
Mission Statement

In the name of Jesus, welcome everyone,
grow in faith, support one another, serve others. October 2017

M e s s i a h  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h
A CONGREGATION OF THE

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

500 Years.
Happy Birthday, Lutherans!

Birthdays that end with an “0" are always special. For our branch of
Christianity, this October we observe a birthday with two zeros, as in
500!  October 31 will mark the anniversary of the event that sparked
the birth of Lutheranism, which forever changed the face of Christianity.

Martin Luther was a priest and professor in the small university town of
Wittenberg. Pouring over scripture, he encountered the power of the

Gospel, the love of God in Jesus Christ. This was contrary to
the God he experienced in the church in Europe at that time.
The implications of this discovery spilled over into the church
and the politics of the day. And it all started on that October
day in 1517 when Luther posted his 95 Theses on the church
door in Wittenberg. This event led to a wider discussion about
the nature of Christian theology, the Bible and the Church.

What Should We Do?

Like any significant birthday or anniversary, one must decide how and to what extent the
occasion should be observed. To some, this event is no big deal. To others, it is an
important time. We are offering a series of opportunities for you to reflect on the
anniversary of the Reformation.

Discussion on Roman Catholic-Lutheran Ecumenical Dialogues.

There was a rift in the church as a result of the Reformation, one we all grieve, because
the Lutheran church was born out of a split over theology. Father Michael Kavanaugh is the
director of the office for Ecumenical and interreligious relations for the Roman Catholic
Diocese of Savannah. This will be Sunday, October 15 at 3pm at the St. Peter the Apostle
Catholic Church on Wilmington Island, 7070 Concord Road, Savannah Ga, 31410.

MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH OF SKIDAWAY ISLAND
1 WEST RIDGE ROAD, SAVANNAH, GA   31411

The Rev. Jason W. Talsness        Cell: (770) 570-7407              E-mail: skidawaypastorj@gmail.com
Office Telephone: (912) 598-1188       Office FAX: (912) 598-1339
E-MAIL: messiahsk@gmail.com            WEB: www.messiahsi.org

mailto:skidawaypastorj@gmail.com
mailto:messiahsk@gmail.com
http://www.messiahsk.com
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Dear Congregation,

Thank-you so much for the lovely reception on Sunday,
September 24 in honor of the 20th anniversary of my
ordination. It was meaningful and intimate. The three
years I have shared with you have gone by quickly.  I

am grateful to be a part of such a loving congregation.  Days such as that
show me and my family what a delight and honor it is to be your pastor.

Grace and Peace,
Pastor Jason

Worshiping Together – Roman Catholics & Lutherans.

Lutherans and Catholics will have a joint worship service. The bishops of
our respective traditions will be present and participate on Sunday,
October 22 at 5:00 p.m. at the Cathedral of St. John the Baptist on
Abercorn in Savannah. Noted author and thinker The Reverend Fleming
Rutledge of the Episcopal church will preach.  Messiah’s own Fayha and
Lyric will be the acolytes for this service.

Messiah Lutheran: Reformation Day

We will hold our own worship festivities with brass and special guests, and representatives
from area churches will join us, in a commemorative service on Sunday, October 31 at
9:00 a.m.

Reformation Anniversary Concert - I Cantori

An important byproduct of the Reformation was its impact on music. We will have an
evening of music on Friday, November 3 at Messiah when the choral ensemble I Cantori
will perform works pertaining to the Reformation.  Further details are within.  There will
a charge for tickets for this event.

500 Years and Counting.

Today there are 72 million Christians who worship in Lutheran churches. You are one of
them. This month is a time for reflection and renewal as we offer these events to deepen
our understanding of our identity, and even celebrate what makes us Lutheran. I hope you
can attend these events and join in the celebration of God’s grace that is the Reformation.

