
Mission Statement

In the name of Jesus, welcome everyone,
grow in faith, support one another, serve others. November 2017

M e s s i a h  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h
A CONGREGATION OF THE

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Leaving a Legacy
Seminar on Planned Giving - November 12

After worship on Sunday, November 12, Messiah will host a
seminar on planned giving. One might wonder why a church
would bother with such a worldly topic. It may appear to some
as a transparent advertisement for securing further funds. We
can almost hear the response already, “There goes the church
again, always asking for money.”  This is not an accurate
depiction of why we are doing this project. This is a subject
pertaining to stewardship, the managing of God’s blessings,
which is the calling of every church and of every Christian.

Surely everyone goes around like a mere phantom;
in vain they rush about, heaping up wealth

without knowing whose it will finally be.
Psalm 36:9

In this verse, the Psalmist talk acknowledges the limits of our earthly existence. We go
around like ghosts, vainly rushing around seeking to add to our possessions. The folly is
that when we are gone, we know little of what will become of them. I can think of many
a family whose elderly members accumulated many things with little or no thought about
what happens after they are gone. Their children are left with managing this lot during
their grief. This is a scenario I would like every family to avoid.

People often want to separate money from faith, but Jesus often talked about money. He
talked about giving to Caesar what is Caesar’s.  Jesus told a parable about the futility of
a man who had so much grain he built bigger barns only to see his life end unexpectedly.
Jesus asked what profit there is to gain the whole world if a person loses his soul. Jesus
had wisdom in approaching our material possessions, and we as a church do well to convey
that wisdom. How we manage what God has given us is a matter pertaining to faith.
Money in and of itself is a neutral entity. It can be used for good or used for ill. The church
uses a term for managing resources such as time, talent, and treasure. We call it
“stewardship.”

MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH OF SKIDAWAY ISLAND
1 WEST RIDGE ROAD, SAVANNAH, GA   31411

The Rev. Jason W. Talsness        Cell: (770) 570-7407              E-mail: skidawaypastorj@gmail.com
Office Telephone: (912) 598-1188       Office FAX: (912) 598-1339
E-MAIL: messiahsk@gmail.com            WEB: www.messiahsi.org
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After worship on Sunday, November 12, Messiah will host a seminar on planned giving. The
reason for this is to help people be good stewards. There are many questions pertaining
to this subject:  How do we plan for what happens to our resources after we leave this
earth?  What do the laws say?  How much goes to taxes?  The questions add up, and few
of us know the answers to them.

We are bringing in trusted associates to lead a conversation about
planned giving. Adam Hess is a wealth advisor with Thrivent Financial
and has been a friend to Messiah for many years.  He knows our
community well.  He will talk to us about matters pertaining to wills.
Because legal question often come up in these discussions, we also
have Andy Lohn joining us. Mr. Lohn is an attorney with Bart, Meyer and
Company and a neighbor and fellow resident of Skidaway Island.  He
brings 25 years of experience in estate planning and asset protection.

I have been to seminars like this one.  They are interesting and one can always learn
something new, regardless of what stage of life one is in or to what degree he or she has
already made plans.  We will be holding it in the Fellowship Hall after worship because we
anticipate a lot of interest.

My hope is that every Christian can be a good steward and can live generously. That would
follow what God wants us to be, blessing others through that which God has blessed us.
Please make every attempt to join us for this practical and helpful session.

Grace and Peace,
Pastor Jason Talsness

On Sunday, November 5, we will observe All Saints’
Day, where we celebrate the baptized people of God,
both living and in heaven, who are the body of Christ.

11/16 Gail & John Maurer’s 54th

11/17 Pattye & Clarke Field’s 55th!

11/17 Jennifer & Khoa Nguyen’s 17th

11/19 Linda & Ken Turk’s 47th

11/02 Linda Turk

11/04 Lesley Michael

11/07 Lynnetta Hartson

11/11 Alicia Shillington

11/13 Christy Woiwode

11/14 Tim Andrews

11/21 Carl Luecke

11/24 Corinne Samuels

11/24 Terry Breyman

11/27 MaryAnn Wunsch
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† Prayers of support for Babette Borsani, her family, and the friends of
Babette’s sister Alinda Borsani, who died in early October.
† Prayers of support for Greg Stinson, his family, and the friends of Greg’s
mother Shirley Stinson and Greg’s cousin Jan Stinson, who recently died.
† Prayers of support for Dick Kaylor, his family, and the friends of Dick’s
wife Nancy Kaylor, who died on September 3, 2017.
† Prayers of support for Ann Farr and her family on the loss of Ann’s
mother Frances Roe Langille, 92, of Chicago, IL, who died in August 2017.

