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Let’s Go for a Walk!
Hunger Walk March 18, 2018

Going for a walk is considered a leisurely activity, but the activity
has many health benefits. A simple walk will improve your mood.
A walk gets your blood pumping. A walk burns calories, improves
digestion, and will lower your blood pressure. Walking is good for
you. In our household, if someone is irritable, the rest of us

suggest that person go outside and go on a walk. We are blessed to live in a place where
the climate and beauty are conducive to a good walk. 

The Bible has its share of walkers. A minor figure save for this discussion is Enoch in
Genesis. Almost all we know about Enoch is that he lived to be 350 years, was an ancestor
to Noah and that he “walked with God” (Genesis 5:24). Sometimes the Bible will describe
someone as “walking in the way of the commandments,” which is a way to say she or he
led a life consistent with God’s will. Zechariah was a priest in Luke 1 who was told by an
angel that he would be the father of John the Baptist. Some translations say he walked
blamelessly. Jesus walked most everywhere he went, but the most notable walk he took
was in Jerusalem, carrying his cross to Golgotha where he would be crucified. This walk
of a man who was condemned to death is now understood as a walk taken out of sacrificial
love for all people. He was whipped and mocked but forged ahead to his execution, trusting
that his plight was redemptive to humanity.

Sometimes a walk is just a walk. Other times a walk is more than that. Sometimes a walk
is a statement. Remember in 1965 during the Civil Rights protests, rooted in non-violence,
they made the walk from Selma to Montgomery. In my recent trip to Guatemala, I
witnessed a Lenten procession. Christian men dressed in Lenten purple walked carrying a
float that depicted Jesus carrying his cross. The walk was a statement.

This month Messiah Lutheran will again host an annual Hunger Walk. In this walk, we are
making a statement. We are acknowledging the reality of hunger and malnutrition in our
community, and we are doing something about it. The effort will result in funds for
America’s Second Harvest of Coastal Georgia, our local community food bank. It is a fine
institution that Messiah has long supported.
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† Prayers of healing for our members, friends, and relatives undergoing
special care and treatment: Sandy Clarke, Ann Farr, Bob Farr, Levi
Ingvalson (Lana & Eric Gilster’s four year old grandnephew), Christine
Kumagai, Ray Kunsman, Bridget (Shirley & Phil Nack’s granddaughter),
Judy Nord, Char Ramshaw, Tom Richardson, Linda Shadel, and
Marguerite Weisemann.

So mark your calendars for Sunday, March 18 and assemble at the
church for the noon start time.  Please consider whom you might invite
to come along on this walk. This year we will add an eight-foot cross
made of 2x4 to our procession. It will be a timely and visible witness to
our faith. Please consider taking a turn carrying it, by yourself or with
a friend (even Jesus had help, from a man named Simon of Cyrene).

This is the 4th annual Hunger Walk. Each year our numbers have grown. Each year, more
of our neighbors have joined us. Local news stations have even featured our walk. God is
doing a good thing among us, and the more who participate, the better.

Blessings this Lent,
Pastor Jason Talsness

March Announcements

Copies of the March issue of THE LUTHERAN, the official news magazine of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America, as well as DAILY DEVOTIONAL BOOKLETS for the 1st quarter
of 2018, are available on the table in the entrance foyer of the sanctuary.  Also, a limited
number of LARGE PRINT devotionals are available.

CERTAIN SCHEDULED MEETINGS & EVENTS IN MARCH
< Birthday Sunday is March 11.  If your birthday is this month, be sure to come to

church on the 11th so that we can celebrate your birth!
< Women’s Monday Morning Bible Study will meet each Monday in March.  See within

for more information.
< Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study will meet each Wednesday in March.  See within for

more information.
< Evangelism Ministry’s Faith Ambassador Training will be at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday,

March 13 at Pastor Talsness’s home.
< Evangelism’s Caring Card Ministry will meet at 9:30 a.m. on Saturday, March 24.
< Craft 'n Gab will meet on Saturday, March 24, starting at 11:00 a.m.  NOTE: Time

change.
< Staff Support/Mutual Ministry will meet at 10:30 a.m. on Tuesday, March 27.
< Church Council will meet at 5:45 p.m. on Tuesday, March 27.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER OUR SISTERS AND BROTHERS
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News about Members

Chris Wilson, son of Diana and Geoff Wilson, married Christine
Karl on December 20, 2017 in Costa Rica.  Christine’s mother and
sister, who live in Germany, attended the wedding.  Chris and
Christine live in Peachtree City, GA, but the wonderful news is
that they are building a house in Moon River Landing on Skidaway
Island and expect to move here late summer!

Best wishes to
     Christine and Chris

  Sunday,
 March 11

3/5 Char & Lyle Ramshaw’s 63rd

Save the Dates!

Tuesday, April 24 Messiah Men’s Group Beer Tasting with
Food.  5:30 p.m. on Pearsons’ Porch.

Saturday, April 28 Shredding Event, Presbyterian Church
Thursday, May 3 National Day of Prayer
Friday, October 12 Oktoberfest

3/01 Diane Munroe

3/01 Robert Felkins

3/03 Cynthia Sharpley

3/09 Jim Hazel

3/11 Cathie Barefoot

3/11 Ann Green

3/13 Andy Shillington

3/14 Phil Haug

3/15 Terri Breyman

3/18 Genevieve Ridberg

3/21 Debora Fonteneau

3/24 Maggie Downen

3/24 John Maurer

3/25 Kala Peper

3/25 Verne Hartson

3/27 Riley Derr
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An Update on the “Building on Faith; Growing in Service
Capital Campaign of Messiah Lutheran Church

Contributed by Jim Hazel

The following article is taken from the update Jim Hazel gave
the congregation before the worship service on February 25, 2018.