In His Service,
Pastor Jason Talsness

The Reverend
Fleming Rutledge
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† Prayers of support for Dick Kaylor, his family, and the friends of Dick’s
wife Nancy Kaylor, who died on September 3, 2017.
† Prayers of support for Ann Farr and her family on the loss of Ann’s
mother Frances Roe Langille, 92, of Chicago, IL, who died in August 2017.
† Prayers of support for the family and friends of the late Bill Shulak,
brother-in-law of Messiah member Tim Andrews.
† Prayers of healing for our members, friends, and relatives undergoing
special care and treatment: Cathie Barefoot, Alinda Borsani (Babette’s
sister), Cole and Elliot (twin sons born prematurely in September 2016 to
Meaghan Andrews (Tim Andrews’ daughter) and her husband Rob Springer),
Anne Dobra (Pattye & Clarke Field’s sister-in-law), Andrea Felkins, Levi
Ingvalson (Lana & Eric Gilster’s four year old grandnephew), Christine
Kumagai, Ray Kunsman, Bridget (Shirley & Phil Nack’s granddaughter),
Cindy Lockwood (Anne Jeanblanc’s sister-in-law), Judy Nord, Tom
Richardson, Linda Shadel (Lynn McLauchlan’s sister-in-law), Shirley
Stinson (Greg Stinson’s mother), Jan Stinson (Greg Stinson’s cousin),
Kathyrn Turenne, Marguerite Weisemann, and Lorna Wentzel (Jennifer
Nguyen’s mother), who has received a bone marrow transplant.

October Announcements

Copies of the October issue of THE LUTHERAN, the official news magazine of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, as well as DAILY DEVOTIONAL BOOKLETS for the
4th quarter of 2017, are available on the table in the entrance foyer of the sanctuary.
Also, a limited number of LARGE PRINT devotionals are available.

CERTAIN SCHEDULED MEETINGS & EVENTS IN OCTOBER
< Birthday Sunday is October 8.  If your birthday is this month, be sure to come to

church on the 10th so that we can celebrate your birth!
< Women’s Monday Morning Bible Study, will meet each Monday in October.  For more

info, please see within.
< Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study will meet each Wednesday in October at 8:00 a.m.

in the card room at the Marshwood Club in The Landings.  For more info, see within.
< Outreach Ministry will meet at 3:00 p.m. on Thursday, October 5.
< Evangelism Ministry will meet at 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, October 10.
< Church Council will meet at 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, October 17.
< Staff Support/Mutual Ministry will meet at 10:30 a.m. on Tuesday, October 24.
< Craft 'n Gab will meet at 9:30 a.m. on Saturday, October 28.
< Evangelism’s Caring Card Ministry will meet at 9:30 a.m. on Saturday, October 28.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER OUR SISTERS AND BROTHERS

Ministry Members: Save These Dates for Meetings next Month (November)

Sunday, November 12 at 4:30 p.m. Worship & Music Ministry
Saturday, November 25 at 9:30 a.m. Caring Card Ministry
Tuesday, November 28 at 10:30 a.m. Staff Support/Mutual Ministry
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Sponsored by Parish Life Ministry

Chapeau Sunday
October 15, 2017

While we take the Gospel seriously, we do not have to
take ourselves seriously and playfulness can be a part of
the joy of the life of a congregation.  The ladies of Messiah
Lutheran will remind us of how important this philosophy
of life is when they celebrate their fifth Chapeau Sunday
on October 15.  On this day, many Messiah Lutheran

ladies will proclaim their devotion to the chapeau, sometimes known as the bonnet, the
hat, the head covering, the cap.

For those new to this tradition, Chapeau Sunday began many centuries ago when several
German Lutheran grande dames looked wistfully on the elaborate head coverings worn by
Catholic cardinals and bishops.  The ladies did not necessarily covet the coverings with
long silken strings interlaced or the rows of tassels, or the vibrant colors of green and red,
but oh, how beautiful those coverings were ~ and, really now, wouldn’t they look so much
more beautiful (and appropriate) on ladies’ lovely heads!

Soon thereafter, a small group of those good German Lutheran ladies convened to discuss
how to go about putting those gorgeous chapeaus in their proper places; i.e., on ladies’
heads!  They determined that on one Sunday in each year, all women would be encouraged
(but not commanded!) to wear their finest hats to church, and thus Chapeau Sunday was
proclaimed.  Henceforward, Chapeau Sunday began being observed in thousands and
thousands of Lutheran churches on the last Sunday of the Adult Choir’s summer break.
Messiah Lutheran long followed this timing, but this year had to reschedule Chapeau
Sunday because of Hurricane Irma!

