
Mission Statement

In the name of Jesus, welcome everyone,
grow in faith, support one another, serve others. April 2018

M e s s i a h  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h
A CONGREGATION OF THE

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Sensing the Gospel:
Easter and the Five Senses

Easter is here. The
tomb is empty!
Jesus has risen from
the dead. We rejoice
in this good news
that God has
defeated death. So
let the alleluias
flow, for ours is a
god of life!  Easter
is a time of hope
and joy.

But with all the
celebration, it is easy to lose track of the center of
Easter: the resurrection. Although almost everyone
knows Easter is about Jesus rising from the dead, there
persists a vague distancing from this fact. Perhaps the
Easter story seems too good to be true. Or maybe a body
coming back to life is a little too graphic. Whatever the
case, sometimes I see Easter turned into more general
terms, i.e., that God is good, or that spring rekindles
hope. Such sentiments are good to have, but with Easter
these notions do well to be connected to the story of
Christ and the resurrection.

Novelist John Updike wrote a poem about Easter you can
see next to this article. Raised in the Lutheran church in
Pennsylvania, Updike’s poem embraces the literal aspects
of the resurrection. Referring to cells and molecules,
amino acids rekindling, and the valves in Jesus’ heart, one

Seven Stanzas at Easter
John Updike

Make no mistake: if he rose at all
It was as His body;
If the cell’s dissolution did not

reverse, the molecule reknit,
The amino acids rekindle,
The Church will fall.

It was not as the flowers,
Each soft spring recurrent;
It was not as His Spirit in the mouths

and fuddled eyes of the
Eleven apostles;
It was as His flesh; ours.

The same hinged thumbs and toes
The same valved heart
That-pierced-died, withered, paused,

and then regathered
Out of enduring Might
New strength to enclose.

Let us not mock God with metaphor,
Analogy, sidestepping, transcendence,
Making of the event a parable, a sign

painted in the faded
Credulity of earlier ages:
Let us walk through the door.

The stone is rolled back, not
papier-mache,

Not a stone in a story,
But the vast rock of materiality that in

the slow grinding of
Time will eclipse for each of us
The wide light of day.

And if we have an angel at the tomb,
Make it a real angel,
Weighty with Max Planck’s quanta,

vivid with hair, opaque in
The dawn light, robed in real linen
Spun on a definite loom.

Let us not seek to make it less monstrous,
For our own convenience, our own

sense of beauty,
Lest, awakened in one unthinkable

hour, we are embarrassed
By the miracle,
And crushed by remonstrance.

MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH OF SKIDAWAY ISLAND
1 WEST RIDGE ROAD, SAVANNAH, GA   31411

The Rev. Jason W. Talsness        Cell: (770) 570-7407              E-mail: skidawaypastorj@gmail.com
Office Telephone: (912) 598-1188       Office FAX: (912) 598-1339
E-MAIL: messiahsk@gmail.com            WEB: www.messiahsi.org

The Incredulity of Saint Thomas, a painting,
c. 1601-1602, by Caravaggio

mailto:skidawaypastorj@gmail.com
mailto:messiahsk@gmail.com
http://www.messiahsk.com


MLC Newsletter ~ April 2018 ~ Page 2

one is confronted with imagery of the body. Updike wants us to hold fast to claim that
Jesus’s body was raised from the dead, that the stone was heavy, that angels are real.  He
famously quips “Let us not mock God with metaphor, analogy, sidestepping,
transcendence.”  He is warning us not to tame Easter or generalize it, which would turn
Easter into a metaphor thus mocking God, but instead opening us to embrace Easter for
what it is, Jesus Christ raised from the dead, with cells, valves, bones, flesh and everything
else that makes up the body.

I welcome Updike’s invitation. Sometimes we want to spiritualize Christianity to the point
of taking it out of the here-and-now, or render the Bible to the abstract. That Updike says
in a poem what theologians might need 500 pages to argue is refreshing.

Jesus cannot be reduced to an abstraction. Salvation happens in the person of Jesus,
human flesh raised from the dead. To underscore this reality, during the season of Easter
we will be doing a series that embraces a the tangible aspects of the faith. Called “Sensing
the Gospel,” each week we will focus on one of the five senses as portrayed in the Bible.

April 8: Touch  
April 15: Sight
April 22: (Off-theme: Lutheran Outdoor ministry)

April 29: Taste
May 6: Smell
May 12: Hearing

Through this series we will see that Jesus did not reject the physical aspects of being, but
through the senses he promoted life and living. These passages permit us to reflect on who
we are and how we bear witness to the Gospel, the Good News of Jesus Christ.  We
encounter God through the senses, we know Christ not just through our thoughts and
ideas, but also through the fullness of the senses, through our bodies.

