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The Logic of Lent

With the month of March comes the season of Lent. In order
to get a grasp of what Lent is about, it is best understood
in contrast to Easter. If Easter is a time of feasting and a
celebration of the resurrection, Lent is a time where
Christians ponder the reasons that led to the resurrection,
starting with Jesus’ death.

As we trace backward from Easter, we see that the
resurrection happened as a result of Jesus’ death. Jesus’

death by execution came about due to human self-centeredness. Human self-centeredness
came about due to broken relationships with God. Lent is a time where there is a
heightened awareness of the brokenness between God and ourselves. Rather than ignoring
the brokenness, we seek to restore our relationship with God through repentance.

Traditionally repentance is expressed in Lent through prayer, fasting (or “giving up”
something) and extra donations given to the poor (See Matthew 6). These three
expressions of Christian piety, done together, have a potent effect on the believer. By
consuming less while praying and giving away more, one becomes more aware of the
presence of God. One even becomes more aware of God’s blessings.

The traditions of Lent are time-tested, dating back to the first centuries of Christianity.
Those who were planning to be baptized on Easter Sunday were taught the faith through
instruction and the modeling of the Christian walk. Over time Lent became a time of
intentional spiritual growth for all Christians.
 
Each Sunday before the Gospel is read, during Lent the congregation will sing this verse:
    

Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow
to anger, and abounding in steadfast love. . . .     Joel 2:13
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This is a fitting framework for which to observe Lent, as we recognize that everyone to one
degree or another needs to return to God. Who is this God to whom we are returning? One
who is slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, a love we desperately need.

You are all invited to join in a congregation-wide reading of a daily devotional
entitled “free indeed,” which has a short reading and a prayer for every day
based on Martin Luther’s Small Catechism. Copies of the devotional are in the
narthex, or you may purchase an electronic version for your e-tablet or cell
phone for just $2.00.

Midweek Lenten Suppers will be followed by dramas portraying important moments in
Luther’s life as we follow him through his “returning to the Lord” that brought about the
Reformation as this year marks the 500th anniversary since Luther posted the 95 Theses
on the door of the church in Wittenburg, sparking a time of repentance for all the churches
in Europe.

For those who commit to the traditions of Lent, it is a rich time of thought, contemplation
and renewal. Christ is always welcoming us back, always fostering growth and new life. My
hope is that everyone makes time to engage this special time in the church, knowing the
promises of Easter are on the horizon. 

Grace and Peace,
Pastor Jason Talsness

Outreach at Work!

Handbags Needed

The Lutheran Association for Special Education in St. Louis, MO is
having a fundraiser and is asking for donations of unwanted, ready to
be discarded handbags. You can drop these off at the church and Diana
Wilson will see that they get to St. Louis.  The deadline for donations
is March 15.  For further information, please talk to Diana (598-7381).

Help Needed:  Sell Donuts & Coffee at the Flea Market to Benefit World Hunger

The Landlovers Flea Market that is held in Messiah’s parking lot is on
Saturday, March 11.  Messiah is going sell coffee and donuts to raise funds
for World Hunger.  If you are ready, willing and able to help with the sale,
please contact Peggy Pearson (home: 598-5238; cell: 443-995-1146; e-
mail at parkpear@aol.com) or sign up on the Kiosk.  There are two shifts:
Early shift: 7:30 - 9:30 am and Mid-morning shift: 9:30 - 12:00 ish.  (The
Men will be doing hot dogs and drinks too!)  Do bring a chair and some
bug spray.

It’s fun!  It’s fellowship!  It’s for a GREAT CAUSE!

mailto:parkpear@aol.com
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† Prayers of support for Kathy and Rob Fritz, and the family and friends
of Kathy’s father, Charles (Chuck) Wood, of Fort Myers, FL, who died on
February 17, 2017.
† Prayers of support for Katherine and John Marshall, and the family and
friends of Katherine’s father, Charles W. Boehringer, 90, of Adamstown, PA,
who died on January 20, 2017.
† Prayers of support for Argerie Martin, her family, and the friends of Bill
Martin, who died on December 9, 2016.
† Prayers of healing for our members, friends, and relatives undergoing
special care and treatment: Swede Anderson, Carr Baldwin, Alinda
Borsani (Babette’s sister), Cole and Elliot (twin sons born prematurely in
September to Meaghan Andrews (Tim Andrews’ daughter) and her husband
Rob Springer), Anne Dobra (sister-in-law of Pattye & Clarke Field), Levi
Ingvalson (Lana & Eric Gilster’s four year old grandnephew, who has
leukemia and is undergoing chemotherapy), Christine Kumagai, Bridget
(Shirley & Phil Nack’s granddaughter), Cindy Lockwood (Anne Jeanblanc’s
sister-in-law), Judy Nord, Claire Schaet (Don Schaet’s daughter), Linda
Shadel (Lynn McLauchlan’s sister-in-law), Bob Sears, Jan Stinson (Greg
Stinson’s cousin), and Marguerite Weisemann.

