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You Have a Story!
– Spiritual Memoir Class

First, a story:

My grandfather had a little cabin behind his house.  It served as both a work station and
storage.  The little structure had a woodburning stove in it.  I visited him there one winter
day as a teenager when I found him feeding old letters into the stove.  I asked him what
he was burning.  He said they were old letters between him and his wife when they were
dating, including many poems he wrote to her.  When I registered my protest, he said that
he and his wife (my grandmother) discussed it and this was their decision.  I was irate.
I registered my protest with both of them, bordering on scolding.  I loved them and
thought their letters would be important for the rest of us to see someday.  With a level
of defiance that seemed less than loving, the matter was settled and there was nothing I
could do about it.  I continued to remind him of my disappointment in this decision for
years thereafter.

Now truth be told, looking back, they had every right to burn those letters.  Today I can
sympathize with their decision.  But oh, I wish they would have been saved.  They would
have been treasures for the rest of us.  Their correspondence was private.  But what if they
had written about things they wanted me and my brothers to know about them? That
would have been a benefit to them and the rest of us.

With this story, I want to introduce you to the practice of writing a spiritual memoir.  I will
offer a class on writing your spiritual memoir, a writing group that will meet monthly
through to the spring.  A spiritual memoir is like any other memoir, except that it is done
so with an awareness and an acknowledgment of that which is holy in our lives.  Our lives
are full of sacred moments and places.  Some are positive: weddings, births, favorite
getaways, important transitions, coming of age.  Some sacred moments are challenges:
painful separations, relocations, people who were difficult to love.  A spiritual memoir
chronicles important events, people, and/or places in a person’s life.
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Why Bother with a Spiritual Memoir?

One thing I have learned in my time at Messiah is that everyone has a story. . . or more
accurately, everyone’s life is a string of stories.  Because of the nature of our community,
which is made up mostly of people who are from somewhere else, the stories vary.  As a
pastor, I am always privately reflecting on other people’s stories.  I like asking questions,
I like it when people share stories, moments of significance.  It is in our nature as humans
to love a good story.

I have stories from my life.  Some of them I share when I find it appropriate.  Others are
kept tucked away for another day.  When I discovered the genre of spiritual memoir, it
seemed like Messiah would be a place full of people who had stories to share.  They just
needed a space to get them recorded.

Instead of writing about one’s life chronologically, starting with birth and moving forward,
a spiritual memoir seeks to focus on certain moments or events.  One doesn’t need to
bother with the bigger picture, just the context of a specific time and place.  That frees the
writer from spending a great deal of time on extenuating circumstances to get the story
out there.

You have stories to share.  Whether these stories are just kept for one’s own self, or
written to be shared with others, the very act of writing them is a valuable exercise, as you
seek to be heard and understood and to be reconciled with the past.  These written stories
would make excellent gifts to children or grandchildren, and valuable keepsakes to those
who love you.  Reading a memoir of a loved one isn’t just about the story, it’s also hearing
that person’s voice and honoring that person’s life.  Memoirs are simple but profoundly
valuable writings.

And Then There’s God . . .

Why I am interested in others doing memoirs is that the very practice of writing them
allows for time to reflect about God.  Questions abound: Why did God do this? When did
the hand of God work in my life? Why did it seem God was so distant during that time?
This was when the love of Jesus was real to me . . . .  Whether or not the memoir itself
even mentions God, reflection about God is part of the writing process, and that is
something I think every person of faith should do.  I’m here to help facilitate that.

Here’s how it works:

We will meet on the first Thursday of the month at 3:00 p.m. in the
Conference Room, starting October 5.  We will focus on a given theme,
then the group will get an assignment pertaining to that theme, and be
asked to write three pages, double spaced.  The next month we will
share what we wrote and get feedback.  At the end of the class, each
participant will have seven quality drafts of memoirs.
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People often say they will do something like this someday but never get around to it.  Here
at Messiah, you get a chance to do so.  Please consider participating and if interested, sign
up on the sheet posted on the kiosk.

This is my second year offering this class.  If you would like to talk to those who did this
last year, I can give you some names.

