
Mission Statement

In the name of Jesus, welcome everyone,
grow in faith, support one another, serve others. February 2018

M e s s i a h  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h
A CONGREGATION OF THE

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Jesus is a Rock in a Weary Land
A Sermon Series for Lent and Holy Week

I am often asked questions pertaining to how a Christian should
treat others in day-to-day interactions. Oftentimes, we find
ourselves in circumstances where the suggestion to simply “be
nice” fails to address the complexities of a situation, as true as
such a sentiment is.

February marks the beginning of a special time of year in the church, Lent. The 40 days
before Easter are a time marked with extra intentionality around the Christian disciplines
prayer, repentance, penance, and self-denial. The word “Lent” refers to the lengthening
of daylight that happens during this time of year.

In the early church, Lent was when converts would receive instruction in preparation for
their baptism on Easter. Over time Lent has evolved to a time where all in the church have
extra emphasis on our walk of faith. At Messiah, we offer Wednesday midweek gatherings
with a light meal and dramas based on Bible stories.

This year, Lent has a surprising alignment with the secular calendar.
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, which falls on February 14,
Valentine’s Day. Easter falls on April 1, April Fools’ Day. With such
novel bookends, why not have a novel theme for Lent: that of rocks!
 
Rocks are found throughout nature. Some rocks come from lava and were spewed out of
volcanoes.  Other rocks are from sediment, formed over millions of years. Other rocks were
a product of external forces, such exposure to heat, glaciers, water, or being smashed up
against other rocks. Rocks vary in color, shape, hardness, and luster. 

Throughout time, rocks have been used by humans for many purposes: tools, weapons,
buildings, roads, and art to name a few common uses. With rock, the Romans invented
concrete and built aqueducts.

The Bible contains many metaphors for conveying truths about God. Rocks were plentiful
in the dry, hilly, wind-swept area of Biblical Israel.  As a result, scripture employs many

MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH OF SKIDAWAY ISLAND
1 WEST RIDGE ROAD, SAVANNAH, GA   31411

The Rev. Jason W. Talsness        Cell: (770) 570-7407              E-mail: skidawaypastorj@gmail.com
Office Telephone: (912) 598-1188       Office FAX: (912) 598-1339
E-MAIL: messiahsk@gmail.com            WEB: www.messiahsi.org

mailto:skidawaypastorj@gmail.com
mailto:messiahsk@gmail.com
http://www.messiahsk.com


MLC Newsletter ~ February 2018 ~ Page 2

The Bible contains many metaphors for conveying truths about God. Rocks were plentiful
in the dry, hilly, wind-swept area of Biblical Israel. As a result, scripture employs many
references and connections to rock. Consider the following examples: 

The LORD is my rock, my fortress, and my deliverer,
my God, my rock in whom I take refuge. Psalm 18:2

Let anyone among you who is without sin be the first
to throw a stone at her. The words of Jesus in John 8:7

And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church,
and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it.

The words of Jesus in Matthew 16:18

And my personal favorite,

Like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house,
to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices

acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. First Peter 2:5

Life is full of brokenness and hardship. Lent reflects that. But there is an American spiritual
that speaks to this, “Jesus is a Rock in a weary Land.”  That will be the theme.  We will
sing the song each Sunday before the reading of the Gospel.  

On Sundays this Lent, with Jesus as our rock, we will focus on different principles that the
Bible presents using passages pertaining to rocks. Lent starts with Ash Wednesday, when
ashes are put on our forehead in the sign of the cross, which recalls our being claimed by
Christ in our mortality. Lent concludes on a rock hill in Jerusalem where Jesus died on the
cross. Easter begins with a stone covering the entrance to the tomb.   

Through experiencing the richness of Lent, we will come to rely on Jesus for refuge and
strength in this weary life. Jesus is our rock and redeemer. He takes our brokenness and
restores us. That is my hope for you and for us all. 

See You in Worship,
Pastor Jason Talsness

Save the Dates!

Wednesday, February 14 Ash Wednesday
Saturday, March 10 Flea Market Donut and Coffee Sale
Sunday, March 18 CROP Hunger Walk
Sunday, March 25 Palm Sunday
Thursday, March 29 Maundy Thursday
Friday, March 30 Good Friday
Sunday, April 1 Resurrection of Our Lord, Easter Day
Saturday, April 28 Shredding Event at Presbyterian Church
Thursday, May 3 National Day of Prayer
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† Prayers of support for Jim Poole (III), his family, and the friends of
Jim’s father and Messiah member James M. Poole, Jr., of Richmond Hill,
GA, who died at home on December 20, 2017.
† Prayers of support for Jennifer Nguyen, her family, and the friends of
Jennifer’s mother Lorna Jean Haseley Wentzel, of Grand Blanc, MI, age
73, who died on Thursday, November 9, 2017, at the Karmanos Cancer
Institute in Detroit, MI.

† Prayers of healing for our members, friends, and relatives undergoing
special care and treatment: Sandy Clarke, Ann Farr, Bob Farr, Debora
Fonteneau, Levi Ingvalson (Lana & Eric Gilster’s four year old
grandnephew), Christine Kumagai, Ray Kunsman, Bridget (Shirley & Phil
Nack’s granddaughter), Judy Nord, Char Ramshaw, Tom Richardson,
Linda Shadel, and Marguerite Weisemann.

