
Mission Statement

In the name of Jesus, welcome everyone,
grow in faith, support one another, serve others. January 2018
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How does God want us to Treat Others?
Faith Ambassadors Training

How to Live and Share Christ’s Love

I am often asked questions pertaining to how a Christian should treat
others in day-to-day interactions. Oftentimes we find ourselves in
circumstances where the suggestion to simply “be nice” fails to
address the complexities of a situation, as true as such a sentiment is.

Jesus spoke of treating others in broad terms. Jesus did speak in
general terms, such as “love your neighbor as yourself” (Mark 12).
Other times his guidance is as challenging as it is specific, such as
“love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you”
(Matthew 5).  As a result, we are often looking for a reference point to
understand how a person of faith is to relate to the world. The Bible
provides a helpful metaphor in Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians:

We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were
making His appeal through us.  2 Corinthians 5:20

In the world of international relations, an ambassador is a respected official acting as a
representative of a nation. Ambassadors are an important part of diplomacy. They must
be trustworthy, loyal, and represent the interests of the nation they represent.
Ambassadors reflect the official position of the sovereign body that gives them authority.

Paul says we are Christ’s ambassadors. We represent not just ourselves, not just our
family, not just our neighborhood or community, not even just our church!  We represent
Christ himself.  This is a tall order.  What does it mean?  How do we do that?

Beginning the evening of Tuesday, January 9 we will be offering a monthly seminar on
equipping people to be what we call “Faith Ambassadors.”  This is an opportunity to deepen
one’s understanding of what it means to be an ambassador of Christ.

MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH OF SKIDAWAY ISLAND
1 WEST RIDGE ROAD, SAVANNAH, GA   31411

The Rev. Jason W. Talsness        Cell: (770) 570-7407              E-mail: skidawaypastorj@gmail.com
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We will meet once a month through May on the second Tuesday at 6:00 p.m.  We will
provide a light meal for the group.  Each night we will cover certain principles in a prepared
presentation with discussion. The content is solid, with topics that any ambassador for
Christ should know, such as self awareness, being aware of the needs of others, and how
to describe the Christian faith in basic terms.

Our goal is to have ten people join in this seminar.  Please give some thought as to
participating.  This will benefit individuals as well as our entire community. There is a
signup sheet posted on the kiosk in the narthex. For more information, please feel free to
contact me or Linda Jacla.

Happy New Year!
Pastor Jason Talsness

I hope all of our members have had beautiful Christmas times with
family and/or friends – and also have had great New Year’s transitions.
We all look forward to our traditional “get togethers” and the start of
the year is always a positive time.

Church Council looks forward to the new year.  We thank those
members who recently finished their commitment with Council – Steve
Allen (Finance Ministry Chair) and Sandy Schmoll (Outreach Ministry
Chair).  We look forward to working with the new members – Greg
Stinson (Finance Ministry Chair), Connie Squibb (Outreach Ministry
Chair), and Jill Poole (re-elected for Parish Life Ministry Chair).

Here’s hoping that all of our members have enjoyed the beautiful winter week of snow and
cold, and hopefully all have survived comfortably.  It is easy to complain about cold, snow,
rain and ice, but it is also possible to thoroughly enjoy the beauty of our environment.

God Bless all in this New Year.