I leave you with Job, who in his hardship said these words:

O that my words were written down!
O that they were inscribed in a book!
O that with an iron pen and with lead
they were engraved on a rock forever!
For I know that my Redeemer[a] lives,

and that at the last he will stand upon the earth;
Job 19:23-25

See You in Worship,
Pastor Jason Talsness

Further Reading:
Writing the Sacred Journey by Elizabeth J. Andrew (this year’s textbook)
Memoirs of the Soul by Nan Phifer

9/01 Norma & Bud Stevens’ 61st

9/04 Carol & John Duren’s 52nd

9/07 MaryAnn & Rudi Wunsch’s 49th

9/09 Milda & Terry Blaney’s 56th

9/18 Joy & Tom Olson’s 46th

9/19 Barbara Van Doren & Tim

Andrews’ 2nd

9/29 Amanda & David Ridberg’s 17th

9/30 Judy & Roger Nord’s 50th!

9/3 Parker Pearson

9/5 Betty Anderson

9/5 Barbara Van Doren

9/6 Jim Peper

9/8 Tom Thomas

9/9 Isabella Camizzi

9/12 David Ridberg

9/18 Troy Samuels

9/19 Steve Allen

9/20 Susan Richardson

9/22 Lynn McLauchlan

9/23 Jamie Peper Ikerd

9/24 Sue Haake

9/28 Erin Haug

9/29 Connie Squibb
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In Memoriam
Nancy Jane Hall  Kaylor

Our dear sister in Christ, Nancy Jane (Hall) Kaylor,
died of sepsis on September 3, 2017 in Hospice of
Savannah.  Nancy was born in Vancouver,
Washington to the late Frances and John Andrew Hall
on February 4, 1937.  In 1955 she married Richard E.
Kaylor at the Vancouver Methodist Church and they
immediately left for Southern California where Nancy
worked as a secretary while Richard finished his
undergraduate studies at Whittier College.

During their 62 years of marriage, Nancy and Richard
lived in many locations across the U.S.  They retired
to The Landings in Savannah, Georgia in 1993.  Over
the course of her life, Nancy worked as a
highly-regarded legal secretary in the law department
of Boston’s Raytheon Corporation; took college
courses in English, creative writing and literature
(she was an excellent grammarian and writer) and
did volunteer work with blind children.

Nancy was the rock of the family because of her kindness to everyone and total
acceptance of others.  The family ‘settled in’ wherever they went, mostly because of
Nancy’s easy grace, genuine kindness and poise.

Along the way Nancy played tennis, golf and bridge and her circle of friends evolved
from these activities.

Nancy’s mother, father and older sister all died after suffering from Alzheimer’s
disease.  She started exhibiting early signs of Alzheimer’s by the age of 69 and moved
into memory care in October of 2016 at the age of 79.

Nancy is survived by her husband, Richard, her daughter, Jody, of Marin County,
California, her son, Scot and daughter-in-law Kyriakoula Micha who reside in
Philadelphia, her older brother Drew (and wife Miriam) of Portland, Oregon, and
younger sister Grace (and husband Morton McMichael) of Mill Valley, California.

A memorial service will be held at Messiah Lutheran Church at a later date.

May God grant Dick and the family and friends blessed memories of Nancy
and resurrection peace through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
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† Prayers of support for Dick Kaylor, his family, and the friends of Dick’s
wife Nancy Kaylor, who died on September 3, 2017.
† Prayers of support for Ann Farr and her family on the loss of Ann’s
mother Frances Roe Langille, 92, of Chicago, IL, who died in August 2017.
† Prayers of support for the family and friends of the late Bill Shulak,
brother-in-law of Messiah member Tim Andrews.
† Prayers of healing for our members, friends, and relatives undergoing
special care and treatment: Carr Baldwin, Alinda Borsani (Babette’s sister),
Cole and Elliot (twin sons born prematurely in September to Meaghan
Andrews (Tim Andrews’ daughter) and her husband Rob Springer), Anne
Dobra (Pattye & Clarke Field’s sister-in-law), Andrea Felkins, Levi
Ingvalson (Lana & Eric Gilster’s four year old grandnephew), Christine
Kumagai, Ray Kunsman, Bridget (Shirley & Phil Nack’s granddaughter),
Cindy Lockwood (Anne Jeanblanc’s sister-in-law), Judy Nord, Tom
Richardson, Linda Shadel (Lynn McLauchlan’s sister-in-law), Bob Sears,
Shirley Stinson (Greg Stinson’s mother), Jan Stinson (Greg Stinson’s
cousin), Kathyrn Turenne, Marguerite Weisemann, and Lorna Wentzel
(Jennifer Nguyen’s mother), who has received a bone marrow transplant.

