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A New Future

Last month was a turning point in the life of Messiah
Lutheran. The commitment the congregation made to
manage Messiah’s debt and establish a building
maintenance reserve fund puts the congregation on a new
trajectory for the future.

If that commitment had not been made, the future would have been dim.  There would be
added budget stress on a monthly basis. Our elected leaders would spend time
corresponding with our mortgage holder. Visitors would see a congregation who spends a
high percentage of its time at annual meetings talking about debt. Looking past the debt
to do ministry would be increasingly difficult.

But we will be spared from such gloomy scenarios thanks to those who collectively pledged
over $685,000 (as of this writing). Such a total is reason to rejoice!  It also outpaced our
goal of raising $550,000. This puts our congregation on a much more solid footing moving
forward. We are further freed up to do ministry. We can make plans, organize, and rally
without fear of what tomorrow will bring.

It will take time to see the effects of the campaign. As we receive funds, our council will
determine allocations. The council will communicate with the congregation how much is
spent and where the funds were designated. I’ve already learned that there are many ideas
on how to best spend the proceeds of the campaign. No single person will determine how
the funds will be used. Instead, we have elected leadership who will decide, having
consulted with the financial team and others. It is group discernment and it is a process,
albeit not a perfect process. Surely not 100% of the congregation will agree 100% of the
time. But we trust the Holy Spirit works through our conversations to arrive at God’s
preferred future for us.

MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH OF SKIDAWAY ISLAND
1 WEST RIDGE ROAD, SAVANNAH, GA   31411

The Rev. Jason W. Talsness        Cell: (770) 570-7407              E-mail: skidawaypastorj@gmail.com
Office Telephone: (912) 598-1188       Office FAX: (912) 598-1339
E-MAIL: messiahsk@gmail.com            WEB: www.messiahsi.org

Mission Statement

We, a community of Christ’s disciples empowered by the Holy Spirit,
commit to grow in faith, obey God’s Word, and encourage others to
share the joy of discipleship.  We strive to do this by praying, inviting,
giving, serving, studying, encouraging, and worshiping.
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On January 1 at worship, our congregation did the following litany. This is a fitting way to
begin our new year together. The statements articulate what Christianity looks like as a
community, what we “envision” as we look forward to a better tomorrow.

Litany for a New Year

LEADER: As God’s people, we acknowledge His faithfulness to us.

ALL: At the beginning of this New Year, we thank God for the past and seek His vision
for the future as this year of ministry unfolds.

Leader: We envision being faithful people becoming like Jesus, immersed in God’s Word
and obedient in prayer.

ALL: Lord, encourage us!

Leader: We envision being a healthy community, nurturing understanding and respecting
differences.

ALL: We envision an integrated ministry without borders.

Leader: We envision congregations with developing leaders who model their lives after
Christ.

ALL: Lord, inspire us!

WOMEN: We envision a visible Messiah Lutheran Church, motivated by God’s heart for the
world.

MEN: We envision God’s people to be Christlike, a holy people.

Leader: We envision a church of collaboration and cooperation, shaping our journey
together.

ALL: Lord, for your kingdom’s sake, enable us. Amen!

I am so grateful for the results of the campaign. My love and appreciation of Messiah as
a community continues to grow. May Christ continue to bless Messiah in 2017.

_ Pastor Jason Talsness 
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January Announcements

Copies of the January issue of THE LUTHERAN, the official news magazine of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, as well as DAILY DEVOTIONAL BOOKLETS for the
1st quarter of 2017, are available on the table in the entrance foyer of the sanctuary.  Also,
a limited number of LARGE PRINT devotionals are available.

CERTAIN SCHEDULED MEETINGS & EVENTS IN JANUARY
< Birthday Sunday is January 8.  If your birthday is this month, be sure to come to

church on the 8th so that we can celebrate your birth!
< Women’s Monday Morning Bible Study will resume on Monday, January 9, 2017 at

9:30 a.m. in the conference room.
< Men’s Bible Study will meet each Wednesday in January.
< Outreach Ministry is working on setting a meeting day and time in January.
< Worship & Music Ministry will meet at 4:30 p.m. on Sunday, January 8.
< Craft 'n Gab will get together on Saturday, January 14 at 9:30 a.m.
< Church Council will meet at 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, January 17.
< Staff Support/Mutual Ministry will meet at 10:30 a.m. on Tuesday, January 24.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER OUR SISTERS AND BROTHERS

† Prayers of support for Argerie Martin, her family, and the friends of Bill
Martin, who died on December 9, 2016.
† Prayers of support for Marcie Perry, whose brother Norbert Gebhardt,
age 75, died unexpectedly on November 17, 2016 in Salisbury, Missouri.
† Prayers of support for the family and friends of Dick Williams, who died
on November 15, 2016.
† Prayers of support for Ron and Mary Maner and their family, as they
mourn the loss of Ron’s brother, Lowell E. Jensema, who died on November 8,
2016 in Gibbsville, WI.
† Prayers of healing for our members, friends, and relatives undergoing
special care and treatment: Swede Anderson, Maurine Bagwell, Carr
Baldwin, Kirk Barefoot, Alinda Borsani (Babette’s sister), Cole and Elliot
(twin sons born prematurely in September to Meaghan Andrews (Tim
Andrews’ daughter) and her husband Rob Springer), Levi Ingvalson (Lana
& Eric Gilster’s four year old grandnephew, who has leukemia and is
undergoing chemotherapy), Anne Dobra (sister-in-law of Pattye & Clarke
Field), Lauren Townsend Fulk, Christine Kumagai, Bridget (Shirley & Phil
Nack’s granddaughter), Judy Nord, Tom Richardson, Claire Schaet (Don
Schaet’s daughter), Linda Shadel (Lynn McLauchlan’s sister-in-law), Bob
Sears, Jan Stinson (Greg Stinson’s cousin), Marguerite Weisemann, and
Chuck Wood (Kathy Fritz’s father).
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In Memoriam

Our dear brother in Christ, William Thomas Martin, age 90,
passed away at home on December 9, 2016.  Bill is survived
by his beloved wife Argerie;  three children: Dr. David Martin
(Elizabeth) of Davidson, NC, Susan Ann Halford (Thomas) of
Naperville, IL, and Patricia Jean Herzberg (Jeffrey) of
Bettendorr, IA; six grandchildren: Kristin, Corey, and Kyle
Halford, and Daniel, William, and Sara Herzberg.  Bill was
predeceased by his parents, Helen M. and William E. Martin,
and his sister, Dorothy Miller.