Ministry Members: Save these Dates for Meetings next Month (April)

Sunday, April 9 at 4:00 p.m. Worship & Music Ministry
Tuesday, April 11 at 5:30 p.m. Evangelism Ministry
Tuesday, April 25 at 10:30 a.m. Staff Support/Mutual Ministry
Saturday, April 29 at 9:00 a.m. Caring Card Ministry

March Announcements

Copies of the March issue of THE LUTHERAN, the official news magazine of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America, as well as DAILY DEVOTIONAL BOOKLETS for the 1st quarter
of 2017, are available on the table in the entrance foyer of the sanctuary.  Also, a limited
number of LARGE PRINT devotionals are available.

CERTAIN SCHEDULED MEETINGS & EVENTS IN MARCH
< Birthday Sunday is March 12.  If your birthday is this month, be sure to come to

church on the 12th so that we can celebrate your birth!
< Confirmation Classes will be held at 2:00 p.m. each Sunday in March.
< Women’s Monday Morning Bible Study will meet on all Mondays in March at

9:30 a.m. in the conference room.
< Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study will meet each Wednesday in March at 8:00 a.m. in

the card room at the Marshwood Club in The Landings.
< Outreach Ministry will meet at 9:30 a.m. on Thursday, March 23.
< Worship & Music Ministry will meet at 4:00 p.m. on Sunday, March 12.
< Evangelism Ministry will meet at 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, March 14.
< Church Council will meet at 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, March 21.
< Evangelism’s Caring Card Ministry will meet at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, March 25.
< Craft 'n Gab will get together on Saturday, March 25 at 9:30 a.m.
< Staff Support/Mutual Ministry will meet at 10:30 a.m. on Tuesday, March 28.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER OUR SISTERS AND BROTHERS
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Starting the week after Ash Wednesday, join us for Wednesday night
Lenten Suppers at 6:00 p.m. on March 8, 15, 22, and 29, and April 5.
Sign up on the kiosk to attend (but do come even if you haven’t signed
up!) or to provide part of a supper.  The Men’s Group, the Chancel
Choir, and the Monday Morning Women’s Bible Study group are our
supper hosts.  Here is the schedule:

March 8: Men’s Group
March 15: Men’s Group
March 22: Women’s Bible Study Group
March 29: Chancel Choir
April 5: Men’s Group

The Lenten Soup & Sandwich
Suppers will be in 4-D: Dinner,
Drama, Discussion, and
Dessert.  The dramas, with our
“well experienced” casts, will be
based on the life of Martin
Luther in honor of the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.

We will start with Luther’s early life, then
his trip to Rome, the 95 theses, the Diet
at Worms, and his marriage to Katarina
von Bora.  Hopefully, these dramas, toge-

ther with what you learn
through watching the Rick
Steves’ DVD, will help you be
more informed about your
Lutheran roots!

Please put these Wednesday
evening gatherings on your
calendar.  If you would like to

help in any way, please let me know.  I
am looking forward to these Lenten
dramas; something unexpected always
happens that draws us closer as a family.

Looking Ahead, Some Dates to Note

Palm Sunday April 9 Worship Service at 9:00 a.m.
Maundy Thursday April 13 Worship Service at 7:00 p.m.
Good Friday April 14 Worship Service at 7:00 p.m.
Easter Sunday April 16 Worship Service at 9:00 a.m.

Soon, Messiah Lutheran Church will be decorating in anticipation of the
celebration of Christ’s resurrection.  For this very special season, we
invite you to give an Easter Lily or Caladium in memory or in honor of
a loved one.  The dedications will be listed in the Easter bulletin.  The
cost is $12.00 per plant.  Please complete an Order Envelope (located
in the Narthex) and return it to the church office, or place in the
offering plate, with your payment by Friday, April 7.

in 4-D
Contributed by Joy Olson

& Caladiums
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SIGN UP FOR STRATEGIC PLAN DISCUSSIONS
Contributed by John Duren, Chairman, Strategic Planning Committee

The Strategic Plan has been completed by the plan team using input
from the congregation survey and focus group meetings that were
conducted in the summer and fall last year.  Church Council has
approved presentation of the plan to the congregation.  The plan is
intended to guide the growth of Messiah’s ministry during the next
few years.