February Announcements

Copies of the February issue of THE LUTHERAN, the official news magazine of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, as well as DAILY DEVOTIONAL BOOKLETS for the
1st quarter of 2018, are available on the table in the entrance foyer of the sanctuary.  Also,
a limited number of LARGE PRINT devotionals are available.

CERTAIN SCHEDULED MEETINGS & EVENTS IN FEBRUARY
< Birthday Sunday is February 11.  If your birthday is this month, be sure to come to

church on the 11th so that we can celebrate your birth!
< Women’s Monday Morning Bible Study will meet each Monday in February.  See

within for more information.
< Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study will meet each Wednesday in February.  See within

for more information.
< The Men’s Group will meet at 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday, February 13.
< Evangelism Ministry’s Faith Ambassador Training will be at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday,

February 13 at 6:00 p.m.
< Craft ‘n Gab will not meet in February.
< Church Council will meet at 5:45 p.m. on Tuesday, February 20. NOTE: Time change.
< Evangelism’s Caring Card Ministry will meet at 9:30 a.m. on Saturday, February 24.
< Staff Support/Mutual Ministry will meet at 10:30 a.m. on Tuesday, February 27.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER OUR SISTERS AND BROTHERS

This is Christ’s church.  There is a place for you here.
We are the church that shares a living, daring confidence in God’s
grace.  Liberated by our faith, we embrace you as a whole person —
questions, complexities and all.  Join us as we do God’s work in
Christ’s name for the life of the world.

Source: www.ELCA.org

http://www.ELCA.org
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An Opportunity to Renew Your Marriage Vows

Valentine’s Day is a romantic time for many, and also a perfect
seasonal time around which to have a time to renew and
celebrate marriages within our congregation.  Thus, on Sunday,
February 11, grab your spouse and make your way to Messiah
Lutheran at 5:00 p.m.  There will be a short renewal of vows in
the sanctuary, followed by a lively reception in the Fellowship Hall
(meaning one wedding dance and “lively” discussion!).  PLUS,
awards!  Such as Longest Married, Most Recently Married, Most
Moves, Fewest Moves. . . .

Please bring a photograph from your wedding day to put on
display, together with heavy hors d’oeuvres and/or wine to share.
Widows and widowers are invited to participate and share
memories of their marriage.  Please sign up on the sheet posted
on the kiosk in the Narthex.  Dress up if you like!

A Lutheran Marriage Encounter weekend is planned for March 2-4,
2018 in Myrtle Beach, SC.  Pastor Bill Bruggeman, a retired ELCA
Pastor who lives in the Savannah area, and his wife Ann, will be
helping lead this Lutheran Marriage Encounter weekend.

Marriage Encounter is a weekend experience where communication
techniques are presented that will help to strengthen and enrich
marriages.  A couple will be able to refresh, renew and reconnect!

The registration fee is $100 per couple and includes all meals (three on Saturday and two
on Sunday) and housing.  The weekend begins on Friday evening with the first
presentation at 8:00 p.m. and ends Sunday afternoon at about 5:00 p.m.

To learn more about Marriage Encounter, please visit the www.GodLovesMarriage.org
website.  If you have any questions you may contact Pastor Bill and Ann Bruggeman
(210-391-3530; two-bill@hotmail.com) or Dean and Marcia Redman (919-797-0501;
dmredman251@gmail.com).

2/16 Andrea & Robert Felkins’ 38th

2/21 Teresa & Frank Camizzi’s 9th

2/23 Diana & Geoff Wilson 55th!

2/04 Amanda Ridberg

2/05 Marcie Perry

2/12 Clyde Olson

2/13 Dick Kaylor

2/15 Shirley Nack

2/16 Norrita Thorne

2/16 Rick Gowthrop

2/18 Peggy Pearson

2/27 Pat Cooper

http://www.GodLovesMarriage.org
mailto:two-bill@hotmail.com
mailto:dmredman251@gmail.com
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News about Members

Loree Field Ballard, daughter of Pattye and Clarke Field, married William
(Bill) Crane on December 21, 2017 just before sunset on a Marco Island,
FL beach.  Loree and Bill live in a small south New Jersey town called
Alloway on a small lake.  Loree is a Patient Care Coordinator for Pentec
Health and Bill is a Site Manager at Nalco Water, the world’s leading water
treatment and process improvement company in Bridgeport, NJ.

Best wishes to Loree and Bill!

Loree and Bill

Loree with her
three daughters
(Pattye & Clarke’s
beautiful
granddaughters)

Congratulations to Andrea & Robert Felkins on the birth of their second
grandchild, Vera Sadie.  Vera was born in Baltimore on January 30, 2018
to the Felkins’ daughter and son-in-law, Katie Felkins and Jonathan
Aguilar.  Katie is the youngest of the Felkins’ three children.

The Savannah Morning News recently announced in its
“Newsmakers” section that Erin Haug has returned to the
practice of law!  Erin, who has a J.D. from the University of
North Dakota School of Law, is now a named partner in the firm
Barr and Haug Law.