It seems like such a short time ago that Tom Thomas asked me to chair
a capital campaign with the goal of putting ourselves in a position
where we can properly manage our debt and establish resources to
maintain our buildings.  So much has happened in that time and it is
now my pleasure to bring you some very good news.

When our team began planning, we asked ourselves “What would be a reasonable
outcome?”  We thought perhaps $450,000, but challenged the congregation to pledge
$550,000 for the Capital Campaign.  As you know, what we actually achieved was well
above that goal.  The final pledged number was about $688,000!  That made it possible
for Church Council to begin to set aside money for major maintenance expenses.

So, let me now bring you up to date on what has happened.

At the beginning of 2017 the mortgage on the Fellowship Hall was approximately
$544,000.  It is amazing what the congregation has accomplished since then.  At the end
of 2017, just one year into the campaign, the mortgage balance on the Fellowship Hall had
been reduced to $147,000.  That means we have paid off about $397,000 in just one year!
Some of that came from our normal monthly mortgage payments, but the majority came
from Capital Campaign funds.  In addition, Council set aside $50,000 of the planned
$150,000 for major maintenance.  One example of the use of some of that money is the
new carpet in the sanctuary.

In January 2018 we made another lump sum payment of about $53,000 to the Fellowship
Hall mortgage.  That leaves a balance owed of about $94,000.  THAT is amazing.

We can be thankful for what has happened, but we still have to cross the finish line.  We
can’t rest on our laurels.  So, let me plant a thought.  If we could accelerate the remainder
of our pledges into 2018, it would mean that we could eliminate the Fellowship Hall
mortgage altogether and complete the maintenance commitment this year.  That would
free up about $4,000 a month from our operating budget and give Council an opportunity
to consider budgeting for things we have waited a long time to do.

The bottom line is that we achieved a great deal in one year and the goal is in sight.  We
CAN finish the job this year, so please join me in making 2018 a monumental year.

If you have questions, please see me in the “almost paid off Fellowship Hall” after worship
some Sunday!
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Diane Boyd,
Director

NOTES FROM

THE CHORAL DIRECTOR
Mary Maner

March Rehearsal Schedules

Men’s Chorus
Wednesdays, March 7 & 21 at 5:40 p.m.

Chancel Choir
Each Wednesday at 7:00 p.m.

Women’s and Youth Choir
Each Sunday at 10:05 a.m. following worship.

Come, join a choir, share your talents, and
enjoy the joy of Christian fellowship.

         March
Rehearsal Schedule

Brass Plus will meet at
9:00 a.m. on Saturdays,
March 3, 17, & 31.

March 
Rehearsal Schedule

Every Sunday in March at
10:15 a.m.
They will be singing on
Easter Sunday.

March Rehearsal Schedule

Wednesdays, March 7 & 14 at 5:00 p.m

Saturdays, March 3 & 24 at 10:00 a.m.
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Lent is the period of 40 days before Easter.  In 2018, Lent began
on February 14, Ash Wednesday, and goes through March 28.

Please join us for Wednesday night Lenten Suppers at 6:00
p.m. on the dates shown below.  You can sign up on the
kiosk to attend (but come even if you haven’t signed up!)
or to provide part of a supper.

March 7: Men’s Group (Catered)
March 14: Men’s Group (Soup & Sandwich)
March 21: Men’s Group (Soup & Sandwich)

The Lenten Suppers are in 4-D: Dinner, Drama, Discussion, and Dessert, with dessert
provided by Joy and Tom Olson.  The theme of the dramas, with our “well experienced”
casts, will be “Mountaintop Experiences.”  Please put these Wednesday evening gatherings
on your calendar.  Something unexpected always happens that draws us closer as a family!

Holy Week and Easter at Messiah

Palm+Passion Sunday, March 25
9:00 a.m. - Worship Service
Sermon: “Shouting Stones”

We observe this day of contrasts  as
we gather and process joyously with
palms into the Sanctuary, recalling
Jesus’ triumphal entry into
Jerusalem.  During worship, we will
hear the Passion narrative and
conclude with Holy Communion. 

Maundy Thursday, March 29
7:00 p.m. - Worship Service

Sermon: “Living Stones”

At the heart of the Maundy Thursday
worship is Jesus’ command to love
one another.  As Jesus washed his
disciples’ feet, we are called to follow
his example as we humbly care for
one another.  We remember Jesus’
sacrifice and are called to offer
ourselves for the life of the world.
The service concludes with the
stripping of the altar as we prepare
for Good Friday.

Good Friday, March 30
7:00 p.m. - Worship Service
Sermon: “The Final Stone”

This service is one of the most
moving services of every year and
engages us in the Seven Last Words
of Christ from the Cross. The ancient
title for this day – the triumph of the
cross –  reminds us that the church
gathers not to mourn this day, but to
celebrate Christ’s life-giving passion.

Easter
Sunday, April 1

9:00 a.m. - Worship Service
Sermon: “Who Will Roll Away

     the Stone?”