Copies of the plan were distributed after worship on February 26.
If you did not get a copy, please pick one up from the church office.
A sheet is posted on the kiosk in the Narthex for you to sign up to
attend a discussion about the plan on either March 6 at 5:30 p.m.
or on March 14 at 9:00 a.m.  There will be further opportunities to
discuss the plan with the plan team members during the Lenten
Wednesday evenings in March.  On April 2 after worship, there will
be a meeting during which the plan can be discussed further and
then the congregation will be asked to adopt it.

As you read the plan, you will see that it is built around five key objectives.  They are for
the members of Messiah to:

1. Grow in faith and experience greater spirituality
2. Support one another in Christian love
3. To show Christ’s love to the world
4. To become attractive to new persons and youth
5. To improve the financial condition of the church

Each objective has goals and there are action plans for each goal.  The objectives, goals,
and plans are in table form with a lot of detail.  You are invited to ask questions about any
of these things.  Frank Camizzi, Ken Hylander, Layne Rabold, Corinne Samuels, Pastor
Jason, and John Duren will be at the discussion meetings and available at other times for
discussion with individuals.

The new mission statement proposed for Messiah is “In the name of Jesus, welcome
everyone, grow in faith, support one another, serve others.”  This proposed new
mission statement has some elements of the previous statement but has fewer words and
is easier to remember.  The work of the focus groups and plan team to develop this
statement will be explained in the discussion groups.  Please carefully read the plan and
come to a meeting with your thoughts and questions.

Do you recognize this architectural design?  It is
significant in the Christian church.  Look around our
church and see how many quatrefoils you can find in its
design!
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Sunday,
March 12

Congratulations to Andrea and Robert Felkins
on the birth of their first grandchild!  Jack Aiden
Felkins was born on February 7, 2017 to their
son and his wife Stephen and Lisa Felkins of
Bala Cynwyd, PA.  Jack is their first child and at
birth was 7 lbs 12 oz and 20" long.  The name
“Jack” is in honor of Andrea’s mother Jacqueline
who passed away in May 2016.

Parkinson’s Support Group
A Parkinson’s support group meets the 4th Wednesday of each
month at 3:00 p.m. at the Skidaway Island United Methodist
church.

Skidaway Island Chapter of Alcoholics
This group has meetings on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursday, and Saturdays at 7:30
a.m. at Skidaway Island Methodist Church.  Meetings on Wednesdays and Fridays are
at 7:30 a.m. at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church.

Stroke Support Group
This group of survivors meets to encourage each other on the 3rd Thursday of each
month from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m. at Messiah Lutheran.  Caregivers also are welcome.
For more information, please call Messiah member Shirley Nack (598-7047).

Savannah Essential Tremor Support Group
This group meets the 1st Thursday of each month (except during July and August)
from 3:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the Lewis Cancer & Research Pavilion at St.
Joseph/Candler on Paulsen Street. For more information, please contact Messiah
member Gerry Quirk (598-8174).

Bright Eye-deas Support Group
This group is for people experiencing low-vision.  The next meeting is on Wednesday,
March 8  from 10:00-11:30 a.m. at Skidaway Island United Methodist Church.  The
guest speaker will be Maureen Brennan, a certified physical therapist. Ms. Brennan
will discuss balance, stretching and simple exercises to keep fit.  Family and friends
can come too!  For more information, please contact Kay Higby (598-9634).

New Contact Information

Lana & Eric Gilster
New land line:  (912) 999-6389

Good Friends Willette & Lloyd Thompson
Willette: (781) 254-0739
Lloyd: (781) 254-8757
Lloyd’s email: tmgdial@comcast.net

mailto:tmgdial@comcast.net
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Diane Boyd,
Director

NOTES FROM

THE CHORAL DIRECTOR
Mary Maner

March’s Rehearsal Schedule

Men’s Chorus
Wednesdays, March 1 & 15 at 5:40 p.m.

Chancel Choir
Each Wednesday at 7:00 p.m.

Women’s Choir and Youth Choir
Each Sunday after worship at 10:05 a.m.

Come, join a choir, share your talents, and
enjoy the joy of Christian fellowship.

      March’s
Rehearsal Schedule
Brass Plus will meet at
9:00 a.m. on all Saturdays
in March.  Note: Rehearsal
on March 11 will be at Mary
Maner’s home.

Children’s Choir will
practice every Sunday
in March during the
Sunday School time.
We will meet in the
library.  See you then!