Contact Information

Marcie Perry
New e-mail address: marciegperry@gmail.com

mailto:marciegperry@gmail.com
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Diane Boyd,
Director

NOTES FROM

THE CHORAL DIRECTOR
Mary Maner

February’s Rehearsal Schedules

Men’s Chorus
Wednesday, February 7 at 6:15 p.m.
Wednesday, February 21 at 5:40 p.m.

Chancel Choir
Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. – Febr. 7, 21, & 28
Wednesday, February 14 at 8:00 p.m.

Women’s and Youth Choir
All Sundays, 10:05 a.m. following worship.

Come, join a choir, share your talents, and
enjoy the joy of Christian fellowship.

      February’s
Rehearsal Schedule

Brass Plus will meet at
9:00 a.m. on Saturday,
February 3 & 17.

February’s
Rehearsal Schedule

No schedule at press time.
Look to hear from either Joy
Olson or Mary Maner.

February’s Rehearsal Schedule

Wednesday, February 7 at 5:45 p.m
Wednesdays, February 21 & 28 at 5:00 p.m.

All Saturdays at 10:00 a.m.
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In 2018, Lent, the period of 40 days before Easter, starts on
February 14, Ash Wednesday, and goes through March 28.

We will start this season of Lent with an Ash Wednesday
(February 14) Potluck Dinner at 6:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.
There is a sign-up sheet on the kiosk in Narthex.  Please sign up for a
dish (for 10) that you would like to share. We need an accurate count for
setting up the correct number of tables, so please help by signing-up.

There will be a Service of Holy Communion at 7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary.
This service will include the imposition of ashes for those who desire it.

Why and how do we use ashes on Ash Wednesday?
 

Ash Wednesday is the Wednesday of the seventh week before Easter and the first day
of Lent. The day is named for the practice of imposing ashes, a practice which many
Lutheran congregations have found to be a very meaningful part of the Ash Wednesday
liturgy.  Using ashes as a sign of repentance is an ancient practice, often mentioned in
the Bible (e.g., Jonah 3:5-9; Job 42:6; Jeremiah 6:26; Matthew 11:21). The early
Christians adopted the use of ashes from Jewish practice as an external mark of penitence.

Ashes symbolize several aspects of our human existence:

^ Ashes remind us of God’s condemnation of sin, as God said to Adam, “Dust you
are and to dust you shall return” (Genesis 3:19).

^ Ashes suggest cleansing and renewal. They were used anciently in the absence
of soap. On Ash Wednesday ashes are a penitential substitute for water as a
reminder of our baptism.

^ Ashes remind us of the shortness of human life, for it is said as we are buried:
“earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust.”

^ Ashes are a symbol of our need to repent, confess our sins, and return to God.

In the Ash Wednesday liturgy, typically the confession and imposition of ashes follow
the proclamation of the Word of God in biblical readings, sermon, and song. This
confession marks the beginning of a season of penitence. The Maundy Thursday
absolution is the structural response to the Ash Wednesday confession, marking off Lent
as a penitential time.  At the conclusion of the Ash Wednesday confession and
imposition of ashes, a declaration of grace is used, coupled with a plea for mercy.

Source: www.ELCA.org

http://www.ELCA.org
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Starting the week after Ash Wednesday, join us for Wednesday night
Lenten Suppers at 6:00 p.m. on the dates shown below.  Please sign
up on the kiosk to attend (but do come even if you haven’t signed
up!) or to provide part of a supper.  The Men’s Group and the
Chancel Choir will be our supper hosts.  Here is the schedule:

February 21: Men’s Group (Soup & Sandwich)
 February 28: Chancel Choir (Soup & Sandwich)
 March 7: Men’s Group (Catered)
 March 14: Men’s Group (Soup & Sandwich)
 March 21: Men’s Group (Soup & Sandwich)

The Lenten Suppers will be in 4-D:
Dinner, Drama, Discussion, and
Dessert, with dessert provided by
the Olsons.  The theme of the
dramas, with our “well experienced”
casts, will be “Mountaintop
Experiences.”

Please put these Wednesday evening
gatherings on your calendar.  I am
looking forward to this year’s Lenten
dramas; something unexpected
always happens that draws us closer
as a family!

As incoming President of Council, I want to take a moment to reflect on
the great and tireless work done by our past president Tom Olson and
by Lynnetta Hartson, who as Recording Secretary, dutifully and
diligently gave us timely and accurate minutes.  Also, I want to praise
outgoing council members Sandy Schmoll, who contributed much in her
role as chair of the Local Outreach Ministry, and Steve Allen, who as
chair of the Finance Ministry, has been responsible for balancing our
books, protecting our assets, and minimizing our debts.  A huge thank
you to all.

Continuing on Council are Tom Olson as chair of the Worship & Music Ministry, Lynnetta
Hartson as chair of Staff Support/Mutual Ministry, Tim Andrews as chair of the Property
Ministry, Linda Jacla as chair of the Evangelism Ministry, and Barb Tinker as chair of the
Christian Education Ministry.

Our newly elected Council members are Jill Poole, whose work leading our Parish Life
Ministry continues, Greg Stinson, new chair of the Finance Ministry, and Connie Squibb,
new chair of the Outreach Ministry.

