol.com
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& Bible Study

The Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study will meet each Wednesday in May
at 8:00 a.m. in the card room at the Marshwood Club in The Landings.
All men are welcome to join.

NOTE: Please try to let Pastor Jason know if you plan to attend so
that accurate reservations may be made.  You don’t need to be a
member of The Landings Club to attend and have breakfast.  Also,
off-island men may contact Pastor Jason for a gate pass.

Tapestry Family Life!
Inter-generational Family Discipleship!

All are welcome to join us Sundays mornings!
Contributed by Alexandra Talsness

“I want you woven into a tapestry of love,
in touch with everything there is to know of God.”

Colossians 2:2 MSG

What a school year this has been! Hurricanes! Snow!  Are you ready for the pace of
summer? Coming up this month we will have our last Family Room Sunday until school
starts again in August, but we will offer Storyteller Sundays beginning at the end of May.

Something New!  Summer Storyteller Sundays! Early Church Adventures!

May 27 through August 5 every Sunday morning after worship there will be a brief time
for children to hear or read a Bible story about the Early Church Adventures from different
members of Messiah. 

Summer Sunday Storyteller Sign Up, 13 May!

Please consider choosing a summer Sunday to read a Bible Story to our youngest
worshipers!  Please stop by to pick a Storyteller packet and volunteer to help us provide
continuous enrichment of our young families.  Look for our Tapestry Table on Mother’s Day
to become a part of providing a place for children and families to gather to grow in faith.
It is vital for the next generation!

Sample Agenda
10:10-10:15 am Introductions and Story Theme
10:15-10:20 am Read the Bible Storybook and discuss
10:20-10:25 am Read the story from the Children’s Bible and discuss
10:25-10:30 am Prayer requests and brief closing prayer

Contact Alexandra Talsness for more information (motherprayers@bellsouth.net).

mailto:motherprayers@bellsouth.net
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Week of 6 May
Tapestry Family Life! Final Family Room Sunday of the school year! 

All are welcome! Families will gather at 10:20 a.m. in The Family Room for our Bible Story
of John writing God’s vision. Don’t miss it! Our Keys to the Kingdom Verse this week is:

“Take to heart what is written . . . the time is near.”  Revelation 1:3

13 May Happy Mother’s Day!
Enjoy celebrating with family!

20 May Pentecost and Confirmation Celebration!
We will celebrate with cake in the Fellowship Hall.

27 May Memorial Day Storyteller Sunday
Story:  12 Ordinary Men
Keys to the Kingdom Verse: “Come, follow me,” Jesus said,
“and I will send you out to fish for people.”  Mark1:17 NIV

On May 6 we will recognize those members who are involved in our
Children’s Christian Education programs.  Please join us in expressing
your appreciation to Steve Derr, Alexandra Talsness, Joy Olson, Ann
Farr, and Peggy Pearson for the time and energy they have poured into
the children at Messiah.

We are excited to announce that on May 20
Ana Talsness will make a public confession of
her faith and be confirmed into the life and
mission of the Christian community.
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Contributed by
Lynn McLauchlan

News from the Evangelism Ministry
Linda Jacla, Chairman

Ladies Night Out – A Joint Social Event of the Evangelism and
Parish Life Ministries

On Thursday, May 24, we will gather at 6:00 p.m. in the Fellowship
Hall at church.  There we will feast on hors d’oeuvres and dessert!
And after dinner we will make some simple origami flowers.  Bring
your own beverage.

If you haven’t yet made it to one of these events, please join us for
good fellowship, food and laughter. E-mail Lynn McLauchlan
(LynnMcL5@gmail.com) or sign up on the sheet in the Narthex by
May 21.  Oh, and please indicate if you can help with the food!  If you
need a ride, please let Lynn know so we can arrange rides.

News from the Outreach Ministry
Connie Squibb, Chairman

America’s Second Harvest of Coastal Georgia
Contributed by Amanda Ridberg

This month’s 4th Sunday Food Drive (May 27) to support America’s
Second Harvest has a liquid focus!  The “FOOD OF THE MONTH” for May
is SOUP – any size.