Joy Olson  

March’s Rehearsal Schedule

Each Wednesday at 5:00 p.m.

Saturdays (no rehearsal on March 18)
March 4 at 10:00 a.m.
March 11 at 2:00 p.m.
March 25 at 10:00 a.m.
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News from the Christian Education Ministry
Barbara Tinker, Chairman

The Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study will meet each Wednesday in March
at 8:00 a.m. in the card room at the Marshwood Club in The Landings.

NOTE: Please let Pastor Jason know if you plan to attend so that
accurate reservations may be made.  You don’t need to be a member of
The Landings Club to attend and have breakfast.  Also, off-island men
may contact Pastor Jason for a gate pass.

Christian: It’s Not What You Think

You are invited to join us for a series that explores how Jesus wanted
his followers to live. The words used to describe Christians today often
bear little resemblance to what Jesus wanted his followers to be
known for.  We are viewing short, 15 minute DVD segments from
Andy Stanley’s thought provoking messages.  We will have ample time
to delve into the questions in the study guide.  Barb Tinker is the
engaging facilitator for this study that continues on March 5, 12, and
concludes on the 19th.  Please enjoy 20 minutes of fellowship and
then join us Sundays at 10:20 in the conference room.

Devotional Booklet for Lent 

This Lent, Messiah is providing every household with devotion book called “free indeed.”
Pick up yours from the table in the Narthex.  This little book offers a small devotion based
on Martin Luther’s Small Catechism for every day of Lent. In 2017 we are emphasizing our
identity as Lutheran Christians, in honor of the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation. If
you would prefer an electronic version of the devotional for Kindle or e-tablet, click the
following link (The cost is $2.00):

https://store.augsburgfortress.org/store/product/22383/EBOOK-Free-Indeed-
Devotions-for-Lent-2017

Y o u th  S un d a y
S c h o o l  ( 6 t h
grade–high school),
led by Steve Derr,

will meet in the back hall classroom
each Sunday in March.  They are using
the Lutheran Traditions curriculum
from Augsburg Fortress.

Confirmation Class, led
by  Pastor Talsness, will
be held at 2:00 p.m. on
each Sunday in March.

& Bible Study

https://store.augsburgfortress.org/store/product/22383/EBOOK-Free-Indeed-Devotions-for-Lent-2017
https://store.augsburgfortress.org/store/product/22383/EBOOK-Free-Indeed-Devotions-for-Lent-2017
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COME!  Learn more about your Lutheran roots:
Rick Steves’ “Luther and the Reformation”

On March 26 and April 9 during Adult Sunday School, we will view
a documentary commemorating the 500th anniversary of the
Protestant Reformation. The film covers the rich historic,
economic and social context of the Reformation.  Rick visits key
sites relating to the Reformation (including Erfurt, Wittenberg,
and Rome) and explores the complicated political world of
16th-century Europe — from indulgences to iconoclasts, and from
the printing press to the Counter-Reformation. It’s a story of
power, rebellion, and faith that you’ll never forget, all laid out in
a documentary produced by Rick Steves, a Lutheran himself (see
following article), who has generously given all members of the
ELCA access to “Luther and the Reformation.”  Please join us at
10:20 a.m. in the conference room as we grow together in faith.

“I’m a Lutheran” is a monthly profile in Living Lutheran that features ELCA members
around the world. The profiles showcase ELCA members in all their diversity, connecting
one another through individual faith stories as Lutherans.  The following profile of Rick
Steves dates from June 2, 2016.

I’m a Lutheran: Rick Steves

Congregation: Trinity Lutheran Church,
Lynnwood, WA

Occupation: Travel writer and TV host

I found my faith in my upbringing and in my need
to not be alone.

My first experience with church was probably in
a cry room during a long sermon.

On a pilgrimage through Martin Luther’s land, I appreciated what a blessing it is to
have the freedom to explore the word of God in my own language and how hard-earned
that privilege was.

I believe God loves his creation very much and loves each of us as his child.

Faithful travel is packing light but bringing Jesus along.

I pray few requests and lots of thanks. Life is so good, especially when we get out and explore.

I think travel can help people celebrate diversity, not be fearful, gain empathy for the rest
of humanity, and appreciate the blessings of home and family when your trip is finally over.

Rick Steves along the
Rhine River in Germany
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I struggle with balance, thinking my work is more important than other dimensions of
my being.

To stay centered amid my busy schedule, I start and end my day with a prayer and say
to myself “life is good” a lot, which means to me, “praise God.”