We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we
have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands,
concerning the word of life . . . . 1 John 1:1

Happy Easter, Christ is Risen!
Pastor Jason Talsness

On Sunday, April 22 our congregation is blessed to present The Rev. Dr.
John L. (Jan) Setzler, Co-Development Director of Novus Way Ministries
(Lutheridge+Lutherock+Luther Springs+Lutheranch).  Pastor Zetzler
will give us a brief pulpit talk on the first newly constructed ministry
facility on Lutheranch property, a multiuse retreat facility that will serve
up to 100 guests. Be prepared for an enlightened talk on one of our
synod’s newest developments.
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† Prayers of support for the family and friends of Chuck Ortmann, who
died on Wednesday, March 7, 2018 in Gig Harbor, WA.
† Prayers of support for Pattye and Clarke Field, and the family and
friends of Pattye’s brother Klee Dobra, who died on March 13, 2018, seven
months after his wife Anne passed away.  We especially pray for his
daughters Sheree, Mindy, and Holly.
† Prayers of support for Larry and Fay Holst, and the family and friends
of Larry’s sister Elaine Holst Kringen, who died on March 18, 2018 in
Northfield, MN.

† Prayers of healing for our members, friends, and relatives undergoing
special care and treatment: Sandy Clarke, Ann Farr, Bob Farr, Jen
Hylander (Ken Hylander’s mother who is recovering from hip surgery after
a fall), Levi Ingvalson (Lana & Eric Gilster’s four year old grandnephew),
Christine Kumagai, Ray Kunsman, Bridget (Shirley & Phil Nack’s
granddaughter), Judy Nord, Char Ramshaw, Tom Richardson, Linda
Shadel, infant Vera (Andrea & Robert Felkins’ granddaughter, who was born
on January 30 and will need heart surgery), and Marguerite Weisemann.

April Announcements

Copies of the April issue of THE LUTHERAN, the official news magazine of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America, as well as DAILY DEVOTIONAL BOOKLETS for the 2nd quarter
of 2018, are available on the table in the entrance foyer of the sanctuary.  Also, a limited
number of LARGE PRINT devotionals are available.

CERTAIN SCHEDULED MEETINGS & EVENTS IN APRIL
< Birthday Sunday is April 8.  If your birthday is this month, be sure to come to church

on the 8th so that we can celebrate your birth!
< Women’s Monday Morning Bible Study will meet each Monday in April.  See within

for more information.
< Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study will meet each Wednesday in April.  See within for

more information.
< Evangelism Ministry’s Faith Ambassador Training (taking the place of the Evangelism

meeting) will be at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, April 10 at Barb Tinker’s home (6 Lanyard
Court; Tel. 770-365-5716).

< Craft 'n Gab will meet on Saturday, April 14, starting at 11:00 a.m.
< Evangelism’s Caring Card Ministry will meet at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, April 24.
< Staff Support/Mutual Ministry will meet at 10:30 a.m. on Tuesday, April 24.
< Church Council will meet at 5:45 p.m. on Tuesday, Tuesday, 24.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER OUR SISTERS AND BROTHERS

This is Christ’s church.  There is a place for you here.

We are the church that shares a living, daring confidence in God’s grace.  Liberated by our faith,
we embrace you as a whole person — questions, complexities and all.  Join us as we do God’s

work in Christ’s name for the life of the world. SOURCE: www.ELCA.org

http://www.ELCA.org
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In Memoriam

Our dear brother in Christ, Charles Henry
Ortmann, “Chuck” for those who knew or loved
him, passed peacefully on March 7, 2018 in Gig
Harbor, WA with his daughter Joan and her
family at his side. He was preceded in death by
his beloved wife and high school sweetheart,
Betty, and his daughter, Carol.

Born June 1, 1929, Chuck grew up in Milwaukee,
WI, the son of Charles and Ida, brother to David,
all of whom passed before him. He is survived by
his children Jeffrey, Joan Redman (Brian), and

Charlie (Paula).  He was a devoted and enthusiastic grandfather to Jeff’s daughter
Karli, stepson Ken, Joan’s children Brian, Jim (Kristin) and Katie, Charlie’s sons Kyle
(Bridget) and Kit, and great grandfather to Jameson Redman.

If writing this himself, Chuck would emphasize the importance of “Family and
Friends,” his favorite quote. He was loved by many of both. What he might not
proclaim as loudly, but that was at the very thread of who he was, was his faith. He
taught and exemplified a strong Christian faith in many ways and worshiped and
volunteered actively at Grace Lutheran Church for the decades he resided in Glen
Ellyn, IL, and at Messiah Lutheran Church in Savannah, GA, helping to establish that
church on Skidaway Island.

What Chuck would not include, but what many knew him for, is football.  Chuck would
share that the Lord changed his life with the gift of football and the University of
Michigan.  But what would remain unspoken were his accomplishments, such as
member of the University of Michigan Hall of Fame and the Rose Bowl Hall of Fame,
the 1948 National Championship team, and NFL contracts. He was incredibly humble
about these achievements that few could claim. The more likely story he would tell
would be from his days coaching his sons in youth football with The Churchill School
Blue Raiders or the Glen Ellyn Rams, or his favorites from the days of coaching his
daughters in Glen Ellyn Softball. Chuck could always capture a group with a story or
joke, which contributed to his success in the business world, selling for many different
companies as he cultivated opportunities and lasting relationships.