Bill was born on February 16, 1926 in Springfield IL, but spent most of his youth in
Lancaster, PA. The family returned to Springfield where Bill graduated from Springfield
High School and entered the Air Force in 1944 immediately after high school. After
serving one year on Okinawa as a B-29 crew member, he was discharged in December
1946.  Bill enrolled at the University of Illinois in January 1947 and graduated in
August 1950 with a degree in Chemistry.  Immediately after graduation from the
University of Illinois, Bill went to work for Abbott Laboratories in North Chicago, IL. 
In 1961 he earned an MBA from the University of Chicago. Bill spent his entire career
with Abbott until retirement in 1986.  He spent several years as Director of
Manufacturing of Abbott’s facility in England where he and his family lived in
Canterbury during the 1960s. Several years after returning to the States, Bill was
promoted to Vice President of Pharmaceutical Manufacturing, a position he held until
retirement. During his career, he was responsible for a pharmaceutical plant that
Abbott built in Puerto Rico in 1970.

Bill married Argerie Maria Vehos in 1954. Except for the years spent in England, they
lived and raised their family in Waukegan, Illinois until Bill’s retirement. They were
members of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church where Bill served on church council for several
terms. During the thirty plus years in Waukegan, Bill served on the United Way Board,
Chamber of Commerce Board, The Economic Development Committee for Lake County,
President of Victory Memorial Hospital Board, and President of the Lake Forest
Graduate School of Management. Bill was also a member of Glen Flora Country Club.

Bill and Argerie built their home in Savannah in 1987, and became permanent
residents at The Landings in 1989.  Bill enjoyed most sports, particularly golf.  Bill and
Argerie were charter members of Messiah Lutheran Church where Bill served on the
first church council and was treasurer for the first couple of years.

A Memorial Service will be held at 3:00 p.m. on Saturday, January 21, 2017 at Messiah
Lutheran Church.  In lieu of flowers, remembrances may be made to Messiah Lutheran
Church (1 West Ridge Rd, Savannah, GA 31411), Bethesda Academy (P.O. Box 13039,
Savannah, GA 31406), or Hospice Savannah (P.O. Box 13190, Savannah, GA 31416).

May God grant Argerie and the family and friends blessed memories of Bill
and resurrection peace through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
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A Prayer for Every Day, All Year Long

When it comes to prayer, there is no shortage of things, people and situations to include
in prayerful conversations with God. Sometimes it helps to have a little prompting, a
reminder of special concerns or causes for thanksgiving that might otherwise slip by us.
The ELCA’s Prayer Ventures offers such prayer prompts for every day.

Prayer Ventures are daily suggestions for prayer that can be used for personal prayer time,
adapted for use in worship or shared with members. Posted for download a month in
advance at www.ELCA.org/en/Resources/Prayer-Ventures, they include concerns of the
church and world, and ministries to remember in prayer.  It’s free and fresh each month.

SOURCE: seeds for the parish

In Memoriam

The month of December included the death of the Rev. Dr. James Richard (Dick)
Gantt. For many years Pastor Gantt worked out of the bishop’s office in Atlanta,
helping establish new congregations with the ELCA. Dr. Gantt helped Messiah get its
start.  He was one of many who got our congregation launched, but he was an
important part of the process.

Pastor Gantt, of Cumming, Georgia, passed away on Wednesday, December 14, 2016.
He was born on September 11, 1933 in High Point, N.C. to Margaret Ledbetter and
Claude Miles Gantt Sr.  Following graduation from the Lutheran Theological Seminary
in Columbia, S.C., Pastor Gantt served as a Lutheran Pastor for the ELCA for over 50
years. Some notable highlights of Pastor Gantt’s career include receiving an honorary
doctorate degree from Newberry College and being inducted into Lenoir-Rhyne’s Sports
Hall of Fame. Pastor Gantt also served on the Lutheran Theological Seminary Board
of Trustees.

Pastor Gantt and his wife, Connie, moved to Cumming to retire on their “golden” pond.
They have been active members of Christ the King Lutheran Church. Pastor Gantt’s
favorite activities included golf, gardening, traveling and sharing the many activities
and milestones of his six grandchildren.

Pastor Gantt is survived by his wife of 58 years, Connie; three daughters and their
spouses; six grandchildren; and a sister.  Funeral services were held on Saturday,
December 17, 2016 at Christ the King Lutheran Church with entombment at Sawnee
View Gardens Mausoleum.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to the Memorial Fund of Christ the King
Lutheran Church or to the ECLA Southeastern Synod Mission Development Fund.

May God grant the family and friends blessed memories of Pastor Gantt
and resurrection peace through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

http://www.ELCA.org/en/Resources/Prayer-Ventures
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Building on Faith; Growing in Service
A “Capital” Success!

How did we do?

On December 18, Commitment Sunday, 66 pledges, totaling $638,474
over three years, were made for our congregation’s Building on Faith;
Growing in Service capital campaign.

Since that time, seven additional pledges were made, bringing the total to $686,174!  We
certainly have surpassed our goal of $550,000.  This is an overwhelming affirmation of the
goal of the campaign: raising sufficient funds to be able to properly manage our debt and
establish resources to maintain our buildings.  Knowing that everything we have belongs
to God, and relieved of the distraction of a financial burden, Messiah Lutheran should be
able to expand our future ministries, both to our members and to our world.