† Prayers of healing for our members, friends, and relatives undergoing
special care and treatment: Cathie Barefoot, Cole and Elliot (twin sons born
prematurely in September 2016 to Meaghan Andrews (Tim Andrews’
daughter) and her husband Rob Springer), Anne Dobra (Pattye & Clarke
Field’s sister-in-law), Andrea Felkins, Levi Ingvalson (Lana & Eric Gilster’s
four year old grandnephew), Christine Kumagai, Ray Kunsman, Bridget
(Shirley & Phil Nack’s granddaughter), Cindy Lockwood (Anne Jeanblanc’s
sister-in-law), Judy Nord, Tom Richardson, Linda Shadel (Lynn
McLauchlan’s sister-in-law), Kathyrn Turenne, Marguerite Weisemann,
and Lorna Wentzel (Jennifer Nguyen’s mother), who has received a bone
marrow transplant.

† Prayers of joy and thanksgiving for the birth of Olen Andrew Talsness,
the new nephew of Pastor Jason Talsness.  Olin is the son of Jeff and Dana
Talsness of Decorah, Iowa.

November Announcements

Copies of the November issue of THE LUTHERAN, the official news magazine of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, as well as DAILY DEVOTIONAL BOOKLETS for the
4th quarter of 2017, are available on the table in the entrance foyer of the sanctuary.
Also, a limited number of LARGE PRINT devotionals are available.

CERTAIN SCHEDULED MEETINGS & EVENTS IN NOVEMBER
< Birthday Sunday is November 12.  If your birthday is this month, be sure to come to

church on the 12th so that we can celebrate your birth!
< Women’s Monday Morning Bible Study, will meet each Monday in November.  For

more info, please see within.
< Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study will meet each Wednesday in November at 8:00 a.m.

in the card room at the Marshwood Club in The Landings.  For more info, see within.
< Outreach Ministry will meet at 3:30 p.m. on Monday, November 6.
< Worship & Music Ministry will meet at 4:30 p.m. on Sunday, November 12.
< Evangelism Ministry will meet at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, November 14.
< Craft 'n Gab will meet at 9:30 a.m. on Saturday, November 18.  This month’s plan is

for something different!  See within for details.
< Church Council will meet at 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, November 21.
< Evangelism’s Caring Card Ministry will meet at 9:30 a.m. on Saturday,

November 25.
< Staff Support/Mutual Ministry will meet at 10:30 a.m. on Tuesday, November 28.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER OUR SISTERS AND BROTHERS
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Daylight Savings Time
ends Sunday, November 5

Notice of Annual
Congregational Meeting

THE ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING OF MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH
will be on Sunday, November 19, 2017, following the worship service. All
active, baptized members are encouraged to attend this important meeting,
the purpose of which is to receive annual reports, adopt a budget for 2018,
elect* members to serve three-year terms on Church Council, and elect
members to serve on the Nominating Committee and the Audit Committee.
The Nursery will be open.

* Messiah Lutheran Church’s Constitution provides that “voting members are
confirmed members.  Such confirmed members shall have communed and made a

contribution of record during the current or preceding year.”  Constitution C8.02.c.

Writing Your
Spiritual Memoir

Pastor Talsness is offering a monthly class on writing your
spiritual memoir.  A spiritual memoir is an account of one’s
life like any memoir, but done so with an awareness of
God’s presence and influence.  You will be asked to reflect

upon and write about the sacred moments in your life: the joys, struggles, burdens,
and meaningful memories.

The class meets the first Thursday of each month at 3:00 p.m. in the Conference
room, with the final meeting in March 2018.  If interested, please sign up on the
kiosk in the Narthex.
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The Parish Life Ministry invites all church members for an afternoon of
fun and fellowship – BINGO Style – with the added benefit of helping the
Ronald McDonald House.  Plan now to come and bring some friends on
Sunday, November 12 from 4-6 p.m.  Make a donation to the Ronald
McDonald House and earn a BINGO card.  Play to win gift cards and small
prizes.  There also will be plenty of snacks and a lots of fellowship.  Sign
up on the sheet posted on the kiosk in the Narthex.

