
M e s s i a h  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h
A CONGREGATION OF THE

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

The 20th Anniversary of our Groundbreaking

This month marks the 20th anniversary of the
groundbreaking of our sanctuary.  On May 18, 1997,
members of Messiah and their founding pastor had a
ceremony to mark the beginning of an important part of
establishing a church: having a building! Those times are
enshrined above our church water fountains with the TWATL
issues that covered the events pertaining to our
establishment.

Prior to having the church facility we enjoy today, Messiah
worshiped at different places on the island, most notably in
a building at Skidaway State Park. The first worship service
took place in 1993, also in May on the 23rd. This was a
group of Christians with a leader and a vision: to build a
lasting witness to Christianity as understood by Lutheranism.
Four years later, they broke ground for this facility.  Twenty
years since, that vision has become a reality.

When it comes to communities of faith, having a building isn’t a necessity. The Israelites
followed God for hundreds of years before they built the temple in Jerusalem.  The
Christians of the New Testament didn’t build churches, they worshiped first in Jewish
synagogues, then in homes. The most notable thing Jesus had to say about worship
facilities was that someday the temple would be demolished (Luke 21:6).  This came true
in 70 AD. In fact, Jesus went so far as to say said that wherever two or three gather in his
name, he is there also, eliminating the necessity of a structure for worship. The apostle
Paul did his own “Extreme Makeover: Home Edition,” radically relocating the holy place to
that of every single believer, saying “God’s temple is holy, and you are that temple”
(I Corinthians 3:17).

It is not essential for Christians to have a building to do the work of the church. But it sure
helps a great deal.  A sanctuary is a tool for ministry.  It provides a place in which to
worship and to have fellowship, and it provides a place from which we leave to serve our
neighborhood.  It is a blessing to have a large room designated as a space to worship with
built-in sound amplification, an organ, places to sit, and places to store things such as
Bibles and books of worship.

MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH OF SKIDAWAY ISLAND
1 WEST RIDGE ROAD, SAVANNAH, GA   31411

The Rev. Jason W. Talsness        Cell: (770) 570-7407              E-mail: skidawaypastorj@gmail.com
Office Telephone: (912) 598-1188       Office FAX: (912) 598-1339
E-MAIL: messiahsk@gmail.com            WEB: www.messiahsi.org

Mission Statement

In the name of Jesus, welcome everyone,
grow in faith, support one another, serve others. May 2017

mailto:skidawaypastorj@gmail.com
mailto:messiahsk@gmail.com
http://www.messiahsk.com
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Did you notice our new
Mission Statement?
It made its debut on the
first page of this newsletter!

We are blessed to have this facility here at Messiah.  Twenty years ago, the founders of
the church broke ground on our present structure, and valuable ministry has been taking
place here ever since.

On Sunday, May 21, we are going to celebrate the 20th anniversary of this
groundbreaking.  Pastor Jim Peper, the founding pastor of this church, will be with us at
worship to remember this day.  It will be a day of joy and gratitude, and I hope you can
be a part of it as together we give thanks for our magnificent church structure!

But I, through the abundance of your steadfast love, will enter your house,
I will bow down toward your holy temple in awe of you. Psalm 5:7

Your Brother in Christ,
 Pastor Jason Talsness

Megan Boyden and Will Gladden will be

confirmed on Sunday, May 14, 2017.

To honor Megan and Will, and also to honor
and express sincere appreciation to their
Lenten mentors who were an invaluable part
of this process, the parents will be hosting a
portion of Fellowship after the service.

Monday,
May 29

Change of Address

Ray Kunsman
6 Timber Lane, #102
Exeter, NH 03833

Best wishes to Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell Starczynski
who were married on April 15, 2017 in Waukesha,
Wisconsin.  The bride, Taylor, is the eldest daughter
of Messiah’s Steve Derr.
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† Prayers of support for Cathie Barefoot, her family, and the friends of
Kirk Barefoot, who died on March 22, 2017.
† Prayers of support for the family and friends of Messiah member Dave
Cooper, who died on March 1, 2017.
† Prayers of support for Kathy and Rob Fritz, and the family and friends
of Kathy’s father, Charles (Chuck) Wood, of Fort Myers, FL, who died on
February 17, 2017.
† Prayers of healing for our members, friends, and relatives undergoing
special care and treatment: Swede Anderson, Carr Baldwin, Alinda
Borsani (Babette’s sister), Cole and Elliot (twin sons born prematurely in
September to Meaghan Andrews (Tim Andrews’ daughter) and her husband
Rob Springer), Jeff Cunningham (Jan & Jim Hazel’s son-in-law) Anne Dobra
(Pattye & Clarke Field’s sister-in-law), Levi Ingvalson (Lana & Eric Gilster’s
four year old grandnephew), Christine Kumagai, Ray Kunsman, Bridget
(Shirley & Phil Nack’s granddaughter), Cindy Lockwood (Anne Jeanblanc’s
sister-in-law), Judy Nord, Claire Schaet (Don Schaet’s daughter), Linda
Shadel (Lynn McLauchlan’s sister-in-law), Bob Sears, Jan Stinson (Greg
Stinson’s cousin), and Marguerite Weisemann.

