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The Abundant Life that is Easter

I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.
    John 10:10

As we anticipate the celebration that is Easter, we look to the empty
tomb. Women in mourning gathered at the tomb that first Easter with
their minds on the death of their beloved friend and teacher. It was
a tragedy, a conspiracy that resulted in the execution of a holy man
who spoke of love and forgiveness, and asserted his identity as the
son of God.

A fallen world could not tolerate pure goodness that was Jesus. The
love of God incarnate was rejected and killed by humanity. Human

sin put Jesus on the cross and violently snuffed his life out.  Death rules too much over our
lives.  Death likes to pretend there is nothing that can be said after it. We have been
forced to accommodate death, surrendering to it or denying it altogether. Death takes
away that which we treasure, life itself.

But Christ Jesus came with a message that challenges death. He tells his followers that he
came so that we can have abundant life. Christ offers himself as the source of that life,
saying “I am the resurrection and the life.”  John 11.  After his death, he rises from the
dead, demonstrating his power over death and showing the lengths to which he is willing
to go to convey what life with him looks like. Christians follow Jesus and he blesses them
with his gift of life. That is the message of Easter.
  

Our Lord has written the promise of resurrection, not in books
alone, but in every leaf in springtime.                  Martin Luther

Luther connects Easter to the changing of the season. Spring is about new life and hope.
In the northern hemisphere Christians see evidence of the resurrection blooming around
them. As we celebrate Easter on April 16, may the love and life that Christ offers permeate
your life. Our goal as a community is to share that resurrection-life with others, offering
it to a world in need of hope. 

In the Promise of the Resurrection,
Pastor Jason Talsness

MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH OF SKIDAWAY ISLAND
1 WEST RIDGE ROAD, SAVANNAH, GA   31411

The Rev. Jason W. Talsness        Cell: (770) 570-7407              E-mail: skidawaypastorj@gmail.com
Office Telephone: (912) 598-1188       Office FAX: (912) 598-1339
E-MAIL: messiahsk@gmail.com            WEB: www.messiahsi.org

Mission Statement

We, a community of Christ’s disciples empowered by the Holy Spirit,
commit to grow in faith, obey God’s Word, and encourage others to
share the joy of discipleship.  We strive to do this by praying, inviting,
giving, serving, studying, encouraging, and worshiping. April 2017

mailto:skidawaypastorj@gmail.com
mailto:messiahsk@gmail.com
http://www.messiahsk.com
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† Prayers of support for Cathie Barefoot, her family, and the friends of
Kirk Barefoot, who died on March 22, 2017.
† Prayers of support for the family and friends of Messiah member Dave
Cooper, who died on March 1, 2017.
† Prayers of support for Kathy and Rob Fritz, and the family and friends
of Kathy’s father, Charles (Chuck) Wood, of Fort Myers, FL, who died on
February 17, 2017.
† Prayers of support for Katherine and John Marshall, and the family and
friends of Katherine’s father, Charles W. Boehringer, 90, of Adamstown, PA,
who died on January 20, 2017.
† Prayers of support for Argerie Martin, her family, and the friends of Bill
Martin, who died on December 9, 2016.
† Prayers of healing for our members, friends, and relatives undergoing
special care and treatment: Swede Anderson, Carr Baldwin, Alinda
Borsani (Babette’s sister), Cole and Elliot (twin sons born prematurely in
September to Meaghan Andrews (Tim Andrews’ daughter) and her husband
Rob Springer), Jeff Cunningham (Jan & Jim Hazel’s son-in-law) Anne Dobra
(Pattye & Clarke Field’s sister-in-law), Levi Ingvalson (Lana & Eric Gilster’s
four year old grandnephew), Christine Kumagai, Bridget (Shirley & Phil
Nack’s granddaughter), Cindy Lockwood (Anne Jeanblanc’s sister-in-law),
Judy Nord, Claire Schaet (Don Schaet’s daughter), Linda Shadel (Lynn
McLauchlan’s sister-in-law), Bob Sears, Jan Stinson (Greg Stinson’s cousin),
and Marguerite Weisemann.

Ministry Members: Save these Dates for Meetings next Month (May)
Sunday, May 14 at 4:00 p.m. Worship & Music Ministry
Tuesday, May 23 at 10:30 a.m. Staff Support/Mutual Ministry
Saturday, May 27 at 9:30 a.m. Caring Card Ministry

April Announcements

Copies of the April issue of THE LUTHERAN, the official news magazine of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America, as well as DAILY DEVOTIONAL BOOKLETS for the 2nd quarter
of 2017, are available on the table in the entrance foyer of the sanctuary.  Also, a limited
number of LARGE PRINT devotionals are available.