A Funeral Service for Chuck Ortmann will be held at 2:00 p.m. on Saturday, May 12,
2018, at Messiah Lutheran Church.  A reception in the Fellowship Hall will follow the
service.  Donations in his name may be made to Messiah Lutheran Church, 1 W. Ridge
Road, Savannah, GA 31411.

May God grant the family and friends of Chuck blessed memories
and resurrection peace through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
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News About Members

Congratulations to Kathy and Rob Fritz on
the birth of their second grandson, Wendell
Wesley Tanner, on Monday, March 26, 2018 in
Savannah.  Wendell is the son of the Fritz’s
daughter Kim and her husband David.  When

Wendell’s 3 year old brother Everett was told that Wendell has
blue eyes and blonde hair he said, “We match!”

Congratulations to Pam and Steve Allen on the
birth of their seventh grandchild, Sarah Elizabeth
Allen, on Friday, March 23, 2018 in Knoxville, TN.
Sarah is the daughter of Steve’s oldest son, Steven,
and his wife Danna.  Sarah has two brothers, Charlie
(7 years) and Sam (3 years).

Kathy & Wendell

I would like to extend my
most  s i ncere  and
heartfelt appreciation to
the wonderful cadre of
Messiah Lutheran men
who helped to unload the

U Haul on March 1.  It was so exciting to
come to my new home in the South.  The
warmth and the generosity of the Messiah
Family, only served to confirm that I made
the right move!

Judy Lawrence
Judy Lawrence with her son and

granddaughter on Maundy Thursday

4/12 Lynn Townsend & Peter Quinn’s 3rd

4/26 Fay & Larry Holst’s 32nd

4/28 Corinne & Jeff Samuels’ 34th

4/02 Sandy Clarke

4/06 Rachel Samuels

4/08 Susan Whitaker

4/12 Geoff Wilson

4/13 Char Ramshaw

4/18 Jim Dawson

4/18 Ken Turk

4/19 Megan Gladden

4/19 Jan Hazel

4/19 Victoria Poole

4/20 Allan Downen

4/20 Connie Ray

4/21 Bob Farr

4/25 Gail Maurer

4/26 Peter Quinn
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An Opportunity to Shred for Charity ~
The Flip Boggs Memorial Shredding Event

Clean out those file drawers and boxes of papers in the
attic and get completely secure shredding and a tax
deduction!  Take them to the parking lot of the
Skidaway Island Presbyterian Church on Saturday,
April 28, from 9:00 to noon.  Services donated by
Savannah Shredding!

Cash donations will be gratefully accepted to benefit
SAFE Shelter (for victims of domestic violence).

National Day of Prayer

The National Day of Prayer is an annual
observance held on the first Thursday of May,
inviting people of all faiths to pray for our nation.
It was created in 1952 by a joint resolution of the
United States Congress and signed into law by
President Harry S. Truman. Since its inception,
this day has continually united Americans from all
socio-economic, political, and ethnic backgrounds
in prayer while also encouraging personal
repentance and righteousness in the culture.

On May 3, 2018 at 7:00 p.m., the 22nd National
Day of Prayer service on Skidaway Island will be
held at Skidaway Island United Methodist Church.
This ecumenical service of six churches, their
clergy and choirs will focus on Prayer for Unity.

The general public is invited.
A reception follows the service, and child care will be available.

New Office Hours

Beginning Monday,
April 2, 2018 the
church’s office hours

will be 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.,
Monday through Friday.

Save the Dates!

Thursday, May 3 National Day of Prayer
Tuesday, May 22 Teacher’s Appreciation

Brunch
Friday, October 12 Oktoberfest
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Diane Boyd,
Director

NOTES FROM

THE CHORAL DIRECTOR
Mary Maner

April Rehearsal Schedules

Men’s Chorus
Wednesday, April 18 at 6:15 p.m.

Chancel Choir
Each Wednesday at 7:00 p.m.

Women’s and Youth Choir
Sundays, April 8, 15, & 22 at 10:05 a.m.

Come, join a choir, share your talents, and
enjoy the joy of Christian fellowship.

           April
Rehearsal Schedule

Brass Plus will meet at
9:00 a.m. on Saturdays,
April 14 and 28.

April
Rehearsal Schedule

To be advised.

March Rehearsal Schedule

Wednesdays, March 7 & 14 at 5:00 p.m

Saturdays, March 3 & 24 at 10:00 a.m.
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Easter at Messiah Lutheran

Easter
Sunday, April 1

9:00 a.m. - Worship Service
Sermon: “Who Will Roll Away the Stone?”

We will celebrate the Resurrection of Our Lord and
our new life in Him through the proclamation of the
Word and Holy Communion.  Christ is risen.  He is
risen indeed.