Tom Olson,
President

01/03 Pam & Steve Allen’s 21st

01/08 Kathy & Rob Fritz’s 34th

01/28 Kala & Jim Peper’s 35th

01/01 Carr Baldwin

01/01 Christine Kumagai

01/03 Marguerite Weisemann

01/15 Greg Stinson

01/17 Pat Cummiskey

01/18 Babette Borsani

01/19 Pam Allen

01/19 Pattye Field

01/20 Jane Maulbetsch

01/21 Eric Gladden

01/23 Joy Olson

01/25 John Duren

01/26 Ken McLauchlan

01/27 Libby Boyden-Price

01/27 Khoa Nguyen

01/29 Donna Hart

01/29 Anna Olson



MLC Newsletter ~ January 2018 ~ Page 3

† Prayers of support for Jim Poole (III), his family, and the friends of Jim’s
father and Messiah member James M. Poole, Jr., of Richmond Hill, GA, who
died at home on December 20, 2017. - NEW
† Prayers of support for Jennifer Nguyen, her family, and the friends of
Jennifer’s mother Lorna Jean Haseley Wentzel, of Grand Blanc, MI, age 73,
who died on Thursday, November 9, 2017, at the Karmanos Cancer Institute
in Detroit, MI.
† Prayers of support for former member Margaret Paulsen, her family, and
the friends of Margaret’s mother LaNell Viola Bethke Dube, of Grapevine,
TX, age 78, who died on Friday, November 17, 2017.
† Prayers of support for Babette Borsani, her family, and the friends of
Babette’s sister Alinda Borsani, who died in early October.

† Prayers of healing for our members, friends, and relatives undergoing
special care and treatment: Cathie Barefoot, Sandy Clarke, Anne Dobra
(Pattye & Clarke Field’s sister-in-law), Ann Farr, Bob Farr, Andrea Felkins,
Debora Fonteneau, Levi Ingvalson (Lana & Eric Gilster’s four year old
grandnephew), Jen Hylander (Ken Hylander’s mother, who suffered a stroke
during the holidays and is undergoing rehab), Christine Kumagai, Ray
Kunsman, Bridget (Shirley & Phil Nack’s Granddaughter), Carl Luecke,
Judy Nord, Char Ramshaw, Tom Richardson, Linda Shadel, and
Marguerite Weisemann.

January Announcements

Copies of the January issue of THE LUTHERAN, the official news magazine of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, as well as DAILY DEVOTIONAL BOOKLETS for the
1st quarter of 2018, are available on the table in the entrance foyer of the sanctuary.  Also,
a limited number of LARGE PRINT devotionals are available.

CERTAIN SCHEDULED MEETINGS & EVENTS IN JANUARY
< Birthday Sunday is January 14.  If your birthday is this month, be sure to come to

church on the 14th so that we can celebrate your birth!
< Women’s Monday Morning Bible Study will begin again on Monday, January 8 and

continue the Kerygma study of Romans.  See within for more information.
< Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study will meet each Wednesday in January, starting

January 10, at 8:00.  See within for more information.
< Evangelism Ministry’s Faith Ambassador Training will be at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday,

January 9.
< Craft 'n Gab will meet at 9:30 a.m. on Saturday, January 13.
< Church Council will meet at 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, January 16.
< Staff Support/Mutual Ministry will meet at 10:30 a.m. on Tuesday, January 23.
< Evangelism’s Caring Card Ministry will meet at 9:30 a.m. on Saturday, January 27.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER OUR SISTERS AND BROTHERS

This is Christ’s church.  There is a place for you here.
We are the church that shares a living, daring confidence in God’s grace.  Liberated by our faith,
we embrace you as a whole person — questions, complexities and all.  Join us as we do God’s
work in Christ’s name for the life of the world. Source: www.ELCA.org

http://www.ELCA.org
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In Memoriam
James Madison Poole, Jr.

Our dear brother in Christ, James M. Poole, Jr., 87, beloved husband
of the late Betty Donaldson Poole, passed away on December 20,
2017, at his home in Richmond Hill, GA.  A native of Savannah, Jim
was born to the late James M. and Jeannette Cone Poole on
August 21, 1930.  From the time of his youth, Jim was an avid
outdoorsman.  As a young man, he enjoyed hunting duck and quail
and was passionate about fishing the creeks, rivers and sounds.
Following graduation from Commercial High School in 1948, Jim
proudly served in the U.S. Army National Guard, 48th Armored
Division. In 1954, he joined Savannah Electric and Power Company
and worked there 38 years.  In October 1956, he married his

childhood sweetheart, Elizabeth (“Betty”) Ann Donaldson.  As newlyweds, they chose
the road less traveled and carved a piece of paradise out of rural Talahi Island, building
their dream home overlooking Turner’s Creek and immediately starting a family. The
family dock was the centerpiece of all family recreation and the couple spent countless
hours swimming, fishing and boating with their two sons.