CERTAIN SCHEDULED MEETINGS & EVENTS IN APRIL
< Birthday Sunday is April 9.  If your birthday is this month, be sure to come to church

on the 9th so that we can celebrate your birth!
< Confirmation Classes will be held at 2:00 p.m. each Sunday in April except 16 & 23.
< Women’s Monday Morning Bible Study will meet on all Mondays in April.
< Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study will meet each Wednesday in April at 8:00 a.m. in the

card room at the Marshwood Club in The Landings.
< Worship & Music Ministry will meet at 4:00 p.m. on Sunday, April 9.
< Evangelism Ministry will meet at 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, April 11.
< Church Council will meet at 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, April 18.
< Staff Support/Mutual Ministry will meet at 10:30 a.m. on Tuesday, April 25.
< Evangelism’s Caring Card Ministry will meet at 9:30 a.m. on Saturday, April 29.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER OUR SISTERS AND BROTHERS
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In Memoriam
J. Kirk Barefoot

February 23, 1927 ~ M arch 22, 2017

Our dear brother in Christ, J. Kirk Barefoot, passed away peacefully
on Wednesday, March 22, 2017, at home surrounded by immediate
family. He lived a long and extraordinary life.  Born in Braddock, PA
to Dr. Neal D. Barefoot and Dr. Beula Urey Barefoot, he was a
graduate of Washington State University (WSU).

Kirk initially enlisted at age 17 in the Army Air Force Cadets, while waiting to be called
up at the age of 18. The year 1945 found young Kirk in the Philippines where he
ultimately became a member of an elite intelligence team under the leadership of the
famed Col. Wendel Fertig. Their mission was to determine whether local villagers were
sympathetic to the USA or still harboring enemy forces. Kirk was a 2nd Lieutenant when
he left the military, but remained active as an army reservist. He was promoted to 1st
Lieutenant as his professional reputation grew and he spoke across the country on the
use of the polygraph and other investigative techniques. This early undercover work in
the Philippines led to Kirk’s desire to study police science/criminology at WSU, where
he graduated in 1951.

Kirk’s professional career blossomed at McKesson Corporation where he was the Director
of Security. His use and knowledge of undercover investigation led to his career as an
author. His first book (of four) Undercover Investigation is currently in its third edition
(1995) and remains a classic in college classrooms across the country. Perhaps his
greatest professional achievement was that as an early adaptor/expert witness on the
use of the polygraph.  In the 1960s Kirk was a founding member and the first president
of the American Polygraph Association.  He was a life member of the American Society
of Industrial Security and served on its board of directors. He was awarded the CPP
(Certified Protection Professional).  Kirk retired from Cluett, Peabody and Co. (NY, NY)
after serving as Director of worldwide security operations.  Kirk and his wife, Catherine
(Cathie) Brown Barefoot, moved from Riverside, CT to Skidaway Island, GA, where they
made many new friends and enjoyed living.  They joined Messiah Lutheran Church in
January 1996.

Kirk is survived by Cathie, his wife of 67 years, his children Kirk II (Anna), Janice
(Nick), Scott (Kathy); his first granddaughter Rebecca (Alan), six additional
grandchildren: Ellen, Max, Colin, Emma and Claire; and three great grandchildren:
James, Grace and Elliot.  He was predeceased by their son Jeffrey David.

A Memorial Service was held at Messiah Lutheran Church on Saturday, March 25.
Donations in Kirk’s memory can be made to Messiah Lutheran or to the Salvation Army.

May God grant Cathie and the family and friends blessed memories of Kirk
and resurrection peace through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
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In Memoriam

Our brother in Christ, David Clayton Cooper, died on Wednesday, March 1, 2017 at
home on Hilton Head Island, SC after a two month struggle against an aggressive
brain cancer.  Dave was born on April 29, 1943 in West Los Angeles, CA to Virginia
Cobb Cooper and Clayton Cooper.

Dave graduated from Lawrence University in Wisconsin and went on to earn a Ph.D.
at the University of Texas at Austin, Institute of Marine Biology.  David began his
career at the State University of New York in Binghampton as an associate professor
of biology.  He went on to work for the Battelle Memorial Institute in Columbus, OH
and Duxbury, MA.  After serving as managing director at Battelle for a number of
years, he was then Vice President of Briggs & Associates specializing in environmental
engineering.  Before retiring in 1998, Dave managed the Strategic Envirotechnology
Partnership program at the University of Massachusetts.

Dave is survived by his daughter Karen Cox and husband Jon and their children,
Jonathan and Colby of Carlisle, PA.  He also is survived by a brother, Steve Cooper and
his wife Cathy Brown of Newport Beach, CA. Dave leaves behind his loving partner,
Diane Bell and her family Brian, Jennifer, Brendan, Kaitlyn, Matthew, and Caroline of
Hilton Head Island, SC.

A Memorial Service was held at All Saints Episcopal Church of Hilton Head Island on
Saturday, March 11, 2017.

QUARTERLY MEETING

On Sunday, April 2, after the Worship Service, there will be a
Quarterly Meeting in the Fellowship Hall.  The meeting will include:

1. An update on the Capital Campaign.
2. Presentation of Strategic Plan and update on progress.

The Strategic Plan was drafted using input from the congregation survey and focus
group meetings.  The plan’s purpose is to guide the growth of Messiah’s ministry
during the next few years.  It is built around five key objectives for the members of
Messiah to:

1. Grow in faith and experience greater spirituality.
2. Support one another in Christian love.
3. Show Christ’s love to the world.
4. Become attractive to new persons and youth.
5. Improve the financial condition of the church.