We will celebrate the Resurrection of
Our Lord and our new life in Him
through the proclamation of the
Word and Holy Communion.  Christ
is risen.  He is risen indeed.
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Toward the end of March, Messiah Lutheran Church will be decorating
in anticipation of the celebration on April 1 of Christ’s resurrection.
For this very special season, we invite you to give an Easter Lily or
a Caladium in memory or in honor of a loved one.  The dedications
will be listed in the Easter bulletin.  The cost is $12.00 per plant.
Please complete an Order Envelope (located in the Narthex) and
return it to the church office, or place it in the offering plate, with
your payment by Friday, March 23.

Candy Donations Requested!

Please donate a bag or two of individually wrapped candies to fill the
Easter Eggs.  You can bring them to the last Lenten Supper on March 21
or to church on Palm Sunday, March 25.  Also, we need several
volunteers to help fill eggs in the Fellowship Hall on Saturday, March 31
(the time will be announced in a Messiah Minute).  If you have any
questions or can help fill the eggs, please contact Alexandra Talsness
(motherprayers@bellsouth.net).

Experience the fellowship of God’s people as we gather around the table.
Please sign up on the kiosk in the Narthex to come and, if able, bring a
food item for brunch (Breakfast casseroles, fruit, muffins, biscuits, sweet
rolls, Danish, potatoes, sausage, etc.) that will serve 12-14 people.
Based on prior brunches, one breakfast casserole will serve eight people.

A special invitation to families with children in their midst: Please come as our
guests with absolutely no need to provide a dish.  We always have so much food,
we would like to treat you to brunch!

& Caladiums

after Church on
Sunday, April 1

10:15 a.m.
Sunday, April 1

This is Christ’s church.  There is a place for you here.

We are the church that shares a living, daring confidence in God’s
grace.  Liberated by our faith, we embrace you as a whole person —
questions, complexities and all.  Join us as we do God’s work in
Christ’s name for the life of the world.

Source: www.ELCA.org

mailto:motherprayers@bellsouth.net
http://www.ELCA.org
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News from the Christian Education Ministry
Barbara Tinker, Chairman

There will be No Adult Sunday School class on March 4.  On that day, please join us in
the Fellowship Hall to hear about Faith in Practice from Pastor Talsness, Pat Cooper, Eric
Glister, and Connie Squibb.  They will be sharing their experiences from their recent trip
to Guatemala and the medical mission work they did there.  

On March 11 and 18 we conclude our three-part
video series entitled “The Bad Boys of Easter.”  In
the days and weeks preceding the crucifixion and
resurrection of Jesus, three men found their way
into the story. Each refused to abandon his quest
for control and surrender to the Savior of the
world.  We will discuss how we can avoid the
mistakes they made. 

On Palm Sunday, March 25, we will view an exciting video based on the
best-selling book 24 Hours that Changed the World.  “Pastor and author
Adam Hamilton helps viewers relive the one day in history that changed
everything. Drawing on insights from history, archaeology, geography,
and the Bible, Hamilton will take us to the holy land and provide a
deeper understanding of Jesus’ final hours. We will visit the sites where
those earth shaking events took place, and walk where Jesus walked
along the road that led to the pain and triumph of the cross.”  Please join
us on our trip to Jerusalem.

We have just begun Beth Moore’s study entitled “Living Beyond
Yourself: Exploring the Fruit of the Spirit.”  In this study we will
grow in and experience the work of the Holy Spirit in us.  Also,
Pastor Larry Holst will introduce us to the “Seven Cardinal Sins”
that we all commit sometime during our lifetime.  Come and join
us on Monday mornings at 9:30 in the church Conference Room.
If you have questions, please contact Argerie Martin (598-8211,
martinw720@aol.com).

Contributed by
Barb Tinker

Youth Sunday School (6th grade – high
school), led by Steve Derr, will meet in the back
hall classroom each Sunday morning in March.
They are using the Lutheran Traditions
curriculum from Augsburg Fortress.

Contributed by
Argerie Martin

mailto:martinw720@aol.com
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Women’s Conference

What if setting aside just for one day could make a real difference in your life? Join women
from across the region to celebrate all God made us to be. It’s time to be renewed and
refreshed, to put aside the sad memories and raw experiences of the past and embrace the
joy of today, looking forward to a bright future. 

On Saturday, March 10 from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., author and speaker Angie Smith will
lead a women’s conference at Compassion Christian Church, 55 A1 Henderson Blvd.
Tickets are $45; or $35 if ten people sign up. Lunch is included.  Please contact Barb
Tinker (tinker.barbara@gmail.com) ASAP if you are interested. The event sold out last
year.  More information is posted in the narthex.

The Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study will meet each Wednesday in March at
8:00 a.m. in the card room at the Marshwood Club in The Landings.  All
men are welcome to join.

NOTE: Please try to let Pastor Jason know if you plan to attend so
that accurate reservations may be made.  You don’t need to be a
member of The Landings Club to attend and have breakfast.  Also,
off-island men may contact Pastor Jason for a gate pass.

Tapestry Family Life!
All are welcome to join us Sundays mornings!

Schedule for March 2018

4th 10:20-11:00 a.m. a Family Sunday    Parents meet in the Family Room while

children go to music.  We sing, pray & read a Bible Story &
discuss together.

11th 10:20-10:40 a.m. a Storyteller Sunday    Children listen to a Bible Story in

the Family Room.

18th 10:20-10:40 a.m. a Storyteller Sunday    Children listen to a Bible Story in

the Family Room.

25th 10:20-11:00 a.m. a Family/Palm Sunday    An interactive family celebration

of the Last Supper.