As more commitments are received, we will be able to do even more in God’s name.  So,
if you have not yet made a pledge and wish to do so, please obtain a commitment card and
return envelope from the church office.  Please remember, everyone can give and every
gift matters.

Verne Hartson, our Confidential Financial Secretary, will be sending an acknowledgment
letter soon to each person who made a pledge.  Boxes of special offering envelopes will be
provided to all who have made a commitment.

THANKS BE TO GOD!

Our Confidential Financial Secretary
Contributed by Rob Fritz, Past Council President

[reprinted from a prior newsletter]

This article provides some details about the position of Confidential Financial Secretary
within our church.  Church Council reinstituted this position in 2010 and appointed Verne
Hartson to serve in this capacity for an indefinite term.

What is the purpose of this position and why do we need it?  While the specific amount of
your financial giving to Messiah is a matter between you and God, someone still has to:

 • read and tally the pledge cards,
 • advise Council on estimated income (both pledged and un-pledged),

• ensure that accurate records of individual giving are maintained and distributed
(official IRS documentation), and

• support individual members who have questions or need a confidential resource
to discuss God’s stewardship expectations in the context of their own personal
financial circumstances.
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Having this position accomplishes those goals while
keeping members’ financial contributions confidential
within the organization (even from the pastor).
Additionally, this position meets with new members as
part of their orientation to discuss the role and
expectations of financial stewardship at Messiah.  As a
resource to Church Council and operating committees like
Finance and Stewardship, this position can provide
insights as to what is behind the giving trends or changes
in Sunday offering/Financial giving.  In concert with the
Stewardship Committee and the pastor, the person serving
in this position also is available to discuss memorial,
estate-giving and designated giving opportunities.

We are pleased to have Verne Hartson contribute his
efforts in this capacity and trust that you will contact him
as the need arises.  He can be reached at 598-8984.

Leaving Church Council at the end of 2016 were Tom Thomas and
Peggy Pearson.  At the annual congregational meeting on November 20,
2016, the congregation elected Parker Pearson as Treasurer and Steve
Allen to serve the unexpired term of Allan Downen (term ending
December 31, 2017).  The congregation also elected Linda Jacla, George
Lawrence, and Barbara Tinker to Church Council, each to serve a three
year term (January 1, 2017 – December 31, 2019).  Ministry chair
assignments going forward are as follows:

Christian Education Ministry Chair: Barb Tinker
Evangelism Ministry Chair: Linda Jacla
Finance Ministry Chair: Steve Allen
Parish Life Ministry Chair: Lynn McLauchlan
Property Ministry Chair: Tim Andrews
Outreach Ministry Chair: Sandy Schmoll
Staff Support/Mutual Ministry Chair: Lynnetta Hartson
Stewardship Ministry Chair: George Lawrence
Worship & Music Ministry Chair: Tom Olson

In other Council news, at its December meeting, Council elected Tom Olson as President,
Tim Andrews as Vice President, and Lynnetta Hartson as Recording Secretary, each for a
one year term (January 1, 2017 – December 31, 2017.  Council also determined a new day
and time to hold their monthly meeting: the third Tuesday of the month at 5:30 p.m.
 

Verne Hartson

News
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 . . . and the Church and
the Fellowship Hall!

   Saturday, January 7

TO ALL THE MEN AND WOMEN OF MESSIAH!  Starting at about 8:30 a.m. on Saturday,
January 7, the men of Messiah will be taking down the Christmas Tree in the Sanctuary.
If you can help, please be at the church at 8:30 a.m. Questions?  Call Phil Nack
(598-7047).

If you can help take down the rest of the Christmas decorations, please be at the church
at 9:00 a.m.  The tree in the Fellowship Hall will be taken down.  The Nativity scene in the
Sanctuary and the decorations on the window ledges and in the Narthex all need to be
taken down, packed away, and labeled for easy access next year.  We will start at 9:00
a.m. and complete the task after the Ladies Epiphany Tea is over.  Questions?  Call Lynn
McLauchlan (349-0234).

Many hands make short work.  We’ll look for you on Saturday.  Ladies, please come for
both and enjoy the Ladies Epiphany Tea.

Plan now to attend the annual Women’s Epiphany Tea scheduled for
Saturday, January 7, 2017, starting at 10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.
The event is entitled “For Women, By Women, About Women” and will be
hosted by the Ladies of Craft 'n Gab.  Please sign-up on the sheet posted
on the kiosk in the narthex. 

We will be highlighting some of the exciting women focused ministries at
Messiah.  As is also a tradition at this event, we will be revealing Secret
Pals from 2016 and getting new ones for 2017.  You DO NOT have to
participate in Secret Pals to attend!  If you can’t attend, but would like a
Secret Pal, please let Argerie Martin or Connie Squibb know and they will
include you.

If you would like to bring a coffee/tea item to share, please note that on the sign-up sheet.
We ask that you submit your recipe to Connie Squibb at least the week before so copies
can be made to share with the group.  Secret family recipes are welcome!

If you have attended this event in the past, we welcome you back.  If you have never
attended, please come!  We want to make this our biggest event ever!

UN-
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This is Christ’s church.  There is a place for you here.

We are the church that shares a living, daring confidence in God’s grace.  Liberated
by our faith, we embrace you as a whole person — questions, complexities and all.
Join us as we do God’s work in Christ’s name for the life of the world.

SOURCE: www.ELCA.org

POINSETTIAS

Before the poinsettias wither away in our sanctuary,
please take one or more poinsettias as a gift to
someone in need of some cheering up.

Monday,
January 2

Parkinson’s Support Group
A Parkinson’s support group meets the 4th Wednesday of each month
at 3:00 p.m. at the Skidaway Island United Methodist church.

Stroke Support Group
This group of survivors meets to encourage each other on the 3rd Thursday of each
month from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m. at Messiah Lutheran.  Caregivers also are welcome.
For more information, please call Messiah member Shirley Nack (598-7047).