The new mission statement proposed for Messiah is “In the name of Jesus,
welcome everyone, grow in faith, support one another, serve others.”  This
proposed new mission statement has some elements of the previous statement, but
has fewer words and is easier to remember.
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Reformation Anniversary Lectures

The Reformation began with the 95 theses that
Martin Luther first made public on October 31,
1517.  “Freed and Renewed in Christ” is the theme
used by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America’s (ELCA) churchwide organization in its
observance of the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation.  “500 Years of God’s Grace in Action”
is a graphic representation of the theme.

In “The Freedom of a Christian” (1520) Martin Luther famously wrote “A Christian is lord
of all, completely free of everything; a Christian is a servant, completely attentive to the
needs of all.” The ELCA’s theme expresses this message of the Christian faith’s freedom
and a renewed life of service to others in Jesus Christ.

In commemoration of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, Savannah Area Lutherans
are sponsoring the following two programs.

“Luther’s Theology of the Cross and the Church’s Ministries of Care”

Date: April 2, 2017
Time: 3:00 p.m.
Place: Lutheran Church of the Ascension, 120 Bull St, Savannah
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Ben Moravitz

The Rev. Dr. Ben Moravitz will draw from his dissertation, “A Theology of the
Cross for Pastoral Counseling,” that provides insights from Luther’s theology
of the cross to construct a perspective for pastoral counselors and others
engaged in caring ministries. He currently serves as Assistant to the Bishop of
the ELCA Southeastern Synod.

 
“Reformation 500: Geo-political world of the Reformation”

Date: May 7, 2017
Time: 3:00 p.m.
Place: Messiah Lutheran Church, 1 West Ridge Rd, Savannah
Speaker: Byron Boyd, Ph.D.

Dr. Byron Boyd will focus on the political world of Luther’s time, examining the
factors outside the church that led to the eruption of the Reformation.  The
government at that time was heavily tied to government and politics.  Dr.
Boyd has taught at Savannah Country Day since 1982 and Armstrong since
1984. 
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Our last Wednesday night Lenten Suppers is at 6:00 p.m. on April 5,
hosted by our ever faithful Men’s Group.

The Men’s Group, the Chancel Choir, and the Monday Morning Women’s
Bible Study group have been super supper hosts.  We are most
appreciative of their willingness to feed our bodies while Joy’s dramas
feed our souls!

Our Lenten Soup & Sandwich
Suppers are in 4-D: Dinner,
Drama, Discussion, and
Dessert.  This year, the dramas
are based on the life of Martin
Luther in honor of the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.

The dramas started with Luther’s early life,
then his trip to Rome, the 95 theses, the
Diet at Worms, and his marriage to Katarina
von Bora.  Hopefully, these dramas, toge-

ther with what you learn
through watching the Rick
Steves’ DVD, will help you be
more knowledgeable about your
Lutheran roots!

We’ve had great attendance on
Wednesday nights and I hope

you’ll be able to come to last drama.
Something unexpected always seems to
happen during these Lenten dramas that
draws us closer as a family.

Soon, Messiah Lutheran Church will be decorating in anticipation of
the celebration of Christ’s resurrection.  For this very special season,
we invite you to give an Easter Lily or Caladium in memory or in
honor of a loved one.  The dedications will be listed in the Easter
bulletin.  The cost is $12.00 per plant.  Please complete an Order
Envelope (located in the Narthex) and return it to the church office,
or place in the offering plate, with your payment by Friday, April 7.

So, we needed a filler . . . .

They’re Back! Those Wonderful Church Bulletins!

Thank God for church ladies with typewriters.  These sentences actually appeared in church
bulletins or were announced in church services.  This was before computers with spell
checkers, or maybe even with computers, but clicking on the spell checker is too hard.

• The Fasting & Prayer Conference includes meals.
• Ladies, don’t forget the rummage sale.  It’s a chance to get rid of those things not

worth keeping around the house.  Bring your husbands.
• The peacemaking meeting scheduled for today has been canceled due to a

conflict.

in 4-D
Contributed by Joy Olson

& Caladiums
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after church on
Sunday, April 16

10:15 a.m.
Sunday, April 16

Holy Week and Easter at Messiah

Palm+Passion Sunday, April 9
9:00 a.m. - Worship Service

We observe this day of contrasts  on
the last Sunday in March as we
gather and process joyously with
palms into the Sanctuary, recalling
Jesus’ triumphal entry into
Jerusalem. Once in the Sanctuary for
worship, we will hear the Passion
narrative and conclude with Holy
Communion. 

Maundy Thursday, April 13
7:00 p.m. - Worship Service

At the heart of the Maundy Thursday
worship is Jesus’ command to love
one another.  As Jesus washed his
disciples’ feet, we are called to follow
his example as we humbly care for
one another, especially the poor and
unloved.  At the Lord’s Table we
remember Jesus’ sacrifice and are
called to offer ourselves for the life
of the world.  The service concludes
with the stripping of the altar as we
prepare for Good Friday.

Good Friday, April 14
7:00 p.m. - Worship Service

This service is one of the most
moving services of every year and
engages us in the Seven Last Words
of Christ from the Cross.  The
ancient title for this day – the
triumph of the cross –  reminds us
that the church gathers not to mourn
this day, but to celebrate Christ’s
life-giving passion.

