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The First Christmas Carol: The Magnificat

Among the many joys of this season is the music.  Christmas songs are in the air, around
us wherever we go, whatever we are doing: on the radio, in the stores, and at home. Some
Christmas songs have nothing to do with the sacred. Instead, the focus is on “Christmas
time in the city” or “chestnuts roasting on an open fire.”  Other songs are about the faith,
many of which we can remember hearing on our first handful of Christmases. Some songs
are quiet and reflective such as “Silent Night” and “Away in a Manger.”  Others are full of
energy, such as “Joy to the World” and “Angels we Have Heard on High.”  We love these
songs in part because they remind us of prior Christmases. But we mainly love them
because of the messages they contain, that Christ was born in Bethlehem, Emanuel, which
means “God with us.”

We call Christmas songs “carols,” which is a word with French roots.  Carols are defined
as songs that are religious, seasonal, and originally connected to dance. There used to be
carols for other occasions. Today, carols are synonymous with Christmas.  As curious as
the word “carol” might seem today (after all, no one sings any Thanksgiving carols!), it
doesn’t take much of a cognitive jump to connect “carols” to “chorale.”

Christmas carols are treasures, over hundreds of years they’ve been collected and added
to the pool of Christmas songs we call upon during the seasons of Advent and Christmas.
But what was the first Christmas Carol?  “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” is among the
oldest with the text dating to the fifth century and the tune dating to medieval Europe’s
monastic plainchant.
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But there is one carol older than that. We know that the first hymn sung about Christmas
was by Jesus’ mother. Upon hearing from the angel Gabriel about her being chosen by God
to bear the Christ-child, Mary broke out into praise about her son Jesus in Luke chapter 1.
This song is called “The Magnificat” due to the Latin translation of the first verse: “My soul
magnifies the Lord.”  Mary, pregnant with Jesus, sings of what this savior will accomplish.

On Wednesdays this month we will feature Advent midweek
gatherings, starting at 6:00 p.m.  We will have a light supper
followed at 6:30 p.m. by worship in the Fellowship Hall, ending at
7:00.  We will be using an acclaimed worship setting, Holden Evening
Prayer, and during a brief message consider this first Christmas carol.
Each week we will consider The Magnificat. Here is the schedule for
the themes:

Dec. 6: Luke 1:46-49 God will raise our spirits. 
Dec. 13: Luke 1:50-53 God will turn things around and upside down
Dec. 20: Luke 1:54-56 God will be Faithful

This year, as we sing these familiar songs from yesteryear, we do well to
hearken back to that first Christmas carol. In this song, Mary sings of the
greatness of God, how Christ will come to right the wrongs of the world, and
she proclaims the Lord’s faithfulness. As we enter the frenzy of the season,
Mary grounds us in what Christmas is all about. 

Have a Merry Christmas,
Pastor Jason Talsness

This is Christ’s church.  There is a place for you here.
We are the church that shares a living, daring confidence in God’s grace.  Liberated by our faith,
we embrace you as a whole person — questions, complexities and all.  Join us as we do God’s
work in Christ’s name for the life of the world. Source: www.ELCA.org

12/3 Connie & Billy Ray’s 29th

12/6 Liz & Rick Gowthrop’s 20th

12/21 Lana & Eric Gilster’s 49th

12/26 Terri & Terry Breyman’s 38th

12/26 Sandy & Steve Schmoll’s 32nd

12/27 Susan & Tom Richardson’s 48th

12/1 Lyric Olson

12/3 Tom Woiwode

12/5 Frank Camizzi

12/5 Phil Nack

12/7 Roman Camizzi

12/8 Tom Richardson

12/9 Terry Blaney

12/11 Luke Nguyen

12/11 Elijah Nguyen

12/11 Ryder Nguyen

12/11 Tom Olson

12/12 Hailey Woiwode

12/13 Eric Gilster

12/14 George Anderson

12/16 Caroline Peper

12/21 Jim Poole (III)

12/22 Ellen Olson

12/30 Kathy Fritz

http://www.ELCA.org
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† Prayers of support for Jennifer Nguyen, her family, and the friends of
Jennifer’s mother Lorna Jean Haseley Wentzel, of Grand Blanc, MI, age 73,
who died on Thursday, November 9, 2017, at the Karmanos Cancer Institute
in Detroit, MI.
† Prayers of support for former member Margaret Paulsen, her family, and
the friends of Margaret’s mother LaNell Viola Bethke Dube, of Grapevine,
TX, age 78, who died on Friday, November 17, 2017.
† Prayers of support for Babette Borsani, her family, and the friends of
Babette’s sister Alinda Borsani, who died in early October.
† Prayers of support for Greg Stinson, his family, and the friends of Greg’s
mother Shirley Stinson and Greg’s cousin Jan Stinson, who recently died.
† Prayers of support for Dick Kaylor, his family, and the friends of Dick’s
wife Nancy Kaylor, who died on September 3, 2017.