New officers, beside myself, are Barbara Tinker as Vice President, and Connie Squibb as
Recording Secretary.  Parker Pearson continues as Treasurer.

If any member of the congregation desires, at any time, to talk to a council member, you
may get an updated list of council members’ telephone and e-mail addresses from Cynthia
Sharpley, our church secretary, or by reference to our Member Directory or the last page
of each monthly newsletter.  I and all council members look forward to serving you and
God this forthcoming year.

Contributed by
Joy Olson

George Lawrence,
President
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News from the Christian Education Ministry
Barbara Tinker, Chairman

On the first three Sundays in February, we will continue the eight-
week series entitled “Renovate to Make New.”  This study will
introduce you to the possibility of a personal renovation, exploring
the foundation and blueprints of God’s original design for us.  Most
of the advice we hear about personal growth focuses on changing
problematic behaviors or negative emotions.  But the driving force
behind how we act and feel is what we believe.  Many of the beliefs
you carry today were formed during childhood.  You have the
option of evaluating them, determining where they came from and
whether they are true or false.   With the start of a new year, it is
a good time to change unhealthy behaviors and emotions by
looking at the beliefs that drive them.

On Sunday, February 25, we will begin a three week series entitled “Bad Boys of Easter.”

So, grab a friend and a cup of coffee and join us for Sunday Morning Bible
Study at 10:20 a.m. in the conference room.  The discussions are always
interesting and you will be amazed how your faith grows when you share it!

As we roundup the study of Paul’s letter to the Romans in February,
we will begin a Beth Moore study entitled “Living Beyond Yourself:
Exploring the Fruit of the Spirit.”  In this study we will, hopefully,
grow in and experience the work of the Holy Spirit in us.  Come join
us on Monday mornings at 9:30 in the conference room.  If you
have questions, please contact Argerie Martin (598-8211,
martinw720@aol.com).

Devotional Material in the Narthex
Are you enjoying the free devotional materials in the narthex? If so, your input
is needed. We are evaluating the use and satisfaction of the two adult
devotionals, The Word in Season and Christ in our Home, and the children’s
Happy Times magazine. If you use these materials please e-mail Barb Tinker
at tinker.barbara@gmail.com with your thoughts regarding these materials.

Contributed by
Barb Tinker

Youth Sunday School (6th grade – high
school), led by Steve Derr, will meet in the back
hall classroom each Sunday morning in
February. They are using the Lutheran
Traditions curriculum from Augsburg Fortress.

Contributed by
Argerie Martin

mailto:martinw720@aol.com
mailto:tinker.barbara@gmail.com
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Women’s Conference

What if setting aside just for one day could make a real difference in your life? Join women
from across the region to celebrate all God made us to be. It’s time to be renewed and
refreshed, to put aside the sad memories and raw experiences of the past and embrace the
joy of today, looking forward to a bright future. 

On Saturday, March 10 from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., author and speaker Angie Smith will
lead a women’s conference at Compassion Christian Church, 55 A1 Henderson Blvd.
Tickets are $45; or $35 if ten people sign up. Lunch is included.  Please contact Barb
Tinker (tinker.barbara@gmail.com) ASAP if you are interested. The event sold out last
year.  More information is posted in the narthex.

The Cove Retreat Center

Anyone interested in joining us on a retreat at The Cove in Asheville, North Carolina on
March 5-7 entitled “Navigating Life’s Challenges”?  For more information, please contact
Barb Tinker (tinker.barbara@gmail.com) or go to www.thecove.org.  Information also is
posted in the  narthex.  Spaces fill up quickly so contact Barb soon.

We will be planning another trip to The Cove on May 9-11 for a retreat entitled “Uncommon
Courage, Joshua’s Five Bold Choices for Our Times.”

The Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study will meet each Wednesday in February
at 8:00 a.m. in the card room at the Marshwood Club in The Landings.  All
men are welcome to join.

NOTE: Please try to let Pastor Jason know if you plan to attend so
that accurate reservations may be made.  You don’t need to be a
member of The Landings Club to attend and have breakfast.  Also,
off-island men may contact Pastor Jason for a gate pass.

News from the Property Ministry
Tim Andrews, Chairman

Here and There Around the Church
• AV upgrades were installed Thursday, January 18.  Upgrades include new

microphones, a head set for Pastor Talsness, and two hearing impaired
system that are designed to work with all hearing aids.  We will be
testing these over the next weeks ad will let congregation know when
they are available for general use.

• We are getting bids to replace the upper lights in the Sanctuary with LED
lights.  As you may have noticed at least 56 lights/spots are out.
Replacing these is very difficult and dangerous for us to do.

If you see something that needs attention, please tell Tim Andrews.

& Bible Study

mailto:tinker.barbara@gmail.com
mailto:tinker.barbara@gmail.com
http://www.thecove.org
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News from the Evangelism Ministry
Linda Jacla, Chairman

Faith Ambassador Training

Come learn how to LIVE and SHARE Christ’s love!  You may have taken
a class to learn how to be proficient on your computer or to understand
and interpret a piece of music.  So why not take a course that will help
you share Christ’s love in your daily life through words and actions that
people welcome?