Easter
The Resurrection of Our Lord

Sunday, April 16

9:00 a.m. - The Resurrection of
our Lord

Amid the beauty of spring flowers,
we will celebrate the Resurrection of
Our Lord and our new life in Him
through the proclamation of the
Word and Holy Communion.  Christ
is risen.  He is risen indeed.

Candy Donations Requested!

Please bring a bag or two of individually wrapped candies to fill the
Easter Eggs to the last Lenten Supper on April 5 or on Palm Sunday,
April 9.  Also, we need several volunteers to help fill eggs in the
Fellowship Hall on Saturday, April 15, from 10:00-11:00 a.m.  If you
have any questions or can help fill the eggs, please contact Alexandra
Talsness (motherprayers@bellsouth.net).

Experience the fellowship of God’s people as we gather around the
table.  Please sign up on the kiosk to come and, if able, bring a food
item for brunch (Breakfast casseroles, fruit, muffins, biscuits, sweet
rolls, Danish, potatoes, sausage, etc.) that will serve 12-14 people.
Based on prior brunches, one breakfast casserole will serve 8 people.

A special invitation to families with children in their midst:
Please come as our guests with absolutely no need to provide a dish.
We always have so much food, we would like to treat you to brunch!

mailto:motherprayers@bellsouth.net
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Diane Boyd,
Director

NOTES FROM

THE CHORAL DIRECTOR
Mary Maner

April’s Rehearsal Schedule

Men’s Chorus
Wednesday, April 5 at 5:40 p.m.

Chancel Choir
Each Wednesday at 7:00 p.m.

Women’s Choir and Youth Choir
Each Sunday after worship at 10:05 a.m.

Come, join a choir, share your talents, and
enjoy the joy of Christian fellowship.

April’s Rehearsal Schedule
Brass Plus will meet at 8:00 a.m.
on Saturday, April 1; 9:00 a.m.
on the remaining Saturdays.
Brass Plus will rehearse with
the Chancel Choir at 7:00 p.m.
on April 5 & 12.

Children’s Choir will
practice every Sunday
in April except Easter,
during the Sunday
School time.  We will
meet in the library.
See you then!

Joy Olson  

April’s Rehearsal Schedule

April 5 at 5:00 p.m.
April 8 at 10:00 a.m.
April 12 & April 15: no rehearsal
April 19 & 26 at 5:45 p.m.
April 22 & 29 at 10:00 a.m.
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News from the Christian Education Ministry
Barbara Tinker, Chairman

The Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study will meet each Wednesday in April
at 8:00 a.m. in the card room at the Marshwood Club in The Landings.

NOTE: Please let Pastor Jason know if you plan to attend so that
accurate reservations may be made.  You don’t need to be a member of
The Landings Club to attend and have breakfast.  Also, off-island men
may contact Pastor Jason for a gate pass.

Five Things God Uses to Grow Your Faith

You are invited to join us on April 23 as we begin a new Andy Standley
six week study series in which he builds a biblical case for how God
grows our faith.  God wants to take us to a new level of big faith –
extraordinary trust and confidence in Him.  We are viewing short, 15
minute DVD segments with thought-provoking messages.  Then we
delve into the questions in the study guide.  Please enjoy 20 minutes
of fellowship and then join us Sundays at 10:20 in the conference
room.  This series is sure to build your faith and awareness of how
God is working in your life. 

Y o u th  S un d a y
S c h o o l  ( 6 t h
grade–high school),
led by Steve Derr,

will meet in the back hall classroom
each Sunday in April.  They are using
the Lutheran Traditions curriculum
from Augsburg Fortress.

Confirmation Class, led
by  Pastor Talsness, will
be held at 2:00 p.m. on
April 2, 9, and 30.

No confirmation on
April 16 and 23.

For 4-9 year olds!

We’re excited to announce that in August
we will offer a Children’s Sunday School for
4-9 year olds!  We are looking for a member
to step forward to teach our wonderful
children in this age group.  If that person is
you, Barb Tinker would like to hear from
you!  You can reach her at
tinker.barbara@gmail.com or (770)
365-5716.

& Bible Study

Contributed by
Barb Tinker

mailto:tinker.barbara@gmail.com


MLC Newsletter ~ April 2017 ~ Page 10

Rick Steves along the
Rhine River in Germany

COME!  Learn more about your Lutheran roots:
Rick Steves’ “Luther and the Reformation”

On April 9 during Adult Sunday School, we will view the second
half of a documentary commemorating the 500th anniversary of
the Protestant Reformation.  Rave reviews of the first half, which
you don’t have to have seen to enjoy the second half.  The film
covers the rich historic, economic and social context of the
Reformation.  Rick visits key sites relating to the Reformation
(including Erfurt, Wittenberg, and Rome) and explores the
complicated political world of 16th-century Europe — from
indulgences to iconoclasts, and from the printing press to the
Counter-Reformation. It’s a riveting story of POWER,
REBELLION, and FAITH that you’ll never forget, all laid out in
a documentary produced by Rick Steves, a Lutheran himself (see
following article), who has generously given all members of the
ELCA access to “Luther and the Reformation.”  Please join us at
10:20 a.m. in the conference room as we grow together in faith.