So, on Sunday, October 15, 2017 ladies of Messiah Lutheran Church are encouraged to
adorn their heads with a chapeau.  And all are invited to come see, admire, and enjoy the
plethora of millinery designs!

  4th Chapeau
    Sunday, 9/11/16
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Free Chair/Mat Yoga Class

This may be a stretch, but we
need your feedback! If you
are available on Thursday,
October 12 from 10:00 a.m.
to 11:30 a.m., please join us
in the Fellowship Hall for a one-time SPRY
chair yoga class.  Afterwards, the teacher
would like your feedback on the class.  No
experience is needed, just comfortable
clothes.  It will be a lot of fun and you will
feel great too!  Bring a friend or two.  Please
sign up on the kiosk in the narthex.

Thanks in advance, Barb Tinker

Monday, October 9
Friday, November 10
Thursday, November 23
Friday, November 24

Also, our church secretary
will be gone on October 30,
31 & November 1, but
Pastor Talsness or “an office
helper” will be around on
those days.

Ladies Night Out – A Joint Social Event of the Evangelism
and Parish Life Ministries

Together, these ministries have begun a Ladies Night Out on the 4th
Thursday of each month.  This is a wonderful opportunity for us to
come together for Christian fellowship and the building of
relationships, and to invite nonmembers to join us.  Our first outing
was at the end of August when 12 ladies went out to dinner and had
a lot of fun.  On September 28, we had a Pizza Party and 20 ladies
came, brought their own drinks, paid $5 for pizza, salad and dessert,
and had a really good time!

In October, we have planned a Halloween-themed potluck dinner on Thursday, October 26,
that will include a Baked Potato Bar, and games and fun afterwards.  This will be held in
the Fellowship Hall at 6:00 p.m.  Please sign up on the sheet posted on the kiosk in the
Narthex, but if you forget to do that, PLEASE come anyway!

Contributed by
Linda Jacla &

Lynn McLauchlan

10/5 Alicia & Andy Shillington 22nd

10/6 Norrita & Jerry Thorne’s 55th!

10/15 Ethel & Carr Baldwin’s 62nd

10/22 Layne & Gary Rabold’s 51st

10/1 Linda Jacla
10/2 Taylor Derr
10/3 Anne Gladden
10/5 Liz Gowthrop
10/6 Christine Lind
10/6 Lynn Townsend
10/12 Fred Buck
10/15 Elizabeth Poole
10/16 Zachary Samuels
10/17 Joan Jacobson
10/17 Ron Whitaker
10/18 Michele Derr

10/20 Carol Duren
10/22 Fayha Polite
10/23 Maurine Bagwell
10/23 Anne Jeanblanc
10/25 Steve Derr
10/25 Rich Reinhardt
10/25 Pastor Jason Talsness
10/27 Jill Poole
10/28 George Lawrence
10/29 Jo Harris
10/29 Billy Ray
10/31 Mary Meyer
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Change of Contact Information

New E-mail Address
Marcia Stinson: mfstinson@comcast.net (Delete all others for Marcia.)

Membership Transfer
Bonnie Whitney-Sears and Bob Sears have joined another church, Unity
Church of Savannah. They are thankful for Messiah, especially the
Saturday night service, but needed a church with a later start time.

Notice of Annual
Congregational Meeting

THE ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING OF MESSIAH
LUTHERAN CHURCH will be on Sunday, November 19, 2017,
following the worship service. All active, baptized members
are encouraged to attend this important meeting, the
purpose of which is to receive annual reports, adopt a budget
for 2018, elect members to serve three-year terms on
Church Council, and elect members to serve on the
Nominating Committee and the Audit Committee. The
Nursery will be open.

Writing Your
Spiritual Memoir

Pastor Talsness is offering a monthly class on writing your
spiritual memoir.  A spiritual memoir is an account of one’s
life like any memoir, but done so with an awareness of
God’s presence and influence.  You will be asked to reflect

upon and write about the sacred moments in your life: the joys, struggles, burdens,
and meaningful memories.