Savannah Essential Tremor Support Group
This group meets the 1st Thursday of each month (except during July and August)
from 3:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the Lewis Cancer & Research Pavilion at St.
Joseph/Candler on Paulsen Street. For more information, please contact Messiah
member Gerry Quirk (598-8174).

Skidaway Island Chapter of Alcoholics
This group has meetings on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursday, and Saturdays at 7:30
a.m. at Skidaway Island Methodist Church.  Meetings on Wednesdays and Fridays are
at 7:30 a.m. at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church.

Envelopes for 2017 are set out on
a table in the Narthex.

PLEASE take yours and make life
ever so much easier for
our bookkeeper!

http://www.ELCA.org
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Diane Boyd,
Director

NOTES FROM

THE CHORAL DIRECTOR
Mary Maner

January’s Rehearsal Schedule

Men’s Chorus
Wednesday, January 4 at 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, January 18 at 6:30 p.m.

Chancel Choir
Each Wednesday at 7:00 p.m.

Women’s Choir and Youth Choir
Each Sunday after worship at 10:05 a.m.

Come, join a choir, share your talents, and
enjoy the joy of Christian fellowship.

January’s Rehearsal Schedule

Brass Plus will meet at 9:00 a.m.
on all Saturdays in January.

January’s Rehearsal Schedule

Each Wednesday at 5:45 p.m.
Each Saturday (except January 14) at 10:00 a.m.

Men & Women of Messiah!  If you are interested in playing
handbells, please call or text Diane Boyd at (912) 414-5972.
We’d love to have you join this fun group!
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We Welcome a New Member!

Don Schaet joined Messiah Lutheran on December 4, 2016.
Don was born in Bloomfield, NJ and grew up in Tenafly, NJ.
He graduated from the University of Rochester in New York
in 1956 with a BA degree in Psychology.  Don participated
in ROTC in college, and became a Marine Corps 2nd
Lieutenant immediately upon graduation.  He served in the
Marine Corps from 1956 to 1982.

Shortly after college, he married.  During that marriage, he
had three children – two girls and one boy.  He now has
nine grandchildren, two great-grandchildren, and one more
on the way!

Don had an extremely varied career with the Marine Corps and his other careers.  After
basic training at Camp Lejeune in NC, he trained recruits in California for 2-1/2 years,
served for 2-1/2 years as a commanding officer on the aircraft carrier USS Bennington,
spent 3 years recruiting in NYC, then was sent by the Marine Corps to college for advance
training, went to Vietnam where for 5 years he served as spokesman for the Corps, briefing
the press, then he served in Hawaii as Assistant Operations Officer writing monthly
histories of marine actions that were submitted to the President, promoted to Lt. Colonel,
he served as Commanding Officer of an Artillery Battalion for 2 years, then Commanding
Officer of a Maintenance Battalion.  Thereafter, Don was sent to the Army War College for
1 year, on to Japan for 1 year, then to Washington DC to serve for 2 years as Assistant for
Personnel Recruitment.  Then Don RETIRED, but only from the Marine Corps!

No moss grew under Don’s feet.  He became Executive Director for building the Vietnam
Veterans Memorial in Washington DC.  For 2-1/2 years he worked on that massive project.
The government provided the land, and the memorial group raised $12 million.  Next, Don
moved to the University of Rochester where he served as Assistant Director of
Development for two years.  Then on to Texas as manager of MADD.

By the end of his time with MADD, Don was ready to see more of the world than he had
already.  He set out for the southern hemisphere.  After visiting Australia for a month, he
moved on to New Zealand.  There, in a true small world story, he met Gail who was
traveling the world for a year.  After some talking, they discovered they had grown up
seven miles from each other in New Jersey!  Needless to say, they hit it off and traveled
together to Hongkong, Taiwan, Burma, China, India, London, and Israel.  After about a
year, they married in Atlanta and moved to Washington DC where Don became Executive
Director for building the National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial.  After that, back to
Atlanta for 18 months to work for Cure Childhood Cancer and Leukemia.  Then, taking a
completely different tack, Don went to school to learn to teach children with learning
difficulties in grades K-12.  He did that for two years.

In 2000, Don really did retire, although he says “I’m not retired, but I don’t do anything
for money!”  In June 2016, Don and Gail moved to The Landings.  Don continues  his non-
working passion – endurance cycling.  To raise money for the Leukemia & Lymphoma
Society, he has done 41 100-mile rides, raising about $250,000!  He has ridden 100 miles
through every state (60% of those rides were solo).  Don still rides every Saturday, and
on his birthday, he rides his age.  So, this year he’ll ride 82 miles on his birthday!
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News from the Christian Education Ministry
Barbara Tinker, Chairman

Youth Sunday School (6th grade–high school), led by Steve Derr, will
meet in the back hall classroom each Sunday in January.  They are using
the Lutheran Traditions curriculum from Augsburg Fortress.

The Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study will meet each Wednesday in January
at 8:00 a.m. in the card room at the Marshwood Club in The Landings.

NOTE: Please let Pastor Jason know if you plan to attend so that
accurate reservations may be made.  You don’t need to be a member of
The Landings Club to attend and have breakfast.  Also, off-island men
may contact Pastor Jason for a gate pass.

What do you know about the “Book of Ecclesiastes”?  Did you
know that it is among the strangest of sacred writings in the
history of religion – and yet it made it into our Bible, one of
the immortal 66 books.  It is located between the Book of
Proverbs and the Song of Solomon, which along with the
Book of Job are classified as “Wisdom Literature.”  If you are
interested in learning more about this earthy, cynical, bitter
yet emotionally honest book, then join the Women’s Monday

Morning Bible Study Group on Monday, January 9 for the first of a four-week study of the
book presented by Pastor Larry Holst.  We will begin at 9:30 a.m. in the Conference Room.
This should prove to be a very informative program.  Questions?  Talk to Argerie Martin
(598-8211;  martinw720@aol.com).