Jim devoted a lifetime to balancing work and his hunting and fishing. As much as he
loved to watch his pointers snuff out a covey of quail in a pine thicket, his passion was
saltwater fishing.  He had an uncanny knowledge of the local rivers and creeks and,
over the years, perfected the art of trout and bass fishing as well as gigging flounder.
As a father, he introduced the serenity of his pre-dawn fishing excursions to his sons.

After retiring in 1992, Jim and Betty relocated to Richmond Hill. The Pooles enjoyed
these years of retirement in the company of many long-time SEPCO retirees, friends
and family.  His friends will remember him as a genuine, insightful person with a great
sense of humor.

Jim’s life was enriched by his steadfast love of family and fellowship of friends. The
wedding vow “till death do us part” was never more evident than Jim’s commitment and
care of his beloved wife of 58 years, until her passing in 2015.

He was predeceased by his wife Betty and a sister, Mary Frances Fears. He is survived
by his son James M. Poole III and his wife Jill, and their two daughters, Victoria and
Elizabeth, and his son Mark R. Poole and his wife Lane; additionally, a niece Sharon
Daniel; and two nephews Robert L. Fears and Donnie L. Fears, all of Savannah.

A celebration of life service was held on Wednesday, December 27, at Messiah Lutheran
Church, with interment at the Isle of Remembrance in Forest Lawn Memorial Gardens.

May God grant Jim Poole III and the family and friends blessed memories of
Jim, Jr. and resurrection peace through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
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We Welcome New Members!

Jane and Steve Holst joined Messiah Lutheran on
Sunday, December 24, 2017.  Steve grew up outside
Chicago in Park Ridge, Ill.  Jane grew up in the
Minneapolis suburb of Burnsville.  Both are graduates of
St. Olaf College in Northfield, MN where they met.

After college, Steve was commissioned into the United
States Navy, where he flew the Lockwood S3-Viking (a
twin-engine turbofan-powered jet aircraft) off the aircraft
carrier USS Saratoga.  After the navy, Jane and Steve
settled in Cincinnati where Steve went to work for Delta
Airlines.  At their church in Cincinnati, Jane taught Sunday
School, was active with liturgical arts, the flower guild,
and worked with Outreach.  Steve volunteered with staff
support and church maintenance.  Jane and Steve love
spending time outdoors – hiking, kayaking, skiing, and
playing golf.

Jane and Steve have two sons.  Henry and his wife Maggie live in Alexandria, VA where he
works for the Department of Defense and Maggie works for Adobe.  Their younger son Erik
will graduate from Georgia College in May.

Doug Fritz, son of Kathy and Rob Fritz, married Leslie Mabry on
November 11, 2017 at a beautiful small ceremony on a farm in the
mountains above Asheville, NC.  Leslie and Doug now live in London
and work for Google DeepMind. Leslie is finishing her Ph.D. from the
University of Washington and
working as a program manager
for robotics and AI (Artificial
Intelligence) safety, while Doug
is leading the visualization team
for DeepMind and working on

explainability of AI. They are happily enjoying tea
and crumpets across the pond, and are excited to
start building their lives together.

Best wishes to Leslie and Doug!

Contact Information
Jane & Steve Holst
22 Coventry Close, Savannah, GA 31411
Jane, Cell: (404) 775-1442; E-mail: janeholst1399@comcast.net
Steve, Cell: (404) 775-1443; E-mail: steveholst1399@comcast.net

mailto:janeholst1399@comcast.net
mailto:steveholst1399@comcast.net
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  . . . and the Church &

  the Fellowship Hall!