This class will meet at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, February 13 in the
conference room.  The classes will go through May.  A light supper will
be provided – how easy is that!  All are welcome to attend.  For more
information or to sign up, contact Linda Jacla (ljacla@gmail.com).

Ladies Night Out – A Joint Social Event of the Evangelism and
Parish Life Ministries

On Thursday, February 23, under the theme “Love is in the Air,” we will
gather at 6:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall for dinner, provided gratis by a
generous group of ladies.  The menu will be chili, cornbread, and desert.

Please bring photos of your ‘Loved-Ones’ and we will share stories about
us – and them.  This may include husbands, parents, children or anyone
else you would like to remember and share.

Please sign up on the sheet posted in the Narthex or e-mail Lynn
McLauchlan (LynnMcL5@gmail.com) by February 20.  After dinner we will
have a group discussion or game.  Feel free to invite a friend!

News from the Outreach Ministry
Connie Squibb, Chairman

This year our February Love Thy Neighbor outreach will
benefit Old Savannah City Mission.  We are asking you to
look in your closets for sheets, pillows and cases, blankets,
and/or towels of any size to be donated (new or slightly
used are welcome).  This will serve two purposes, you clean
a closet and the Mission gets to serve more clients.

Additional donations of laundry products are welcome. We decided to change our focus this
year due to the increased need at the Old Savannah Mission.  With the prediction for more
cold weather, the Old Savannah City Mission needs our help.  The bedding that we
previously used for InterFaith Hospitality will start the drive.  Please place your donated
items in the containers in the Fellowship Hall.

Contributed by
Linda Jacla &

Lynn McLauchlan

mailto:ljacla@gmail.com
mailto:LynnMcL5@gmail.com
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The 4th Annual Skidaway Island Crop Hunger Walk will be
on Sunday, March 18, at noon.  This year our walk is
focused on raising funds to be donated to America’s Second
Harvest of Coastal Georgia.  19% of the people in Georgia
can’t be sure of their next meal.  With all of the money
raised from this Walk earmarked for our local food bank, we

as a community, can help change that statistic.  That’s why your pledge to walk with an
invited friend gives you the chance to make a difference.  You may choose the distance
you want to walk from a 1 mile, 2.4 miles or 2.8 miles route.  Please make the
commitment to walk by signing up on the sheet posted on the kiosk in the narthex.
Donations will be accepted on March 11 and 18 after church in the Fellowship Hall.

America’s Second Harvest

The Outreach Ministry invites you to join in the monthly 4th
Sunday Food Drive to support America’s Second Harvest of
Coastal Georgia.  Each month we will let you know what the “food
of the month” focus will be.  We encourage you to bring that
particular item, but all non-perishable donations will be gratefully
accepted.  We will “count” the number of the specific focus item given as a measure of
Messiah’s giving.  Each month we will let you know how we did the previous month.  The
“FOOD OF THE MONTH” for February is PEANUT BUTTER.  Watch for BOGO (“Buy One,
Get One”) or grab your coupon and get some peanut butter to donate.

Also, Amanda Ridberg is working full steam ahead organizing our return to volunteering
at Second Harvest’s warehouse (2501 East President Street).  She hopes that many of the
members who used to this valuable work, and some members new to it, will want to help
packing food in boxes that will then be given to people in our community who are in need.

The new warehouse is quite nice and has heat and air conditioning!  This volunteer work
will take just two hours of your time.  Amanda is going to set a day and time based on the
feedback she gets.  So, please check your schedules, pick the best day and time for you
from the options below, and contact Amanda (aprestoridberg@gmail.com; 203-273-4827).

Wednesday 1:30 – 3:30 p.m.
Thursday 9:00 – 11:00 a.m.

Note: If more than one particular day and time are fine for you, please include both.

See the smiles on the faces of
these past Messiah volunteers at
America’s Second Harvest?  It IS
fun & worthwhile work!

Contributed by Lynn McLauchlan

mailto:aprestoridberg@gmail.com


MLC Newsletter ~ February 2018 ~ Page 13

Four members of Messiah Lutheran will be heading to
Guatemala in February for a medical mission trip. They
will be serving in Antiqua, Guatemala with Faith in
Practice (“FIP”). FIP is a non-profit, ecumenical
Christian organization that seeks to improve the
physical, spiritual and economic conditions of the poor

in Guatemala through short term integrated surgical, medical, and dental mission trips and
health related educational programs. Each year, more than 1,200 medical professionals and
support personnel from across the United States and the world travel to Guatemala.

Going February 9-17: Connie Squibb (surgical nurse), Pat Cooper (food preparation and
presentation), Eric Gilster, M.D. (labor and delivery).  Going February 16-24: Pastor Jason
Talsness (chaplain).  Please pray for these missionaries, doing God’s work through their
hands in Central America.