† Prayers of healing for our members, friends, and relatives undergoing
special care and treatment: Cathie Barefoot, Cole and Elliot (twin sons born
prematurely in September 2016 to Meaghan Andrews (Tim Andrews’
daughter) and her husband Rob Springer), Anne Dobra (Pattye & Clarke
Field’s sister-in-law), Andrea Felkins, Levi Ingvalson (Lana & Eric Gilster’s
four year old grandnephew), Christine Kumagai, Ray Kunsman, Bridget
(Shirley & Phil Nack’s granddaughter), Cindy Lockwood (Anne Jeanblanc’s
sister-in-law), Judy Nord, Tom Richardson, Linda Shadel , Kathyrn
Turenne, and Marguerite Weisemann.

December Announcements

Copies of the December issue of THE LUTHERAN, the official news magazine of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, as well as DAILY DEVOTIONAL BOOKLETS for the
4th quarter of 2017, are available on the table in the entrance foyer of the sanctuary.
Also, a limited number of LARGE PRINT devotionals are available.

CERTAIN SCHEDULED MEETINGS & EVENTS IN DECEMBER
< Birthday Sunday is December 10.  If your birthday is this month, be sure to come to

church on the 10th so that we can celebrate your birth!
< Women’s Monday Morning Bible Study is taking off the month of December, but will

begin and continue the Kerygma study of Romans on Monday, January 8.  See you then.
< Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study will meet each Wednesday in December, except

December 27, at 8:00 a.m. in the card room at the Marshwood Club in The Landings.
For more info, see within.

< Evangelism Ministry will meet at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, December 5.
< Church Council will meet at 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, December 12 (note change).
< Craft 'n Gab will meet at 9:30 a.m. on Saturday, December 16.  This month’s plan is

for something different!  See within for details.
< Evangelism’s Caring Card Ministry will meet at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday,

December 30.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER OUR SISTERS AND BROTHERS

Church Office will be closed: December 15, 18, 19, 25, 27, & 28.
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Saturday, December 2

. . . and the Church &

the Fellowship Hall!

MEN OF MESSIAH!  If you can help set up and trim the Christmas
Tree in the Sanctuary, please be at the church at 8:30 a.m.
Questions?  Call Phil Nack (598-7047).

WOMEN & MEN & CHILDREN OF MESSIAH!  If you can help decorate the rest of the church
(including the smaller tree in the Fellowship Hall), please be at the church at 9:00 a.m.
Questions?  Call Jill Poole (H: 598-7170; C: 441-7170).

Wednesdays, December 6, 13, & 20

Join us at 6:00 p.m. during Advent in the Fellowship Hall for
Wednesday Night Soup & Suppers sponsored by Messiah’s Men’s
Group.  No sign-up needed, but it is helpful.  Just come – and
invite your visiting family members, friends and neighbors, too!

Following this special time of fellowship, there will be a worship
service in the Fellowship Hall, from 6:30 to 7:00 p.m. The theme

for these services will be Mary’s Song and The Magnificat.  Worship will feature excerpts
from the noted worship service setting Holden Evening Prayer by Marty Haugen.

The sanctuary will be decorated with Poinsettias for Christmas.
We invite you to give a Poinsettia in honor or memory of a loved
one.  The dedications will be listed in the Christmas Eve bulletin.
The cost is $12.00 per plant.  Order envelopes are available in the
Narthex.  Please return your order to the church office, or place
it in the offering plate, with your payment by Monday,
December 11.

WHAT: Christmas Party!
DATE & TIME: Sunday, December 10, 2017 at 5:30 p.m.
WHERE: Fellowship Hall
ACTIVITIES: Good food, good fellowship, and fun for all with a visit

from Santa Claus and the singing of Christmas carols
DINNER: Potluck!  Wine, coffee, hot tea, and ice tea will be

provided.  We need you to sign up to bring a dish for
12 that you would like to share*.