& Bible Study

mailto:tinker.barbara@gmail.com
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News from the Evangelism Ministry
Linda Jacla, Chairman

Ladies Night Out – A Joint Social Event of the Evangelism and
Parish Life Ministries

On Thursday, March 22, we will gather at 5:30 p.m. at Sweet Potatoes
Restaurant.  We are limited to 20 quests, and I need the final number
by Sunday, March 18.

Please sign up on the sheet posted in the Narthex or e-mail Linda Jacla
(ljacla@gmail.com).  If you need a ride, please let me know so we can
arrange rides. 

Sweet Potatoes: 531 Stephenson Avenue, Savannah, GA 31406 

News from the Staff Support/Mutual Ministry
Lynnetta Hartson, Chairman

We are sad to announce that our Office Administrator, Cynthia
Sharpley, has submitted her letter of resignation.  For the past
seven years (and in that time, three pastors) Cynthia has served
Messiah Lutheran with professionalism, courtesy, and dedication.
She has been a joy to work with and she has become a part of our
family.  Her last day will be Friday, March 30. The Mutual Ministry
team of Lynnetta Hartson, Diane Munroe, and Pastor Talsness will
keep the congregation informed of making this transition and
securing a successor.

News from the Property Ministry
Tim Andrews, Chairman

Here and There Around the Church

• The main project under way is replacing the Sanctuary lights with LED
bulbs.  Council has approved a bid with an overall cap of $6,000.

• The ice maker in the kitchen has been cleaned.
• The hearing-impaired system has been installed except for a final antenna.

Once it is installed, we will beta test these with 2-4 members with hearing
issues.  Once the beta test is completed, Council can consider how many
additional units, if any, we might want.  We have two now.

• The rack for the banners was installed early February.

If you see something that needs attention, please tell Tim Andrews.

Contributed by
Linda Jacla &

Lynn McLauchlan

mailto:ljacla@gmail.com
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News from the Outreach Ministry
Connie Squibb, Chairman

A huge thank you to everyone who participated in the
February Love Thy Neighbor Outreach project and brought
items for Old Savannah Mission.  We had a wonderful
response to our call for linens, towels, laundry soap, and
other items.  On Thursday, March 3 all the donations were

taken to the Mission and were gratefully received for those using the services there.  Thank
you again for always opening your hearts to those in need.

America’s Second Harvest
Contributed by Amanda Ridberg

This month’s 4th Sunday Food Drive to support America’s Second Harvest of
Coastal Georgia has a fishy focus!  The “FOOD OF THE MONTH” for March is
TUNA FISH.

We encourage you to bring only tuna fish in March, but all
nonperishable donations will be gratefully accepted.  We will
“count” the number of cans of tuna fish given as a measure of

Messiah’s giving.  Watch for BOGO (“Buy One, Get One”) or grab your coupon
and get some tuna fish to donate.

Report on February’s Food Drive: We collected 33 jars of peanut butter and 114 lbs. of
food in total!

* * * * * *

Also, as explained in last month’s newsletter Amanda Ridberg has
been working to organize our return to volunteering at Second
Harvest’s warehouse (2501 East President Street).  After canvassing
members to find out which day and time of the week works best for
them, the date for this month is Thursday, March 22, and the time
is from  9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.

We hope that many of the members who used to do this valuable
work, and some members new to it, will want to help pack food in
boxes that will then be given to people in our community who are in
need.  This volunteer work will take just two hours of your time.  So,
please check your calendars and let Amanda know if you can help
(aprestoridberg@gmail.com; 203-273-4827).

mailto:aprestoridberg@gmail.com
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Cooks and Conversation

Do you love to cook?  Or do you like to converse?  Or do you want
to cook with friends?  A new ministry is starting and if you
answered “yes” to any of those questions, you might want to
come and see what’s happening.  “Cooks and Conversation” is
going to be another opportunity to cook for those in need.  We
will use our kitchen and food will be stored here in a newly
donated freezer.  When it is needed, containers may be taken to
the person(s).  The food will be available in two-person portions
and can be thawed and microwaved for use.  The first gathering
of this group will be forthcoming.  Watch the Sunday Bulletin and
Messiah Minute for further information.

The 4th Annual Skidaway
Island Community Hunger
Walk will be on Sunday,
March 18, at noon. This year
our walk is focused on
raising funds to be donated
to America’s Second Harvest
of Coastal Georgia.  19% of
the people in Georgia can’t
be sure of their next meal.
With all of the money raised from this
Walk earmarked for our local food bank,
we as a community, can help change that
statistic. That’s why your pledge to walk

with an invited friend gives
you the chance to make a
difference.  You may choose
the distance you want to walk
from a 1 mile, 2.4 miles or
2.8 miles route. Please
commit to walk by signing up
on the sheet posted on the
kiosk in the narthex.
Donations will be accepted on

March 11 and 18 after church in the
Fellowship Hall.  For more information,
please contact Lynn McLauchlan
(LynnMcL5@gmail.com; (349-0234).