My favorite part of traveling is stretching my perspective, gaining a global perspective,
better appreciating nature, learning, and then—through my work—equipping and inspiring
others to learn from my travels and have more meaningful travels themselves.

An issue I’m fighting for is helping Americans not confuse risk and fear, and helping
them get out and get to know our world. Then when they employ their desire to “be
Christ-like,” they’ll do it knowing happiness and suffering are as real across the sea as they
are across the street, and that every person on this planet is equally deserving and lovable
in God’s eyes.

Most people think God is to blame for dumb things people do in the name of organized
religion. I cut organized religion lots of slack because I believe having a faith is
nourishment for your soul and organized religion is to faith what a restaurant is to food.
You need the nourishment—how you consume it (Thai, Italian, etc.) and the quality of the
cooking is up to you. You can complain about the restaurant or the chef, but don’t turn
your back on the value—and necessity—of the ingredients.

My favorite church memory is going through stages of my life with the most important
people in my world next to me in the pew and hiding the silly tears I shed when touched
by my faith while sitting there.

I practice my faith on the road by knowing Jesus is with me and celebrating (or at least
striving to celebrate) God’s creation every step of the way.

My faith is challenged when I’m among people I respect who have no faith.

People are surprised when I get all excited about Martin Luther.

If I could change anything, I’d make the subdued “passing of the peace” in an American
Lutheran church lively by injecting the fiesta-like energy I found in liberation theology
churches in Central America.

My favorite place to be a “temporary local” is worshiping as a Christian in a mosque
as Muslims worship and enjoying the fact that we are all “People of the Book” loving the
same God.

Interacting with different cultures has affected my faith by reminding me that this
world is filled with billions of equally precious children of God.

I’m a Lutheran because it fits my personality – pack light; keep it simple; embrace life;
celebrate diversity; jettison needless rules; stand up to authority when the truth needs a
hand; and dance through the blessing of life on Earth like a child in God’s eyes.
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This ongoing group of crafty gabbers will get
together on Saturday, March 25, from 9:30 –
1:00.  They do some crafting, but mostly they
enjoy each other’s company.  Everyone is
welcome!  Bring a “project” and come join in
the “gabbing.”  For more information, talk to
Argerie Martin, Connie Squibb, or Joy Olson.

The Monday morning Women’s Bible Study is beginning a
Kerygma study called “Galatians and James: Faith and
Works.”  This is an eleven-week session in which Paul writes
to Christians being pressured to maintain tokens of the
church’s Jewish heritage, dietary laws, and rituals among
them.  Paul proclaims loud and clear that we are saved by
grace alone and not by adherence to the Mosaic Law.
Although James agrees with Paul that salvation is found

solely through Christ, he writes with the absolute conviction that care of and concern for
one’s neighbor fulfills the Law.  People thought that Paul’s words about grace meant that
they could neglect their obligation to aid their suffering brothers and sisters.  “They will
know we are Christians by our love.”

Come and join us in the Conference Room on Mondays at 9:30 a.m.  You will learn much
and enjoy the study.  For more information, please talk to Argerie Martin (598-8211;
martinw720@aol.com).

News from the Parish Life Ministry
Jill Poole, Chairman

   Craft

        'n

         Gab

Would you like to attend the Wednesday Lenten Suppers or
our worship services or our other events and programs, but
either aren’t driving any more – or not at night – or just don’t feel
up to driving?  The Parish Life Ministry has the answer for you!
It has a Transportation Committee (a subcommittee of the
Sonshine Committee) on call to help, even on a limited basis to
doctor appointments and for errands.  Members of the committee
are Pam Allen, Milda Blaney, Mary and Fred Buck, Andrea Felkins,
Lynnetta and Verne Hartson, Virginia and Ken Hylander, Diane Munroe, Shirley and Phil
Nack, Tammy and Gerry Quirk, Dave Ridberg, Barb Tinker, and Linda Turk.  To book a ride,
contact Pam Allen (Home: 598-9746; cell: 663-7235; e-mail allenpr@comcast.net).

mailto:martinw720@aol.com
mailto:allenpr@comcast.net
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Fellowship Dinner Groups for 2017

Our fabulously fun Fellowship Dinners are designed to encourage
members of the congregation to meet in an informal setting to
get to know each other better.  The dinners are open to anyone
– single or married.  Each group will have about seven or eight
people, and the group will meet four times.  You will have the
entire year to complete the four dinners.  Generally, one person
or couple will host the dinner and provide the main course and
beverages for the cocktail hour and dinner. The other members of
the group will provide the appetizers, salad, and dessert.