Ten Facts about Guatemala
• roughly the size of North Carolina
• famous for its 33 volcanoes
• the most populated Central American country   
• Blue denim comes from Guatemala!
• Some 5-10 people are killed by falling bullets at Christmastime, when people shoot

skyward in celebration.
• Guatemala is ground zero for chocolate.  The first chocolate bar was invented there

during Mayan times.
• Guatemala has the second-highest concentration of ozone in the world, according to The

Economist magazine’s The World in 2007.
• The native indigenous have a statue they worship called Mashimom, a little guy with

a mustache dressed in a suit who wears hat. The locals give him cigars and alcohol so
he will bless them.

• About 60% of the population does not know how to read or write.
• Instant coffee was invented by a Guatemalan.

The majority of the Guatemalan population lives in extreme poverty and has virtually no
access to medical care.  Over the years, FIP has developed a deep respect for the medical,
clergy, and administrative Guatemalan staff as they seek to meet the needs of the poor.
We are honored to join them in this mission.  Each year, nearly 900 Guatemalan
volunteers work beside FIP volunteers in this endeavor.  FIP Practice teams see more than
25,000 patients annually.  FIP volunteers serve through a variety of teams that are
connected, providing a continuity of care in the context of short-term medical mission.

Volunteers donate a week of their time and pay for their own lodging, food, and airfare in
order to serve.  Perhaps you can’t go to Guatemala, but you want to help.  Volunteers are
involved in the Share the Mission Program to encourage contributions for their mission.
Although some supplies are donated, each mission trips costs about $30,000.  Faith in
Practice is a 501(c)(3) organization, and contributions are deductible for tax purposes.
Faith in Practice has been rated a Four Star Charity by Charity Navigator.  All contributions
go to the mission.  If you would like to donate to this cause, there will be an informational
seminar when our Messiah Lutheran missionaries return.

Contributed by Pastor Jason Talsness
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Help Needed!  Sell Donuts & Coffee at the Flea Market to Benefit World Hunger

Men & Women of Messiah!  It is almost time for the annual Flea Market
Donut and Coffee Sale – Saturday, March 10.  As most of you know,
over the past few years we have sold coffee and donuts before and
during the Flea Market to meet the needs of the shoppers and workers
while raising money for World Hunger.  It’s also become a time of fun
and fellowship for those who volunteer.

This year, Peggy Pearson will not be in town for the Flea Market, and so
it is especially critical to have a sufficient number of volunteers and
organization if we are going to continue this wonderful tradition of the
Outreach Ministry.  Along with the coffee and donuts seller, we will need
a team to set up, re-supply, and clean up.  If you are willing to help in

any or all these capacities for a couple hours on March 10, please either sign-up in the
Narthex or even better, contact Peggy so that she can start getting the coordination
underway (parkpear@aol.com or 598-5238).

News from the Parish Life Ministry
Jill Poole, Chairman

Our next book club will meet at 3:30 p.m. on Monday, April 16
to discuss A Gentleman in Moscow, a novel by Amor Towles.  The
group will meet at the home of Lana Gilster, 27 Peregrine
Crossing, The Landings (lanagilster@earthlink.net; Home: 912-
999-6389).  All are welcome.  Off-island attendees may contact
Lana for a gate pass.   Also, please indicate your interest on the
sign up sheet in the narthex.

In 1922 Count Rostov is deemed an unrepentant aristocrat by a Bolshevik tribunal. He is
sentenced to house arrest in The Metropol, a grand hotel across the street from the
Kremlin.  In a review of the novel by Craig Taylor in the New York Times, Taylor draws
attention to “the gorgeous sleight of hand that draws it to a satisfying end, and the way
he chooses themes that run deeper than mere sociopolitical commentary: parental duty,
friendship, romance, the call of home. Human beings, after all, ‘deserve not only our
consideration but our reconsideration’ –  even those from the
leisured class. Who will save Rostov from the intrusions of the state
if not the seamstresses, chefs, bartenders and doormen?  In the
end, Towles’s greatest narrative effect is not the moments of wonder
and synchronicity but the generous transformation of these
peripheral workers, over the course of decades, into confidants,
equals and, finally, friends. With them around, a life sentence in
these gilded halls might make Rostov the luckiest man in Russia.”

An excellent interview with Towles about the novel and a Readers’
Guide are available.  Go to the following website and then click on
the name of the book:

http://www.amortowles.com/gentleman-moscow-amor-towles/

mailto:parkpear@aol.com
mailto:lanagilster@earthlink.net
http://www.amortowles.com/gentleman-moscow-amor-towles/
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If you were born in February we want to celebrate you.  Please join us in the
Fellowship Hall after service on February 11 for Birthday Sunday.  Enjoy a slice
of Birthday Cake and a Happy Birthday Serenade from your fellow church
members.

The Men’s Group will meet at 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday,
February 13.  The main purpose of the meeting is to
discuss and set the group’s 2018 schedule.  Be sure to
bring your calendar.

News from the Worship & Music Ministry
Tom Olson, Chairman

Break from Sharing the Peace

Because of cold and flu season we are suspending the Sharing the Peace
during worship services.  This is a temporary measure.  Everyone is
encouraged to use the hand sanitizers available in the pews.

Liturgical Colors during Lent

In the Christian tradition colors are used for vestments and paraments, but a unified
system of colors developed only gradually and haphazardly until and through the Middle
Ages. Today, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America provides a system of colors for
use by its congregations; for the most part, the same system also is used by Roman and
Anglican churches, at least in the United States, and by many churches around the world,
including the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada.