It’s an

Easter Egg Hunt

and

Children and grandchildren are invited!

Join us for a Hoppin’ Good Time.

Experience the fellowship of God’s people as we gather around
the table.  We want you to come even if you didn’t sign up ~  we
love you that much!  If you are able, please bring a food item for
brunch (Breakfast casseroles, fruit, muffins, biscuits, sweet rolls,
Danish, potatoes, sausage, etc.) that will serve 12-14 people.  

A special invitation to families with children in their midst:
Please come as our guests with absolutely no need to
provide a dish.  We always have so much food, we would
like to treat you to brunch!

For those who ordered Easter lilies and caladiums for the
Sanctuary, and either do not wish to take them home or give
them to someone after the service, please donate them for
use in the Memorial Garden.  You can leave them in the
Memorial Garden or let Laura Michaels know and she will be
happy to take them and plant them in the Memorial Garden
area (Columbarium).  Laura can be reached by text or phone
at (817) 597-5686 or you can see her after the service.

after Church on
Sunday, April 1

10:15 a.m.
Sunday, April 1
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News from the Christian Education Ministry
Barbara Tinker, Chairman

There will be no Adult Sunday School on Easter Sunday, April 1.

Please join us Sunday, April 8 as we witness the
birth of the first century church. We will travel
with Rick Steves as he traces the footsteps of
the great apostle Paul on his missionary
journeys.  This intriguing documentary will take
us to the ancient cities of Tarsus, Antioch,
Athens, Corinth, Ephesus, Caesarea and more.
The scenery is beautiful and the biblical history
is fascinating. If you’ve always wanted to visit
this part of the world now’s your chance.

On April 15, we will begin a new six week series entitled Big Church.
When you hear the word “church,” what comes to mind? It’s probably
a far cry from what the people in the first century thought of when they
thought of the church. In this series we will look at how the original
church has changed over time.

So, grab a friend and a cup of coffee and join us for Sunday morning
Bible study at 10:20 a.m. in the conference room. The discussions are
always interesting and you will be amazed how your faith grows when
you share it!

Messiah member and pastor Larry Holst has just completed four
parts of a seven part series on the “Seven Cardinal Sins.”   Larry
will continue with the remaining three during the fall season.  So,
we are now going back to our Beth Moore study entitled “Living
Beyond Yourself: Exploring the Fruit of the Spirit.”  In this study
we will grow in and experience the work of the Holy Spirit in us.
Come and join us on Monday mornings at 9:30 in the church’s
Conference Room.  If you have questions, please contact Argerie
Martin (598-8211, martinw720@aol.com).

Contributed by
Barb Tinker

Youth Sunday School (6th grade – high
school), led by Steve Derr, will meet in the back
hall classroom each Sunday morning in April.
They are using the Lutheran Traditions
curriculum from Augsburg Fortress.

Contributed by
Argerie Martin

mailto:martinw720@aol.com
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The Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study will meet each Wednesday in April at
8:00 a.m. in the card room at the Marshwood Club in The Landings.  All
men are welcome to join.

NOTE: Please try to let Pastor Jason know if you plan to attend so
that accurate reservations may be made.  You don’t need to be a
member of The Landings Club to attend and have breakfast.  Also,
off-island men may contact Pastor Jason for a gate pass.

Tapestry Family Life!
All are welcome to join us Sundays mornings!

Schedule for April 2018

1 April After worship a Easter Celebration! Easter Egg Hunt, Fellowship Hall

8 April 10:20-10:45 a.m. a Family Story: The Resurrection
“Jesus met them, saying “Rejoice!”...”Do not be afraid. Go &
tell. . . .”  Matthew 28:9-10

15 April 10:20-11:00 a.m. a Family Story: The Ascension
“I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.
Matthew 28:20

22 April 10:20-11:00 a.m. a Family Story: Pentecost
“You shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit...the promise is
to you & to your children. . . .”  Acts 2:38-39

29 April 10:20-11:00 a.m. a Family Story: The Story of Paul 
“Receive your sight & be filled with the Holy Spirit.” Acts 9:17

Please join us after worship on April 1 for the annual Easter Egg Hunt, and on April 8, 15,
22, and 29 in the Family Room for a time of inter generational fellowship, Bible Story and
Verse discussion. Contact Alexandra for more information (motherprayers@bellsouth.net).

News from the Evangelism Ministry
Linda Jacla, Chairman

Ladies Night Out – A Joint Social Event of the Evangelism and
Parish Life Ministries

On Thursday, April 26, we will gather at 6:00 p.m. in the Fellowship
Hall at church.  We will have baked potatoes with various toppings and
DESSERTS!  What could be better?

Please sign up on the sheet posted in the Narthex (to say you’re
coming and what potato topping or dessert you will be able to bring)
or e-mail Linda Jacla (ljacla@gmail.com).  If you need a ride, please let
me know so we can arrange rides.