Contact Information

Lesley Michael is visiting Don Schaet
her daughter Amy Vance Wife: Gail
until spring of 2017. 4 Tanaquay Court
4802 Aloysius Drive Savannah, GA 31411
Stillwater, OK 74074 Cell (770) 630-5346
polarbearfan@msn.com

& Bible Study

mailto:martinw720@aol.com
mailto:polarbearfan@msn.com
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Evangelism Ministry Reflections
Peggy Pearson, Immediate Past Chairman

It’s been three quick years since I began serving on council and as the chair for
Evangelism.  I’ve   been honored and privileged to be your representative to council but
my time has come to a close.  Honestly, when I joined council, I fully expected to be doing
something other than Evangelism, because it didn’t seem to me that was my calling or my
experience.  But God had other ideas.

I realize now this assignment reflects many of the biblical stories of the old and new
testament – calling Moses, calling Esther, calling of the fishermen.  Calling not the expert,
but the inadequate, the untrained; calling not the sinless, but the sinner.

And so I’ve stumbled, learned, walked, fallen, tried and failed, tried
again all in the name of reaching out to share the welcoming love of
Christ, within our congregation and also in a bigger world that’s not sure
it’s that interested.  So we change course, approach new things, look to
the world through a different lens, to find other, non-traditional means
to reach others while still sharing the message of Jesus:  God’s message
remains one of hope, of grace (what does that mean to the
unchurched?), forgiveness and redemption and love.

To that end, in addition to traditional efforts, much time was spent developing new social
media tools – www.Messiahsi.org, our new website,  Messiah Lutheran - Skidaway Island,
our Facebook page, Messiah-Skidaway, our  twitter handle.   Now we need to learn to more
effectively use them.  And again we’ll stumble, learn, walk, fall, and try again, because
most of us struggle at some of these new forms of communication – technically and
emotionally.

But does God have other ideas?  He is asking us to be in the world, yet how can we do that
if we refuse the world’s communication?  Is He calling you – not the expert, but the
inadequate to share in this world?  Is He suggesting that you ask your kids, or grandkids
or nieces or nephews or young neighbors to help you navigate this new communication –
how to post, comment on Facebook, how to research our website?  In doing so, will it also
share HIS STORY and HIS MESSAGE?

As this New Year begins, please welcome Linda Jacla as your representative to council and
chair of our Evangelism Ministry.  She rocks!  Please prayerfully consider joining the team,
there are roles enough for many!
  

See you at church and on-line!  
Peggy 

www.Messiahsi.org

http://www.Messiahsi.org,
http://�O@�
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This ongoing group of crafty gabbers will get together on
Saturday, January 14, from 9:30 – 1:00.  They do some
crafting, but mostly they enjoy each other’s company.
Everyone is welcome!  Bring a “project” and come join in
the “gabbing.”  For more information, talk to Argerie
Martin, Connie Squibb, or Joy Olson.

News from the Parish Life Ministry
Lynn McLauchlan, Chairman

The Christmas Banquet Potluck was attended by 65 people, who
enjoyed delicious food and good fellowship.  Santa stopped by to
surprise the children and make note of their Christmas requests.  After
dinner we had some sharing of “what makes Christmas special,”
followed by singing songs accompanied by “Merry Mary.”  Thanks to
Cheryl Liebgott for the lovely table decorations and for the set up and
clean up for the event.

I would like to thank everyone who helped with decorating the church for Christmas.  A
special thanks to Frank Liebgott who always gets the tree in the Fellowship Hall ready to
be decorated. Thanks to Jennifer, Luke, Elijah and Ryder Nguyen who did a great job
decorating the tree.  A special thanks to Barbara Tinker, Linda Jacla and Pam Allen in
locating some of the decorations.  We had a great turn out of people to help and it was
greatly appreciated.

Don’t forget to sign up to co-host the Sunday Morning
Coffee/Tea/Lemonade/Water Hour.  If you’ve never done it, please
consider doing so soon.  The sign-up sheet is posted on the kiosk in the
Narthex.  The morning is much better when we have fellowship
together!

To church on Sundays?  To Men’s or Women’s Bible Study?  To other
events at church? Maybe you aren’t driving any more – or not at night
– or just don’t feel up to driving.  The Parish Life Ministry has the
answer for you!  It has a Transportation Committee (a subcommittee
of the Sonshine Committee) on call to help, even on a limited basis to
doctor appointments and for errands.  Members of the committee are
Pam Allen, Milda Blaney, Mary and Fred Buck, Andrea Felkins, Lynnetta
and Verne Hartson, Virginia and Ken Hylander, Diane Munroe, Shirley

and Phil Nack, Tammy and Gerry Quirk, Dave Ridberg, Barb Tinker, and Linda Turk.  To
book a ride, contact Pam Allen (Home: 598-9746; cell: 663-7235; e-mail
allenpr@comcast.net).

   Craft

        'n

         Gab

mailto:allenpr@comcast.net
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News from the Property Ministry
Tim Andrews, Chairman

Here and There Around the Church

The roof replacement will start January 2 and take about two weeks.
Work will be going on daily during this time frame, so be alert as you walk
around the outside of the church. 

Eucharistic Ministers Needed

Twice a month members of Messiah bring communion to members in
their homes or the hospital. This ministry has been such a success that
we need to expand our pool of ministers. We will train you and give you
a printed sheet to follow. We usually go in pairs so you always have a
companion and backup. The schedule is flexible.

Here is what some of Messiah’s Eucharistic ministers have to say about their experience:

“I love being an Eucharistic Minster because of the joy and gratitude each recipient
expresses each and every time I participate. It’s also a wonderful opportunity to get to
know a member of our gathering whom I would not otherwise experience.”  Ron Maner

“Everyone is always so happy to see us. We sometimes also serve communion to care
givers who cannot get to their church. I feel God is with me.”  Jan Hazel

“We are always graciously received and told how much it means to the people we visit.
We also have care givers, other residents, family members and hospital staff who have
participated at times.  I think it’s what is meant when we say someone can be “God’s
hands and feet” in the community.”  Lynn McLauchlan 

It has been a joy and honor to serve our Messiah congregation as a Eucharistic minister.
From a personal standpoint I have enjoyed meeting the elders of our congregation and
have been blessed by hearing their personal stories and witnesses of faith.  Sharing the
Lord’s Supper with our home bound members confirms in me the meaning of what I
confess each week in the Apostle’s Creed, of believing in the “communion of saints.” We
are truly one in the Spirit as we share our Lord’s healing presence and peace with one
another. It is holy time which we carry home with us.