We encourage you to bring only soup in May, but all nonperishable
donations will be gratefully accepted.  We will “count” the quantity of
soup given as a measure of Messiah’s giving.  Watch for BOGO (“Buy
One, Get One”) or grab your coupon and get some to donate.

Report on April’s Food Drive: We collected 206 boxes of Mac ‘n Cheese, and 54 pounds
of other canned goods. Great job, Messiah Lutheran!

CGCA Teachers’ Appreciation Brunch

On Tuesday, May 22 we will host a Teacher’s Appreciation Brunch for about
75 staff members of the Coastal Georgia Comprehensive Academy, a very
special school.  We need members to help prepare and serve the brunch.   We
will be back at the church by noon!  Please come and meet some of the
teachers and staff who make this school such a success. If you would like to
carpool, please be at the church at 8:30 a.m.  Please sign-up on the kiosk in
the Narthex.  What a wonderful project!

mailto:LynnMcL5@gmail.com


MLC Newsletter ~ May 2018 ~ Page 13

News from the Parish Life Ministry
Jill Poole, Chairman

If you were born in May we want to celebrate you.  Please join us
in the Fellowship Hall after service on May 13 for Birthday Sunday.
Enjoy a slice of Birthday Cake and a Happy Birthday Serenade from
your fellow church members.

Messiah Kids’ Fishing Derby

On Saturday, May 26, the Coastal Conservation Association
(CCA) is holding its annual Kids’ Fishing Derby at the Kids’
Fishing Pond (Lagoon #56, behind the fire house, near the
crossover bridge on Westcross at Log Landing) in Oakridge
at The Landings.  It is free and open to kids ages 3-15.
Messiah will have a tournament within a tournament at this
event.  Registration begins at 8:30 a.m., fishing begins at
9:00 a.m., and lasts until 10:30, with CCA giving prizes by
age group at 11:00.  After that, Messiah will have a
separate award ceremony for additional prizes.

The goal is to help kids learn to enjoy fishing, promote
sportsmanship and conservation, and provide family fun.
CCA provides poles and bait at the event, and no prior
fishing experience is necessary. Every child who is going

needs to be there with an adult, but one adult can bring more than one child. Closed-toe
shoes are necessary, and sunscreen, bug spray, a hat, and a chair are recommended.

A sign up sheet for the event will be located in the narthex.  If you have any questions
please contact John Duren or Peter Talsness.  If it rains, the derby will be held the next
day at 3:00 and will last until 4:30, with awards immediately following.

This ongoing group of crafty gabbers will get
together on Saturday, May 26, at 11:00 a.m. and
the fun will last until 1:30 p.m. or later!  They do
some crafting, but mostly they enjoy each other’s
company.  Everyone is welcome!  Bring a “project”
and come join in the “gabbing” or just come for a
cup of coffee.  For more information, talk to Argerie
Martin, Connie Squibb, or Joy Olson.
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Messiah Night at the Savannah Bananas – June 19

The Men’s Group has organized a special ticket package for Messiah members at the
Savannah Bananas game on Tuesday evening, June 19.  That night, the theme is “Bark in
the Park” and it may appeal to pet owners in addition to others who just want to go to the
game and socialize.  Of course you can bring your dog!  Cost per person is $15 and that
includes a ticket for the game PLUS food and drink. This began as a Messiah Men Group
Event, but because of their BIG hearts, they decided to invite everyone.  So men, women,
children, friends, and neighbors plus the dog – all are invited.  There is a signup sheet on
the kiosk in the narthex.  Plan to join your friends at the ball park for a fun evening.

P.S. The Bananas are playing the Lexington County SC (Columbia) team that night.
P.S.S. The menu includes hotdogs, hamburgers, chicken sandwiches, water, soda,
popcorn and dessert.  All you can eat!

News from the Property Ministry
Tim Andrews, Chairman

Here and There Around the Church

• The installation of LED bulbs in the Sanctuary’s lights is complete.
• Painting estimates for the church’s exterior are in process.
• A leak in the main water supply for the sprinkler system has been repaired,

together with another one that was identified.
• New Hearing Devices: We have acquired two new hearing devices to aid

hearing impaired worshipers.  They are small portable units that have one or
two ear pieces.  If you are interested in trying them out, please talk with Tim
Andrews (612-868-5222; timandrews1114@comcast.net). There is also an
option to purchase one’s own unit.  The cost is $130.00. 