Although this newsletter went out after the first class on Thursday, October 5, you
will be able to easily begin at the next class in November.  The class will meet the
first Thursday of each month at 3:00 p.m. in the Conference room, with the final
meeting in March 2018.  If interested, please sign up in the Narthex.

mailto:mfstinson@comcast.net
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Reformation Anniversary Events

Reformation Lectures with the Learning Center

Historian Dr. Byron Boyd will be presenting a series of lectures on
the Reformation for The Learning Center on Mondays from 3:30 p.m.
to 4:30 p.m. beginning October 2 at Skidaway Presbyterian, 50
Diamond Causeway.  This is a fitting series as we celebrate the
500th Anniversary of the Reformation in October.  The dramatic
image of Martin Luther nailing 95 theses to the door of the Castle
Church in Wittenberg on October 31, 1517 has become the visual
synecdoche for a much more complicated movement in Western
Christianity.  This course examines the background of Church
doctrine and practice that led Luther to post his grievances.  It
details the major biographical events of Luther and other religious
dissenters.  And it explores the theological, political, and cultural
ramifications – including the Catholic counter-Reformation – of the
biggest alteration to Christian expression in the past 500 years.

The cost for the series of lectures is $40 for members of The Learning Center and $80 for
visitors (add $15 after September 25).  For more information, go to:

http://www.seniorcitizensinc.org/the-learning-center.

October 2 The Church in the Later
Middle Ages

October 9 Luther and Lutheranism
October 16 Calvinism and Other Sects

October 23 The English Reformation
October 30 The Catholic Counter-

Reformation
November 6 The Age of Religious Wars

Byron Boyd, Ph.D. has taught European and American history at Savannah Country Day
School since 1982 and has chaired the history department for many of those years.  He
earned his undergraduate degree in philosophy at Michigan State University and his M.A
and Ph.D. in history from the University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill.

Reformation 500 Lecture Series

The final installment of these seminars for and by area Lutherans will be on Roman
Catholic/Lutheran ecumenical dialogues.  The facilitator is Father Michael J. Kavanaugh,
Director of the Office for Ecumenism and Interreligious Relations for the Roman Catholic
Diocese of Savannah.  He will present a discussion on the current relationship between
Lutherans and Roman Catholics.  This seminar will be October 15 from 3:00 - 5:00 p.m.
at St. Peter the Apostle Catholic Church on Wilmington Island.  The address is 7070
Concord Road, Savannah, GA 31410.

Joint Roman Catholic-Lutheran Reformation Commemoration Service
Savannah area Roman Catholics and Lutherans will have a joint worship
service, a Reformation Commemoration, on October 22 at 5:00 p.m. at the
Cathedral of St. John the Baptist, Savannah. Our synodical bishop, the Rev.
Bishop Gordy, will be in attendance and will lead the prayer service with
Bishop Gregory Hartmayer of the Catholic Diocese of Savannah.

http://www.seniorcitizensinc.org/the-learning-center
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October 29, 2017

This Reformation Anniversary Concert will be presented by I Cantori,
Savannah’s Premier Vocal Choral Ensemble.  Tickets for the concert
are $15 for adults and $10 for students and seniors.  Tickets are
available from choir members or by calling (912) 925-7866, and will
be available at the door.

The main purpose of I Cantori is to offer a place for vocalists and
musicians to use their talent, explore different types and styles of
choral music, and provide entertainment to the surrounding
community.  In December of 1991, with a concert of Christmas music,
sixteen singers embarked on a journey which has continued for
twenty years.  Founded by its current director, Dr. Robert L. Harris,
the group has specialized in presenting concerts of diverse and
unusual choral repertoire.

So, why do many Lutherans wear RED clothing on Reformation
Sunday?  We invite everyone to wear the liturgical color RED on
October 29 because RED represents the Holy Spirit. Martin
Luther believed that the Reformation was a direct result of the
Holy Spirit moving him and others to action. This day is a
celebration of the Holy Spirit that continues to move us, even
today, toward the grace and mercy of God.