For further information and to volunteer to participate, please contact Jan Hazel or Pastor
Talsness.
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News from the Outreach Ministry
Sandy Schmoll, Chairman

We Grew to Serve in the Spirit of Christmas

This truly has been a season of giving.  The wonderful members of Messiah have once
again given so generously to those in need in our community.

The response to the Giving Tree for Coastal Georgia
Comprehensive Academy was wonderful.  Gifts, as requested by
the students, were provided for 47 students from 36 different
families.  Our members selected requests from the tree, shopped
for and wrapped those gifts, and returned them to the church –
on time!  In the words of our own Steve Derr, CGCA principal,
these students and families “will have a nicer Christmas due to
Messiah’s generosity.”

Our other Giving Tree benefitted the families staying at the Ronald McDonald House over
Christmas because of the hospitalization of a child. At any given time, there can be up to
13 families at the house.  They have to live at least 30 miles away from the hospital to
qualify to stay there. Gifts and donations from Messiah members provided for 26 stockings
filled with personal care items, 13 male and 13 female, for the moms and dads.  Through
donations, 20 gasoline gift cards were purchased to help with the families’ fuel costs. In
addition, we were able to buy items needed for the house on an on-going basis, as listed
on their 2016 Wish List.

There are several individuals who deserve special thanks for their help in making these
wonderful giving opportunities successful: Steve Derr, for coordinating the needs of his
students and transporting and distributing the gifts to those at CGCA, and Lynn Townsend
for the many hours she has given in the coordination, organization, and gift procurement
and delivery associated with the Ronald McDonald House tree. Those also assisting in all
of these activities have been Outreach Ministry members Connie Squibb and Linda Jacla.
It is my honor and privilege to work with such a great team!

Special mention also goes to Shirley and Phil Nack.  They contributed Thrivent Action Team
funds to both of these Giving Trees, further amplifying the generosity of our congregational
giving. 

Thank you so much for your support of these programs!  Through your
generosity, you have brightened the season for many throughout our
community.   A very Happy New Year to you all!
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Messiah Lutheran Does Outreach – Locally

The following article was posted on a blog on www.ELCA.org.
It covers the “Day of Rest” event in which Messiah participated.

Hurricane Matthew: A Day of Rest
Posted on November 30, 2016 by Sharei Green
http://blogs.elca.org/disasterresponse/hm-2/

In early October, many of us watched as Hurricane Matthew devastated the Caribbean and
powered its way towards the U.S.  Florida, Georgia, and the Carolinas braced themselves
as Matthew moved in their direction.

After the hurricane dispelled and rivers receded, thousands of people, still reeling from the
impact, were left with the work of putting their lives back together. Even now, across all
affected U.S. states and internationally, people are still in the early stages of relief: living
in hotels, mucking out homes, etc.

Lutheran Disaster Response, in partnership with its affiliate social ministry organizations,
local synods and congregations, are present on the ground working in these communities.

In Georgia, 10 Lutheran Congregations in the Savannah area (listed below) heard about
a community that had been severely affected by the hurricane.  Pastor Jim Nelson of Holy
Spirit Lutheran in Savannah, GA said, “We came together and discussed what we could do,
as Lutherans, to help this community.”

The community, located on the west side of Savannah, already faced many poverty-related
challenges.  About 100 households of the apartment complex were impacted by the
flooding. Some residents evacuated at the news of the hurricane and found their
belongings completely ruined when they returned. Others stayed in their homes and
watched as the flood waters entered their homes; they saved what they could from the
flood waters but not much was left.

On October 29th, in coordination with the County Commissioner and the local Red Cross,
members of these congregations arrived at the apartment complex to provide a Day of
Rest; a break from the everyday burden of mucking out homes, to have a meal and
fellowship. They brought food, clothes, flood buckets, and an inflatable bounce house for
the children.  After a day of food, fun and conversation, a new relationship had been built
between the congregations and the community.”We’re in it for the long haul,” Pastor Jim
said. “Whatever we do, we’ll do it together.”

A Lutheran Disaster Response coordinator once said, “There are times when we are the
only Bible disaster survivors see.”  They went on to say, “We simply try to be the hands
and feet of God, giving witness to the life giving love of Christ.”  Our affiliated SMOs,
synods, and congregations, like the 10 in Savannah, are important to the ministry of
Lutheran Disaster Response because we are all the church, responding to disasters in the

http://www.ELCA.org
http://blogs.elca.org/disasterresponse/hm-2/
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name of Christ, for the sake of our beloved community.  We are thankful for their presence
now and in the time to come.

Lutheran Disaster Response will continue to accompany congregations, synods, trusted
partners and companion churches that know the communities well and will walk with
people on the road to recovery.
 
Be a part of the response

Pray:  Continue to pray for the people who have been affected by Hurricane Matthew. May
God’s healing presence give them peace and hope in their time of need.

Give:  We still need your help. Gifts to “Hurricane Matthew” will be used to assist those
affected by the hurricane until the response is complete.  Donate now at:

http://community.elca.org/donations/hurricane-matthew

Connect: Stay connected to the latest events and our response to this and other disasters:

• Like Lutheran Disaster Response on Facebook
• Follow @ELCALDR on Twitter
• Sign up to receive Lutheran Disaster Response alerts at:

http://listserv.elca.org/cgi-bin/wa.exe?SUBED1=DISASTER&A=1
• Check the Lutheran Disaster Response blog at:

http://blogs.elca.org/disasterresponse/

Participating Congregations 

Ascension Lutheran Church
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (Garden City)
Holy Spirit Lutheran Church
Jerusalem Lutheran Church (Rincon)
Lord of Life (St. Simon’s Island)

Messiah Lutheran Church
Redeemer Lutheran Church
St. James Lutheran Church (Brunswick)
St. John Lutheran Church (Rincon)
St. Paul Lutheran Church

Our Prayer Network currently has 15 members who pray
daily for members of our congregation, their family
members, and/or friends. All prayer requests are kept
confidential unless permission is granted to include the
name in the monthly newsletter and in prayers said in
church.