“I’m a Lutheran” is a monthly profile in Living Lutheran that features ELCA members
around the world. The profiles showcase ELCA members in all their diversity, connecting
one another through individual faith stories as Lutherans.  The following excerpt is from
a profile of Rick Steves dates from June 2, 2016.

I’m a Lutheran: Rick Steves

Congregation: Trinity Lutheran Church,
Lynnwood, WA

Occupation: Travel writer and TV host

I found my faith in my upbringing and in my need to
not be alone.

I pray few requests and lots of thanks. Life is so good, especially when we get out and explore.

I think travel can help people celebrate diversity, not be fearful, gain empathy for the rest
of humanity, and appreciate the blessings of home and family when your trip is finally over.

I struggle with balance, thinking my work is more important than other dimensions of
my being.

To stay centered amid my busy schedule, I start and end my day with a prayer and say
to myself “life is good” a lot, which means to me, “praise God.”

I’m a Lutheran because it fits my personality – pack light; keep it simple; embrace life;
celebrate diversity; jettison needless rules; stand up to authority when the truth needs a
hand; and dance through the blessing of life on Earth like a child in God’s eyes.
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The Monday morning Women’s Bible Study is using the
Kerygma study “Galatians and James: Faith and Works.”  This
is an eleven-week session in which Paul writes to Christians
being pressured to maintain tokens of the church’s Jewish
heritage, dietary laws, and rituals among them.  Paul proclaims
loud and clear that we are saved by grace alone and not by
adherence to the Mosaic Law.  Although James agrees with Paul
that salvation is found solely through Christ, he writes with the

absolute conviction that care of and concern for one’s neighbor fulfills the Law.  People thought
that Paul’s words about grace meant that they could neglect their obligation to aid their
suffering brothers and sisters.  “They will know we are Christians by our love.”

Come and join us in the Conference Room on Mondays at 9:30 a.m.  You will learn much
and enjoy the study.  For more information, please talk to Argerie Martin (598-8211;
martinw720@aol.com).

News from the Outreach Ministry
Sandy Schmoll, Chairman

CGCA Teacher Appreciation Event - Save the Date!

The members of Messiah have long held the students
and families at Coastal Georgia Comprehensive
Academy (CGCA) close to their hearts.  With our own
Steve Derr as principal, CGCA is a special education
school whose focus is to educate students with
emotional and behavioral disorders.  The families of
these students often struggle financially, and Messiah
helps these families throughout the year through
various appeals from the Outreach Ministry.

As the 2017 school year draws to a close, we would
like to show our appreciation for the teachers and

staff at CGCA.  These individuals routinely face complex and difficult situations as they
educate this challenged group of young people.

Messiah will host an appreciation Continental breakfast for about 75 staff on Wednesday,
May 24, at CGCA.  We hosted this event last year, and it was very warmly received and
appreciated by the staff.  We would love for you to be a part of this celebration!  Stay
tuned for details and sign-up information in upcoming Messiah Minutes!

Flea Market Fundraiser a Success!

A big thank you to the Messiah women who sold doughnuts and coffee and to
the men who sold hot dogs and drinks at the annual Landlovers Flea Market
held on Messiah grounds on March 11.  A total of $632 was raised and
donated to ELCA World Hunger.

mailto:martinw720@aol.com
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The 3rd Skidaway Island Crop Hunger Walk will be on
Sunday, April 30 at 12:30 p.m. Crop Hunger Walks
have two main purposes.  One is to create awareness
and the other is to raise money to help those who are
hungry.  We show love for others through our actions.
Show your love by supporting the crop walk this year.

We’ve laid out a new route this year to give us
greater visibility in the community.  The goal for the number of walkers from our
congregation is 55.  If you are unable to walk, you can ride the route in your golf cart.  The
youth groups from St. Peter’s Episcopal Church and the United Methodist Church will join
us for the walk.

You can sign up to walk and/or make a donation online by googling Crop Hunger Walk.
Click on Skidaway Island on the US map.

1.  Choose an individual, team or general donation
2.  Choose an amount to donate
3.  Choose a form of payment

If you prefer to make a donation by cash or check, we will be registering people to walk
and/or donate on Sunday, April 9 and 16 after church in the Fellowship Hall.  Following the
walk we will have a fellowship lunch of pulled pork sandwiches, chips, fruit, granola bars,
ice tea and lemonade.  Get some exercise and join in our effort to increase awareness of
hunger and raise money to fund our goal off $5,000.

News from the Worship & Music Ministry
Tom Olson, Chairman

The Worship and Music Ministry, working with the Messiah Strategic
Plan, has accepted the ACTION Items for us to look into and determine
ways to grow and strengthen our worship for congregational members,
guests, visitors, young and old families, and new residents to Skidaway
Island and adjacent communities.  Our goal is ensure that throughout
the year the congregation will enjoy the worship services of our church.
And so far, we have been encouraged by the very complimentary

responses to various worship services.  Hopefully, visitors who attend Messiah worship on
Sundays will be comfortable with the service, just as they also are comfortable with our
“welcoming them to participate in our worship service.”  The Strategic Plan provides great
potential for growth.

The Worship and Music Ministry looks forward to the positive comments of the worship
service, and we are open to suggestions for additions to or changes to our worship service.