This is Christ’s church.  There is a place for you here.

We are the church that shares a living, daring confidence in God’s grace.  Liberated by
our faith, we embrace you as a whole person - questions, complexities and all.  Join us
as we do God’s work in Christ’s name for the life of the world.  SOURCE: www.ELCA.org

http://www.ELCA.org
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Friday, October 13, 2017
6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. ~ $30 per person*

FREE for children 12 & under

Featuring the RhineLanders,
a German “Oompah” Band, for the 13th year!

Preise fur den besten Deutschen Gekleideter Mann und
Frau (Trans., so wear your best lederhosen and dirndl),

Hat, Bier-Stein, Polka Tanz!

* Included in the ticket price: German BRATS, Sauerkraut, Potato Salad, almost
German Bier, Wine, Soft Drinks

Tickets are on sale every Sunday before and after church in the Narthex.  You also can buy
tickets at the church office during office hours (Mon–Fri, 2:00 - 5:00 p.m.).  Make checks
payable to “Messiah Lutheran.”  We love tickets purchased in advance!

Last year and the three years before that, over 200 people attended!  We encourage you
to invite friends to join you at our annual Oktoberfest.  Please include $$ for your friends’
tickets (or let us know how many will join you.)  Questions?  Talk to Phil Nack, John Duren,
Tim Andrews, Mac Oliver or Parker Pearson.  Danke!

The 14th annual Lutheran Services of Georgia Golf Classic will be held
October 23, 2017 at the Crosswinds Golf Club near the Savannah airport.
This year there will be a 9:00 a.m. shotgun followed by lunch.  Last year
Messiah had 30 golfers and sponsored 14 military players!  Great job
Messiah!  Your golf committee – Frank Liebgott, Pattye & Clarke  Field, and
Shirley & Phil Nack – will be contacting you, if they haven’t already.

   Thank you for your continued support for LSG Savannah.

Our next book club will meet on Monday, November 13 to discuss
the New York Times bestseller Left to Tell: Discovering God Amidst
the Rwandan Holocaust by Immaculee Ilibagiza.  Amazon.com says
“the triumphant story of Immaculee Ilibagiza’s journey through the
darkness of genocide will inspire anyone whose life has been touched
by fear, suffering, and loss.”  The group will meet at 3:30 p.m. at the home of Jane Holst,
22 Coventry Close.  Refreshments will be provided.  Please sign up on the sheet posted on
the kiosk in the Narthex.

A MEN’S GROUP EVENT
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Diane Boyd,
Director

NOTES FROM

THE CHORAL DIRECTOR
Mary Maner

October’s Rehearsal Schedules

Men’s Chorus
Wednesday, October 4 at 6:15 p.m.
Wednesday, October 18 at 6:15 p.m.

Chancel Choir
Each Wednesday at 7:00 p.m.

Women’s Choir and Youth Choir
Each Sunday after worship at 10:05 a.m.

Come, join a choir, share your talents, and
enjoy the joy of Christian fellowship.

October’s Rehearsal Schedule

Brass Plus will meet at 9:00 a.m.
on October 7 and October 21.

October’s Rehearsal Schedule

Each Wednesday at 5:45 p.m.
Each Saturday at 10:00 a.m.

Men & Women of Messiah!  If you are interested in playing
handbells, please call or text Diane Boyd at (912) 414-5972.
We’d love to have you join this fun group!

PLUS
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News from the Christian Education Ministry
Barbara Tinker, Chairman

Please join us October 8 for our
  series entitled “Prepared.”

PREPARED – We’ve all been there. Somebody makes a
derogatory comment about faith, the Bible, or
Christianity.  You know you should say something.  But
what? What do you say when there’s little time and
even less interest? Glad you asked.  In this 3-part
series, Andy Stanley prepares believers to respond
quickly and respectfully to any question regarding faith,
the Bible, and Christianity.

On the remaining Sundays in October, the Adult Bible Study group will be looking at Martin
Luther and the Reformation with the help of the Professor Philip Cary DVD.