& Bible Study

Contributed by
Linda Jacla

mailto:motherprayers@bellsouth.net
mailto:ljacla@gmail.com
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News from the Outreach Ministry
Connie Squibb, Chairman

America’s Second Harvest of Coastal Georgia
Contributed by Amanda Ridberg

This month’s 4th Sunday Food Drive to support America’s
Second Harvest has a cheesy focus!  The “FOOD OF THE
MONTH” for April is MAC & CHEESE – any form.

We encourage you to bring only Mac & Cheese in April, but
all nonperishable donations will be gratefully accepted.
We will “count” the quantity of Mac & Cheese given as a
measure of Messiah’s giving.  Watch for BOGO (“Buy One,
Get One”) or grab your coupon and get some to donate.

Report on March’s Food Drive: We collected 150 cans of tuna fish and 94 lbs. of other
food.  Thank you Messiah Lutheran!

* * * * * *

On Thursday, March 22, a group of Messiah volunteers volunteered
for two hours at Second Harvest’s warehouse.  Special thanks to our
group – Marcia Stinson, Janet Reardon, Pam Allen, and Tammy &
Gerry Quirk – who participated in the boxing of goods for distribution!
And thanks to Pastor Jason for encouraging us by stopping by to kick
off this good work.

We hope that many of our members will want to help pack food in
boxes that will then be given to people in our community who are in
need.  This volunteer work will take just two hours of your time.
Please look for our April date in an upcoming Messiah Minute or
contact Amanda (aprestoridberg@gmail.com; 203-273-4827).

Results of the Flea Market Donuts and Coffee Sale

The women of Messiah sold donuts and coffee and the men sold hotdogs
and soda/water at the Landings Flea Market held on Messiah’s property on
March 10, 2017.  The women made $439 thanks to a $100 donation from
Publix for the donuts and the men made $387 thanks to the Men’s Group
paying for the sold items.  As a result, we will be sending a check of $836
to America’s Second Harvest of Coastal Georgia.  This is the largest
amount we have received in the past four years that we have been selling
items at the Flea Market.  Thanks to Christine Lind and Phil Nack, who
coordinated the sales and the many women and men who volunteered to
work the sale.

mailto:aprestoridberg@gmail.com
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Do you love to cook?  Do you like to chat?  Or, do you like to cook
and chat?  All are even better when you do them with friends!

A new ministry, appropriately named “Cooks and Conversation,”
will have its first gathering on Tuesday, April 24 at 5:00 p.m.
This is going to be an opportunity to cook for those in need in the
church’s very own kitchen.

All “cooks” are welcome.  We will prepare a main dish and a soup
(and tasting both!), and then prepare both for freezing in our
newly donated freezer.  Once the items are in the freezer, they

will be available for delivery to anyone in our community needing a quick and easy meal
following an illness or bereavement.  Members are welcome to take an item to a neighbor.
The food will be available in two-person portions and can be thawed and microwaved for
use.

Teacher’s Appreciation Brunch: Save the Date! 

Save the date of Tuesday, May 22 to participate in this wonderful project.  On that date,
those who are carpooling should meet at the church at 8:30 a.m.  Then we will go to the
Coastal Georgia Comprehensive Academy and host a Teacher’s Appreciation Brunch for
about 75 staff members of this very special school.  Please sign-up on the kiosk in the
Narthex.  The photos below are from our brunch in 2017.

Thrivent Policy Owners

The Outreach Ministry is currently looking for ANY AND ALL policy owners.  Please see
Sandy Schmoll or Connie Squibb.  We are trying to develop an annual plan for utilizing the
Thrivent funds to best benefit our projects.  Thank you in advance for coming forth. 
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Report on the
4th Annual

Skidaway Island Community Hunger Walk 

Sunday, March 18, 2018 was a beautiful day for the Hunger
Walk.  Twenty-nine people participated in the walk and a
whopping $3,440 was collected and donated to America’s
Second Harvest of Coastal Georgia!  A few checks are still
expected.  A time of fellowship was enjoyed by those who
stayed for lunch. 

News from the Parish Life Ministry
Jill Poole, Chairman

If you were born in April we want to celebrate you.  Please join us in
the Fellowship Hall after service on April 8 for Birthday Sunday.
Enjoy a slice of Birthday Cake and a Happy Birthday Serenade from
your fellow church members.

Save the Date!
Start planning now for the
Fifth Year Celebration

of the
Skidaway Island Community Hunger Walk

Date:  Sunday, March 31, 2019 
Goals:  $5,000 and 155 walkers   

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

This ongoing group of crafty gabbers will get
together on Saturday, April 14, at 11:00 a.m. and
the fun will last until 1:30 p.m. or later!  They do
some crafting, but mostly they enjoy each other’s
company.  Everyone is welcome!  Bring a “project”
and come join in the “gabbing” or just come for a
cup of coffee.  For more information, talk to Argerie
Martin, Connie Squibb, or Joy Olson.
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Our book club will meet at 3:30 p.m. on
Monday, April 16 to discuss A Gentleman
in Moscow, a novel by Amor Towles.  The
group will meet at the home of Lana
Gilster, 27 Peregrine Crossing, The
Landings (lanagilster@earthlink.net;
Home: 912-999-6389).  All are welcome.
Off-island attendees may contact Lana for
a gate pass.   Also, please indicate your

interest on the sign up sheet in the narthex.