Always remember...Where two or three are gathered...

God bless Messiah Congregation.

Contributed by Lynn McLauchlan
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News from the Parish Life Ministry
Jill Poole, Chairman

Tuesday, May 9: All men of Messiah are invited to a beer
tasting and food samples on Parker
Pearson’s Porch.  More details will be
provided later.

Friday, October 13: Octoberfest 2017
How about that!  It won’t be in
September this year!

Fellowship Dinners 2017

If there is anyone who signed up and did not receive a
copy of the guidelines and group assignments, please
contact Norrita at (912) 598-7918 or Lana at (912)
999-6389.

The purpose of the Teddy Bear Ministry is to
share God’s Love, Care and Comfort by giving a
bear to someone who may find it comforting. The
Bears in our Sanctuary continue to go out on
their missions at a rate of a few per month. The
Teddy Bear Ministry would like to thank the
congregation for its continued support.

Don’t forget to sign up to provide treats for the Sunday Morning Fellowship
Time. If you’ve never done it, please consider doing so. The sign-up sheet
is posted on the kiosk in the Narthex. 

The morning is much better when we have coffee together! 

SAVE THE DATES

Contributed by
Lana Gilster &
Norrita Thorne

Contributed by Christine Lind
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News
Contributed by

Tom Olson,
President

News from the Property Ministry
Tim Andrews, Chairman

Here and There Around the Church

Report on doings in March around the church:

1. The Narthex and Sanctuary were cleaned.
2. Sprinkler damage from flea market was repaired.

Looking ahead, the carpets in the church (other than the sanctuary) will be
cleaned on Monday, April 3 and Tuesday, April 4, so please avoid those areas
as best you can until they are dry.

The Messiah Lutheran Council members who lead the various Ministries
are providing such excellent services to our Church.  You will see that in
the various programs and activities that are presently underway and being
planned.  Do take time to read the articles they provide to the monthly
newsletters.  And feel free to reach out to them to thank them for their
and their ministry’s volunteer efforts.

The Messiah Council has looked forward to the Messiah Lutheran Quarterly
Town Meeting on April 2.  The progress of the Capital Campaign great and
we are happy to present that information to our committed congregation.
The initial start-up of the Strategic Plan this year also has provided great
possibilities for Messiah Lutheran growth.

As reminder, the last Sunday of April will be the Annual Crop Walk that is sponsored and
organized by Messiah Lutheran.  This is another great opportunity to reach out to others.

Thanks so much for the Council members and their commitments,

To God be the Glory (Thanks Pastor, I thought I would borrow your conclusion).

4/12 Lynn Townsend & Peter Quinn’s 2nd
4/26 FayMarie & Larry Holst’s 31st
4/28 Corinne & Jeff Samuels’ 33rd

4/02 Sandy Clarke

4/06 Rachel Samuels

4/08 Susan Whitaker

4/12 Geoff Wilson

4/13 Char Ramshaw

4/18 Jim Dawson

4/19 Megan Gladden

4/19 Jan Hazel

4/19 Victoria Poole

4/20 Allan Downen

4/20 Connie Ray

4/21 Bob Farr

4/25 Gail Maurer

4/26 Peter Quinn
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An Opportunity to Shred for Charity ~
The Flip Boggs Memorial Shredding Event

You have a chance to safely and securely spring clean
old documents on Saturday, April 29, from 9:00 a.m. -
noon.  This shredding event will be in the parking lot of
the Skidaway Island Presbyterian Church.  Please
remove any plastic prior to drop off.  All shredding is
done on site.

Last year’s proceeds raised over $12,000
for SAFE Shelter!

Donations by cash or check will be accepted to benefit
SAFE Shelter (for victims of domestic violence).

Parkinson’s Support Group
A Parkinson’s support group meets the 4th Wednesday of each
month at 3:00 p.m. at the Skidaway Island United Methodist
church.

Skidaway Island Chapter of Alcoholics
This group has meetings on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursday, and Saturdays at 7:30
a.m. at Skidaway Island Methodist Church.  Meetings on Wednesdays and Fridays are
at 7:30 a.m. at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church.

Stroke Support Group
This group of survivors meets to encourage each other on the 3rd Thursday of each
month from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m. at Messiah Lutheran.  Caregivers also are welcome.
For more information, please call Messiah member Shirley Nack (598-7047).

Savannah Essential Tremor Support Group
This group meets the 1st Thursday of each month (except during July and August)
from 3:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the Lewis Cancer & Research Pavilion at St.
Joseph/Candler on Paulsen Street. For more information, please contact Messiah
member Gerry Quirk (598-8174).