If you have a prayer request for the Prayer Network, please notify Pastor Jason or Diane
Munroe.  If you are interested in becoming a member of the Prayer Network, please
contact Diane (djmunroe@bellsouth.net).

http://community.elca.org/donations/hurricane-matthew
http://listserv.elca.org/cgi-bin/wa.exe?SUBED1=DISASTER&A=1
http://blogs.elca.org/disasterresponse/
mailto:djmunroe@bellsouth.net
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News from the Worship & Music Ministry
Tom Olson, Chairman

What a wonderful Advent and Christmas Season!  Advent included  the
Wednesday evening 4-Ds – Dinner (soup and sandwiches by our Men’s
Group), Drama (stories from the House of David), Discussion (led by
Pastor Jason, Clyde Olson, and Joy Olson), and Dessert.

The worship services leading to Christmas and during our Capital
Campaign were perfect for our preparation.  The campaign temple talks
by members addressed the campaign thinking and process wonderfully.

 Pastor’s sermons led us through Advent to the Christmas Season.  Our
Sunday Worship Service and Fellowship on December 18, Commitment Sunday, was a
beautiful conclusion to a most successful campaign.  And hopefully, everyone enjoyed the
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day worship services with family, friends, fellow
congregational members, and guests.

Our wish is that all have had a blessed Advent and Christmas Season and an active or
restful Holiday Season, just as you wished!

Liturgical Colors during Epiphany
“Epiphany” – from the Greek for “manifestation” or “appearance”

On the day of Epiphany (Friday, January 6, 2017), the church celebrates the revelation of
Christ to all nations as represented by the magi who come to worship Jesus. The church
calendar recognizes the season of Epiphany from January 6 until the last Sunday before
Ash Wednesday which is celebrated as the Transfiguration of our Lord. The length of the
season of Epiphany varies and is determined by working backwards through the season of
Lent from the moveable date for the celebration of Easter. 

Principal Themes
^ The revelation of Christ to all nations
^ Jesus’ baptism in the River Jordan
^ Christ as the light of the world 
^ The public ministry of Jesus Christ, including Jesus’ first miracle of turning

water into wine at the wedding at Canaan
^ Growth in a Christian’s baptized identity

Color of the Season
^ White, a color associated with the festivals of Christ and suggesting gladness, joy

and light for the day of Epiphany, the first week after the Epiphany when the
Baptism of our Lord is celebrated, and the last week of the season of Epiphany when
the Transfiguration of our Lord is celebrated.

^ Green, the color used for times when festival or penitential colors are not
appropriate. Green is reminiscent of living plants and suggests spiritual growth.
Green is used in the season of Epiphany beginning with the second week after the
Epiphany until the week before the Transfiguration of our Lord is celebrated.

Source: www.ELCA.org

http://www.ELCA.org
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 Note to Choir: This year, we
 made sure to decorate the 
 side of tree that you see!

From our Photo Album .  .  .

December 3: Decorating the Church for Christmas, all in one Day!

December 3 –
Messiah Elves
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Linda Jacla & Barb Tinker
on December 4.

The Nguyen family on December 11.

The Camizzi family on December 18.

Lighting the Advent Wreath

We welcomed new member Don Schaet on December 4
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Advent Dramas, continued into December

This year, Joy Olson picked the theme “From the House and Lineage of David” for the
Advent dramas.  The second Advent drama was on Wednesday, December 7, following the
Soup & Sandwich Supper sponsored by the Men’s Group.  The drama on December 7
centered on story of David and Goliath.
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The third Advent drama, on Wednesday, December 14, centered on story of the angel
Gabriel’s announcement to Mary and Joseph of the conception of Jesus.

Sunday, December 11
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The Annual Christmas Party, December 11
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Commitment Sunday, December 18

The results: $638,474!
God is Good.  All the time!

A euphoric reaction!  A sign of relief!

Pastor Ann Bassett announces the results!
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Highlights from Church Council’s Meeting on December 20, 2016

Please note the following highlights have been taken from the draft
minutes that will be presented for approval at Council’s January 2017 meeting.

• Pastor’s Report: Pastor Jason reported the following:
< Update on Strategic Plan.  Planning will reconvene in January.
< 500th Anniversary of the Reformation in 2017.  The plan is for a year-long emphasis

on the Reformation and our identity as Lutherans.  This will be accomplished via
newsletter article/ blog, and a sermon series or two.   The culmination will be in
October when the (Roman Catholic) Cathedral of John the Baptist will host a
commemoration with our synodical bishop the Rev. Julian Gordy and the most
Reverend Gregory John Hartmayer, the Bishop of archdiocese of Savannah.

< Visitations.  Home - 9, Hospital - 11, and Outings - 5.
• Christian Education Ministry Report: Tom Thomas reported that the Gospel Series

offered during the Sunday morning Adult Bible Study is completed, and that the
remainder of the year is planned.

• Evangelism Ministry Report: Peggy Pearson reported on the following:
< Activity on the new website: www.MessiahSI.org. The site has had 1,471 hits, with an

all-time one day high of 92 on November 17. She encouraged everyone to visit the
facebook site. These venues are used more and more for reaching out to the community.

< The on-line giving section of the website has note been activated yet.  After
discussion, it was determined a complete report will be provided at the next meeting,
so we can move forward.

• Finance Ministry Report:  Steve Allen, Chair, and Terry Blaney, Treasurer.
< They distributed a Balance Sheet and an Analysis of Revenues and Expenses.  For

clarity, it was determined a review of the line items would be helpful for future
reviews.