So, grab a cup of coffee and join us for Sunday Morning Bible Study at 10:20 a.m. in the
conference room.  The discussions are always interesting and you will be amazed how your
faith grows when you share it!

In October, the Ladies Monday Morning Bible Study will begin the
study of Romans by Kerygma.  We will be trying to read Romans as
a real letter and not just a summary of Paul’s theology.  Paul’s
theology was in a dynamic process of being shaped.  Although
Romans is a difficult book to read, I know that we will find it
tremendously exciting, particularly after our study of Martin Luther.
Come join us on Monday mornings at 9:30 in the conference room.
Argerie Martin, 598-8211, martinw720@aol.com.

The Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study will meet each
Wednesday in October at 8:00 a.m. in the card room
at the Marshwood Club in The Landings.  They will
continue the study of the New Testament book of
Acts.  All men are welcome to join.

NOTE: Please try to let Pastor Jason know if you plan
to attend so that accurate reservations may be
made.  You don’t need to be a member of The Landings Club to attend
and have breakfast.  Also, off-island men may contact Pastor Jason for
a gate pass.

Contributed by
Barb Tinker

Youth Sunday School (6th grade – high
school), led by Steve Derr, will meet in the back
hall classroom.  They are using the Lutheran
Traditions curriculum from Augsburg Fortress.

Contributed by
Argerie Martin

& Bible Study

mailto:martinw720@aol.com
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318 lbs. of food items to donate!

News from the Outreach Ministry
Sandy Schmoll, Chairman

America’s Second Harvest of Coastal Georgia

The Outreach Ministry would like to thank the members of our
congregation for their generous donations to America’s Second Harvest
during our Food Drive kickoff on Sunday, September 24!  We were
able to present to Second Harvest 318 pounds of food and $70!

Under Amanda Ridberg’s leadership, we continue our
reorganized efforts to contribute to America’s Second
Harvest.  Amanda has done a great job reigniting our
commitment and contributions to Second Harvest.

We ask that you bring your food or monetary donations
to church on the 4th Sunday of each month.  Also,
please continue to shop from the list that was
distributed at church and listed previously in the
Messiah Minute. These are the food items most needed
by Second Harvest.  The lists will be available on the
Narthex table and also are listed below.

canned items: soup, corn, peas, tuna, sardines
mac and cheese rice peanut butter

To acquaint our members with the new facilities at America’s Second Harvest, we are
offering a field trip to Second Harvest on Saturday, October 7.  We will either meet you at
the church parking lot at 10:30 a.m. to carpool, or at Second Harvest at 11:00 a.m.  There
is a sign-up sheet posted on the kiosk in the Narthex.  Please join us – you will love the
new facility!

Ronald McDonald House of the Coastal Empire

Each year the Ronald McDonald House provides a home away from home for
hundreds of children and their families.  With its two family rooms, they are
able to serve many, many more! Donations of goods, money, and time help to
provide the families with their basic needs, but they rely heavily on volunteers,
including Messiah Lutheran’s steadfast group of volunteers who faithfully
prepare a meal at the House on the first Monday of each month.

Lynn Townsend has lead this particular ministry for many years, and this
year the Ronald McDonald House is recognizing Lynn and her team as
“superheroes” for their service and dedication.  They have been invited
to the 2017 Community Impact Awards on Tuesday, November 14, 2017,
where they will receive an award and special recognition!
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Free Market at Fort Stewart

Donations are needed for the Free Market that will be held at Fort Stewart on Friday,
October 20.  Items requested include household goods, clothing, toys, furniture, electronics,
sports equipment, school supplies, music instruments, novels, and books for children. You
may bring the items to the church October 4-17.  A receipt for your donations will be
available.  A specific place in the building will be designated for storing the donated items.

Members of Messiah Lutheran made generous donations the last two years for this Outreach
Ministry project, which is sponsored by Protestant Women of the Chapel.  The Free Market
works like a Flea Market except that military families come to the market and select items
they need and receive them gratis.  Last year, this program helped more than 600 families
and it is likely that more will participate this year.