* A special invitation to families with children in their midst:
Please come as our guests with absolutely no need to provide a dish.
We always have so much food, we would like to treat you!
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Sunday, December 3
1st Sunday in Advent
9:00 a.m. Worship Service
~ Communion

Wednesday, December 6
6:00 p.m. Soup & Sandwich
Supper
6:30 - 7:00 p.m. Advent
Worship Service

Sunday, December 10
2nd Sunday in Advent
9:00 a.m. Worship Service ~
Communion
5:30 p.m. Christmas Party

Wednesday, December 13
6:00 p.m. Soup & Sandwich Supper
6:30 - 7:00 p.m. Advent
Worship Service

Sunday, December 17
3rd Sunday in Advent
9:00 a.m. Worship Service
5:30 p.m. Longest Night Service
at Messiah Lutheran

Wednesday, December 20
6:00 p.m. Soup & Sandwich
Supper
6:30 - 7:00 p.m. Advent
Worship Service

Sunday, December 24
4th Sunday in Advent
9:00 a.m. Worship Service

Sunday, December 24
Nativity of our Lord – Christmas Eve
6:00 p.m. Candlelight Service
~Traditional Service of
Lessons and Carols ~ Communion
5:40 p.m. Music Prelude
The nursery will be open.

Monday, December 25
Christmas
No service on Christmas Day.

Liturgical Colors

What are the meaning and use of liturgical colors during Advent and Christmas?  In the
Christian tradition colors are used for vestments and paraments, but a unified system of
colors developed only gradually and haphazardly until and through the Middle Ages. Today,
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America provides a system of colors for use by its
member congregations.   The colors serve to adorn the worship space, and to call attention
to the nature of the season or festival being celebrated.  A brief summary of their usage
during Advent and Christmas follows.

Advent: Blue is used for Advent’s references to hope.  The use of the color blue originated
in Scandinavia, probably because purple dye was too expensive for churches to use. The
alternate color for Advent is purple, the royal color of the coming King (note that this is a
different meaning than when it is used in Lent).

Christmas: White is used as a reference to the purity of the newborn Christ and to our
light and joy in him.  The Christmas season celebrates the birth of Jesus Christ, the
incarnation of God.  It lasts for 12 days, December 24 through January 5, the eve of the
Epiphany of our Lord.

SOURCE: www.ELCA.org

http://www.ELCA.org
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Sunday, December 17, 5:30 p.m.

The holidays can be a difficult time.  There will be a
special service for those suffering grief and loss this
Christmas season.  Called “The Longest Night,” this
special service will acknowledge the hardship that
many face this time of year. It will be a joint service,
held at Messiah Lutheran, together with the Stephens
Ministry program and Skidaway Presbyterian Church.
The new associate pastor at the Presbyterian Church,
the Rev. Deanie Strength, will preach.

Dear Messiah Family,

Christmas is in the air.  Trees are going up and decorations
are coming out both in our homes and in our church.  What
a wonderful time of the year!

We are truly blessed with the staff we have at Messiah
Lutheran.  Let’s make their Christmas a little brighter.  We
are asking for donations to the Staff Christmas Fund.  You
may contribute by dropping a donation by the office, or putting an envelope in the Sunday
offering plate.  Please add a note to your check that says “Staff Christmas” so we can
differentiate between the offerings.

Joyfully in Christ,
Tom Olson, Council President

To All Members of Messiah,

Thanks so much for your participation in the Annual Congregational
Meeting on November 19, your commitment to activities of the various
Ministries,  your approval of the proposed Annual Budget, and for your
help in getting the three year (actually only 11 months complete)
Capital Campaign well into a very progressive start.

Our Congregation is truly special.

As we start the Advent Season in preparation for Christmas Eve and Christmas, take time
to participate in the Wednesday dinner and service in the Fellowship Hall.  The lessons
should be very interesting.  Also, take time to participate in the Sunday services and
Sunday “Sunday School Classes” for adult learning and discussion.

To all have a blessed December.

Tom Olson,
President
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Christmas Gifts that give back
By Susan B. Barnes

Living Lutheran, November 24, 2017

“It’s better to give than to receive.”