Our next book club will meet on Monday, November 13 to discuss
the New York Times bestseller Left to Tell: Discovering God Amidst
the Rwandan Holocaust by Immaculee Ilibagiza.  Amazon.com says
“the triumphant story of Immaculee Ilibagiza’s journey through the
darkness of genocide will inspire anyone whose life has been touched
by fear, suffering, and loss.”  The group will meet at 3:30 p.m. at the

home of Jane Holst, 22 Coventry Close.  Refreshments will be provided.  Please sign up on
the sheet posted on the kiosk in the Narthex.

Ladies Night Out – A Joint Social Event of the Evangelism
and Parish Life Ministries

This month, the Ladies Night Out will be November 30 at Cohen’s
Retreat, 5715 Skidaway Road.  This gathering continues to grow in
numbers and is a wonderful opportunity for us to come together for
Christian fellowship and the building of relationships, and to invite
nonmembers to join us.  Please sign up no later than Sunday, November
26 on the sheet posted on the kiosk in the Narthex, or by e-mailing
Linda Jacla (ljacla@gmail.com).

A bit of history about Cohen’s: The building began its life because of the benevolence of
Mr. Percival (Percy) Randolph Cohen, who provided the financial opportunity to construct
the beautiful building which still bears his name today.  He was born on November 8, 1851
and lived his life in Savannah.  He served as CEO of the Savannah Compress Company.
Upon his death on April 21, 1927, his entire fortune was dispersed amongst numerous
worthy philanthropies: notably the Fresh Air Home on Tybee Island, Bethesda Home for
Boys, and funding for the construction of Cohen’s Retreat.  In his will, Mr. Percy

bequeathed $50,000 to construct a facility “where men would
not die old and lonely.”  The home for “old and lonely” men
opened in 1933 and operated into the 1990s.  After it closed,
the building and its five acres had various incarnations: a
training site for the Olympics and a furniture store, among
other endeavors.  Now, it has been restored and is used as a
restaurant and retail and art space.

 Contributed by Jill
Poole, Parish Life

Ministry Chair

Contributed by
Linda Jacla &

Lynn McLauchlan

mailto:ljacla@gmail.com
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Reformation Anniversary Event

Reformation Lecture with the Learning Center

Historian Dr. Byron Boyd has been presenting a series of lectures on the
Reformation for The Learning Center on Mondays from 3:30 p.m. to
4:30 p.m.  The last lecture will be on November 6 at Skidaway
Presbyterian, 50 Diamond Causeway, on the topic The Age of Religious
Wars.  This has been a fitting series as the 500th Anniversary of the
Reformation was celebrated in October.

Byron Boyd, Ph.D. has taught European and American history at
Savannah Country Day School since 1982 and has chaired the history
department for many of those years.  He earned his undergraduate
degree in philosophy at Michigan State University and his M.A and Ph.D.
in history from the University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill.

Skidaway Island Community Thanksgiving Service
5:00 p.m. Sunday, November 19, 2017
Skidaway Institute of Oceanography
10 Ocean Science Circle

From them will come songs of thanksgiving and the sound of rejoicing.
I will add to their numbers, and they will not be decreased; 
I will bring them honor, and they will not be disdained.

Jeremiah 30:19

The churches on Skidaway Island will unite in thanksgiving to host this casual community
sunset service.  Worshipers should bring folding chairs to be comfortable enjoying the
sunset on the bank of the Skidaway River.  Let us come together to give thanks to God in
the beauty of this glorious place.

The Presbyterian church will provide hot beverages.  Members of each church are
encouraged to bring some light pick up foods (cookies, nuts, cheese straws, etc).

Messiah’s Church Council has been working hard through Council and the
Ministries to direct Messiah through the Reformation season, the start of fall
activities within the Church, and preparation for the Annual Congregational
Meeting on November 19.  Council has been pleased with the efforts of our
Congregation in sharing their time, talents, and contributions to make various
programs and efforts to be successful.  

Council is close to addressing and finalizing the request by the Congregation
last year to provide an annual financial statement that would show the receiving and giving
and benevolence.  The goal is to have the first document addressing the request for the
year 2016; and then early next year we will share a similar document for year 2017.

Sincere thanks to all members who to date have made our Capital Campaign so successful
to date.