Would you like to attend the Wednesday Lenten Suppers or
our worship services or our other events and programs, but
either aren’t driving any more – or not at night – or just don’t feel
up to driving?  The Parish Life Ministry has the answer for you!
It has a Transportation Committee (a subcommittee of the
Sonshine Committee) on call to help, even on a limited basis to
doctor appointments and for errands.  Members of the committee
are Pam Allen, Milda Blaney, Mary and Fred Buck, John Duren,
Andrea Felkins, Lynnetta and Verne Hartson, Virginia Hylander,

Laura Michael, Diane Munroe, Shirley and Phil Nack, Tammy and Gerry Quirk, Dave
Ridberg, Barb Tinker, and Linda Turk.  To book a ride, contact Pam Allen (Home:
598-9746; cell: 663-7235; e-mail allenpr@comcast.net).

mailto:LynnMcL5@gmail.com
mailto:allenpr@comcast.net
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News from the Parish Life Ministry
Jill Poole, Chairman

Our next book club will meet at 3:30 p.m. on Monday, April 16
to discuss A Gentleman in Moscow, a novel by Amor Towles.  The
group will meet at the home of Lana Gilster, 27 Peregrine
Crossing, The Landings (lanagilster@earthlink.net; Home: 912-
999-6389).  All are welcome.  Off-island attendees may contact
Lana for a gate pass.   Also, please indicate your interest on the
sign up sheet in the narthex.

In 1922 Count Rostov is deemed an unrepentant aristocrat by a Bolshevik tribunal. He is
sentenced to house arrest in The Metropol, a grand hotel across the street from the
Kremlin.  In a review of the novel by Craig Taylor in the New York
Times, Taylor draws attention to “the gorgeous sleight of hand that
draws it to a satisfying end, and the way he chooses themes that
run deeper than mere sociopolitical commentary: parental duty,
friendship, romance, the call of home. Human beings, after all,
‘deserve not only our consideration but our reconsideration’ –  even
those from the leisured class. Who will save Rostov from the
intrusions of the state if not the seamstresses, chefs, bartenders and
doormen?  In the end, Towles’s greatest narrative effect is not the
moments of wonder and synchronicity but the generous
transformation of these peripheral workers, over the course of
decades, into confidants, equals and, finally, friends. With them
around, a life sentence in these gilded halls might make Rostov the
luckiest man in Russia.”

An excellent interview with Towles about the novel and a Readers’
Guide are available.  Go to the following website and then click on the name of the book:

http://www.amortowles.com/gentleman-moscow-amor-towles/

This ongoing group of crafty gabbers will get
together on Saturday, March 24, at a new start time
of 11:00 a.m. and the fun will last until 1:30 p.m. or
later!  They do some crafting, but mostly they enjoy
each other’s company.  Everyone is welcome!  Bring
a “project” and come join in the “gabbing” or just
come for a cup of coffee.  For more information, talk
to Argerie Martin, Connie Squibb, or Joy Olson.

mailto:lanagilster@earthlink.net
http://www.amortowles.com/gentleman-moscow-amor-towles/
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If you were born in March we want to celebrate you.  Please join
us in the Fellowship Hall after service on March 11 for Birthday
Sunday.  Enjoy a slice of Birthday Cake and a Happy Birthday
Serenade from your fellow church members.

Fellowship Dinner Groups for 2018
 
Our Fellowship Dinners are designed to encourage members of our
congregation to meet in an informal setting to get to know each other
better. The dinners are open to anyone – single or married. Each
group will have about seven or eight people, and the group will meet
four times. You will have the entire year to complete the four dinners.
Generally, one person or couple will host the dinner and provide the
main course and beverages for the cocktail hour and dinner. The
other members of the group will provide the appetizers, salad, and
the dessert.
 
We hope those of you who have not yet been in one of our Fellowship Dinner groups will
consider doing so this round. YOU WILL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED! It is unbelievably FUN!
A sign-up sheet is posted on the kiosk in the Narthex. Group assignments are to be made
by April 1. So SIGN UP by March 25!   If you have any question, please call Lana Gilster
(999-6389) or Norrita Thorne (598-7918).

News from the Worship & Music Ministry
Tom Olson, Chairman

Break from Sharing the Peace

Because of cold and flu season we are suspending the Sharing the Peace
during worship services.  This is a temporary measure.  Everyone is
encouraged to use the hand sanitizers available in the pews.

The worship service on Sunday, March 11 will be special because
a string quartet from Savannah Arts Academy will accompany the
Chancel Choir in Mozart’s “Ave Verum.”  This beautiful work will
be sung in the original Latin. Members of the quartet are Frances
Prager and Ariana Kalantari, violin; Mina Smith, viola; and Fayha
Polite, cello.
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March Hymn of the Month:  “Jesus is a Rock in a Weary Land”
                 
I can’t stop singing this hymn! How about you? It rolls around in my
head every day, popping up just when I need a bit of encouragement.
Oh, “Jesus is a Rock in a weary land, a weary land, a weary land. Oh,
Jesus is a rock!”

African American spirituals have a long, important history in our
country, growing out of the earliest times of slavery. The repetitive
lyrics, on a singable melody, moving forward on a strong rhythmical
beat, accompanied difficult, oftentimes painful work in the fields.
Singing together became a worship time, a calling out to God in time
of need, and bringing a bit of healing and joy to the burdens of the
day. Over the years the spirituals have continued to bring an uplifting
and transforming power to worship experiences all over the world. How
young and old alike love to raise their hands and sing, “He’s Got the
Whole World in His Hands!”

In our recent book club discussion of Bonhoeffer, we learned that during Dietrich
Bonhoeffer’s first visit to the USA in the 1930s he was profoundly moved by the African
American worship and music experience. So much so that he brought recordings of the
music back to Germany to teach his theology students who were mesmerized by the new
music. Could it be that there is healing in the congregational singing of these beautiful,
joyful hymns? They are spirituals after all, hymns intended to fill us, heal us and guide us
with the power of the Holy Spirit.