The saying rings true for many of us as we begin Christmas gift shopping, especially when
we consider that it comes from Jesus himself. In Acts 20:35, Paul said: “In all this I have
given you an example that by such work we must support the weak, remembering the
words of the Lord Jesus, for he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’ “

When considering gifts this Christmas season, Kevin L. Strickland, ELCA assistant to the
presiding bishop and executive for worship, suggests, “In this strange new-old time, we can
‘make it simple’ by paying attention to God’s abundance, and proclaiming it by our own
abundant giving.”

What better way to proclaim God’s abundance than by choosing to give gifts that continue
giving after Christmas?  To inspire you, Living Lutheran rounded up gift ideas that give back
to people in need and care for God’s creation.  Read on for inspiration!

Adopt a Star
Budding astrologers on your gift list will delight in having a star to call
their own. Adopt a star, double star, a suspected planet host or a
confirmed planetary system and give a gift that’s out of this world. Not
only that, but you’ll support a nonprofit that helps raise research funds
for the Kepler Asteroseismic Science Consortium, a large team of
international scientists.  www.adoptastar,www.whitedwarf.org

America the Beautiful pass
The National Park Service’s America the Beautiful pass is a gift that
will continue giving to your outdoors-loving family all year long. The
pass covers entrance fees at national parks and national wildlife
refuges, as well as day use fees at national forests and grasslands
– more than 2,000 federal recreation sites.
www.nps.gov/planyourvisit/passes.htm

Earthwatch Institute
A membership to the Institute helps with research costs that aren’t covered by its expansive
and immersive volunteer expeditions. Or give the gift of an entire expedition for your loved
one to work alongside scientists and researchers in the field that interests them most:
wildlife and ecosystems, climate change, archaeology or ocean health.
www.earthwatch.org

http://www.adoptastar,www.whitedwarf.org
http://www.nps.gov/planyourvisit/passes.htm
http://www.earthwatch.org
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ELCA Good Gifts
With more than 50 options, from honeybees to goats to school supplies to medical
checkups, ELCA Good Gifts makes it easy to honor your gift recipients in meaningful ways
that help people in need in the more than 80 countries in which the ELCA has a presence.

Sending a “good gift” is easy. First, choose your gift from the catalog. Second, announce
your gift by printing off one of the online printable cards, or request cards to be mailed
directly to you for giving. (When you make a gift online, you also have an option to
personalize free, printed cards that will be sent directly to your giftee).  Third, know that
more than 90 percent of your gifts directly support Lutheran ministries near and far. To
make the gifts more personal, you can choose the causes that are closest to your recipients’
hearts.  www.elca.org/goodgifts

Make it Fair Trade
There’s a lot of talk about fair trade, but just what does it mean? According to Fair Trade
USA, “Fair-Trade Certified” products are made with respect to people and the planet, with
products ranging from coffee and chocolate to body care and clothes. To be sure you’re
buying certified products, look for the label. Equal Exchange is one worker-owned
cooperative that offers fair-trade goods.

Lutheran World Relief (LWR)
Farmers Market Coffee partners with farmers to help transform
communities that depend on coffee crops to support their families. Not
only can you give the gift of a delicious cup of hot coffee, but you’ll know
that your gift funds LWR projects worldwide.

For more fair-trade gift ideas, take a look at Ten Thousand Villages, with
an online shop and brick-and-mortar stores, that works with 20,000 makers in 30
developing countries; and Servv, which connects shoppers with artisans and farmers in 25
countries to lift them and their families out of poverty.
www.fairtradeusa.org
www.tenthousandvillages.com

www.lwrfarmersmarket.org
www.serrv.org

Adopt an animal
You can’t take the animal(s) you adopt home, but you can virtually adopt wild animals as
gifts while supporting international, national or local animal groups.
www.savethemanatee.org/adoptpag.htm
www.gifts.worldwildlife.org (click on “special adoptions”)

Another thought to consider when giving this Christmas season: It’s not how much you
spend or how big the gift, but how it will continue giving long past December 25.

“There was no room for Mary and Joseph and the Christ child in the inn, but room was made
for them,” Strickland said, reflecting on the Christmas story. “Even when we might feel that
there’s not enough, God’s abundance is present, and in the Christmas season, we’re
reminded how abundance may look small – like a baby being born in a Bethlehem manger
scene.”

http://www.elca.org/goodgifts
http://www.fairtradeusa.org
http://www.tenthousandvillages.com
http://www.lwrfarmersmarket.org
http://www.serrv.org
http://Www.savethemanatee.org/adoptpag.htm
http://www.gifts.worldwildlife.org


MLC Newsletter ~ December 2017 ~ Page 9

Diane Boyd,
Director

NOTES FROM

THE CHORAL DIRECTOR
Mary Maner

December’s Rehearsal Schedules

Men’s Chorus
Will NOT meet in December

Chancel Choir
Wednesdays, December 6, 13, & 20 at 7:00 p.m.