September Announcements

Copies of the September issue of THE LUTHERAN, the official news magazine of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, as well as DAILY DEVOTIONAL BOOKLETS for the
3rd quarter of 2017, are available on the table in the entrance foyer of the sanctuary.
Also, a limited number of LARGE PRINT devotionals are available.

CERTAIN SCHEDULED MEETINGS & EVENTS IN SEPTEMBER
< Birthday Sunday is September 10.  If your birthday is this month, be sure to come to

church on the 10th so that we can celebrate your birth!
< Women’s Monday Morning Bible Study, after taking time off during the summer,

begins again on September 18.  For more info, please see within.
< Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study will meet each Wednesday in September at 8:00 a.m.

in the card room at the Marshwood Club in The Landings.  For more info, see within.
< Evangelism Ministry will meet at 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, September 12.
< Church Council will meet at 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, September 19.
< Staff Support/Mutual Ministry will meet at 10:30 a.m. on Tuesday, September 26.
< Craft 'n Gab will meet at 9:30 a.m. on Saturday, September 30.
< Evangelism’s Caring Card Ministry will meet at 9:30 a.m. on Saturday,

September 30.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER OUR SISTERS AND BROTHERS

Ministry Members: Save these Dates for Meetings next Month (September)

Tuesday, October 23 at 10:30 a.m. Staff Support/Mutual Ministry
Saturday, October 28 at 9:30 a.m. Caring Card Ministry
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Sponsored by Parish Life Ministry

Chapeau Sunday
    September 10, 2017

While we take the Gospel seriously, we do not have to
take ourselves seriously and playfulness can be a part of
the joy of the life of a congregation.  The ladies of Messiah
Lutheran will remind us of how important this philosophy
of life is when they celebrate their fifth Chapeau Sunday
on September 10.  On this day, many Messiah Lutheran

ladies will proclaim their devotion to the chapeau, sometimes known as the bonnet, the
hat, the head covering, the cap.

For those new to this tradition, Chapeau Sunday began many centuries ago when several
German Lutheran grande dames looked wistfully on the elaborate head coverings worn by
Catholic cardinals and bishops.  The ladies did not necessarily covet the coverings with
long silken strings interlaced or the rows of tassels, or the vibrant colors of green and red,
but oh, how beautiful those coverings were ~ and, really now, wouldn’t they look so much
more beautiful (and appropriate) on ladies’ lovely heads!

Soon thereafter, a small group of those good German Lutheran ladies convened to discuss
how to go about putting those gorgeous chapeaus in their proper places; i.e., on ladies’
heads!  They determined that on one Sunday in each year, all women would be encouraged
(but not commanded!) to wear their finest hats to church, and thus Chapeau Sunday was
proclaimed.  Henceforward, Chapeau Sunday began being observed in thousands and
thousands of Lutheran churches on the last Sunday of the Adult Choir’s summer break.

So, on Sunday, September 10, 2017 ladies of Messiah Lutheran Church are encouraged to
adorn their heads with a chapeau.  And all are invited to come see, admire, and enjoy the
plethora of millinery designs!

  4th Chapeau
    Sunday, 9/11/16

Event cancelled because of Hurricane Irma.  It will
be rescheduled, so check the Messiah Minutes
weekly!
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After the worship service on Sunday, September 10, we are
going to celebrate the 20th anniversary of Pastor Talsness’s
ordination with a brunch in his honor (the actual anniversary
is September 12, 2017).  Cheryl Liebgott and
Christine Lind of the Parish Hospitality Ministry
are asking you to bring your favorite brunch
dishes and fruit bowls to feed the masses that
morning.  Even if you didn’t sign up to bring
something, it’s not too late.  Do come and help
celebrate with Pastor Talsness.