The members of the Worship and Music Ministry hope that you will enjoy the ease of this
hymn rolling around in your head this month. Ponder the text. Sing it. Sing along in
church. And, clapping along to the rhythm of the beat . . . only the off beat, is certainly
allowed. I pray it will be transforming for you, as it has been for me.

Liturgical Colors during Lent

In the Christian tradition colors are used for vestments and paraments, but a unified
system of colors developed only gradually and haphazardly until and through the Middle
Ages. Today, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America provides a system of colors for
use by its congregations; for the most part, the same system also is used by Roman and
Anglican churches, at least in the United States, and by many churches around the world,
including the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada.

The colors serve to adorn the worship space, and to call attention to the nature of the
season or festival being celebrated. A brief summary of the use of color in Lent follows.

Color of the Season
^ For Ash Wednesday, purple is the preferred color as this is the first day of Lent.

Historically, black also has been used on this day, because it is the color of the ashes
to which we will all return.

^ During Lent, purple is typically associated with Lent, suggesting repentance and
solemnity.

Source: www.ELCA.org

Contributed by
Lana Gilster

http://www.ELCA.org


MLC Newsletter ~ March 2018 ~ Page 16

The Arts  a t  M essiah

2018 marks the 17th year that Messiah Lutheran will offer the community a spring/summer series of superb concerts.
Concert goers can count on hearing a outstanding lineup of professional artists, many of them established and
recognized artists, while others are rising stars who have won top prizes in major musical competitions.  All concerts
will begin at 7:30 p.m.  The concerts are free, but contributions will be gratefully accepted to help defray costs.
Concerts are made possible solely through donations.  Please make plans to attend these exciting concerts – and
invite friends and neighbors!  Here is this season’s thrilling schedule of artists.  You won’t want to miss a one!

 
Tuesday, April 24

 Gala Opening Concert!
Paola Del Negro & Roberto Plano, Piano

Italian pianist Paola Del Negro made her debut at the Teatro Juvarra in Turin at the age of nine years.  Since then,
she received the First Prize in over 20 national and international piano competitions.  Very active in the chamber
music field, she was invited to participate, together with her husband Roberto Plano, in a series of concerts held on
the Haapag-Lloyd cruiseship MV Europe as part of an Asia tour. Since 2011 she is Vice President of the Musical
Association “A. Cortot”; for ten years she has been the Director of the Accademia Musicale Varesina, the Artistic
Director of the concert series “Note di Lago” and the Caraglio International Piano Competition. 

Italian native Roberto Plano performs regularly all over the world appearing with prestigious orchestras and festivals.
Mr. Plano was the First Prize Winner at the 2001 Cleveland International Piano Competition, Finalist at the Twelfth
Van Cliburn International Piano Competition in 2005, Laureate of the 2003 Honens International Piano Competition
(Calgary, Canada) and the 2006 Axa Dublin International Piano Competition.  Important venues in North America
include Alice Tully Hall in New York City’s Lincoln Center, where he performed the American premiere of Luis de
Pablo’s Retratos y Transcripciones; Severance Hall in Cleveland, National Arts Centre in Ottawa, and others. He
regularly performs in Europe – notably at Sala Verdi in Milan, Salle Cortot in Paris, Wigmore Hall and St. John
Smith Square in London, National Concert Hall in Dublin, and at the Herculessaal and Gasteig in Munich.

Friday, May 11
Dr. Marina Lomazov, Piano

 
Praised by critics as “a diva of the piano” (The Salt Lake City Tribune), “a mesmerizing risk-taker” (The Plain
Dealer, Cleveland), and “simply spectacular” (Chicago International Music Foundation) Ukrainian-American pianist
Marina Lomazov has established herself as one of the most passionate and charismatic performers on the concert
scene today. Following prizes in the Cleveland International Piano Competition, William Kapell International Piano
Competition, Gina Bachauer International Piano Competition, and Hilton Head International Piano Competition, Ms.
Lomazov has given performances throughout North America, South America, China, England, France, Germany,
Italy, Spain, Austria, Bulgaria, Ukraine, Russia, Japan and in nearly all of the fifty states in the U.S.

Friday, June 1
Jennifer Zetlan, Soprano

Jennifer Zetlan, Soprano and Dr. David Shimoni, Piano

Jennifer Zetlan continues to garner recognition for her artistry and captivating stage presence: “The soloists
included the excellent soprano Jennifer Zetlan, who wielded her silvery voice to admirable effect. Her fluid
ornamentation and shining top notes were particularly striking in sections like “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of
Zion.” The New York Times.  Ms. Zetlan has debuted on the stages of the Metropolitan Opera, New York City
Opera, Seattle Opera, Santa Fe Opera and Florida Grand Opera.  She has performed with the New York
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Philharmonic, St. Paul Chamber Orchestra, the Indianapolis Symphony, The Juilliard Orchestra and has been heard
at Carnegie Hall in recital and with Oratorio Society of New York, Musica Sacra, and the New York Youth
Symphony.

Friday, July 13
“Rising Star Concert”

 Andrew Li, Piano

Andrew Li, Second Place Winner at the 2017 Hilton Head Piano Competition, has shown his love and gifts of music since
his early years.  Starting at age seven, he won First Prize in the Bay State Piano Competition for five consecutive years.
In 2009 and 2010, Andrew won First Prize in the Steinway Competition in Boston in Divisions One and Two.  He played
a solo recital in October of 2010 in Utica, NY.  In June 2013, Andrew performed at the prestigious Rockport Chamber
Music Festival.  In January 2014, Andrew performed Grieg’s Piano Concerto with the Symphony Pro Musica.  He ended
2014 by winning First Prize in the concerto competition at the New England Conservatory Preparatory School.  In March
of 2016, Andrew won First Prize in the Boston Symphony Orchestra Youth Concerto Competition.