Women’s Choir and Youth Choir
Sundays, December 3 & 10 after worship.

Come, join a choir, share your talents, and
enjoy the joy of Christian fellowship.

      December’s
Rehearsal Schedule

Brass Plus will meet at
9:00 a.m. each Saturday
in December through
Christmas.
No practice on the 30th.

December’s
Rehearsal Schedule

Look to hear from Joy Olson
about practice times.

December’s Rehearsal Schedule

Wednesdays, December 6, 13, & 20 at 5:00 p.m.
No rehearsal on Wednesday, December 27.

Saturdays, December 9, 16, & 23 at 10:00 a.m.
No rehearsal on Saturday, December 30.

In 2018, regular rehearsals will be on Wednesdays at 5:45
p.m., starting January 3, and on Saturdays at 10:00 a.m.,
starting January 6.
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To the Wednesday evening Advent Suppers & Worship?  To church on
Sundays?  To Men’s or Women’s Bible Study?  To other events at
church (the Christmas Party or Ladies Epiphany Tea)?  Maybe you
aren’t driving any more – or not at night – or just don’t feel up to
driving.  The Parish Life Ministry has the answer for you! It has a
Transportation Committee (a subcommittee of the Sonshine
Committee) on call to help, even on a limited basis to doctor
appointments and for errands. To book a ride, contact Pam Allen
(e-mail allenpr@comcast.net); Home: 598-9746; cell: 663-7235).

News from the Christian Education Ministry
Barbara Tinker, Chairman

On December 3, 10, 17, and 24 we will meet for Adult
Sunday School to delve into the question of why God
would show up in a human body and live among us. In the
series entitled “Why in the World,” Andy Stanley will help
us explore the reasons beyond – that Jesus came to pay
for our sins.  I pray those reasons help you connect with

God in a whole new way during this Christmas season.

So, grab a cup of coffee and join us for Sunday Morning Bible Study at 10:20
a.m. in the conference room.  The discussions are always interesting and you
will be amazed how your faith grows when you share it!

The Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study will meet each Wednesday in December
except December 27, at 8:00 a.m. in the card room at the Marshwood Club
in The Landings.  All men are welcome to join.

NOTE: Please try to let Pastor Jason know if you plan to attend so that
accurate reservations may be made.  You don’t need to be a member of
The Landings Club to attend and have breakfast.  Also, off-island men
may contact Pastor Jason for a gate pass.

Contributed by
Barb Tinker

Youth Sunday School (6th grade – high
school), led by Steve Derr, will meet in the back
hall classroom each Sunday morning in
December except December 24.  They are using
the Lutheran Traditions curriculum from
Augsburg Fortress.

& Bible Study

mailto:allenpr@comcast.net).
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News from the Outreach Ministry
Sandy Schmoll, Chairman

Serving Others in the Spirit of Christmas

Following the goal of “serving others” included in our Mission
Statement, the Outreach Ministry of Messiah is pleased to offer
two Giving Tree opportunities for providing Christmas gifts to the
less fortunate in our community.  One tree will benefit the
students and families served by the Coastal Georgia
Comprehensive Academy (CGCA).  The other tree will benefit the
families staying at the Ronald McDonald House, as they deal with
a serious illness of a child at Christmas time.

Both trees are in the Narthex.  Please stop by and select an
ornament (or a few!). Then, have fun shopping for the item or items listed on the
ornament(s)!  All gifts for CGCA must be returned to the church by Sunday, December 10.
All gifts for the Ronald McDonald House must be returned to the church by Sunday,
December 17.  Members of the Outreach Ministry will be available to help with any
questions and to receive purchased gifts. 

Thank you for your support of these two trees.  What a great way to spread Christ’s love
during this season!

On a personal note . . . 

It has been my pleasure and honor to serve as
the Outreach Ministry Chairperson for the last
three years.  The congregation’s support of our
many projects has been overwhelming, and I
look forward to continuing to serve Messiah and
our Lord where my time and talents lead me.