Many of the colors associated with the seasons are closely linked with the experience of
Christians in the Northern hemisphere. Christians in the Southern hemisphere will
experience the church year differently in that context, perhaps calling forth different color
associations. It is also helpful to realize that colors have different associations across the
globe, just as they have had different associations over the course of the church’s history.
For example, white is the color North American and European Christians typically associate
with Christmas and Easter, the color white signifying the purity of Christ, light or joy. In
many Eastern cultures, however, white connotes mourning.  Red, associated with energy,
blood or fire among other things in Western culture, is the color associated with purity in
India.
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The colors serve to adorn the worship space, and to call attention to the nature of the
season or festival being celebrated. A brief summary of the use of color in Lent follows.

Color of the Season
^ For Ash Wednesday, purple is the preferred color as this is the first day of Lent.

Historically, black also has been used on this day, because it is the color of the ashes
to which we will all return.

^ During Lent, purple is typically associated with Lent, suggesting repentance and
solemnity.

Source: www.ELCA.org

Martin Luther said “Next to the word of God, the noble art of music is
the greatest treasure in the world.”  Music has been an important part
of worship for God’s people from the earliest account in Exodus.  We
read that Moses and his sister Miriam lead the Israelites in a hymn of
praise and thanksgiving accompanied by instruments and dancing after
crossing the Red Sea to safety.

It is believed that many of King David’s Psalms were originally set to
music and may have been used in a liturgical setting for worship.  And
contemporary composers continue to use David’s Psalm texts for
compositions and praise.

Many of us have a favorite hymn with deep spiritual meaning that
transforms us into Christ’s presence each time we hear or sing it.
“Beautiful Savior” and “Precious Lord Take my Hand” do that for me.
Our musical memories draw us closer every time we hear it.

The Worship and Music Ministry would like our congregation to learn new hymnody and
have it become part of our worship together.  The Chancel Choir will continue to introduce
and sing a new hymn for the congregation, inviting the congregation to join them on the
last stanzas.  In repeating the new “Hymn of the Month,” the hymn will become familiar
in time.

One of my former pastors shared that he included a hymn in his daily devotion, meditating
on the text.  Why not try that this month, meditating on your favorite hymn?

News from the Stewardship Ministry
George Lawrence, Chairman

As a final report for the year 2018 projection, we have 55 pledges totaling
$364,170. This is somewhat smaller than pledged for the year 2017, but
still in the  ballpark.

Contributed by
Lana Gilster

http://www.ELCA.org
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From our Photo Album .  .  .

Saturday, January 6, Ladies Epiphany Tea

Sunday, January 7

Pastor Talsness installed new Council members
Connie Squibb and Jill Poole.  Also shown are
continuing Council members Lynnetta Hartson,
Barbara Tinker, Linda Jacla, George Lawrence,
and Tim Andrews.

Not shown: New Council member Greg Stinson
and continuing Council member Tom Olson.

Helena Talsness served as an Acolyte
for the first time in January!
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Sunday, January 14

Pastor Jason with January 2018 Birthday Honorees
(left to right) Ken McLauchlan, Pattye Field, Carr Baldwin, and John Duren

Sunday, January 28



MLC Newsletter ~ February 2018 ~ Page 19

Highlights from Church Council’s Meeting on January 16, 2017

Please note the following highlights have been taken from the draft minutes
that will be presented for approval at Council’s February 2018 meeting.

• Executive Committee Election.  A MOTION was made, seconded, and passed to elect
George Lawrence President, Barbara Tinker Vice President, and Connie Squibb
Secretary, their terms running January 1, 2018 – December 31, 2018.  Parker Pearson,
elected as Treasurer by the congregation, is also on the Executive Committee.

• Pastor’s Report.  Pastor Talsness reported the following:
< Capital Campaign.  Pastor will be assembling a team to assess where we are in the

Capital Campaign.
< Office Equipment.  Due to technical difficulties with some office equipment, we are

investigating a more intentional arrangement for technical support.
< Visitation.  Since last month: 9 home visits and 3 outings.

• Outreach Ministry.  Connie Squibb reported the following:
< Thrivent funds.  She is working with Pastor Talsness to determine use of Thrivent

Financial funds on an annual basis.
< New Ministry.  A new ministry, “Cook and Conversation,” is expected to start in

February.
• Parish Life Ministry.  Jill Poole reported the following:

< Fellowship Dinners.  Lana Gilster and Norrita Thorne are organizing these dinners.
< Health Ministry.  Connie Squibb is heading up this new ministry to provide medical

help and assistance for Messiah Lutheran’s congregation.
< Fellowship Hall.  There is a need for a group of volunteers to assist with clean-up and

re-organizing the Fellowship Hall after activities.
< Wedding Vow Renewal.  Parish Life is planning a Vow Renewal (either February 11

or February 14), prior to the Ash Wednesday worship service.
< New Christmas Tree.  The Men’s Group, through George Lawrence, agreed to help

purchase a new Christmas tree to replace our present tree.  The present tree
requires a tall ladder to properly assemble the tree and decorations.  This is
somewhat dangerous.  They found and purchased the tree of choice.  A MOTION was
made to approve payment of the tree purchase through Congregational contributions.
The motion was seconded and all vote pro.