The Parish Life Ministry invites all church members for an afternoon
of fun and fellowship – BINGO Style – with the added benefit of
helping the Ronald McDonald House.  Plan now to come and bring
some friends on Sunday, September 24 from 4-6 p.m.  Make a
donation to the Ronald McDonald House and earn a BINGO card.
Play to win gift cards and small prizes.  There also will be plenty of
snacks and a lots of fellowship.  Sign up on the sheet posted on the
kiosk in the Narthex.

Saturday, September 30, 8:30 a.m.  All men and women of Messiah
are invited to help accomplish some general clean up around the
church.  Please bring a few paper bags, rakes, gloves, and pruning and
trimming tools, if you have them.

~ Work Day organized by Messiah’s Men’s Group

Annual Blessing of the Animals
Sunday, October 1 at 4:00 p.m.

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church

Whether your pets walk, gallop, fly, swim, or slither, bring them to
this Celebration and Blessing of the Animals in remembrance of St.
Francis of Assisi’s love and care for creation and all of God’s
creatures.  Everyone welcome! Invite your neighbors!

This event, offered for the whole Skidaway community, is a joint
ministry of St. Peter’s Episcopal Church and Messiah Lutheran Church.

 Contributed by Jill Poole,

 Parish Life Ministry Chair

Event cancelled because of Hurricane Irma.  It will be
rescheduled, so check the Messiah Minutes weekly!
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Reformation Anniversary Events

Reformation Lectures with the Learning Center

Historian Dr. Byron Boyd will be presenting a series of lectures on
the Reformation for The Learning Center on Mondays from 3:30 p.m.
to 4:30 p.m. beginning October 2 at Skidaway Presbyterian, 50
Diamond Causeway.  This is a fitting series as we celebrate the
500th Anniversary of the Reformation in October.  The dramatic
image of Martin Luther nailing 95 theses to the door of the Castle
Church in Wittenberg on October 31, 1517 has become the visual
synecdoche for a much more complicated movement in Western
Christianity.  This course examines the background of Church
doctrine and practice that led Luther to post his grievances.  It
details the major biographical events of Luther and other religious
dissenters.  And it explores the theological, political, and cultural
ramifications – including the Catholic counter-Reformation – of the
biggest alteration to Christian expression in the past 500 years.

The cost for the series of lectures is $40 for members of The Learning Center and $80 for
visitors (add $15 after September 25).  For more information, go to:
http://www.seniorcitizensinc.org/the-learning-center.

October 2 The Church in the Later Middle Ages
October 9 Luther and Lutheranism
October 16 Calvinism and Other Sects
October 23 The English Reformation
October 30 The Catholic Counter-Reformation
November 6 The Age of Religious Wars

Byron Boyd, Ph.D. has taught European and American history at Savannah Country Day
School since 1982 and has chaired the history department for many of those years.  He
earned his undergraduate degree in philosophy at Michigan State University and his M.A
and Ph.D. in history from the University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill.

Reformation 500 Lecture Series

The final installment of these seminars for and by area Lutherans will be on Roman
Catholic/Lutheran ecumenical dialogues.  The facilitator is Father Michael J. Kavanaugh,
Director of the Office for Ecumenism and Interreligious Relations for the Roman Catholic
Diocese of Savannah.  He will present a discussion on the current relationship between
Lutherans and Roman Catholics.  This seminar will be October 15 from 3:00 - 5:00 p.m.
at St. Peter the Apostle Catholic Church on Wilmington Island.  The address is 7070
Concord Road, Savannah, GA 31410.

Also, Savannah area Roman Catholics and Lutherans will have a joint worship service – a
Reformation Commemoration – on October 22 at 5:00 p.m. at the Cathedral of St. John the
Baptist, Savannah. Our synodical bishop, the Rev. Bishop Gordy, will be in attendance and will
lead the prayer service with Bishop Gregory Hartmayer of the Catholic Diocese of Savannah.

http://www.seniorcitizensinc.org/the-learning-center
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Friday, October 13, 2017
6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. ~ $30 per person*

FREE for children 12 & under

Featuring the RhineLanders,
a German “Oompah” Band, for the 13th year!