We hope that those of you who have not been in one of our Fellowship Dinner groups will
consider doing so this round.  You will not be disappointed.  It is unbelievably FUN!  A
sign-up sheet is posted on the kiosk in the Narthex.  Group assignments are expected to
be made during March, SO SIGN UP by March 12!

Don’t forget to sign up to co-host the Sunday Morning
Coffee/Tea/Lemonade/Water Hour.  If you’ve never done it, please
consider doing so soon.  The sign-up sheet is posted on the kiosk in the
Narthex.  The morning is much better when we have fellowship
together!

News from the Property Ministry
Tim Andrews, Chairman

Here and There Around the Church

February was a busy and productive month for work around the church:
1. Rot repair outside and inside sanctuary completed.
2. Window sills inside sanctuary repaired and painted.
3. Hurricane Matthew tree damage removed and “leaning” pine cut down.
4. New ground lights installed for church spire.
5. Back staircase into church rebuilt and both it and the utility yard

stained to match church.
6. Sprinkler system damage caused by roof repair and sod damage

repaired.

Contributed by Lana
Gilster & Norrita Thorne

If you haven’t received a letter from Verne Hartson acknowledging receipt of
your commitment to the Building on Faith; Growing in Service Capital
Campaign, then YOU may just be the member he very much wants to find!
Someone turned in a commitment card, but did not sign it!  If you think that
may have been you, please call Verne (598-8984).
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News from the Stewardship Ministry
George Lawrence, Andrews, Chairman

All pledge weekly envelopes have either been picked up at the
church by our members or mailed to the members.  We
encourage all members to use the weekly envelopes when
contributing to the church.  And, to those who generously
committed to the Capital Campaign, just a nudge to stay the
course and to make your payments in a timely manner consistent
with your commitment.

News from the Worship & Music Ministry
Tom Olson, Chairman

Worship Service on February 26th...extraordinary.  The Children’s
Worship lesson by Pastor Jason was certainly appreciated by the
children and I do believe many adults learned from the lesson.  We will
all anticipate “Alleluia” at Easter Sunday.  The music was enjoyed by
many.  In fact, it was great to have our Lutheran congregation break
into clapping and dancing on the way out of the worship service during
the Postlude (thanks to Diane for the great final music). 

And now we enter into the Lenten Season . . . with a catered dinner on Ash Wednesday
before the Worship Service.  The following Wednesdays will be Lenten Suppers as part of
the 4-D (dinner, drama, discussion and dessert) fellowship get-together.  The dramas will
be presenting history of Martin Luther, because this is the 500th Anniversary of the
Reformation.  Also, we will have time at these Wednesday 4-Ds for presentation and
introduction to elements within the Strategic Plan.

The Worship and Music Ministry started to work with the Strategic Plan developed this past
year by the Strategic Planning Committee led by John Duren.  The Worship and Music
Ministry has accepted the ACTION Items for us to look into and determine ways to grow
and strengthen our worship for congregational members, guests, visitors, young and old
families, new residents to Skidaway Island and adjacent communities.  The Strategic Plan
provides great potential for growth.

Throughout the year, the Worship and Music Ministry is open to any comments or questions
from the Messiah Lutheran members.  Any of the present Ministry members are open to
these comments and questions...Pastor Jason, Tom Olson, Diane Boyd, Mary Maner, Joy
Olson, Connie Squibb, Janet Reardon.

God bless you all.
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News
Contributed by

Tom Olson,
President

Many good things are happening throughout Messiah Lutheran Church.

The Church Council appointed Jill Poole as the new leader of our Parish Life
Ministry, to fill a position on Church Council.  We all feel blessed with her
acceptance of this responsibility.  Our Parish Life Ministry is very important
and provides many services to our members through the volunteer help of
many members.  Jill will be reaching out to others to help her with Parish
Life activities.  If you have time and desire to work with Jill, please feel
free to contact her.

The Council met on February 4 for a Saturday morning “retreat.”  Of course
the “retreat” was really a somewhat intense meeting to give us all time to
be more familiar with the obligations of Council members.  We spent time

introducing the Council to the Church’s constitution.  Then we reviewed elements within
the Strategic Plan provided by the Strategic Planning Committee.  Ministry chairmen will
be using the Strategic Plan at their meetings to start to prioritize the ACTION Items and
to develop a procedure to clearly approach the best execution of those ACTION Items.
Pastor Jason presented a very interesting document that outlined the “Life Styles and
Culture of Skidaway Island and Messiah Lutheran Church.”  This document parallels the
Strategic Plan, giving the Ministries interesting information that should help in the
establishing of various ACTION Items.  Council agreed to continue the quarterly “town hall
meetings” to present progress to the congregation.  We will have a “town hall meeting” on
Sunday, April 2 after the worship service.