Three large deployments of Fort Stewart soldiers to foreign posts are planned for this fall.
It is an especially opportune time for us to support them and their families.  If you wish to
donate a large item that can’t be easily transported, the PWOC leaders can bring a truck to
your home to pick up the item. Please call John Duren (598-9362) if you have any
questions or need help moving an item.

The Protestant Women of the Chapel International is a resource network that
unites, trains and encourages women in the military chapel community in their
spiritual growth.  One of its goals is to involve women in the work of the chapel.
Free Markets are one of those works and they are conducted at U.S. military
bases in many places in the world.

News from the Worship & Music Ministry
Tom Olson, Chairman

The Worship and Music Ministry met this past Sunday afternoon to
review and plan worship activities for the balance of the year.  Two
major discussion items were the audio system (and hearing system for
the Sanctuary) and the Church Tower Chimes system (the need to
provide it with some flexibility).

The “fourth Sunday service” continues to be our opportunity to explore and insert new
worship ideas within the worship service format.  This service has allowed varieties of music
and music presentation.

There will be a Children’s Christmas Program on the second Sunday in December.  The
Advent season will have Wednesday evening dinners (soup and sandwich) and a casual
service in the Fellowship Hall focusing on the “Magnificant.”

Altar Guild, which is an important part of the Worship and Music Ministry, has started to list
several important additions, repairs, maintenance, and/or replacement of Altar physical
items (some will be handled through the annual budget, others through Memorial Funds,
and possibly through the Capital Campaign).  As the list develops, we will share it with the
congregation.

Worship & Music
Ministry
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News from the Parish Life Ministry
Jill Poole, Chairman

If you were born in October we want to celebrate you.  Please join us in the
Fellowship Hall after services on October 8 for Birthday Sunday.  Enjoy a slice of
Birthday Cake and a Happy Birthday Serenade from your fellow church members.

Love to bake? Sweet Treats are always welcome at the Sunday Morning Coffee
Hour and Fellowship Time.  Hate to bake? Store bought treats are welcome too.
The sign up sheet for Coffee Hour is posted on the kiosk in the narthex.

The morning is much better when we have coffee together!

To church on Sundays?  To Men’s or Women’s Bible Study?  To
other events at church (perhaps to a Reformation lecture or
concert or Oktoberfest)?  Maybe you aren’t driving any more – or
not at night – or just don’t feel up to driving.  The Parish Life
Ministry has the answer for you! It has a Transportation
Committee (a subcommittee of the Sonshine Committee) on call
to help, even on a limited basis to doctor appointments and for
errands. To book a ride, contact Pam Allen (e-mail
allenpr@comcast.net); Home: 598-9746; cell: 663-7235).

News from the Evangelism Ministry
Linda Jacla, Chairman

B & B - Breakfast & Basketball

In support of the Outreach Ministry’s Basketball Ministry, members of
the Evangelism Ministry have begun bringing water, juice, fruit and
snacks for the players on the 4th Saturday of each month.  The purpose
is to encourage not only our kids, but also kids in the community to
come and participate.  We hope to expand breakfast to every Saturday.
Look for updates in future newsletters or Messiah Minutes.

This ongoing group of crafty gabbers will get together on Saturday,
October 28, from 9:30 – 1:00.  They do some crafting, but mostly they
enjoy each other’s company.  Everyone is welcome!  Bring a “project” and
come join in the “gabbing.” For more information, talk to Argerie Martin,
Connie Squibb, or Joy Olson.

mailto:allenpr@comcast.net).
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Remarks from Church Council President Tom
Olson and Chairman of the Pastor Search
Committee Verne Hartson

From our Photo Album .  .  .

September’s Birthday Sunday

Pastor Jason with September’s Birthday Honorees (left to right)
Parker Pearson, Tom Thomas, Lynn McLauchlan, Connie Squibb,
Erin Haug (holding daughter Annika), and Byron Boyd.

A Special Brunch – On September 24, the congregation hosted a brunch to celebrate the
20th anniversary of Pastor Talsness’s ordination.  About 85 adults and half a dozen children
attended.
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Highlights from Church Council’s Meeting on September 19, 2017

Please note the following highlights have been taken from the draft
minutes that will be presented for approval at Council’s October 2017 meeting.