With gratitude and thankfulness.
Sandy Schmoll

Blessings

On behalf of Steve Derr and the families of children at the Coastal
Georgia Comprehensive Academy (CGCA), the Outreach Ministry would
like to thank the congregation for an overwhelmingly generous response
to this year’s Thanksgiving Basket Appeal.  Because of your compassion
for this project, a total of 60 CGCA families had a brighter Thanksgiving!
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Update on 2017 Free Market at Fort Stewart
Contributed by John Duren

In October, the Outreach Ministry asked for the congregation’s support of the Free Market
at Fort Stewart on October 20, a project sponsored by the Protestant Women of the Chapel
(PWOC).  Free Market is held annually at the Chapel at Fort Stewart for any and all Active
Duty and Retired Soldiers and their families.  This wonderful project works like a Flea
Market except that military families come to the market and select items they need and
receive them gratis.  There were three large deployments of Fort Stewart soldiers to foreign
posts this fall, so the Free Market occurred at an especially opportune time for us to support
the soldiers and their families.

The Free Market was a huge success!  It served over 395 families.  The doors were open
from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  The line wrapped around the chapel building.  As each family
came through the doors to shop, they could take as much as they needed for their families:
clothes, housewares, kitchenwares, electronics, shoes, toys, books, games, accessories,
children’s clothes, and furniture.  All items were donated, some gently used and some brand
new.  Volunteers were encouraged to know as they greeted the families that the families
were grateful and thankful for this opportunity. The majority couldn’t understand why it was
FREE. The response was “Because we want to be a blessing to you and your family just as
the love of Jesus Christ is a free gift.”

Many thanks to Messiah members who supported this worthwhile project with their
donations.

The Protestant Women of the Chapel International is a resource network that
unites, trains and encourages women in the military chapel community in their
spiritual growth. One of its goals is to involve women in the work of the chapel.
Free Markets are one of those works and they are conducted at U.S. military
bases in many places in the world.
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News from the Parish Life Ministry
Jill Poole, Chairman

If you were born in December we want to celebrate you.  Please join us in the
Fellowship Hall after services on December 10 for Birthday Sunday.  Enjoy a slice
of Birthday Cake and a Happy Birthday Serenade from your fellow church
members.

Love to bake? Sweet Treats are always welcome at the Sunday Morning Coffee
Hour and Fellowship Time.  Hate to bake? Store bought treats are welcome too.
The sign up sheet for Coffee Hour is posted on the kiosk in the narthex.

The morning is much better when we have coffee together!

As the 2017 Fellowship Dinners come to a close its time to look ahead
to 2018. The dinners are very popular among our members.  New
groups will start in February 2018.  The Dinner Groups are open to
everyone - Single or Married.  Look for more information in the January
Newsletter.

Parents’ Morning Out!
Do you need some time to Christmas shop or some time to relax?  On
Saturday, December 2 we will offer babysitting services to our church
members. Drop your little ones off at the Church from 9:30 - 1:00. We will
have activities and provide lunch. If you would like to participate, please
sign the sign up sheet posted on the kiosk in the Narthex.

December’s Craft 'n Gab – Come join us!
Saturday, December 16 at 9:30 a.m.

The Craft 'n Gab group wants you to come and join their
group for December! They will be repairing and creating
Christmas tree CHRISMONS.  This project was
scheduled for November, but had to be cancelled
because of illness.  Updated Chrismons will add beauty
and depth to our annual sanctuary tree.  You just need
a willing heart and hands to help on this project. 

Contributed by
Lana Gilster &
Norrita Thorne
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Plan now to attend the Women’s Epiphany Tea on
Saturday, January 6, 2018, starting at 10:00 a.m. in
the Fellowship Hall.  The event is entitled “What’s new
for ME at MLC?” and will be hosted by the ladies of Craft
‘n Gab.  Please signup on the sheet posted on the kiosk
in the narthex.  If you would like to bring a coffee/tea
item to share, please note that on the sign-up sheet. 

We will be highlighting some of the exciting “new”
ministries at Messiah.  And, as is also a tradition at this
event, we will reveal who your Secret Pal was in 2017
and have signup for new Secret Pals for 2018.

You DO NOT have to participate in Secret Pals to attend!  If you can’t attend, but would like
a Secret Pal, please let Argerie Martin or Connie Squibb know and they will include you.

If you have attended this event in the past, we welcome you back.  If you have never
attended, please come!  We want to make this our biggest event ever!