Saturday, January 6

TO ALL THE MEN AND WOMEN OF MESSIAH!  Starting at about 8:30 a.m. on Saturday,
January 6, the men of Messiah will be taking down the Christmas Tree in the Sanctuary.
If you can help, please be at the church at 8:30 a.m. Questions?  Call Phil Nack
(598-7047).

If you can help take down the rest of the Christmas decorations, please be at the church
at 9:00 a.m. (or earlier).  The tree in the Fellowship Hall will be taken down.  The Nativity
scene in the Sanctuary and the decorations on the window ledges and in the Narthex all
need to be taken down, packed away, and labeled for easy access next year.  We will start
at 9:00 a.m. and complete the task after the Ladies Epiphany Tea is over.   Questions?
Call Jill Poole (H: 598-7170; C: 441-7170).

Many hands make short work.  We’ll look for you on Saturday.  Ladies, please come help
with the decorations and stay to enjoy the Ladies Epiphany Tea.

POINSETTIAS

Before the poinsettias wither away in our sanctuary,
please take one or more poinsettias as a gift to
someone in need of some cheering up.

Monday,
January 15.

Envelopes for 2018 are
set out on a table in
the Narthex.

PLEASE take yours and
make life ever so much
easier for our bookkeeper!
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Diane Boyd,
Director

NOTES FROM

THE CHORAL DIRECTOR
Mary Maner

January’s Rehearsal Schedules

Men’s Chorus
Wednesday, January 17 at 6:15 p.m.

Chancel Choir
Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. – Starting January 10

Women’s Choir and Youth Choir
All Sundays, after worship.

Come, join a choir, share your talents, and
enjoy the joy of Christian fellowship.

      January’s
Rehearsal Schedule

Starting January 20,
Brass Plus will meet at
9:00 a.m. every other
Saturday until Easter.

January’s
Rehearsal Schedule

No schedule at press time.
Look to hear from either Joy
Olson or Mary Maner.

January’s Rehearsal Schedule

Wednesdays at 5:45 p.m., January 3, 10, 17, 24, & 31

Saturdays at 10:00 a.m., January 6, 13, & 27
(No rehearsal on Saturday, January 20.)
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News from the Christian Education Ministry
Barbara Tinker, Chairman

On January 7 we will begin an eight-week series entitled “Renovate
to Make New.”  This study will introduce you to the possibility of a
personal renovation, exploring the foundation and blueprints of God’s
original design for us.  Most of the advice we hear about personal
growth focuses on changing problematic behaviors or negative
emotions.  But the driving force behind how we act and feel is what
we believe.  Many of the beliefs you carry today were formed during
childhood.  You have the option of evaluating them, determining
where they came from and whether they are true or false.   With the
start of a new year, it is a good time to change unhealthy behaviors
and emotions by looking at the beliefs that drive them.

So, grab a cup of coffee and join us for Sunday Morning Bible Study at
10:20 a.m. in the conference room.  The discussions are always interesting and
you will be amazed how your faith grows when you share it!

The Women’s Monday Morning Bible Study will start again on
Monday, January 8, 2018 at 9:30 a.m. in the church’s conference
room.  We will continue the study of Romans by Kerygma.  As a
reminder, we are on Chapter 10.

Come join us on Monday mornings at 9:30 in the conference room.
Argerie Martin, 598-8211, martinw720@aol.com.

The Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study will meet each Wednesday in
January except January 3, at 8:00 a.m. in the card room at the
Marshwood Club in The Landings.  All men are welcome to join.

NOTE: Please try to let Pastor Jason know if you plan to attend so
that accurate reservations may be made.  You don’t need to be a
member of The Landings Club to attend and have breakfast.  Also,
off-island men may contact Pastor Jason for a gate pass.

Contributed by
Barb Tinker

Youth Sunday School (6th grade – high
school), led by Steve Derr, will meet in the back
hall classroom each Sunday morning in January.
They are using the Lutheran Traditions
curriculum from Augsburg Fortress.