If you see something that needs attention, please tell Tim.

mailto:timandrews1114@comcast.net
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 News from the Stewardship Ministry
George Lawrence, Chairman

The Stewardship Ministry hosted The Rev. Jan Setzler, Co-Development
Director of Novus Way Ministries Sunday, April 22. He gave the sermon,
educating the congregation on the Southeast Synod’s outdoor ministries
including retreats, camps, and general facilities use that our members can
enjoy.  ELCA churches in Georgia and Alabama are partnering to launch a new
outdoor ministry, Lutheranch.  Located in Tallapoosa, GA near the Alabama state line,
Lutheranch will be a place for people of all ages to enjoy the outdoors and grow in faith in
God.  Members of Messiah are asked to consider supporting this exciting new ministry.

News from the Staff Support/Mutual Ministry
Lynnetta Hartson, Chairman

Our dear former office administrator Cynthia Sharpley arrived safely in
Brazil and is enjoying being with her family.

News from the Worship and Music Ministry
Tom Olson, Chairman

In May, we will introduce a new liturgy for worship “Now is the Feast
and Celebration” by Marty Hagen.  It is printed in our hymnal for easy
access.  The choir will lead the congregation in the Kyrie  and Now is
the Feast and Celebration.  We invite you to join us after hearing the
melodic line the first time.  Additional sections will be added in the
future. We look forward to sharing this new endeavor as a congregation.

Soli Deo,
Mary Maner

Liturgical Colors during Easter
(The season of Easter is April 1, 2018 through May 20, 2018.)

Color of the Season
^ For the Sundays of Easter, white suggests the joy of the resurrection.

“We are not judged by the size of our churches, but the way we inhabit them.”
Sister Julienne, Call the Midwife, Season 7, Episode 7.
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Highlights from Church Council’s Meeting on April 16, 2018

Please note the following highlights have been taken from the draft minutes
that will be presented for approval at Council’s May 2018 meeting.

• Pastor’s Report.  Pastor Talsness reported the following:
< May 20 is Pentecost Sunday.  We will celebrate Confirmation Sunday as well.
< Constitution & Bylaws.  A group is being formed to review the congregation’s

governing documents.  Members are Pam Allen, Frank Liebgott, George Lawrence,
John Duren, and Pastor.  This group’s goal is make a presentation at the November
2018 Congregational Meeting.  The report will be presented to Council prior to
Congregational Meeting.

< Finances at Messiah.  The 2017 audit is complete with some recommendations.
Current software has limitations.  Rob Fritz will assist in looking at what can be done
with current software and/or other recommendations.

• Parish Life Ministry.  Jill Poole reported the following:
< May Event.  Parents’ Morning Out is being planned for May
< June Event.  A Bingo event is being planned for June.
< Kiosk.  A makeover is in process.

• Worship and Music Ministry.  Tom Olson reported the following:
< Flower Arranging.  Amanda Ridberg and Diane Boyd may be doing a seminar for

those interested in flower arranging.
< Children’s Sermon.  The ministry is talking with potential puppeteers.
< Readers.  Diana Wilson will remind Readers to speak clearly, loudly, and slowly.
< Audio-Visual.  AV helpers in the balcony are being asked to adjust volume on

microphone for readers to ensure that all can hear the readings.
< Sharing the Peace.  Will start again in May.
< Handbell Choir.  A MOTION was approved to use Memorial Funds for the purchase of

hand chimes for the Handbell Choir.  The cost is estimated to be $2,000.
• Finance Ministry Report.  Greg Stinson reported that the period ending March 31,

2018 saw a surplus of $11,508.   This represents approximate $10,000 ahead of 2017.
Capital Fund is also doing well with $42K balance on the building.  We are currently
doing well with both the operational and capital budgets.