• Pastor’s Report.  Pastor Talsness reported the following:
< Outreach to Island Workers.  Tuesdays in August, Messiah opened the Fellowship Hall

for workers to come enjoy a cool, pleasant place to eat their lunch.  Despite dedicated
efforts, only two workers came the entire month, so we will put away this ministry
and seek other ways to share God’s love with our neighbors.

< Benevolence.  There has been a great deal of conversation about benevolence,
otherwise known as mission support – giving to the greater church.  Currently, this
figure is determined by Messiah at the end of the year based on surplus giving being
split between the mortgage principal and the Synod.  After thoughtful deliberation,
he thinks Council needs to wait a year before considering revising that bylaw.  (Some
discussion followed, but all agreed nothing need be done right away).

< Advent.  There will be a change in format for Wednesday evenings at Messiah during
Advent.  Instead of dinner and drama, we will have a 6:00 p.m. dinner (Dec. 6, 13
and 20), followed by a short worship service.

< Children’s Sunday School.  The Tapestry Sunday School has moved from the
Fellowship Hall to a room just past the nursery.  As our children are getting older, it
recognized that this location will be more conducive to learning.  Also, the curriculum
is shifting from a child-centered model to a family-centered one.  He will be spending
Sunday after worship supporting this fledgling model.

< Visitation.  Since last month: 2 home visits, 4 hospital visits, 1 evangelism visit, and
1 outing.

• Evangelism Ministry Report.  Linda Jacla reported that in October this ministry will
review its training book, update Greeters’ responsibilities, and focus on advertising for
the season of Advent.

• Outreach Ministry Report.  Sandy Schmoll reported that in November this ministry will
be asking members for donations for Thanksgiving baskets to be given to CGCA and in
December the ministry will put out small Christmas trees with tag ornaments requesting
gifts for Ronald McDonald House and CGCA. 

• Stewardship Ministry Report.  George Lawrence reported the following:
< A new date (10/22, 10/29 or 11/5, 11/12) is being considered for an Estate Planning

event.
< October 22 will be pledge Sunday.
< A representative from Lutheranch will give a short presentation and anyone interested

in donating to this cause can give directly to Lutheranch.
• New Business.  A motion was made, seconded, and passed to have Messiah cover the

expenses involved with Pastor Talsness’s trip to Guatemala.

www.Messiahsi.org

http://www.Messiahsi.org
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CHURCH COUNCIL

Tim Andrews, Property Ministry Chair, timandrews1114@comcast.net
Steve Allen, Finance Ministry Chair, Steven.H.Allen@gmail.com
Lynnetta Hartson, Staff Support/Mutual Ministry Chair, lhartson@comcast.net
Linda Jacla, Evangelism Ministry Chair, ljacla@gmail.com
George Lawrence, Stewardship Ministry Chair, mppggl13@gmail.com
Tom Olson, Worship & Music Ministry Chair, Tolson@kernengineering.com
Jill Poole, Parish Life Ministry Chair, jilldpoole@aol.com
Sandy Schmoll, Outreach Ministry Chair, savsandy@comcast.net
Barbara Tinker, Christian Education Ministry Chair, tinker.barbara@gmail.com
Jason Talsness, Pastor, skidawaypastorj@gmail.com; Cell phone: (770) 570-7407

CHURCH OFFICERS (Jan. 1 – Dec. 31, 2017)
Tom Olson, President
Tim Andrews, Vice President
Lynnetta Hartson, Recording Secretary
Parker Pearson, Treasurer

CHURCH STAFF

Jason Talsness, Pastor
Mary Maner, Choral Director
Diane Boyd, Church Organist
Cynthia Sharpley, Church Secretary (Hrs: Mon–Fri, 2-5 p.m.)
Barbara Roush, Church Bookkeeper (Hrs: Tues mornings)

Help Keep Our Records Current
Have you changed your e-mail address?  Moved?  Have a new mailing address?  New home or
cell telephone number?  New work telephone number?  Please share updates with the church
office by calling 598-1188 or e-mailing MessiahSk@gmail.com.
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