Contributed by
Argerie Martin

& Bible Study

mailto:martinw720@aol.com
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News from the Evangelism Ministry
Linda Jacla, Chairman

Faith Ambassador Training

Come learn how to LIVE and SHARE Christ’s love!  You may have taken
a class to learn how to be proficient on your computer or to understand
and interpret a piece of music.  So why not take a course that will help
you share Christ’s love in your daily life through words and actions that
people welcome?

Beginning January 9, this class will meet at 6:00 p.m. on the 2nd
Tuesday of each month in the church’s conference room.  The classes
will go through May.  A light supper will be provided each night – how
easy is that!  All are welcome to attend.  For more information or to
sign up, please contact Linda Jacla (ljacla@gmail.com).

Ladies Night Out – A Joint Social Event of the Evangelism and
Parish Life Ministries

On Thursday, January 25, we will meet at 6:00 p.m. in the Fellowship
Hall at church for soup, salad and dessert.  We would like to have two
women volunteer to provide soup, one to provide salad, and one for
dessert.

Please sign up on the sheet posted on the kiosk in the Narthex or e-mail
Lynn McLauchlan (LynnMcL5@gmail.com) by January 23.  Please let Lynn
know if you would like to help with the food.  After dinner we will have
a group discussion or game.  Hope to see you for an evening of fun and
fellowship!  Feel free to invite a friend!

News from the Property Ministry
Tim Andrews, Chairman

Here and There Around the Church

The key issue for properties in the month of January is to get a second bid
to replace the lights in the sanctuary with LED bulbs.

The upgrades to our audio visual system that were begun in December
should be completed by mid-January.  Those upgrades are new microphones
and tuning mixer boards for both the sanctuary and the fellowship hall.

If you see something that needs attention, please tell Tim Andrews.

Contributed by
Linda Jacla &

Lynn McLauchlan

mailto:ljacla@gmail.com
mailto:LynnMcL5@gmail.com
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News from the Outreach Ministry
Connie Squibb, Chairman

The Holiday Season was both festive and one in which we
did much good.  We started with our Thanksgiving baskets
and finished with two Trees of Giving.  Our first tree was for
Coastal Georgia Comprehensive Academy, where Steve Derr
(our member) is the principal.  We were able to clear all the
tags from the tree and provide a brighter Christmas for
some of the children at the school.  This has been a

tradition at Messiah for numerous years.  Our second tree for the Ronald McDonald House
was headed up by Lynn Townsend.  Lynn’s passion for this ministry is seen each month
with the First Monday of the Month Dinner that Lynn and her group cook at the House.
(Ever considered donating items or your time?  Why not this year?)  The Ronald McDonald
House tree had three components.  First, were the stockings that were stuffed for Moms
and Dads who were at the House, next were gas cards for families to travel home, and last
was a donation of supplies for the House.  In total, we estimate $1,200 was donated.
Thank you, Messiah Family!

I also must send my “THANKS” to our outgoing chairperson and council representative,
Sandy Schmoll, for her leadership and zeal for helping organize and lead this group for the
past three years.  It is an honor and my pleasure to follow in her footsteps.

A new Outreach Ministry you will hear more about is “Cooks and Conversation.” This will be a
ministry for those who enjoy cooking and conversing in order to serve the sick and homebound
of our congregation and community. WATCH FOR MORE ON THIS NEW ADVENTURE!

If you are interested in joining us, keep your eye pealed for our “regular” meeting date.
Or better yet, talk with one of our group – Amanda Ridberg, Argerie Martin, Lynn
Townsend, Sandy Schmoll, or me (Connie Squibb).  We are always looking for more
interesting projects and groups to share our love.

It’s time to think about making a commitment to walk
to help feed the hungry here in Chatham County and
around the world. The theme of the 4th Annual
Skidaway Island Crop Hunger Walk is “Invite and walk
with a Friend.” If everyone who makes a commitment
to walk invites one other person, we can double the

number of participants.  How exciting that would be!  This year’s walk will be on Sunday,
March 18.  Be on the lookout for the sign up sheet on the kiosk in the narthex.