Friday, August 10
 Joseph Pramberger Memorial Concert 

 Leyla Kubuli , Piano

Seventeen year old Leyla Kabuli is a scholarship student of Yoshikazu Nagai at the San Francisco Conservatory of
Music Pre-College Division, and is the pianist of the San Francisco Symphony Youth Orchestra.  She won First
Prizes in the Los Angeles Young Artists International, the Wildflower Young Artist Music Showcase, and the eMuse
International competitions; Second Prize in the Enkor International Piano Competition; Third Prize in the Virginia
Waring International Concerto Competition; and best transcription and audience prizes in the Seattle International
Piano Festival & Competition.  She also won First Prizes in the Pacific Musical Society, MTAC solo and concerto,
CAPMT honors and contemporary, Kruschke, Mindell, Ghiglieri, Classical Masters, East Bay, Berkeley Etude Club,
and US Open competitions; as well as top prizes in CMTANC, McKee, SF Chopin, Zeiter, and regional MTNA
Piano Duet competitions. She was a 2016 and 2017 National Young Arts winner, and a Chopin Foundation
Scholarship recipient.

In related News

As many of you are aware, Richard Myers has been actively volunteering his time and expertise as Artistic Director
for The Arts at Messiah for several years. In this capacity, he has single handedly developed this music series.  This
involves the programming, selection, and recruitment of musicians and artists in keeping with the mission and budget
established for this program.  We are pleased to announce that through a generous gift from an anonymous supporter
who recognizes the importance and value of Richard’s work, Richard will now receive remuneration for his
outstanding contributions to The Arts at Messiah.  We all look forward to another exciting series for our members
and the community.

Please join us in presenting beautiful music at Messiah!

Your generous tax-deductible contribution supports the continuation of this wonderful series of summer concerts.
Over the years, we have developed a reputation for presenting concerts of varied types, featuring a range of
outstanding talent – from rising stars to winners of world class competitions.  This is made possible by a community
of supporters who have stood behind the series’ 17 years of stable growth and who continue to stand behind its
mission.  We invite you to support The Arts at Messiah.  Please make your check payable to “Messiah Lutheran
Church” and mark the memo line “The Arts at Messiah.”
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From our Photo Album .  .  .

Sunday, February 4

George Lawrence, Council President, led the
congregation in prayer for our members
traveling to Antigua, Guatemala with the
medical mission group Faith in Practice.
Connie Squibb served as a surgical nurse, Pat
Cooper worked in food preparation, Pastor
Talsness served as chaplain, and Eric Gilster
worked in labor and delivery.

February 14, Ash Wednesday
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Frank & Teresa Camizzi

Diane & Byron BoydGrace & Olin Bockes

Mary Ellen & Jim McDevitt

Sunday, February 11

F o u r t e e n  c o u p l e s
participated in a Vow
Renewal and Reception.
The ceremony was held in
the Sanctuary and as the
couples processed out of the
church they were sprayed
w i t h  S i l l y  S t r i n g ,
compliments of our youth.
A reception was held in the
Fellowship Hall where
guests enjoyed heavy hors
d'oeurves and wine.  Three
couples were chosen at
random to talk about how
they met and what makes their
marriage work. The evening
concluded with a wedding
dance.  Cheryl Liebgott and
LInda Jacla did a wonderful job
with decorations and clean up.
(Apologies for the fuzzy photo!)
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Sunday, February 11

Pastor Jason with February 2018 Birthday Honorees
(left to right) Clyde Olson, Norrita Thorne, Dick Kaylor,

Shirley Nack, & Amanda Ridberg

Wednesday, February 21
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Wednesday, February 28

Father Daughter Dance

In March, two of our dads took their daughters
to a Father Daughter Dance, and we hear that
all had a wonderful time!  Frank Camizzi took
Lily and Bella and Pastor Talsness took Helena.
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Highlights from Church Council’s Meeting on February 20, 2018

Please note the following highlights have been taken from the draft minutes
that will be presented for approval at Council’s March 2018 meeting.

• Christian Education Report.  Barb Tinker reported the following:
< Confirmation - upcoming Parent’s meeting 
< Devotional Materials - only three responses - will be cutting back on the quantity of

materials purchased. 
• Mutual Ministry.

< Pastor Talsness’s mother, Judy Lawrence, is moving to Savannah on March 1.
< On March 11, Pastor Talsness will be on a 3-4 day college tour with son Peter.

• Outreach Ministry.  Connie Squibb reported the following:
< Cooks and Conversation - Thrivent Funding - free refrigerator coming which will

mean no longer do we need a separate freezer.
< Thrivent Funding - Coordination - considerable discussion regarding the availability

of these monies and finding out which members own contracts.  George Lawrence
will talk with Phil Nack, who previously attempted to gain this information.  Each
contract is worth $1,000 per year for the church to use for certain Outreach projects.
Outreach Ministry wants to be the designated coordinator for these funds.  

• Property Ministry.  Tim Andrews reported the following:
< Lighting - Sanctuary and Library.  Council approved the bid from Mr. Electric with an

overall cap of $6K for the total electrical project, to assure completion in a timely
manner.