Our next book club will meet on Monday, January 15, 2018,to
discuss Bonhoeffer: Pastor, Prophet, Martyr, Spy by Eric Metaxas.
The group will meet at 3:30 p.m. at the home of Rachel Maloney,
13 Highgate Lane, The Landings (Tel: 678-697-3444).  Off-island
attendees may contact Rachel for a gate pass.  Please sign up on
the sheet posted on the kiosk in the Narthex.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a young pastor during the time that Hitler and the Nazis seduced
a nation and attempted to exterminate the Jews of Europe.  Bonhoeffer became one of the
first to speak out against Hitler.  As a double agent, he joined the plot to assassinate Hitler,
and he was hanged in Flossenburg concentration camp at age 39.  Since his death,
Bonhoeffer has grown to be one of the most fascinating, complex figures of the 20th
century.

In the first major biography of Bonhoeffer in forty years, New York Times
best-selling author Eric Metaxas takes both strands of Bonhoeffer’s life
– the theologian and the spy – and draws them together to tell a searing
story of incredible moral courage in the face of monstrous evil. In a
deeply moving narrative, Metaxas uses previously unavailable
documents, including personal letters, detailed journal entries, and
firsthand personal accounts, to reveal dimensions of Bonhoeffer’s life and
theology never before seen.

In 2011, Metaxas was the 17th recipient of the Canterbury Medal
awarded by the Becket Fund for Religious Freedom. Previous medalists
include Mitt Romney, Chuck Colson, and Elie Wiesel.  He has testified
before Congress about the rise of anti-Semitism in the U.S. and abroad.
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News from the Property Ministry
Tim Andrews, Chairman

Here and There Around the Church

In December, we will be updating our audio visual system with new
microphones and tuning the mixer boards for both the sanctuary and the
fellowship hall.

The Worship and Music Ministry has requested shelving units for the area
behind the sanctuary.  We will get these during December and install them
along with the rack for the banners.

If you see something that needs attention, please tell Tim Andrews.

News from the Stewardship Ministry
George Lawrence, Chairman

It’s a sad sight to see a grown man cry!  But that will be what’s in
store for anyone who is around George if more pledge cards and
Time and Talent cards don’t come in soon!  Receipt of those items
is so critical for next year’s budget that George is imploring those
of you who still haven’t returned them to take a moment to
complete them.  Then either place your completed forms in the
offering plate or give them to Cynthia in the church office who will
give the pledge cards to our Confidential Financial Secretary.  We
know there are many demands on your time, but we surely would appreciate this gesture
of good will toward George. To perhaps persuade you, harken the words in Nehemiah
10:37-38: “Israel obeys God and brings the tithes to the storehouse.”  George and the
Stewardship Ministry thank you in advance for your response.

News from the Worship & Music Ministry
Tom Olson, Chairman

Members of the Worship and Music Ministry have been working
with Pastor Talsness to organize the Advent Wednesday evening
dinners and worship services.  This will be a wonderful time of
dinner with fellow members (but also, feel free to invite visiting
family members and local friends) and then an informal worship
service in the Fellowship Hall.

Worship and Music hopes to have some significant updates made
to the Sanctuary’s audio-visual system before we get into the Advent season.  The goal is
to have better sound throughout the Sanctuary by using more up-to-date pastoral
microphones and providing up-to-date hearing devices for persons with hearing problems.
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Highlights from Church Council’s Meeting on November 21, 2017

Please note the following highlights have been taken from the draft
minutes that will be presented for approval at Council’s December 2017 meeting.

• Pastor’s Report.  Pastor Talsness reported the following:
< The Arts at Messiah Arts.  This concert series finished another successful year and

attendance and contributions remain strong.  Messiah’s budget does not supplement
the concerts.  It exists solely through donors and attendees at the concerts.  The
artists for 2018 have been booked.  There are some questions from specific members
of the congregation regarding the types of music offered and Richard Myers, Director
of the series, is open to feedback.  His bias is to continue the concert series in a
similar format with similar types of music, but thinks it is important to revisit the
question of types of music from time to time.

< Church facility use by outside groups.  Discussion at last month’s meeting led Pastor
to analyze facility usage by outside groups.   He distributed a handout that shows a
dramatic increase in usage since 2013.  There was a larger increase in 2017 mostly
due to remodeling taking place at Plantation Club.  Tim Andrews has expressed an
interest in examining our Building Use Policy regarding our practice versus the
guidelines.  Tim also suggested that the Property Ministry be responsible for
monitoring facility usage.  This suggestion, along with a report regarding our practice
versus guidelines, will be reported on at a later meeting.