Tom Olson,
President
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Diane Boyd,
Director

NOTES FROM

THE CHORAL DIRECTOR
Mary Maner

November’s Rehearsal Schedules

Men’s Chorus
Wednesday, November 1 at 6:15 p.m.
Wednesday, November 15 at 6:15 p.m.

Chancel Choir
Each Wednesday at 7:00 p.m.

Women’s Choir and Youth Choir
Each Sunday after worship at 10:05 a.m.

Come, join a choir, share your talents, and
enjoy the joy of Christian fellowship.

      November’s
Rehearsal Schedule

Brass Plus will meet at
9:00 a.m. on November 4
and November 18.

November’s Rehearsal
Schedule

Children’s choir will meet in
the Choir Room every Sunday
in November after the
children have had their coffee
hour treats.

November’s Rehearsal Schedule

Each Wednesday at 5:45 p.m., except no rehearsal on
November 22.
Each Saturday at 10:00 a.m., except no rehearsal on
November 4 and 25.

Men & Women of Messiah!  If you are interested in playing
handbells, please call or text Diane Boyd at (912) 414-5972.
We’d love to have you join this fun group!

PLUS
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News from the Christian Education Ministry
Barbara Tinker, Chairman

On the first two Sundays in November, the 5th and the
12th, we will view and discuss the DVD entitled Legacy
In this two part series, Dr. Voddie Baucham, Jr.
emphasizes the importance of leaving a multi
generational legacy. He provides a practical insight into
how you can begin investing today in the spiritual
future of your family.

We will not meet on November 19 because of the Annual Meeting being
held that day in the Fellowship Hall.  Also, we will not meet on
November 26.

So, grab a cup of coffee and join us for Sunday Morning Bible Study at 10:20
a.m. in the conference room.  The discussions are always interesting and you
will be amazed how your faith grows when you share it!

In November, the Monday Morning Bible Study will continue the
study of Romans by Kerygma.  We are trying to read Romans as a
real letter and not just a summary of Paul’s theology.  Paul’s
theology was in a dynamic process of being shaped.  Although
Romans is a difficult book to read, we are finding it tremendously
exciting, particularly after our study of Martin Luther.  Come join us
on Monday mornings at 9:30 in the conference room.  Argerie
Martin, 598-8211, martinw720@aol.com.

The Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study will meet each Wednesday in November
at 8:00 a.m. in the card room at the Marshwood Club in The Landings.  All
men are welcome to join.

NOTE: Please try to let Pastor Jason know if you plan to attend so that
accurate reservations may be made.  You don’t need to be a member of
The Landings Club to attend and have breakfast.  Also, off-island men
may contact Pastor Jason for a gate pass.

Contributed by
Barb Tinker

Youth Sunday School (6th grade – high
school), led by Steve Derr, will meet in the back
hall classroom.  They are using the Lutheran
Traditions curriculum from Augsburg Fortress.

Contributed by
Argerie Martin

& Bible Study

mailto:martinw720@aol.com
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News from the Outreach Ministry
Sandy Schmoll, Chairman

Thanksgiving Baskets

The air is getting a little cooler, and the leaves are changing colors!  Fall is in the air, and
we begin to anticipate all the holiday gatherings to come with family and friends.

As we have done in the past, this year we are asking your help to
provide Thanksgiving meal support for the families of the Coastal
Georgia Comprehensive Academy (CGCA).  Messiah member Steve Derr
is the principal of CGCA, which serves academically and behaviorally
challenged youth in the counties of Chatham and Effingham.  Many of
these students’ families are in need of additional assistance during this
time of the year, and we would like to help make their Thanksgiving
season a little brighter.

A donation of $25 can provide a Thanksgiving meal for a family of four.  Donations will be
received after worship on the first two Sundays in November, the 5th and 12th, at a display
in the Fellowship Hall.  Thank you for your continued support of our Thanksgiving Basket
appeal!

Sneak Preview for December . . .

Our Giving Trees this Christmas will benefit the students of CGCA and the families staying
at the Ronald McDonald House.