< Action Item:  During the transition, Terry Blaney, Steve Allen, and Parker Pearson
will get the line items identified, particularly those in the designated gift areas.

< Action Item:  Audit to be completed of the year end final financial report, and
audited financial report provided to the congregation (see Congregational Meeting
minutes) as soon as practical in the new year (reflecting the final payments to
benevolence and mortgage reduction).

< The financial position is in a positive position as of the date of the report. If this
holds up at the end of year, we will be in a position to make benevolence gift and an
extra mortgage reduction payment as specified by the current amended constitution.

• Property Ministry Report: Tim Andrews reported that our insurance company has
provided the initial check for roof damage/replacement, made payable to Messiah and
Mission Investment Fund.  After sign off by MIF, the replacement of the roof will begin
early January.  Repair of water damage as a result of the leaks will begin after the
replacement.

• Stewardship Ministry Report: George Lawrence reported that as of December 20, 57
pledges, totally $360,000, have been received.  Last year 62 pledges were received, but
the dollars were fewer.  Additional pledges are expected to come in.

• New Business: Pastor Jason reported that area Lutherans have been asked to
participate in the Martin Luther King Parade, and that he was assigned the task of
getting the parade permit.  Council concurred and agreed to authorize a payment for
the permit.

http://www.MessiahSI.org
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Highlights of the

Annual Meeting of the Congregation

held on November 20, 2016

Please note the following highlights have been taken from the draft minutes of the 2016 Annual

Congregational Meeting.  The complete minutes will be presented for approval at the Annual Meeting of the

congregation to be held in 2017.

• Minutes approved: Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Congregation held on
November 22, 2015, as printed in the November 18, 2016 Annual Report.

• Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Talsness reported, among other things, that:
(i) Intentional growth in faith, service, fellowship, and worship occurred during the

past year.
(ii)  Based on research, congregations of Messiah’s age (22 years), often lose track

of vision as they try to maintain programs, structures and relationships and need to
recast a future vision.  We are entering an important time for mapping where we want
to go together as a community of followers of Christ.  A strategic planning team was
formed, and a congregational survey was conducted through a church consultant; the
results of the survey were shared earlier this year. The strategic plan will be shared
with the congregation in early 2017.  In tandem, council appointed a team to look at
Messiah’s debt.  Recommendations were made to do a capital appeal campaign focused
on managing our debt.  It was supported by the council and the congregation based on
survey results.  The capital appeal campaign will begin November 20 and run for four
weeks. He commended this congregation for taking these steps as our ministry has
been hampered by this burden.

(iii) Pastor further reflected on Messiah’s ministry and would like us to have vision
for the future where we are no longer burdened by unmanageable debt; a future where
we serve, grow in faith, and minister to families of different ages and shapes.  Our
mission is to reflect God’s love to this island, the city of Savannah, and beyond.  He
invited the congregation to dream what this looks like for Messiah.

(Please see the Pastor’s Report in its entirety in the 2016 Annual Report.) 
• President’s Report: Tom Thomas noted that:

(i) It is a very special time in the life of Messiah and it has been an honor to serve
Messiah Lutheran Church and Council for 2016. He thanked the current council
members for a productive year.  He also expressed gratitude to Pastor Jason in his role
of spiritual leader for Messiah, his leadership, concern for the congregation and his
attention to administrative details.

(ii) Two vital activates are soon to be realized: Strategic Planning and the Capital
Campaign to manage our outstanding mortgages.  Tom thanked all who have worked
over the past several months and the congregation’s support for both of these projects.

(iii) Tom introduced Pastor Ann Bassett, consultant for the Mission Investment
Fund, to the congregation and she briefly touched on her role in the capital campaign.

(iv) This year, we say good bye and thank you to the following council members
for their service over the past three years:

Tom Thomas – President 2016 and Christian Education Ministry Chair
Peggy Pearson – Secretary 2015-2016 and Evangelism Ministry Chair
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• Finance Ministry’s Report: Steve Allen reported that the approved 2016 Budget of
$403,000 reflects a net year-end income of $4,316.  All special contributions designated
for the Mortgage Reduction Fund will be sent to the Mission Investment Fund by
December 31, 2016.  Any special contributions designated to Benevolence also will be
presented to the Synod

• 2017 Budget: The proposed 2017 Budget estimates expenses of $398,570* and a
projected giving level of $403,000, with a year-end income of $6,930. A MOTION was
made, seconded, and passed approving the proposed 2017 Budget of $403,000 as
presented.

* This amount is lower than previous years, in part due to the creation of a restricted
capital expense account that addresses capital repair expenditures.

Action Item:  After discussion on the floor, Rob Fritz made a motion to publish the year
end audited financials for distribution to the congregation (to include amount of
benevolence sent to the Synod and mortgage debt retirement data). The motion was
seconded and passed.

• Elections: A MOTION was made, seconded, and passed to approve the following:

< Church Council
For three-year terms (January 1, 2017 - December 31, 2019)
Linda Jacla
Barbara Tinker
George Lawrence
For one-year term
(completing a late-term vacancy, January 1, 2017 - December 31, 2017)
Steve Allen

< 2017 Nominating Committee
(one year term, January 1, 2017 - December 31, 2017)
Tom Thomas- past council representative
Peggy Pearson - past council representative
Connie Squibb
Terri Breyman
Cheryl Liebgott
Susan Whitaker
Rick Gowthrop

< 2017 Audit Committee
(two year term- rotation)
Greg Stinson (2016- 2017)
Carol Duren  (2016- 2017)
Diana Wilson (2017- 2018)
Verne Hartson (2017-2018)

< Treasurer
(two year term, January 1, 2017 - December 31, 2018)
Parker Pearson
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Help Keep Our Records Current
Have you changed your e-mail address?  Moved?  Have a new mailing address?  New home
or cell telephone number?  New work telephone number?  Please share updates with the
church office by calling 598-1188 or e-mailing MessiahSk@gmail.com.
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