Each of the Ministries that have met since the “retreat” already have begun to explore the
opportunities presented in the Strategic Plan.  Some have started to prioritize ACTION
Items.  As you read and study the Strategic Plan, if there is an ACTION Item that excites
your interest, please talk to a Council Member or a specific Ministry to help.

We look forward to serving our Congregation.

Peace and blessings to all.

3/5  Char & Lyle Ramshaw’s 62nd

3/01 Diane Munroe

3/01 Robert Felkins

3/03 Cynthia Sharpley

3/09 Jim Hazel

3/11 Cathie Barefoot

3/11 Ann Green

3/13 Andy Shillington

3/14 Phil Haug

3/15 Terri Breyman

3/18 Genevieve Ridberg

3/21 Debora Fonteneau

3/24 Maggie Downen

3/24 John Maurer

3/25 Kala Peper

3/25 Verne Hartson

3/27 Riley Derr
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From our Photo Album .  .  .

February 5

A prayer for Eric Gilster and Pat
Cooper prior to their journey to
Guatemala with the medical mission
group Faith in Practice.
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February 12

Pastor Jason with Birthday Honorees (left to right) Dick Kaylor, Norrita Thorne,
Shirley Nack, Clyde Olson, Amanda Ridberg, and Kirk Barefoot.

February 19

As part of Adult Sunday School,
Pastor Jason led a well attended
one-session discussion on how
Christians can deepen their faith
through Lenten practices.



MLC Newsletter ~ March 2017 ~ Page 17

February 26

Switching age groups, Pastor Jason gave a Children’s Worship lesson the next week.  The
children helped him put the “Alleluia” scroll in a box and learned it will not be brought out
again until Easter Sunday. (One or two of the children seemed a bit more interested in
learning where the Easter Egg Hunt would be!)
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Messiah Lutheran Church
Statement of Income and Expenses for January 1 – January 31, 2017

Steve Allen, Finance Ministry Chairman

Income
Offerings . . . . . . . . . . .
Interest/Building Use . .

Total Income . . . . . .

Expenses
Pastor/Staff . . . . . . . . .
Administration . . . . . . .
Mortgage . . . . . . . . . .
Property . . . . . . . . . . .
Ministries . . . . . . . . . .

Total Expenses . . . . .

Net Income (Loss) . .

Actual

$40,644
      25

$40,669

$16,163
1,401
9,000
4,181

   1,141

$31,886

$8,783

Budget

$33,691
    100

$33,791

$15,948
1,742
9,000
5,246

   1,225

$33,161

$630

Over (Under)

$6,953
  (75)

$6,878

$ 215 
(341)

 –  
(1,065)
     (84)

($1,275)

$8,153 

Memo: January
2016 YTD Actuals

$28,929
              5

$28,934

$14,119
1,312
8,500
4,119

        740

$28,790

$144

Comments:
• At year end 2016, our total mortgage balance was $1,290,687 ($746,293 for the

Sanctuary and $544,394 for the Fellowship Hall).
• During the latter part of 2016 we received $24,865 that was not part of the Capital

Campaign, but was designated for mortgage reduction. These monies, together with the
normal mortgage payment, were paid to the ELCA Mission Investment Fund (MIF)
during January 2017 and reduced our mortgage balances at January month end to
$743,170 for the Sanctuary and $517,821 for the Fellowship Hall.  The resulting total
mortgage balance is $1,260,991 as of January 31, 2017.

• We have 79 pledges totally $695,076 for our Capital Campaign!  Thanks to everyone
for a very positive response to the campaign.  Of the $138,000 received through
January, $113,000 was sent to the MIF in February to pay down the Fellowship Hall
mortgage.  $25,000 of the funds received in January are being held in a building
reserve fund for future building capital expenditures

  It’s never too late to pledge and never too early to pay your pledge.
• Finally, Messiah Lutheran had a net income of $37,691 at 2016 year’s end.  In March,

25% ($9,423) of that amount will be sent to ELCA Mission Support and the remaining
75% ($28,268) will be sent to the MIF to apply  towards our mortgage.

www.Messiahsi.org

http://�%@�
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Highlights from Church Council’s Meeting on February 21, 2017

Please note the following highlights have been taken from the draft
minutes that will be presented for approval at Council’s March 2017 meeting.