Looking Ahead: Skidaway Island Crop Hunger Walk 2018

Save the date Sunday, March 18, 2018 for the 4th
Skidaway Island Crop Hunger Walk. The walk will
begin at noon from Messiah Lutheran Church.
Volunteers are needed for 1) Route and Safety, 2)
Treasurer, 3) Publicity, 4) Food Coordinator, and 5)
Website Coordinator.  This year we need you to make
an early commitment to walk and for each walker to
invite one other person to join the Walk.  The goal is

to increase the number of walkers and also to increase awareness of world hunger and
hunger in Chatham County.  If you would like to volunteer to help, please contact Lynn
McLauchlan (LynnMcLauchlan5@gmail.com; 912-349-0234).

www.Messiahsi.org

Contributed by Lynn McLauchlan

mailto:LynnMcLauchlan5@gmail.com
http://�%@�
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News from the Parish Life Ministry
Jill Poole, Chairman

If you were born in November we want to celebrate you.  Please join us in the
Fellowship Hall after services on November 12 for Birthday Sunday.  Enjoy a slice
of Birthday Cake and a Happy Birthday Serenade from your fellow church
members.

Love to bake? Sweet Treats are always welcome at the Sunday Morning Coffee
Hour and Fellowship Time.  Hate to bake? Store bought treats are welcome too.
The sign up sheet for Coffee Hour is posted on the kiosk in the narthex.

The morning is much better when we have coffee together!

Forty-one parishioners are participating in the Fellowship Dinners and
the dinners are going well.  As a reminder to those participating, please
continue with your dinners until all members of your group have hosted.

Sign up for new dinner groups will be available in the New Year.  Look
for more information regarding the 2018 Fellowship Dinners in future
newsletters.

Introducing Something New – Parents’ Morning Out!

Do you need some time to Christmas shop or some time to relax?  On
Saturday, December 2 we will offer babysitting services to our church
members. Drop your little ones off at the Church from 9:30 - 1:00. We
will have activities and provide lunch. If you would like to participate,
please sign the sign up sheet posted on the kiosk in the Narthex.

November’s Craft 'n Gab – Come join us!
Saturday, November 18 starting at 9:30 a.m.

The Craft 'n Gab group wants you to come and join their
group for November! They will be repairing and creating
Christmas tree CHRISMONS.  This will add beauty and
depth to our annual sanctuary tree.  You just need a
willing heart and hands to help on this project. 

Contributed by
Lana Gilster &
Norrita Thorne
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Looking Ahead to Advent and Christmas

Saturday, December 2
8:30 a.m. Join the Men’s Group for the annual Trimming of the Christmas Tree

in the Sanctuary.
9:00 a.m. All men & women & children of Messiah are invited to decorate the rest of the

church.

Wednesdays, December 6, 13, & 20
6:00 p.m. Join us in the Fellowship Hall for Wednesday Night Soup & Suppers sponsored

by Messiah’s Men’s Group.  No sign-up needed, but it is helpful.  Just come and
invite your friends and neighbors, too.

WHAT: Christmas Party!
DATE & TIME: Sunday, December 10, 2017 at 5:30 p.m.
WHERE: Fellowship Hall
ACTIVITIES: Good food, good fellowship, and fun for all with a

visit from Santa Claus and the singing of Christmas
carols

DINNER: Potluck!  Wine, coffee, hot tea, and ice tea will be
provided.  We need you to sign up to bring a dish
for 12 that you would like to share*.

* A special invitation to families with children in their midst: Please come as our
guests with absolutely no need to provide a dish.  We always have so much food, we
would like to treat you!

We need an accurate count so that we can set up enough tables and chairs, so
please sign up by the deadline of Sunday, December 3 on the sign up sheet
posted on the kiosk in the Narthex.

To church on Sundays?  To Men’s or Women’s Bible Study?  To
other events at church (Advent Soup & Sandwich Suppers plus
Worship or to the Christmas Party)?  Maybe you aren’t driving any
more – or not at night – or just don’t feel up to driving.  The Parish
Life Ministry has the answer for you! It has a Transportation
Committee (a subcommittee of the Sonshine Committee) on call
to help, even on a limited basis to doctor appointments and for
errands. To book a ride, contact Pam Allen (e-mail
allenpr@comcast.net); Home: 598-9746; cell: 663-7235).

mailto:allenpr@comcast.net).
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News from the Worship & Music Ministry
Tom Olson, Chairman

One aspect of the work of the Worship and Music Ministry is the content
for all worship services.  During the year this ministry works on the
“Fourth Sunday Service” to reach out to different styles of worship and
varied music.  A good example is the “Just a Closer Walk” prelude last
Sunday, in a jazz style, featuring Geoff Wilson on lead trumpet and Amir
Polite (9 years old) on drum set.