< Banner Rack.  Project complete.
< Ice Maker Cleaning.  Completed.
< Hearing Impaired Units.  Two persons have tested the equipment with success; each

unit will cost $300; will evaluate if persons utilizing the technology would prefer to
purchase and/or how many to have “on hand”; need to assess how many people are
interested in an assistive device.

Highlights of the Annual Congregational Meeting 

held on November 19, 2017

Please note the following highlights have been taken from the draft minutes of the 2017 Annual
Congregational Meeting.  The complete minutes will be presented for approval at the Annual Meeting of the
congregation to be held in 2018.

• Minutes Approved: Minutes of the annual meeting of the congregation held
November 20, 2016, as printed in the 2017 Annual Report.

• Pastor’s Report: Pastor Talsness referred the congregation to his report published in
the 2017 Annual Report and then highlighted a few of its points:

(i) 2017 was shaped by the celebration of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation.
Much of the life of the church in 2017 focused on the Reformation.  We had seminars,
classes, a Lenten emphasis, and worship that pointed to the insights of the Reformation.
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(ii) The congregation responded generously to the capital appeal to reduce our
mortgage principal, going a long way to ensuring a viable future for Messiah, making
possible debt relief and some much-needed capital improvements.

(iii) His priorities going forward are carrying out the Strategic Plan, specifically
following up in areas concerning how our church can thrive now that the debt question
has been tamed: this includes potential new staff positions, how we determine how to
support the greater church (mission support), and how we can be a better resource for
families and seniors.

• Reports of the President and the Ministries: President Tom Olson referred the
congregation to those reports published in the 2017 Annual Report.  No questions were
raised concerning the reports.

• Report of the Treasurer: Parker Pearson, Treasurer, reported that through regular
monthly mortgage payments and Capital Campaign Funds received, the Fellowship Hall
Mortgage was reduced from $544,394 on January 1, 2017 to approximately $191,000
as of November 19, 2017.

• 2018 Budget: The proposed budget for 2018 (a) includes a 5% raise for all staff, plus
five additional hours for our bookkeeper (increase from 30 to 35 hours) and (b)
estimates projected revenues of $423,025 (offerings of $419,775 and interest/building
use income of $3,250), expenses of $420,807, and a year-end net income of $2,218.
A MOTION was made, seconded, and passed approving the proposed 2018 Budget as
presented.

• Elections: A MOTION was made, seconded, and passed to approve the following slates:
< To Church Council

(Three-year terms, January 1,
2018 – December 31, 2020)
Jill Poole
Connie Squibb
Greg Stinson

< To the 2018 Audit Committee
(Three year term, January 1,
2018 – December 31, 2020)
Rob Fritz

< To the 2018 Nominating
Committee
(One year term, January 1,
2018 – December 31, 2018)
Steve Allen – past Council

representative
Sandy Schmoll – past Council

representative
Terry Blaney
Ron Maner
Tammy Quirk
David Ridberg

• Unfinished Business:
< President Olson addressed an outstanding item from the 2016 Annual Meeting.  At

that meeting, a motion was made by Rob Fritz, seconded and passed to publish the
year end audited financials for distribution to the congregation (which shall include
amount of benevolence sent to the Synod and mortgage debt retirement data).
President Olson said that this requirement is presented on the last page of this year’s
Annual Report.

< On the subject of benevolence, President Olson pointed out that so far in 2017 the
congregation has given approximately $9,800 to the Synod, and that there are
additional ways by which we give to benevolence.  We are at the ten month mark in
the Capital Campaign, so it is early to discuss changes.  He suggested that when the
Fellowship Hall is paid off, the congregation will be in a better position to discuss
changes.



Messiah Lutheran Church of Skidaway Island
1 West Ridge Road
Savannah, GA 31411

MESSI A H  LU T H E R A N  CH UR C H  -  A  ST EP H E N  MI N I S T R Y  CO N G R EG A TI O N

CHURCH COUNCIL

Tim Andrews, Property Ministry Chair, timandrews1114@comcast.net
Lynnetta Hartson, Staff Support/Mutual Ministry Chair, lhartson@comcast.net
Linda Jacla, Evangelism Ministry Chair, ljacla@gmail.com
George Lawrence, Stewardship Ministry Chair, mppggl13@gmail.com
Tom Olson, Worship & Music Ministry Chair, Tolson@kernengineering.com
Jill Poole, Parish Life Ministry Chair, jilldpoole@aol.com
Connie Squibb, Outreach Ministry Chair, c.squibb01@yahoo.com
Greg Stinson, Finance Ministry Chair, gtstinson@comcast.net
Barbara Tinker, Christian Education Ministry Chair, tinker.barbara@gmail.com
Jason Talsness, Pastor, skidawaypastorj@gmail.com; Cell phone: (770) 570-7407

CHURCH OFFICERS (Jan. 1 – Dec. 31, 2018)
George Lawrence, President
Barbara Tinker, Vice President
Connie Squibb, Recording Secretary
Parker Pearson, Treasurer

CHURCH STAFF

Jason Talsness, Pastor
Mary Maner, Choral Director
Diane Boyd, Church Organist
Cynthia Sharpley, Church Secretary (Hrs: Mon–Fri, 2-5 p.m.)
Barbara Roush, Church Bookkeeper (Hrs: Tues mornings)

Help Keep Our Records Current
Have you changed your e-mail address?  Moved?  Have a new mailing address?  New home or cell
telephone number?  New work telephone number?  Please share updates with the church office by
calling 598-1188 or e-mailing MessiahSk@gmail.com.
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