In 1922 Count Rostov is deemed an unrepentant aristocrat by a
Bolshevik tribunal. He is sentenced to house arrest in The Metropol, a
grand hotel across the street from the Kremlin.  In a review of the
novel by Craig Taylor in the New York Times, Taylor draws attention to “the gorgeous
sleight of hand that draws it to a satisfying end, and the way he chooses themes that run
deeper than mere sociopolitical commentary: parental duty, friendship, romance, the call
of home. Human beings, after all, ‘deserve not only our consideration but our
reconsideration’ –  even those from the leisured class. Who will save Rostov from the
intrusions of the state if not the seamstresses, chefs, bartenders and doormen?  In the
end, Towles’s greatest narrative effect is not the moments of wonder and synchronicity but
the generous transformation of these peripheral workers, over the course of decades, into
confidants, equals and, finally, friends. With them around, a life sentence in these gilded
halls might make Rostov the luckiest man in Russia.”

An excellent interview with Towles about the novel and a Readers’ Guide are available.
Go to the following website and then click on the name of the book:

http://www.amortowles.com/gentleman-moscow-amor-towles/

News from the Property Ministry
Tim Andrews, Chairman

Here and There Around the Church

In April, the Sanctuary lights will be replaced with LED bulbs.  Council approved
this project with an overall cap of $6,000.  In addition, any non-working fixtures
in the ceiling will be repaired or replaced.

If you see something that needs attention, please tell Tim Andrews.

All Messiah men are invited to a beer tasting with
food at Parker Pearson’s Porch (51 Delegal Rd) on
Tuesday, April 24, beginning at 5:30 p.m.  More
details to come.

mailto:lanagilster@earthlink.net
http://www.amortowles.com/gentleman-moscow-amor-towles/
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News from the Staff Support/Mutual Ministry
Lynnetta Hartson, Chairman

Our office administrator Cynthia Sharpley has submitted her
resignation after seven years of faithful service to Messiah.
Cynthia’s last day was Friday, March 30.  We would like to give
her a parting monetary gift in appreciation for her work and
dedication to our ministry. All those who are interested can write
a check for any amount with “Cynthia” on the memo line. All
donations are due by April 8.  We are trying to keep this effort a
secret.

Mutual Ministry is pleased to announce the hiring of Marcia Stinson as interim Office
Administrator. Marcia has the skills and experience required for this position. She has had
extensive experience in the corporate world as well as being a business owner. We are
pleased that she is joining the Messiah staff. Members of Messiah’s Mutual Ministry are
Diane Munroe, Lynnetta Hartson, and David Ridberg.

News from the Worship & Music Ministry
Tom Olson, Chairman

Concern has been expressed that on some Sundays the flower
arrangements provided for the two flower stands behind the altar
do not look good and/or do not seem to be the colors that might
be more appropriate for that Sunday Worship or the activity in the
Sanctuary.

Members of the Worship and Music Ministry, which includes our
Altar Guild, have discussed possibilities to address this issue.
Diane Boyd mentioned that she knows of many churches that
have a group of volunteers who purchase the flowers and greenery, and then put together
the flower arrangements for the week.  Pastor Jason also has talked with several churches
that have such a group in their church to provide this service.  Diane has mentioned that
she would be able to help initially train volunteers.  She also knows someone with another
church who also could provide training.

So, we are very interested to know if we might have four to six members interested in this
possible activity.  This number of volunteers is needed because flower arrangements are
a weekly activity throughout the month.  Anyone interested in this volunteer activity can
contact Diane Boyd, Pastor Jason, or Tom Olson.
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On Sharing the Peace - It’s Coming Back in May

The practice of sharing the peace during worship was
introduced in American Lutheran churches with the publishing
of the Lutheran Book of Worship in 1978. Previously, everyone
sat down after the prayers of the people before the offering.
With liturgical renewal in the Roman Catholic church and other
traditions, including Lutheranism, occurring in the 1970s, the
sharing of the peace took root in the order of worship.

Like most all of what is in the liturgy, the peace comes from
scripture. In the first century, men would greet one another through a kiss on the cheek.
This is still a practice in some cultures today. In Paul’s letters he would encourage
Christians to greet another not just with a kiss, but a holy kiss.

Romans 16:16 - “Greet one another with a holy kiss” 
1 Corinthians 16:20 - “Greet one another with a holy kiss” 
2 Corinthians 13:12 - “Greet one another with a holy kiss”
I Thessalonians 5:26 - “Greet all the brothers with a holy kiss”
1 Peter 5:14 - “Greet one another with a kiss of love” 

Bringing this principle into worship, we exchange the peace and greet one-another saying,
“peace be with you,” recalling Jesus’ greeting to the disciples after his resurrection
(John 20).