• Pastor’s Report: Pastor Jason reported the following:
< Health Ministry.  Connie Squibb is interested in assembling a team led by a Parish

Nurse, to help address health and wholeness needs of our members.
< Eucharistic Ministry.  Recently, six members have been trained for Eucharistic

Ministry - Layne Rabold, Pattye Field, Lynnetta and Verne Hartson, and Phil and
Shirley Nack.

< Redevelopment Team.  With endorsement of Wayne Fell from the Synod, Pastor
Jason will serve as a consultant to Holy Spirit Lutheran Church of Savannah as they
anticipate the retirement of their Pastor at the end of this year.

< Visitations.  Home - 5, Hospital - 3, and Outings - 3 (interactions with members or
prospective members).

• Evangelism Ministry Report:  Linda Jacla reported the following:
< Greeters will be present at more events held at the church, such as concerts.
< A tri-fold Welcome Guide is being developed for visitors to our church.
< Plans are being discussed to deliver Messiah coffee mugs (filled with goodness) to

the homes of visitors.
< The Ministry would like to find an effective means of conducting “Exit Interviews”

with visitors who have chosen not to return.  Along with that, a more effective means
to collect visitor contact information is needed.

• Outreach Ministry Report.  Sandy Schmoll reported the following:
< Plans are beginning to host a teacher appreciation brunch at CGCA in May.
< A vacancy exists for a Second Harvest liaison/coordinator.  This individual would

coordinate our congregational efforts in continuing to support this community
organization that is focused on hunger relief.

< Crop Walk.  The Ministry will assist with Crop Walk activities wherever needed.
< The Ministry is working to address goals in the Strategic Plan that fall within its

scope.  One priority is providing  use of our Fellowship Hall at lunchtime, one day per
week, to landscape and other workers on the island.  This would be during
lunchtime, to provide them respite from the elements as they have their noon meal.

• Finance Ministry Report:  Steve Allen, Chair, and Parker Pearson, Treasurer.
< Ministry chairs were asked to assess financial needs of their ministries as related to

budget considerations for 2018
< Capital Campaign update:  $138,000 has been received through January.  It is not

clear yet what will be the flow of pledged donations.  At this point, the decision has
been made to place $25,000 in a building improvement fund and send the balance
($113,000) to MIF (Mission Investment Fund)

< Work is on-going to identify accounts that may be similar in nature that may be
grouped together.

< Progress is being made to secure a credit card for Pastor to use to help defray
up-front costs to individuals for church ministry projects and initiatives.

• Stewardship Ministry Report: George Lawrence reported that estate planning is an
area in which this ministry can provide information and resources to the congregation.
Look for future seminars given by area lawyers and/or Thrivent Financial
representatives.



Messiah Lutheran Church of Skidaway Island
1 West Ridge Road
Savannah, GA 31411

MESSI A H  LU T H E R A N  CH UR C H  -  A  ST EP H E N  MI N I S T R Y  CO N G R EG A TI O N

CHURCH COUNCIL

Tim Andrews, Property Ministry Chair, timandrews1114@comcast.net
Steve Allen, Finance Ministry Chair, Steven.H.Allen@gmail.com
Lynnetta Hartson, Staff Support/Mutual Ministry Chair, lhartson@comcast.net
Linda Jacla, Evangelism Ministry Chair, ljacla@gmail.com
George Lawrence, Stewardship Ministry Chair, mppggl@comporium.net
Tom Olson, Worship & Music Ministry Chair, Tolson@kernengineering.com
Jill Poole, Parish Life Ministry Chair, jilldpoole@aol.com
Sandy Schmoll, Outreach Ministry Chair, savsandy@comcast.net
Barbara Tinker, Christian Education Ministry Chair, tinker.barbara@gmail.com
Jason Talsness, Pastor, skidawaypastorj@gmail.com; Cell phone: (770) 570-7407

CHURCH OFFICERS (Jan. 1 – Dec. 31, 2017)
Tom Olson, President
Tim Andrews, Vice President
Lynnetta Hartson, Recording Secretary
Parker Pearson, Treasurer

CHURCH STAFF

Jason Talsness, Pastor
Mary Maner, Choral Director
Diane Boyd, Church Organist
Cynthia Sharpley, Church Secretary (Hrs: Mon–Fri, 2-5 p.m.)
Barbara Roush, Church Bookkeeper (Hrs: Tues mornings)

Help Keep Our Records Current
Have you changed your e-mail address?  Moved?  Have a new mailing address?  New home
or cell telephone number?  New work telephone number?  Please share updates with the
church office by calling 598-1188 or e-mailing MessiahSk@gmail.com.

Newsletter production by Parish Life Ministry
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