Ministry Members: Save these Dates for Meetings next Month (June)
Tuesday, June 13 at 5:30 p.m. Evangelism Ministry
Tuesday, June 27 at 10:30 a.m. Staff Support/Mutual Ministry
Saturday, June 24 at 9:30 a.m. Caring Card Ministry

May Announcements

Copies of the May issue of THE LUTHERAN, the official news magazine of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America, as well as DAILY DEVOTIONAL BOOKLETS for the 2nd quarter
of 2017, are available on the table in the entrance foyer of the sanctuary.  Also, a limited
number of LARGE PRINT devotionals are available.

CERTAIN SCHEDULED MEETINGS & EVENTS IN MAY
< Birthday Sunday is May 14.  If your birthday is this month, be sure to come to church

on the 14th so that we can celebrate your birth!
< Confirmation Class will be held at 2:00 p.m. on Sunday, May 7.
< Women’s Monday Morning Bible Study will meet on the first two Mondays in May,

then take a short recess until June 12.
< Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study will meet each Wednesday in May at 8:00 a.m. in the

card room at the Marshwood Club in The Landings.
< Worship & Music Ministry will address meetings May through August by an e-mail

communication that will go out every second Sunday.
< Church Council will meet at 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, May 16.
< Craft 'n Gab will meet at 9:30 a.m. on Saturday, May 20.
< Evangelism Ministry will meet at 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, May 23.
< Staff Support/Mutual Ministry will meet at 10:30 a.m. on Tuesday, May 23.
< Evangelism’s Caring Card Ministry will meet at 9:30 a.m. on Saturday, May 27.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER OUR SISTERS AND BROTHERS
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Reformation Anniversary Lecture

The Reformation began with the 95 theses that Martin Luther first made
public on October 31, 1517.  In commemoration of the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation, Savannah area Lutherans are
sponsoring the following program at Messiah Lutheran.  Byron is an
engaging speaker, so you’ll want to be sure to attend this talk.

“Reformation 500: Geo-political world of the Reformation”

Date: May 7, 2017
Time: 3:00 p.m.
Place: Messiah Lutheran Church
Speaker: Byron Boyd, Ph.D.

Dr. Boyd will focus on the political world of Luther’s time, examining the factors outside
the church that led to the eruption of the Reformation.  The government at that time was
heavily tied to government and politics.  Dr. Boyd has taught at Savannah Country Day
since 1982 and Armstrong since 1984.

The Bowling Green State University

Collegiate Chorale 

Tuesday, May 9, 2017
7:30 p.m.

Messiah Lutheran Church

Don’t miss the 28-voice, highly select, mixed
choir from BGSU! Consisting principally of
juniors, seniors, and graduate students
majoring in music, the Chorale engages

audiences with authentic and conscientious performances of sophisticated and exceptional
music, seeking to connect to listeners intellectually, emotionally, and spiritually.  These
college-age men and women sing with skill and heart!

The concert will include sacred and secular music that runs the gamut from a Byrd motet to
vocal jazz, from impassioned Brahms partsongs to enchanting Debussy chansons, and from
atmospheric pieces by Messiaen, Lundvik, and Whitacre to an exuberant love song by Finzi.

Admission is free.  Donations to defray travel expenses will be accepted gladly.

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER – Thursday, May 4, 2017 at 7:00 p.m.
We know well the power that God’s people experience when they PRAY, so join the
Island-wide 21st annual National Day of Prayer to be held at St. Peter’s Episcopal
Church! This will be an ecumenical service of six churches, their clergy and choirs.
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PLEASE JOIN US IN PRESENTING BEAUTIFUL MUSIC AT MESSIAH!

Your generous tax-deductible contribution supports the continuation of this wonderful
series of summer concerts.  Over the years, we have developed a reputation for presenting
concerts of varied types, featuring a range of outstanding talent – from rising stars to
winners of world class competitions.  This is made possible by a community of supporters
who have stood behind the series’ 16 years of stable growth and who continue to stand
behind its mission.  We invite you to support The Arts at Messiah.  Please make your check
payable to “Messiah Lutheran Church” and mark the memo line “The Arts at Messiah.”

This is Christ’s church.  There is a place for you here.