< Health Ministry.  Connie Squibb has assembled a Health Ministry team.  Plans are
underway to have an emphasis on heart health in February with some training of
ushers and greeters for procedures should a worshiper have a cardiac incident.  The
Health Ministry team will be commissioned a Sunday in January, possibly January 21.

< Visitation.  Since last month: 5 hospital, 8 home, 2 evangelism, and 3 outings.
• Evangelism Ministry Report.  Linda Jacla reported that Faith Ambassador training will

begin soon and members will be asked to bing guest to join in the training.  Work has
begun on advertising for Advent and Christmas Eve service.

• Outreach Ministry Report.  Sandy Schmoll reported that members generously donated
60 gift cards for Thanksgiving that went to Coastal Georgia Comprehensive Academy.

• Parish Life Ministry Report.  Jill Poole reported that the Bingo for a Cause event was
a lot of fun with ten people attending with a profit of about $200.  She and Lynn
Townsend will have another bingo party in the future.

• Stewardship Ministry Report.  George Lawrence reported that only 38 pledges have
been received.  It seems people are waiting on Pledge Sunday dedication, but this year,
because of the busy schedule with Reformation Celebration, Thanksgiving, etc., a
dedication Sunday was not planned.  Pastor will remind members of the need to turn in
pledge cards and advise pledge cards are included in bulletin.

• Worship and Music Ministry. Tim Andrews reported for Tom Olson, the following:
< He presented a proposal from Connie Squibb for Sacristy Shelving and Storage at an

estimated cost of $1,000.  A MOTION was made and approved to proceed with the
Sacristy shelving and storage.

< Tim presented a proposal from Rody’s Audio Warehouse for upgrades and additions
to our present audio system.  The proposal contained several options, and Tim
recommended that Council move forward with Options 3, 4, 5, 7, and 8 at a cost of
$4,954.38.  A MOTION was made and approved to proceed with this proposal.
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From our Photo Album .  .  .

Sunday, November 12

November’s Birthday Sunday

Pastor Jason with November Birthday
Honorees (left to right) Lesley Michael,
Lynnetta Hartson, and Tim Andrews.
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Sunday, November 19

In this photo, Connie Squibb is showing the
congregation the award that Lynn Townsend
received from the Ronald McDonald House.
Lynn has led Messiah’s ministry at the
House for many years.  On November 14,
Lynn and her team of “superheroes”
received the award and special recognition
at the 2017 Community Impact Awards.

Thursday, November 30

November’s
Ladies Night out
had 16 ladies
dining at Cohen’s
Retreat  – with
entertainment
provided by
Pattye Clarke!
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CHURCH COUNCIL

Tim Andrews, Property Ministry Chair, timandrews1114@comcast.net
Steve Allen, Finance Ministry Chair, Steven.H.Allen@gmail.com
Lynnetta Hartson, Staff Support/Mutual Ministry Chair, lhartson@comcast.net
Linda Jacla, Evangelism Ministry Chair, ljacla@gmail.com
George Lawrence, Stewardship Ministry Chair, mppggl13@gmail.com
Tom Olson, Worship & Music Ministry Chair, Tolson@kernengineering.com
Jill Poole, Parish Life Ministry Chair, jilldpoole@aol.com
Sandy Schmoll, Outreach Ministry Chair, savsandy@comcast.net
Barbara Tinker, Christian Education Ministry Chair, tinker.barbara@gmail.com
Jason Talsness, Pastor, skidawaypastorj@gmail.com; Cell phone: (770) 570-7407

CHURCH OFFICERS (Jan. 1 – Dec. 31, 2017)
Tom Olson, President
Tim Andrews, Vice President
Lynnetta Hartson, Recording Secretary
Parker Pearson, Treasurer

CHURCH STAFF

Jason Talsness, Pastor
Mary Maner, Choral Director
Diane Boyd, Church Organist
Cynthia Sharpley, Church Secretary (Hrs: Mon–Fri, 2-5 p.m.)
Barbara Roush, Church Bookkeeper (Hrs: Tues mornings)

Help Keep Our Records Current
Have you changed your e-mail address?  Moved?  Have a new mailing address?  New home
or cell telephone number?  New work telephone number?  Please share updates with the
church office by calling 598-1188 or e-mailing MessiahSk@gmail.com.
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