We hope all were raised in spirit, feelings and pride during the Reformation Service,
celebrating the 500th Reformation Anniversary.

The Worship and Music Ministry continues to explore Strategic Plan goals and ideas to
enhance Messiah Lutheran Church.  In addition, we are looking at repairs and refinishing
of Altar Guild elements that are showing old age and wear, planning to add storage shelving
in the Sacristy to help in spacial organization, and also researching improving the
Sanctuary’s audio-visual system to enhance the hearing capability.  Another interest is
exploring ways to make the chimes in the church tower be more flexible.

Looking Ahead to Advent

Advent begins December 3.  This season, we have planned a half hour worship service
following the midweek Soup & Sandwich Suppers on Wednesdays, December 6, 13, and 20.
Dinner will start at 6:00 p.m., followed by worship from 6:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  The theme
for these services will be Mary’s Song, the Magnificat, and worship will feature excerpts
from the noted worship service setting Holden Evening Prayer by Marty Haugen. 

News from the Stewardship Ministry
George Lawrence, Chairman

On Sunday, November 12, Messiah Lutheran will host Attorney
Andrew Lohn and Financial Planner Adam Hess (from Thrivent
Financial for Lutherans), who are coming to discuss estate
planning.  This seminar, which is free of charge, is open to all
church members and coordinated by our Stewardship Ministry.
The discussion will take place at 10:30 a.m.
in either the conference room or in the

fellowship hall.  Time will be available for questions.  Of interest,
consideration will be given to highlighting charitable non-taxable gifts
and how to protect your estate from tax consequences in bequeathing
such gifts.  If you have any questions before the seminar, please contact
George Lawrence (484-2818 or mppggl13@gmail.com).

We are pleased to announce to
parents of children who are in 3rd
grade or higher that acolyte training
for children in that age group will be
Sunday, November 5, following
Children’s Choir and Sunday School.

Worship & Music
Ministry

mailto:mppggl13@gmail.com
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From our Photo Album .  .  .

October’s Birthday Sunday

Pastor Jason (himself an October Birthday Honoree) with other October
Birthday Honorees (left to right) Fayha Polite, Linda Jacla, Liz Gowthrop,
Elizabeth Poole, Fred Buck, Christine Lind, Joan Jacobson, Billy Ray, Rich
Reinhardt, Jill Poole, and Steve Derr.

Oktoberfest, Friday, October 13
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Chapeau Sunday, October 15

No doubt whatsoever!  The ladies of Messiah Lutheran Church are enthusiastic
about Chapeau Sunday.  What a splendid array of millinery design!

Sunday, October 22

During this Sunday service, our BrassPlus group played the "Just a Closer Walk" prelude,
in a jazz style, featuring Geoff Wilson on lead trumpet and Amir Polite (9 years old) on
drum set.
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Ladies Night Out, October 26

Pastor Jason’s 50th Birthday Party, October 27

All members were invited to attend this milestone party & about 70 of them were able to so.

Connie Squibb, Laura Michael, and Ethel
Baldwin delighted us all by appearing in
costume!

 Pastor Jason’s mother Judy said she wouldn’t
 have missed this birthday party!



MLC Newsletter ~ November 2017 ~ Page 17



MLC Newsletter ~ November 2017 ~ Page 18

Reformation Sunday, October 29
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Highlights from Church Council’s Meeting on October 17, 2017

Please note the following highlights have been taken from the draft
minutes that will be presented for approval at Council’s November 2017 meeting.

• Pastor’s Report.  Pastor Talsness reported the following:
< Reformation Day, October 29.  Will be special this year.  Each island church and St.

James have been invited to send representatives to worship with us.  It also will be
advertised in The SKINNIE.  There may be a procession with some new celebratory
items and decorations in the Fellowship Hall.

< Visitation.  Since last month: 1 home visit, 2 evangelism visits
• Evangelism Ministry Report.  Linda Jacla reported that Ambassador training for the

members of this ministry will begin in January.  The guidelines for Front Door Greeters
are being revised and will be made available to all who volunteer for this important
work.  We will have color ads promoting our Advent services and Christmas evening
service.  Rachel Maloney has volunteered to help with the advertising.  Basketball and
Breakfast is the 4th Saturday of the month.