Preise fur den besten Deutschen Gekleideter Mann und
Frau (Trans., so wear your best lederhosen and dirndl),

Hat, Bier-Stein, Polka Tanz!

*Included in the ticket price: German BRATS, Sauerkraut, Potato Salad, almost
German Bier, Wine, Soft Drinks

Tickets are on sale every Sunday before and after church in the Narthex.  You also can buy
tickets at the church office during office hours (Mon–Fri, 2:00 - 5:00 p.m.).  Make checks
payable to “Messiah Lutheran.”  We love tickets purchased in advance!

Last year and the three years before that, over 200 people attended!  We encourage you
to invite friends to join you at our annual Oktoberfest.  Please include $$ for your friends’
tickets (or let us know how many will join you.)  Questions?  Talk to Phil Nack, John Duren,
Tim Andrews, Mac Oliver or Parker Pearson.  Danke!

The 14th annual Lutheran Services of Georgia Golf Classic will be held
October 23, 2017 at the Crosswinds Golf Club near the Savannah airport.
This year there will be a 9:00 a.m. shotgun followed by lunch.  Last year
Messiah had 30 golfers and sponsored 14 military players!  Great job
Messiah!  Your golf committee – Frank Liebgott, Pattye & Clarke  Field, and
Shirley & Phil Nack – will be contacting you beginning this month.

   Thank you for your continued support for LSG Savannah.

Our next book club will meet on Monday, November 13 to discuss
the New York Times bestseller Left to Tell: Discovering God Amidst
the Rwandan Holocaust by Immaculee Ilibagiza.  Amazon.com says
“the triumphant story of Immaculee Ilibagiza’s journey through the
darkness of genocide will inspire anyone whose life has been touched
by fear, suffering, and loss.”  The group will meet at 3:30 p.m. at the home of Jane Holst,
22 Coventry Close.  Refreshments will be provided.  Please sign up on the sheet posted on
the kiosk in the Narthex.

A MEN’S GROUP EVENT
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Mary Maner

September is here again and our
weekly music activities will soon
begin.  Chancel choir will meet
on Wednesday, September 13 at
7:00 p.m. with our main focus
on selections  for Reformation
Sunday, the end of October.

Women’s choir and men’s chorus
will resume their regular
schedules the 1st of October.

We extend a warm invitation to
all interested in joining any of
our groups.  Let’s lift our voices
in praise and give thanks for the
gift of music!

Looking forward to seeing you
soon.

Soli Deo,
Mary

Brass Plus will practice on September 9
and then every other week in the fall.

Special thanks to Barbara Tinker for heading up the “Town Hall Meeting”
on August 13.  I was not able to attend because of a commitment to spend
a weekend with my Mom in Smyrna, Ga.  Also, thanks to all who
participated in presenting information at the meeting . . . and to our
congregation members who attended and participated with comments and
questions.

Messiah Lutheran is in progress for a wonderful year.  With the Strategic Plan provided late
in 2016 and into early 2017, already the various Ministries are working on not only their
expected responsibilities, but they are adding Strategic Plan activities to their efforts.

I do hope the congregation is pleased with the lists of varying activities that the Ministries
are providing and planning.  Members who find an activity that strongly interests them
should contact the specific Ministry and its leader to express your desire to help.

And all should be very pleased with the progress of the Capital Campaign, only eight
months into its three year schedule.  The Capital Campaign is opening many opportunities
for Messiah Lutheran.  Thanks to all.

God Bless all of Messiah Lutheran,

Tom Olson
Church Council President

PLUS
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News from the Christian Education Ministry
Barbara Tinker, Chairman

We’ve all been there. Somebody makes a derogatory
comment about faith, the Bible, or Christianity.  You
know you should say something.  But what? What do
you say when there’s little time and even less
interest? Glad you asked.  In this 3-part series,
starting September 17, Andy Stanley prepares
believers to respond quickly and respectfully to any
question regarding faith, the Bible, and Christianity.