• Property Ministry.  Tim Andrews reported the following:
< He is contacting electrical contractors to review and propose improvements to the

Sanctuary and Narthex lighting and power issues.
< The kitchen stove is not working properly, possibly needing cleaning or gas repair.
< Is looking at AT&T improvements to telephone and Internet systems.
< Investigating a way to better outline the contract utilization of the Fellowship and

Sanctuary areas of Messiah Lutheran…possibly approaching the agreements as a
“contribution” to Messiah Lutheran.

< Discussed potential to use certain extra monies to be contributed to Building
Maintenance.  Need to explore this through the Treasurer and Finance Ministry.

• Stewardship Ministry.  George Lawrence reported the following:
< Pledges.  As of this date we have 55 pledges totaling $364,000+.
< Stewardship Timeline.  Tom Olson reviewed with George Lawrence and Pastor the

prior stewardship process.  It took place over about two Sundays (this is how it was
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done years ago and seemed to help get more complete commitment) to help
congregational members and provide a clear, shorter process to members to
complete their stewardship paperwork.

• Worship and Music Ministry.  Tom Olson reported the following:
< Will investigate technical issues for filming/recording worship services, weddings,

funerals, etc. to be available on our website and CDs.
< Progressing with organizing the Sacristy with shelving, file cabinets, banner rack.

Laura Michael has helped Connie and Diane with the clean-up work.
• Old Business.

< Council Manual.  A Council Manual, available from our church secretary, has been
developed to help Council members with guidance in their responsibilities and
activities as Council members and Ministry chairs.

< New Church Logo.  A MOTION was made to approve the new logo design for business
cards and stationery.

Would you like to attend the Wednesday Lenten Suppers or
our worship services or our other events and programs, but
either aren’t driving any more – or not at night – or just don’t feel
up to driving?  The Parish Life Ministry has the answer for you!
It has a Transportation Committee (a subcommittee of the
Sonshine Committee) on call to help, even on a limited basis to
doctor appointments and for errands.  Members of the committee
are Pam Allen, Milda Blaney, Mary and Fred Buck, John Duren,
Andrea Felkins, Lynnetta and Verne Hartson, Virginia Hylander,

Laura Michael, Diane Munroe, Shirley and Phil Nack, Tammy and Gerry Quirk, Dave
Ridberg, Barb Tinker, and Linda Turk.  To book a ride, contact Pam Allen (Home:
598-9746; cell: 663-7235; e-mail allenpr@comcast.net).

The Forsyth Food truck is now parked at Messiah
Lutheran on Tuesdays from 12:30 – 1:30 p.m. to
offer locally grown produce and meat to the residents
of Skidaway Island and nearby areas. The Food Truck
is an extension of the Forsyth Farmer’s market in
downtown Savannah, and accepts credit, debit, and
cash as forms of payment.

Farm Truck 912 not only aims to improve affordability and accessibility of healthy foods,
but also influence healthy dietary behaviors through food education. A nutrition educator
is present on the farm truck, offering food samples, presenting recipe cards, conducting
food demonstrations, and teaching community members how to prepare balanced,
nutritionally rich, and affordable meals.

For more information, visit  www.forsythfarmersmarket.com or join the Facebook group
“Farmtruck 912, Skidaway Island.”

mailto:allenpr@comcast.net
http://www.forsythfarmersmarket.com
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CHURCH COUNCIL

Tim Andrews, Property Ministry Chair, timandrews1114@comcast.net
Lynnetta Hartson, Staff Support/Mutual Ministry Chair, lhartson@comcast.net
Linda Jacla, Evangelism Ministry Chair, ljacla@gmail.com
George Lawrence, Stewardship Ministry Chair, mppggl13@gmail.com
Tom Olson, Worship & Music Ministry Chair, Tolson@kernengineering.com
Jill Poole, Parish Life Ministry Chair, jilldpoole@aol.com
Connie Squibb, Outreach Ministry Chair, c.squibb01@yahoo.com
Greg Stinson, Finance Ministry Chair, gtstinson@comcast.net
Barbara Tinker, Christian Education Ministry Chair, tinker.barbara@gmail.com
Jason Talsness, Pastor, skidawaypastorj@gmail.com; Cell phone: (770) 570-7407

CHURCH OFFICERS (Jan. 1 – Dec. 31, 2018)
George Lawrence, President
Barbara Tinker, Vice President
Connie Squibb, Recording Secretary
Parker Pearson, Treasurer

CHURCH STAFF

Jason Talsness, Pastor
Mary Maner, Choral Director
Diane Boyd, Church Organist
Cynthia Sharpley, Church Secretary (Hrs: Mon–Fri, 2-5 p.m.)
Barbara Roush, Church Bookkeeper (Hrs: Tues mornings)

Help Keep Our Records Current
Have you changed your e-mail address?  Moved?  Have a new mailing address?  New home
or cell telephone number?  New work telephone number?  Please share updates with the
church office by calling 598-1188 or e-mailing MessiahSk@gmail.com.
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