• Outreach Ministry Report.  Sandy Schmoll reported that November and December will
be very busy months for this ministry.  Members will be working November 5 and 12
on Thanksgiving baskets for CGCA.  There will be a gift giving Christmas tree for Ronald
McDonald House that will be filling stockings and possibly 13 gas gift cards that can be
given to parents.  There also will be a gift giving Christmas tree supporting CGCA.  Lynn
Townsend is being honored in November as a “Super Hero” for her dedicated work at
Ronald McDonald House.

• Property Ministry Report.  Tim Andrews reported that Jim Rody will give us a free
estimate on our Audio/Visual needs and updates.  Please let Tim know of any
complaints or requests to this issue.  Shelving will be installed in the Sacristy once the
specific need has been finalized.  The sprinkler systems needs some attention.   The
building will need painting in the near future and the estimated cost is around $75,000.
It was suggested that Tim look into the cost of replacing the hall carpet as it is stained
and damaged.

• Staff Support/Mutual Ministry Report.  Lynnetta Hartson reported that performance
evaluations have been completed on all staff employees.

• Worship and Music Ministry.  Tom Olson reported the following items:
< Pastor Jason, Mary Maner, and Diane Boyd, are planning options for the “Fourth

Sunday Service,” including a Children’s Message from Pastor Jason.  Our Strategic
plan lists making this service open and welcoming to younger families and guests.
Might also focus on a Southern Gospel song format and music of other countries.

< The Children’s Christmas Program will be on December 10 and possibly have a
luncheon after in Fellowship Hall and have the Christmas Party that evening

< Pastor Jason advised that he attended a church on Baldhead Island, NC that provided
him some ideas on a second service.

< This year, Advent midweek will be dinner and short sermon.
< The Altar Guild has several pieces that need repair, replacement or refinishing.
< The Sacristy is in need of organization and cleaning.  Shelving and file cabinets will

be needed.  This area should be organized so that guest musicians can use it as their
“green room” prior to performances.

< The tower chimes are enjoyed by many when played by Diane Boyd on Sunday
mornings.  Richard Myers has been asked to determine if they can be set up to play
automatically at different times of the day and week.
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CHURCH COUNCIL

Tim Andrews, Property Ministry Chair, timandrews1114@comcast.net
Steve Allen, Finance Ministry Chair, Steven.H.Allen@gmail.com
Lynnetta Hartson, Staff Support/Mutual Ministry Chair, lhartson@comcast.net
Linda Jacla, Evangelism Ministry Chair, ljacla@gmail.com
George Lawrence, Stewardship Ministry Chair, mppggl13@gmail.com
Tom Olson, Worship & Music Ministry Chair, Tolson@kernengineering.com
Jill Poole, Parish Life Ministry Chair, jilldpoole@aol.com
Sandy Schmoll, Outreach Ministry Chair, savsandy@comcast.net
Barbara Tinker, Christian Education Ministry Chair, tinker.barbara@gmail.com
Jason Talsness, Pastor, skidawaypastorj@gmail.com; Cell phone: (770) 570-7407

CHURCH OFFICERS (Jan. 1 – Dec. 31, 2017)
Tom Olson, President
Tim Andrews, Vice President
Lynnetta Hartson, Recording Secretary
Parker Pearson, Treasurer

CHURCH STAFF

Jason Talsness, Pastor
Mary Maner, Choral Director
Diane Boyd, Church Organist
Cynthia Sharpley, Church Secretary (Hrs: Mon–Fri, 2-5 p.m.)
Barbara Roush, Church Bookkeeper (Hrs: Tues mornings)

Help Keep Our Records Current
Have you changed your e-mail address?  Moved?  Have a new mailing address?  New home
or cell telephone number?  New work telephone number?  Please share updates with the
church office by calling 598-1188 or e-mailing MessiahSk@gmail.com.

Newsletter production by Parish Life Ministry

mailto:timandrews1114@comcast.net
mailto:Steven.H.Allen@gmail.com
mailto:lhartson@comcast.net
mailto:parkpear@aol.com
mailto:mppggl13@gmail.com
mailto:Tolson@kernengineering.com
mailto:jilldpoole@aol.com
mailto:savsandy@comcast.net
mailto:hethomasjr@gmail.com
mailto:skidawaypastorj@gmail.com
mailto:MessiahSk@gmail.com