Grab a cup of coffee and join us for Sunday Morning Bible Study at 10:20 a.m. in the
conference room.  The discussions are always interesting and you will be amazed how your
faith grows when you share it!

On Monday, September 18, at 9:30 a.m. in the conference room,
we will begin a Kerygma study on “Romans:  A Letter for Today.”
This revised and updated study also will include one lesson on
Martin Luther and the Reformation.  In this letter we will witness
Paul wrestling dynamically with many issues:  justification and
grace, sin and salvation, and the faithfulness of God.  Paul’s
letter to the Romans has also been called the most influential letter ever written.  New
members are always welcomed, so please come join us.  Questions?  Call Argerie Martin,
598-8211, martinw720@aol.com.

The Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study will meet each
Wednesday in September at 8:00 a.m. in the
card room at the Marshwood Club in The
Landings.  This month, they will be studying the
New Testament book of Acts.  All men are
welcome to join.

NOTE: Please try to let Pastor Jason know if you plan to attend so that
accurate reservations may be made.  You don’t need to be a member of
The Landings Club to attend and have breakfast.  Also, off-island men
may contact Pastor Jason for a gate pass.

Contributed by
Barb Tinker

Youth Sunday School (6th grade – high
school), led by Steve Derr, will meet in
the back hall classroom.  They are using
the Lutheran Traditions curriculum from
Augsburg Fortress.

& Bible Study

mailto:martinw720@aol.com
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For the Women of Messiah

Revive’17 Live Streaming 
9/29 & 9/30

Revive’17 is all about mentoring, discipling and
living in community with other women as you
get to know Jesus together.  You can attend
this conference free of charge and in the
comfort of your own home through live
streaming!  Everything you need to know is at
www.Revive17.com/livestream.  You even may
want to host a group of women in your home.

The first session begins at 1:30 p.m. on Friday, September 29 and the last session
concludes at 5:00 p.m. on Saturday, September 30.

Revive ‘17 Schedule

Friday, September 29

1:30–4:30 p.m. Session 1

Beauty Secrets of Titus 2
Nancy DeMoss Wolgemuth

The “What” and the “Now What?
Mary Kassian

Aging Beautifully—at All Ages
Susan Hunt

6:30–9:30 p.m. Session 2

Teaching and Learning—Life-to-Life
Susan Hunt

Living in Sacred Service
Mary Kassian

Abstaining from Slander
Damaris Carbaugh

Saturday, September 30

8:30 a.m.–12:00 p.m. Session 3

Experiencing Freedom from Bondage
Nancy DeMoss Wolgemuth

Developing Self-Control
Mary Kassian

Pursuing Holiness in an Unholy World
Dannah Gresh

Cultivating a Heart for Home
Betsy Goméz

1:30–5:00 p.m. Session 4

Training Our Hearts for Relationship
Dannah Gresh

Discovering the Strength and Beauty of Submission
Blair Linne

Embracing the Gifts of Motherhood
Blair Linne

Showing a Deeper Kind of Kindness
Nancy DeMoss Wolgemuth

Contributed by Alexandra Talsness

http://www.Revive17.com/livestream


MLC Newsletter ~ September 2017 ~ Page 13

News from the Outreach Ministry
Sandy Schmoll, Chairman

Outreach Focus for September – America’s Second Harvest of Coastal Georgia

This wonderful organization (ASH) is a locally inspired, volunteer-driven
nonprofit food bank and community partnering organization.  Second
Harvest serves as the food safety net for tens of thousands of children,
senior citizens, low-income families, and people with disabilities who
are at risk for hunger throughout southern Georgia.  For many years,
Messiah Lutheran Church has supported Second Harvest faithfully by
supplying food, working in the ASH warehouse stocking shelves, and by
hosting a Kids’ Café Christmas party at a local elementary school.

Amanda Ridberg has recently assumed the role of ASH coordinator/liaison for our Messiah
congregation.  Amanda has visited the new ASH warehouse and is re-establishing and
enhancing the relationship we have with ASH.  She is passionate about offering various
opportunities by which our congregation can learn about and engage (or re-engage) with
this vitally important organization.