Volunteers are needed to join the committee that organizes this worthwhile and fun
project.  Positions available are co-chair, route and safety, advertising, treasurer, and food.
Please consider lending your time and talent to fill these positions and contact Lynn
McLauchlan (LynnMcL5@gmail.com or 410-353-9795) to serve on the committee or for
more info.

Contributed by Lynn McLauchlan

mailto:LynnMcL5@gmail.com
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News from the Parish Life Ministry
Jill Poole, Chairman

If you were born in January we want to celebrate you.  Please join us in the
Fellowship Hall after services on January 14 for Birthday Sunday.  Enjoy a slice
of Birthday Cake and a Happy Birthday Serenade from your fellow church
members.

Later this month, the newly formed Health Ministry
will be commissioned to serve amongst you as a new
ministry under Parish Life.  The members of this
ministry include retired physicians as well as retired
and practicing nurses, and others from our
congregation who have been a part of the health care
community throughout their lifetime.

We ask you to pray for this group, that each person
will bring forth with a willingness to see health in our
congregation as a priority.  Each person was selected
because of unique talents s/he possesses.

In February, traditionally know as Heart Month, we will hold our first event.  We are asking
for greeters, ushers, and staff members to strongly consider participating in CPR training
which includes use of the AED.  Please watch for more information on this valuable course
that will be taught by our own, Christine Lind.  This will help us with coordination and
reactivity if a cardiac event were to ever occur at our church, while also preparing you to
serve your community, should the need arise.

Contributed by Connie Squibb

This ongoing group of crafty gabbers will get together on Saturday,
January 13, from 9:30 – 1:00.  They do some crafting, but mostly they
enjoy each other’s company.  Everyone is welcome!  Bring a “project” and
come join in the “gabbing.” For more information, talk to Argerie Martin,
Connie Squibb, or Joy Olson.

The Christmas Banquet Potluck was attended by over 65 members
who celebrated the season with Good Food, Music and a surprise
visit from Santa. The group was entertained by live music from the
Brass Quartet (Tom Olson’s group), songs performed by the
Children's Choir, and a group Christmas Carol sing along.  Thank
you to Cheryl Liebgott for the lovely table decorations and for the

set up and clean up for the event. And a big thank you to all the members who
provided the wonderful food.  We had a large variety and plenty for all. 

On December 2, while parents had the “Morning Out,” seven children enjoyed a
morning at the church playing games, baking cookies, making crafts, eating pizza and
playing freeze tag.  Thank you to Megan Gladden and Elizabeth Poole for entertaining
the children.  We plan to have another Parents’ Morning Out in 2018. ~Jill Poole
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Plan now to attend the Ladies’ Epiphany Tea on
Saturday, January 6, 2018, starting at 10:00 a.m. in
the Fellowship Hall.  The event is entitled “What’s new
for ME at MLC?” and will be hosted by the ladies of Craft
‘n Gab.  Please signup on the sheet posted on the kiosk
in the narthex.  If you would like to bring a coffee/tea
item to share, please note that on the sign-up sheet. 

We will be highlighting some of the exciting “new”
ministries at Messiah.  And, as is also a tradition at this
event, we will reveal who your Secret Pal was in 2017
and have signup for new Secret Pals for 2018.

You DO NOT have to participate in Secret Pals to attend!  If you can’t attend, but would
like a Secret Pal, please let Argerie Martin or Connie Squibb know and they will include
you.

If you have attended this event in the past, we welcome you back.  If you have never
attended, please come!  We want to make this our biggest event ever!