Bright Eye-deas Support Group
This group is for people experiencing low-vision.  The next meeting is on Wednesday,
April 12 from 10:00-11:30 a.m. at Skidaway Island United Methodist Church.  The
guest speaker will be Lisa Dixon from Pace Lighting in Savannah.  She will discuss
the qualities of light and lighting and how our perceptions of light change as we age.
She will  bring samples of LED lighting and demonstrate the difference in LEDs and
fluorescent and incandescent light sources.  Family and friends can come too!  For
more information, please contact Kay Higby (598-9634).
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The Arts  a t  M essiah
2017 marks the 16th year that Messiah Lutheran will offer the community a spring/summer series of superb concerts.
Concert goers can count on hearing a outstanding lineup of professional artists, many of them established and
recognized artists, while others are rising stars who have won top prizes in major musical competitions.  All concerts
will begin at 7:30 p.m.  The concerts are free, but contributions will be gratefully accepted to help defray costs.
Concerts are made possible solely through donations.  Please make plans to attend these exciting concerts – and
invite friends and neighbors!  Here is this season’s thrilling schedule of artists.  You won’t want to miss a one!

Friday, May 12
Matthew Griswold, Piano

Matthew Griswold won first prize in the Arthur Dann Piano Competition in 2011 and first place in the Arthur Fraser
Concerto Competition in 2007.  His many solo and joint-recitals have included Spoleto Music Festival (Italy), Piccolo
Spoleto Festival (USA), and Southeastern Piano Festival, Music Fest Perugia (Italy).
 

Friday, June 23
Jennifer Zetlan, Soprano

Jennifer Zetlan continues to garner recognition for her artistry and captivating stage presence: “The soloists included
the excellent soprano Jennifer Zetlan, who wielded her silvery voice to admirable effect. Her fluid ornamentation
and shining top notes were particularly striking in sections like “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion.” The New
York Times.  Ms. Zetlan has debuted on the stages of the Metropolitan Opera, New York City Opera, Seattle Opera,
Santa Fe Opera and Florida Grand Opera.  She has performed with the New York Philharmonic, St. Paul Chamber
Orchestra, the Indianapolis Symphony, The Juilliard Orchestra and has been heard at Carnegie Hall in recital and with
Oratorio Society of New York, Musica Sacra, and the New York Youth Symphony.

Friday, July 14
“Rising Star Concert”

Greg Zelek, Organ
Greg Zelek is increasingly recognized as one of the most exciting young organists in the American organ scene. He was
a prizewinner in the Albert Schweitzer Organ Festival; chosen by The Diapason magazine as one of the top “20 Under
30" organists in 2016; and currently is pursuing an Artist Diploma as a student of Paul Jacobs at the Juilliard School.

Friday, August 11
 Joseph Pramberger Memorial Concert 

 Reed Tetzlott, Piano
Reed Tetzloff has won prizes at several international competitions, including third prize and audience favorite award
at the 2014 Cincinnati World Piano Competition (USA); bronze medal and special prize for best recital in the
semi-final round at the 2013 Tbilisi International Piano Competition; and first prize in the concerto competition in
the 2011 Beijing International Festival and Academy (China).   In 2012 he made his Lincoln Center debut with the
Mannes Orchestra at Alice Tully Hall and his New York solo recital debut at Merkin Hall.

Please join us in presenting beautiful music at Messiah!

Your generous tax-deductible contribution supports the continuation of this wonderful series of summer concerts.
Over the years, we have developed a reputation for presenting concerts of varied types, featuring a range of
outstanding talent – from rising stars to winners of world class competitions.  This is made possible by a community
of supporters who have stood behind the series’ 16 years of stable growth and who continue to stand behind its
mission.  We invite you to support The Arts at Messiah.  Please make your check payable to “Messiah Lutheran
Church” and mark the memo line “The Arts at Messiah.”
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From our Photo Album .  .  .

Ash Wednesday, March 1
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Wednesday, March 8: The Early Years – the Storm that Changed the World
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Wednesday, March 15: Ordination and Roman Holiday
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Wednesday, March 22: Who is Nailing Stuff to the Church Door?
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Sunday, March 12

Pastor Jason with Birthday Honorees (left to right) Jim Hazel,
Verne Hartson, and Diane Munroe.

Sunday, March 19

On Sunday, March 19, 2017, Annika Liv Haug, infant daughter of Erin and Phil Haug
was baptized at Messiah Lutheran Church, surrounded by her extended family.
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Messiah Lutheran Church
Statement of Income and Expenses for January 1 – February 28, 2017

Steve Allen, Finance Ministry Chairman

Income
Offerings . . . . . . . . . . .
Interest/Building Use . .

Total Income . . . . . .

Expenses
Pastor/Staff . . . . . . . . .
Administration . . . . . . .
Mortgage . . . . . . . . . .
Property . . . . . . . . . . .
Ministries . . . . . . . . . .

Total Expenses . . . . .

Net Income (Loss) . .

Actual

$75,168
     256

$75,424

$32,584
2,494

18,962
9,944

   3,988

$67,972

$7,452

Budget

$67,384
    200

$67,584

$31,896
3,483

18,000
10,492

   2,450

$66,321

$1,263

Over (Under)

$7,784
     56

$7,840

$ 688 
(989)
 962 
(548)

  1,538 

$1,651 

$6,189 

   Memo: February
2016 YTD Actuals

$67,575
           201

$67,776

$29,712
2,396

17,000
16,643

      1,379

$67,130

$646

Comments:
• The offerings for January and February of this year have been generous, allowing the

Church to enjoy a sizeable net income so far this year. Thank you.
• The Fellowship Hall mortgage balance at the beginning of the year was $544,394.  In

addition to January’s payments to the Mission Investment Fund (MIF), the holder of our
mortgage, we have paid to MIF its regular February monthly mortgage payment,
$28,268 (which is 75% of the 2016 income balance), and $113,789 from Capital
Campaign receipts, leaving a Fellowship Hall mortgage balance at February’s month end
of $373,039.