Living Lutheran: “The 'e' word”

Connotations of the word “evangelical” have led some Lutherans to distance themselves
from the term or to distinguish from cultural evangelicals by using a different
pronunciation. So why does the ELCA have the word “evangelical” in its name? It goes
back to the core of Lutheran identity, as “evangelical” comes from the Greek word
euangelion, meaning “good news” or “gospel.” Living Lutheran’s April cover story
explores this history and how Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton is encouraging people
to “reclaim the word ‘evangelical’.”  Read the full article:

www.livinglutheran.org/2018/04/the-e-word.

http://www.livinglutheran.org/2018/04/the-e-word
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From our Photo Album .  .  .

Sunday, April 1 ~ Easter

First Holy Communion. 

Easter Sunday welcomed six
of our young children to fully
participate in the Lord's
Supper. What a wonderful way
to celebrate Easter!  Left to
right are Zion & Amir Polite,
Helena Talsness, Luke, Elijah,
and Ryder Nguyen.
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Sunday, April 15   Ryder Nguyen
served as an acolyte for the first time,
together with Helena Talsness.

Elijah & Luke Nguyen served
as acolytes for the first time! 

Sunday, April 8

Pastor Jason with April 2018 Birthday
Honorees (left to right) Connie Fay, Judy
Lawrence, Susan Whitake, Geoff Wilson, Jan
Hazel, and Grace Bockes.
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Connie Squibb received a prayer for
safe travels before leaving on a
mission trip with WOGO to Cuba.

Zion and Amir Polite served
as acolytes for the first time!

Sunday, April 22

Tuesday, April 24

A new ministry, “Cooks and Conversation,” cooked for those in need in the church’s
kitchen.
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Also on Tuesday, Messiah men enjoyed a beer tasting with food at Pearson's Porch.
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Thursday was Judy Lawrence’s
birthday, so she received special
treatment!

Maurine Bagwell, Joan Jacobsen, Barb
Tinker, Judy Lawrence, & Jane Holst show
the prizes they won!

Concert Pianists Roberto Plano
and Paola Del Negro

Fayha Polite, Cello, and Lyric
Olson, Violin, delighted the
congregation with Panis
Angelicus by César Franck.

Thursday, April 26

Ladies Night Out saw wonderful fellowship, and featured baked potatoes with various
toppings and DESSERTS!  What could be better?

Friday, April 27
      Sunday, April 29



Messiah Lutheran Church of Skidaway Island
1 West Ridge Road
Savannah, GA 31411

MESSI A H  LU T H E R A N  CH UR C H  -  A  ST EP H E N  MI N I S T R Y  CO N G R EG A TI O N

CHURCH COUNCIL

Tim Andrews, Property Ministry Chair, timandrews1114@comcast.net
Lynnetta Hartson, Staff Support/Mutual Ministry Chair, lhartson@comcast.net
Linda Jacla, Evangelism Ministry Chair, ljacla@gmail.com
George Lawrence, Stewardship Ministry Chair, mppggl13@gmail.com
Tom Olson, Worship and Music Ministry Chair, Tolson@kernengineering.com
Jill Poole, Parish Life Ministry Chair, jilldpoole@aol.com
Connie Squibb, Outreach Ministry Chair, c.squibb01@yahoo.com
Greg Stinson, Finance Ministry Chair, gtstinson@comcast.net
Barbara Tinker, Christian Education Ministry Chair, tinker.barbara@gmail.com
Jason Talsness, Pastor, skidawaypastorj@gmail.com; Cell phone: (770) 570-7407

CHURCH OFFICERS (Jan. 1 – Dec. 31, 2018)
George Lawrence, President
Barbara Tinker, Vice President
Connie Squibb, Recording Secretary
Parker Pearson, Treasurer

CHURCH STAFF

Jason Talsness, Pastor
Mary Maner, Choral Director
Diane Boyd, Church Organist
Marcia Stinson, Interim Church Secretary (Mon–Fri, 9:30-12:30)
Barbara Roush, Church Bookkeeper (Tues mornings)

Help Keep Our Records Current
Have you changed your e-mail address?  Moved?  Have a new mailing address?  New home or cell
telephone number?  New work telephone number?  Please share updates with the church office by
calling 598-1188 or e-mailing MessiahSk@gmail.com.
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