Our next book club will meet on Monday, January 15, 2018,to
discuss Bonhoeffer: Pastor, Prophet, Martyr, Spy by Eric Metaxas.
The group will meet at 3:30 p.m. at the home of Rachel Maloney,
13 Highgate Lane, The Landings (Tel: 678-697-3444).  Off-island
attendees may contact Rachel for a gate pass.  Please sign up on
the sheet posted on the kiosk in the Narthex.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a young pastor during the time that Hitler and the Nazis seduced
a nation and attempted to exterminate the Jews of Europe.  Bonhoeffer became one of the
first to speak out against Hitler.  As a double agent, he joined the plot to assassinate
Hitler, and he was hanged in Flossenburg concentration camp at age 39.  Since his death,
Bonhoeffer has grown to be one of the most fascinating, complex figures of the 20th
century.

In the first major biography of Bonhoeffer in forty years, New York
Times best-selling author Eric Metaxas takes both strands of
Bonhoeffer’s life – the theologian and the spy – and draws them
together to tell a searing story of incredible moral courage in the face
of monstrous evil. In a deeply moving narrative, Metaxas uses
previously unavailable documents, including personal letters, detailed
journal entries, and firsthand personal accounts, to reveal dimensions
of Bonhoeffer’s life and theology never before seen.

In 2011, Metaxas was the 17th recipient of the Canterbury Medal
awarded by the Becket Fund for Religious Freedom. Previous medalists
include Mitt Romney, Chuck Colson, and Elie Wiesel.  He has testified
before Congress about the rise of anti-Semitism in the U.S. and abroad.
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News from the Stewardship Ministry
George Lawrence, Chairman

For calendar year 2018, 55 family units have
pledged a total of $364,170.

REMINDER:  Pledge Cards are due!  If you have not completed a pledge
card for 2018, the Stewardship Ministry asks that you please do so at your
earliest convenience.  Blank pledge cards and envelopes are available in the
office.  Completed pledge cards may be placed in the offering plate or dropped
off in the office.  

News from the Worship & Music Ministry
Tom Olson, Chairman

Liturgical Colors during Epiphany
“Epiphany” – from the Greek for “manifestation” or “appearance”

On the day of Epiphany (Saturday, January 6, 2018), the church
celebrates the revelation of Christ to all nations as represented by
the magi who come to worship Jesus. The church calendar
recognizes the season of Epiphany from January 6 until the last
Sunday before Ash Wednesday which is celebrated as the
Transfiguration of our Lord. The length of the season of Epiphany varies and is determined
by working backwards through the season of Lent from the moveable date for the
celebration of Easter. 

Principal Themes
^ The revelation of Christ to all nations
^ Jesus’ baptism in the River Jordan
^ Christ as the light of the world 
^ The public ministry of Jesus Christ, including Jesus’ first miracle of turning

water into wine at the wedding at Canaan
^ Growth in a Christian’s baptized identity

Color of the Season
^ White, a color associated with the festivals of Christ and suggesting gladness, joy and

light for the day of Epiphany, the first week after the Epiphany when the Baptism of our
Lord is celebrated, and the last week of the season of Epiphany when the Transfiguration
of our Lord is celebrated.

^ Green, the color used for times when festival or penitential colors are not
appropriate. Green is reminiscent of living plants and suggests spiritual growth. Green is
used in the season of Epiphany beginning with the second week after the Epiphany until
the week before the Transfiguration of our Lord is celebrated.

Source: www.ELCA.org

http://www.ELCA.org
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Highlights from Church Council’s Meeting on December 12, 2017

Please note the following highlights have been taken from the draft minutes
that will be presented for approval at Council’s January 2018 meeting.

• Pastor’s Report.  Pastor Talsness reported the following:
< New Logo.  After extensive conversation with different parties in the church, the new

logo has been narrowed to two final options.  A handout was distributed showing two
options.  Pastor recommends the one with the blue cross with white lines.

< Stephen Ministry.  Our Stephen Ministry is done in conjunction with Skidaway Island
Presbyterian Church.  The head rector of St. Peter’s Episcopal Church has asked that
they be included in this ministry.  This is a very good thing for our program, as we
benefit from added leadership as well as new opportunities for offering care.