To acquaint our members with the new facilities at ASH, we are offering a field trip to
Second Harvest on Saturday, September 9.  We will either meet you at the church parking
lot at 10:30 a.m. or at Second Harvest at 11:00 a.m.  There is a sign-up sheet posted on
the kiosk in the narthex.  Please join us – you will love the new facility!

We also are restructuring our donation efforts of canned and boxed food to ASH.  Amanda
has learned that several specific items are always needed and appreciated by ASH.  Lists
of these items will be distributed on September 11 and 17 following worship.  We would
like to kick off our new food drive efforts by having the listed items brought to church on
Sunday, September 24.  Moving forward, we will collect donations of these items on the
4th Sunday of every month, beginning in October.  Depending on interest and availability,
we also will establish a day once a month for volunteers to go to the facility and donate
two hours assisting in the warehouse.

Thank you for helping feed the children of God.

CGCA Teachers’ Treasure Chests

A big thank you from the Outreach Ministry team to
all those who so generously donated supplies and
funds for our Coastal Georgia Comprehensive
Academy (CGCA) Teachers’ Treasure Chest drive!  As
most of you know by now, CGCA serves behaviorally-challenged students in Chatham and
Effingham counties.  We were able to purchase dollar store gift cards for each of the 28
classrooms in the amount of $40 each.  We also collected four large bins full of supplies
for Steve Derr to take to the school!  Our youth had a great time packing up all the
supplies!

Tour cancelled because of Hurricane Irma.  It will be
rescheduled, so check the Messiah Minutes weekly!
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News from the Parish Life Ministry
Jill Poole, Chairman

If you were born in September we want to celebrate you.  Please join us in the
Fellowship Hall after services on September 10 for Birthday Sunday.  Enjoy a
slice of Birthday Cake and a Happy Birthday Serenade from your fellow church
members.

Love to bake? Sweet Treats are always welcome at the Sunday Morning Coffee
Hour and Fellowship Time.  Hate to bake? Store bought treats are welcome
too.  The sign up sheet for Coffee Hour is posted on the kiosk in the narthex.

The morning is much better when we have coffee together!

To church on Sundays?  To Men’s or Women’s Bible Study?  To
other events at church (how about to Bingo for a Cause or
Oktoberfest)?  Maybe you aren’t driving any more – or not at
night – or just don’t feel up to driving.  The Parish Life Ministry
has the answer for you! It has a Transportation Committee (a
subcommittee of the Sonshine Committee) on call to help, even
on a limited basis to doctor appointments and for errands. To
book a ride, contact Pam Allen (e-mail allenpr@comcast.net);
Home: 598-9746; cell: 663-7235).

News from the Property Ministry
Tim Andrews, Chairman

Here and There Around the Church

Installation of new carpeting in the Sanctuary was completed on Saturday,
August 26.

If you see something that needs attention, please tell Tim Andrews.

This ongoing group of crafty gabbers will get together on Saturday,
September 30, from 9:30 – 1:00.  They do some crafting, but mostly
they enjoy each other’s company.  Everyone is welcome!  Bring a
“project” and come join in the “gabbing.” For more information, talk to
Argerie Martin, Connie Squibb, or Joy Olson.

Birthday Sunday cancelled because of Hurricane Irma.
It will be rescheduled, so check the Messiah Minutes
weekly!

mailto:allenpr@comcast.net).
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Sandy Schmoll performed
a handbell solo.

Town Hall Meeting

From our Photo Album .  .  .

Sunday, August 13

Pastor Jason with August’s Birthday Honorees (left to right)
Alexandra Talsness, Barb Tinker, Teresa Camizzi, Peter Talsness,
Baby Annika Haug, and Don Schaet.
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CGCA Teachers’ Treasure Chests
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Highlights from Church Council’s Meeting on August 15, 2017

Please note the following highlights have been taken from the draft
minutes that will be presented for approval at Council’s September 2017 meeting.

• Pastor’s Report.  Pastor Talsness reported the following:
< New Graphics.  He showed the proposed new logo design to council members and

said that a group from council, together with other vested parties, met with the
graphic designer Mick McCay to look at this first draft.  Because the feedback was
that it was a bit too contemporary, the designer will produce a revised graphic.