• Capital Campaign.
< We have pledges to date of $695,076!  Thanks, again, for a very positive to the

Capital Campaign.
< $158,760 has been received through February.  Of these funds $5,423 was used for

campaign expenses, $25,000 has been set aside for future building capital repairs
and/or expenditures and $113,789 was sent to MIF.

  It’s never too late to pledge and never too early to pay your pledge.

www.Messiahsi.org
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Highlights from Church Council’s Meeting on March 21, 2017

Please note the following highlights have been taken from the draft
minutes that will be presented for approval at Council’s April 2017 meeting.

• Pastor’s Report.  Pastor Jason reported the following:
< Conference.  Time permitting, Pastor Jason will attend a free three-day conference

in honor of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation at Independent Presbyterian
Church on March 23, 24, and 25.

< Lutheranch.  Over the past ten years, the Southeastern Synod has been seeking to
establish a Lutheran camp for children and adults.  A site has been identified and
established in Tallapoosa, Georgia.  Congregations in the Southeastern Synod have
been asked to contribute toward this ministry.  Pastor requested 20 minutes at
Council’s May meeting for a representative of Novus Way outdoor ministry to share
the story of Lutheranch.

< Schedule.  Pastor Jason will be away from April 20-28.  Pastor Larry Holst has agreed
to preach in his absence.

< Visitations.  Home - 4, Hospital - 4, and Evangelism - 1.  He attended installation of
a new pastor at St. John’s Lutheran in Rincon, GA and the funeral of member Dave
Cooper at All Saints Episcopal in Hilton Head, SC.

• Evangelism Ministry Report.  Linda Jacla reported the following:
< Front door greeters will open door and greet worshipers as they enter church.
< Website is getting more “hits” recently.
< Lloyd Thompson has designed the Easter invitation that will be included in two issues

of TWATL.  He also is working on a handout for visitors and has suggested a media
tour be planned for Pastor Talsness.

< The creation of a church logo is being discussed with possible help from SCAD.
< Our weekly ad in TWATL is being updated.

• Outreach Ministry Report.  Sandy Schmoll reported that this ministry is helping with
the Crop Walk and planning an end of year teacher appreciation for Steve Derr’s school.

• Finance Ministry Report.  Steve Allen, Chair, and Parker Pearson, Treasurer.
< Reviewed the Balance Sheet and Analysis of Revenues and Expenses.
< Provided a detailed list of Permanent Restricted Columbarium and Temporary

Restricted General Designated and Memorials.
• Stewardship Ministry Report.  George Lawrence reported that Adam Hess of Thrivent

Financial will make a presentation at Council’s meeting in May to give details of how
giving commitments can be specified in the case of death of donor.

If you haven’t received a letter from Verne Hartson acknowledging receipt of
your commitment to the Building on Faith; Growing in Service Capital
Campaign, then YOU may just be the member he very much wants to find!
Someone turned in a commitment card, but did not sign it!  If you think that
may have been you, please call Verne at 598-8984.



Messiah Lutheran Church of Skidaway Island
1 West Ridge Road
Savannah, GA 31411

MESSI A H  LU T H E R A N  CH UR C H  -  A  ST EP H E N  MI N I S T R Y  CO N G R EG A TI O N

CHURCH COUNCIL

Tim Andrews, Property Ministry Chair, timandrews1114@comcast.net
Steve Allen, Finance Ministry Chair, Steven.H.Allen@gmail.com
Lynnetta Hartson, Staff Support/Mutual Ministry Chair, lhartson@comcast.net
Linda Jacla, Evangelism Ministry Chair, ljacla@gmail.com
George Lawrence, Stewardship Ministry Chair, mppggl13@gmail.com
Tom Olson, Worship & Music Ministry Chair, Tolson@kernengineering.com
Jill Poole, Parish Life Ministry Chair, jilldpoole@aol.com
Sandy Schmoll, Outreach Ministry Chair, savsandy@comcast.net
Barbara Tinker, Christian Education Ministry Chair, tinker.barbara@gmail.com
Jason Talsness, Pastor, skidawaypastorj@gmail.com; Cell phone: (770) 570-7407

CHURCH OFFICERS (Jan. 1 – Dec. 31, 2017)
Tom Olson, President
Tim Andrews, Vice President
Lynnetta Hartson, Recording Secretary
Parker Pearson, Treasurer

CHURCH STAFF

Jason Talsness, Pastor
Mary Maner, Choral Director
Diane Boyd, Church Organist
Cynthia Sharpley, Church Secretary (Hrs: Mon–Fri, 2-5 p.m.)
Barbara Roush, Church Bookkeeper (Hrs: Tues mornings)

Help Keep Our Records Current
Have you changed your e-mail address?  Moved?  Have a new mailing address?  New home
or cell telephone number?  New work telephone number?  Please share updates with the
church office by calling 598-1188 or e-mailing MessiahSk@gmail.com.
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