< Visitation.  Since last month: 2 hospital, 1 home, 1 evangelism, and 1 outing.
• Parish Life Ministry Report.  Jill Poole reported the following:

< Parents’ Morning Out.  Seven children attended the Parents’ Morning Out event.  In
the future we will let the parents know the children are welcome to bring a friend.

< Christmas Party.  Sixty-five members signed up for the party and it was very nice.
< Condition of Fellowship Hall.  Jill advised that after coffee hour the Fellowship Hall

is left rather messy.  A discussion took place on how best to handle this issue, but
will be covered at a later time.

• Stewardship Ministry Report.  George Lawrence reported the following:
< Pledges.  As of this date we have 53 pledges totaling $366,000.  Last year we had

59 pledges totaling $389,234.  He commented that some individuals pledge late and
we could possibly receive 5 or 6 more.  Parker Pearson commented that 85% of
money we receive is normally through pledging.

< Lutheranch.  He has not heard anything further from Lutheranch about their
upcoming presentation.  He will contact them after the first of the year.

• Worship and Music Ministry.  Tim Andrews reported the following for Tom Olson:
• Installation of the previously approved purchase of additional shelving and storage

for the Sacristy is underway.
• Upgrades and additions to our present audio system, purchased from Rody’s Audio

Warehouse, are underway.
• New Business.

< New Cell Phone.  A MOTION was approved authorizing the purchase of a new phone
for Pastor Talsness.

< Hearing Impaired Equipment.  Our equipment will be tested for effectiveness.  If it
proves to be positive, we will later determine if additional sets are needed.

< The Arts at Messiah.  Richard Myers, as director for The Arts at Messiah, has been
doing this job at no charge.  An anonymous benefactor has offered to pay Richard
$500 per month for a period of one year for his work as director.  A MOTION was
approved endorsing this agreement, which also shall include a written job
description.

< Forsyth Food Truck.  A MOTION was approved authorizing the Forsyth Food Truck to
park in Messiah’s lot one morning a week starting in January 2018, running on a
month to month basis with 30 days’ notice to either party to vacate with the
understanding that Forsyth Food Truck will follow the dictates of their written Mission
and Goals statement submitted to Messiah. 
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CHURCH COUNCIL

Tim Andrews, Property Ministry Chair, timandrews1114@comcast.net
Lynnetta Hartson, Staff Support/Mutual Ministry Chair, lhartson@comcast.net
Linda Jacla, Evangelism Ministry Chair, ljacla@gmail.com
George Lawrence, Stewardship Ministry Chair, mppggl13@gmail.com
Tom Olson, Worship & Music Ministry Chair, Tolson@kernengineering.com
Jill Poole, Parish Life Ministry Chair, jilldpoole@aol.com
Connie Squibb, Outreach Ministry Chair, c.squibb01@yahoo.com
Greg Stinson, Finance Ministry Chair, gtstinson@comcast.net
Barbara Tinker, Christian Education Ministry Chair, tinker.barbara@gmail.com
Jason Talsness, Pastor, skidawaypastorj@gmail.com; Cell phone: (770) 570-7407

CHURCH OFFICERS (Jan. 1 – Dec. 31, 2017)
Tom Olson, President
Tim Andrews, Vice President
Lynnetta Hartson, Recording Secretary
Parker Pearson, Treasurer

CHURCH STAFF

Jason Talsness, Pastor
Mary Maner, Choral Director
Diane Boyd, Church Organist
Cynthia Sharpley, Church Secretary (Hrs: Mon–Fri, 2-5 p.m.)
Barbara Roush, Church Bookkeeper (Hrs: Tues mornings)

Help Keep Our Records Current
Have you changed your e-mail address?  Moved?  Have a new mailing address?  New home
or cell telephone number?  New work telephone number?  Please share updates with the
church office by calling 598-1188 or e-mailing MessiahSk@gmail.com.
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