In March, we made a change to the order of worship, refraining from sharing the peace
during cold and flu season. The transition was a smooth one. After some discussion with
the Worship and Music Ministry, we are going to continue to refrain from sharing the peace
during worship for a little while longer, probably through the month of April.

Why? Because the liturgy is flexible. We can make small derivations from the regular
pattern of worship. A little variety is good. I am wary of worship that becomes rote.  But
more importantly, this is a time to realize that we are to share the peace throughout the
rest of the week, to our family, to our neighbors, being instruments of God’s love for the
world.

During April, I encourage all our worshipers to greet one-another before and after worship
with a “Peace of the Lord” and “and also with you.”  Let us take what we have done in
worship and extend it outside the sanctuary and beyond. In this sense, the peace isn’t
being omitted, it is being extended.

Liturgical Colors during Easter
(The season of Easter is April 1, 2018 through May 20, 2018.)

Color of the Season
^ For Easter Day, white or gold is suggested.  The gold color symbolizes that this day

is the “queen of feasts,” unique in the entire church year.
^ For the Sundays of Easter, white suggests the joy of the resurrection.

Contributed by
Pastor Jason Talsness
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Highlights from Church Council’s Meeting on March 20, 2018

Please note the following highlights have been taken from the draft minutes
that will be presented for approval at Council’s April 2018 meeting.

• Christian Education Ministry. Barb Tinker reported the following regarding our
children:  Children’s bulletins once again will be available.  A small quantity will be
available for the children in attendance.  Barb will begin developing an age appropriate
nursery lesson to be shared with children in nursery.  On Sunday, March 25, Joy Olson
is coordinating a Living Last Supper during Children’s Sunday School, feature the
children in costume as disciples.  Children’s Sunday School Concludes on May 6.

• Mutual Ministry.  Lynnetta Hartson reported the following:
< Dave Ridberg has joined Lynnetta and Diane Munroe as a member of this ministry.
< The office staff position will be evaluated for tech/administrative duties.  May want

to split the position with technical side handling the website, email and social media.
• Parish Life Ministry.  Jill Poole reported the following:

< Fellowship Dinners.  A long list of people have signed up for activity.  Lana Glister
and Norita Thorne are coordinating the groups.

< Sonshine Committee.  Andrea Felkins has notified Jill Poole that she will be moving
temporarily to Baltimore to assist her daughter with her new infant daughter Vera.
Andrea will continue to lead the Sonshine group with the use of the website.

• Property Ministry.  Tim Andrews reported the following:
< Next Project.  The next Property project will be exterior spot painting at an

anticipated expense of $10,000.
< Parkinson’s Boxing Group.  This group has asked to use the Fellowship Hall during

renovations at the Oakridge fitness center.
< Hearing Impaired Units.  We are ordering two headset systems, with two earbuds in

each system to eliminate the problem of hearing differently between the earbud ear
and the non-earbud ear.  These systems will be available in April.  (Personal earbud
systems can be plugged into the hearing device.)  Awaiting final testing and quality
assurance before offering the options to the congregation.

• Worship & Music Ministry.  Tom Olson reported the following:
< After Easter, hopefully Pentecost Sunday, Marty Haugen’s “Now the Feast of

Celebration” will be launched.  Pastor Talsness, Mary Maner, and Diane Boyd will
work to teach this liturgy to the choir and congregation.  If successful, it will be used
throughout the summer.

< We will talk to the Communion Ushers and help them to direct people on the left side
of the altar rail to kneel at the right end and those behind kneel just beyond to fill
the altar rail “right to left”;  that way they can leave in the same order as they walk
down.

< Will look to include the “Doxology” in our worship services after Easter Sunday.
• Finance Ministry Report.  Greg Stinson and Parker Pearson reported the following:

< Consideration is being given to amortizing large donations across 12 months to give
a more balanced appearance to income statement, currently we do that with large
stock donations; expenses are on track; summer we will see a decrease in giving -
usual trend for us.
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< Capital Campaign is going well and mortgage on second building should be paid off
shortly with additional contributions going towards funding the capital fund for major
expenditures;  original mortgage is about $700K remaining.

< $11,000 is in Memorial discretionary funds that can be utilized as needed.  These
funds are the result of memorial gifts that are not designated at the time either by
the family and/or the sender for a specified use.

• Pastor’s Report.  Pastor Talsness reported the following:
< First Communion Instruction/Acolyte Training. Six of our young people are going

through instruction for First Communion and acolyte training. First Communion will
be Easter Sunday. The debut of our acolytes will take place the week after Easter
Sunday. This group includes the Nguyen triplets, Zion and Amir Olson, and Helena
Talsness.