< Old Hymnals.  He asked permission from the council to make available to members
a trove of used hymnals (Green books and Blue books) he recently found.  All agreed
that he should make that offer to the congregation.

< LSG.  Pastor has met with Mary Fuller, the new director of the Savannah are
Lutheran Service of Georgia (LSG).  Although most of their budget comes from the
state, she is interested in strengthening ties to area congregations and would like to
meet with the Outreach Ministry and possibly the entire congregation this fall.

< Benevolence.  At the recent Town Hall Meeting, the subject of how we support the
greater church was brought up.  He thinks we need to re-examine benevolence and
the executive committee needs to discuss the process.

< Visitation.  Since last month: 3 home visits and 2 dinners with Messiah households.
< The Maners!  Mary and Ron Maner have sold their home in Tennessee and will be

moving to The Landings on a permanent basis.
• Evangelism Ministry Report.  Linda Jacla reported that this ministry has been

evaluating their ideas to the Strategic Plan results.  They are focusing on growing the
faith which should result in more members.  They will be offering a training class on
“how to be an evangelist.”  They also are focusing on Advent and how to extend the
activities to the greater community.

• Outreach Ministry Report.  Sandy Schmoll reported the following:
< The Tuesday workers program had a slow start with only two workers the first

Tuesday and none the next.  The team will continue to contact the companies and
encourage them to tell their workers about the offer.  Pastor Talsness commented
as to whether this is right place and how to improve curb appeal.

< Amanda Ridberg, the liaison for America’s Second Harvest, is planning a tour of the
new area at Second Harvest.  They also are in the planning process for the holidays.

• Parish Life Ministry Report.  Jill Poole reported the following:
< Kathy Fritz is looking for some teenagers to help in the nursery.
< Responding to Strategic Planning, her team is planning a parental babysitting

program on a quarterly schedule and will be asking parents about their ideas.
< In September, Parish Life will have an afternoon of fun and fellowship with the side

benefit of raising funds for a selected charity.
< A dolphin tour is being planned.

• Staff Support/Mutual Ministry Report.  Lynnetta Hartson reported that staff
performance evaluations will begin in September in order to have budget requests to
Finance for the 2018 year.

• Finance Ministry Report.  Steve Allen, Finance Ministry Chair, and Parker Pearson,
Treasurer.  Steve reported that July was $1,100 to the positive and year to date is plus
$15,000.  He thinks this is very good considering summer months can be slower with
several members out of town.
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CHURCH COUNCIL

Tim Andrews, Property Ministry Chair, timandrews1114@comcast.net
Steve Allen, Finance Ministry Chair, Steven.H.Allen@gmail.com
Lynnetta Hartson, Staff Support/Mutual Ministry Chair, lhartson@comcast.net
Linda Jacla, Evangelism Ministry Chair, ljacla@gmail.com
George Lawrence, Stewardship Ministry Chair, mppggl13@gmail.com
Tom Olson, Worship & Music Ministry Chair, Tolson@kernengineering.com
Jill Poole, Parish Life Ministry Chair, jilldpoole@aol.com
Sandy Schmoll, Outreach Ministry Chair, savsandy@comcast.net
Barbara Tinker, Christian Education Ministry Chair, tinker.barbara@gmail.com
Jason Talsness, Pastor, skidawaypastorj@gmail.com; Cell phone: (770) 570-7407

CHURCH OFFICERS (Jan. 1 – Dec. 31, 2017)
Tom Olson, President
Tim Andrews, Vice President
Lynnetta Hartson, Recording Secretary
Parker Pearson, Treasurer

CHURCH STAFF

Jason Talsness, Pastor
Mary Maner, Choral Director
Diane Boyd, Church Organist
Cynthia Sharpley, Church Secretary (Hrs: Mon–Fri, 2-5 p.m.)
Barbara Roush, Church Bookkeeper (Hrs: Tues mornings)

Help Keep Our Records Current
Have you changed your e-mail address?  Moved?  Have a new mailing address?  New home
or cell telephone number?  New work telephone number?  Please share updates with the
church office by calling 598-1188 or e-mailing MessiahSk@gmail.com.
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