< Synod Assembly.  Messiah Lutheran is part of the Southeastern Synod, consisting of
congregations in Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi and Tennessee.  This year’s Synod
Assembly (an annual event) is June 1–June 3 in Chattanooga, TN.  We are  asked to
send two representatives and Pastor Talsness.  Messiah has budgeted for hotel rooms
and meals. George Lawrence expressed interest in attending.

< Visitation Schedule since the last council meeting: Two home visits; One hospital
visits; One Evangelism meeting with people who are considering joining; three
outings (dinners, events where he is out and representing Messiah.

• NEW BUSINESS
< Thrivent.  This Fortune 500 non-profit financial planning company enjoys tax-breaks

through giving its profits to non-profit organizations, including congregations.  There
are two ways congregations can receive funds from Thrivent.

1. Thrivent Choice Dollars:  Someone who holds a Thrivent financial product
can designate a yearly donation of about $200 to a non-profit organization
that meets their eligibility rules. Thrivent Choice dollars are not a donation
from the person who has designated the funds; rather, they are a donation
from Thrivent.  This is a gift to the church given in the name of a Thrivent
member for the church to do with as it chooses.

2. Grants.  Thrivent awards mostly small grants for community service
projects.  There is an application online for such grants, and the
congregation must demonstrate that a certain number of households who
hold Thrivent products are participating in the project.

Pastor Talsness proposed to Council that the church designate a line-item in
Designated Funds called “Thrivent.”  Any funds that come from Thrivent will go to
that account. Council is the arbiter of the funds, with input from the congregation.
Funds that come from grants also will be recorded in this line-item, but do not
require Council approval for check requests, only via the standard method we
currently use.  Council unanimously approved this proposal.
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Messiah Lutheran Church
Statement of Income and Expenses for January 1 – February 28, 2018

Greg Stinson, Finance Ministry Chairman

Income
Offerings . . . . . . . . . . .
Interest/Building Use . .

Total Income . . . . . .

Expenses
Pastor/Staff . . . . . . . . .
Administration . . . . . . .
Mortgage . . . . . . . . . .
Property . . . . . . . . . . .
Ministries . . . . . . . . . .

Total Expenses . . . . .

Net Income (Loss) . .

Actual

$88,992
  1,229

$90,221

$34,045
4,162

18,864
12,503
  1,345

$70,919

$19,302

Budget

$69,962
     541

$70,503

$33,844
3,217

18,920
11,500
2,650

$70,131

$372

Over (Under)

$19,030 
    688 

$19,718 

$     201 
945 
(56)

1,003 
(1,305)

$788 

$18,930 

Memo:
February 2017

YTD Actuals

$75,168
     256

$75,424

$32,584
2,494

18,962
9,944

   3,988

$67,972

$7,452

Electronic Giving
Contributed by Parker Pearson, Treasurer

Many of us pay our bills electronically from our bank account.  You also
can do that for any of your pledges to Messiah Lutheran.  It is easy.
You don’t have to think about bringing that envelope each week!  It
also is better for the church – there’s no handling of checks and it helps
ensure consistent receipt of pledges. If you are interested, please
contact Parker Pearson at parkpear@aol.com or Barbara Roush, our
Bookkeeper, at mlcbarbara@comcast.net for more information.

mailto:parkpear@aol.com
mailto:mlcbarbara@comcast.net
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CHURCH COUNCIL

Tim Andrews, Property Ministry Chair, timandrews1114@comcast.net
Lynnetta Hartson, Staff Support/Mutual Ministry Chair, lhartson@comcast.net
Linda Jacla, Evangelism Ministry Chair, ljacla@gmail.com
George Lawrence, Stewardship Ministry Chair, mppggl13@gmail.com
Tom Olson, Worship & Music Ministry Chair, Tolson@kernengineering.com
Jill Poole, Parish Life Ministry Chair, jilldpoole@aol.com
Connie Squibb, Outreach Ministry Chair, c.squibb01@yahoo.com
Greg Stinson, Finance Ministry Chair, gtstinson@comcast.net
Barbara Tinker, Christian Education Ministry Chair, tinker.barbara@gmail.com
Jason Talsness, Pastor, skidawaypastorj@gmail.com; Cell phone: (770) 570-7407

CHURCH OFFICERS (Jan. 1 – Dec. 31, 2018)
George Lawrence, President
Barbara Tinker, Vice President
Connie Squibb, Recording Secretary
Parker Pearson, Treasurer

CHURCH STAFF

Jason Talsness, Pastor
Mary Maner, Choral Director
Diane Boyd, Church Organist
Marcia Stinson, Interim Church Secretary (Mon–Fri, 9:30-12:30)
Barbara Roush, Church Bookkeeper (Tues mornings)

Help Keep Our Records Current
Have you changed your e-mail address?  Moved?  Have a new mailing address?  New home or cell
telephone number?  New work telephone number?  Please share updates with the church office by
calling 598-1188 or e-mailing MessiahSk@gmail.com.
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