We are the church that shares a living, daring confidence in God’s grace.
Liberated by our faith, we embrace you as a whole person — questions,
complexities and all.  Join us as we do God’s work in Christ’s name for the life
of the world.

SOURCE: www.ELCA.org

http://www.ELCA.org
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Diane Boyd,
Director

NOTES FROM

THE CHORAL DIRECTOR
Mary Maner

May Rehearsal Schedule

Men’s Chorus
On break until October.

Chancel Choir
Wednesday, May 3 at 7:00 p.m.
Then on break until mid September.

Women’s Choir and Youth Choir
Sundays, May 7 & 14 after worship at 10:05 a.m.
Then on break until October.

May Rehearsal Schedule

Brass Plus will meet at 9:00 a.m.
on Saturdays, May 13 & 27.

May Rehearsal Schedule

Children’s Choir will practice Sundays, May 7
& 21 in the library (and sing on May 21).

Joy Olson,
Director

May Rehearsal Schedule

Wednesdays, May 3, 10, & 17 at 5:30 p.m.
Saturdays, May 6, 13, & 20 at 10:00 a.m.
Then on break for the summer.

PLUS
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News from the Christian Education Ministry
Barbara Tinker, Chairman

The Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study will meet each Wednesday in May at
8:00 a.m. in the card room at the Marshwood Club in The Landings.

NOTE: Please let Pastor Jason know if you plan to attend so that
accurate reservations may be made.  You don’t need to be a member of
The Landings Club to attend and have breakfast.  Also, off-island men
may contact Pastor Jason for a gate pass.

Five Things God Uses to Grow Your Faith

You are invited to join us during May as we continue to explore an
Andy Standley study series in which he builds a biblical case for how
God grows our faith.  God wants to take us to a new level of big faith
– extraordinary trust and confidence in Him.  We are viewing short, 15
minute DVD segments with thought-provoking messages.  Then we
delve into the questions in the study guide.  Please enjoy 20 minutes
of fellowship and then join us Sundays at 10:20 a.m. in the conference
room.  This series is sure to build your faith and awareness of how
God is working in your life. 

The last Confirmation Class
for our two confirmands,
led by  Pastor Talsness, will
be held at 2:00 p.m. on
Sunday, May 7.

Confirmation Sunday is
May 14!

Y o u th  S un d a y
School (6th grade –
high school), led by
Steve Derr, will meet

in the back hall classroom each Sunday
in May.  They are using the Lutheran
Traditions curriculum from Augsburg
Fortress.

  For 9 year olds!

We’re excited to announce that in August
we will offer a Children’s Sunday School for
9 year olds!

We are looking for a member to step
forward to teach our wonderful children in
this age group.  If that person is you, Barb
Tinker would like to hear from you!  You can
reach her at tinker.barbara@gmail.com or
(770) 365-5716.

& Bible Study

Contributed by
Barb Tinker

mailto:tinker.barbara@gmail.com
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The Monday morning Women’s Bible Study will complete
their study on “Galatians and James: Faith and Works” on
May 8.  Then they will then take a short recess until June 12
when they will begin a Beth Moore Study entitled
“Entrusted,” a study of 2 Timothy.

Come and join us in the Conference Room on Monday,
May 1 and Monday, May 8 at 9:30 a.m.  You will learn
much and enjoy the study.  For more information, please
talk to Argerie Martin (598-8211;  martinw720@aol.com).

News from the Outreach Ministry
Sandy Schmoll, Chairman

CGCA Teacher Appreciation Event – Save the Date!

The members of Messiah have long held the students
and families at Coastal Georgia Comprehensive
Academy (CGCA) close to their hearts.  With our own
Steve Derr as principal, CGCA is a special education
school whose focus is to educate students with
emotional and behavioral disorders.  The families of
these students often struggle financially, and Messiah
helps these families throughout the year through
various appeals from the Outreach Ministry.

As the 2017 school year draws to a close, we would
like to show our appreciation for the teachers and

staff at CGCA.  These individuals routinely face complex and difficult situations as they
educate this challenged group of young people.

Messiah will host an appreciation Continental breakfast for about 75 staff on Wednesday,
May 24, at CGCA.  We hosted this event last year, and it was very warmly received and
appreciated by the staff.  We would love for you to be a part of this celebration!

The school is located at 2001 Cynthia Street.  We will leave the church at 8:30 on the
morning of May 24, and we will set up and serve the breakfast/brunch by 10:00.  We
should be done and on our way home by 11:00.  Please join us and meet these incredible
educators as we serve them a morning meal!  Look for the sign-up sheet on the kiosk
soon!

For more information about this event or other work of this ministry, please talk to any
member of the Outreach Ministry.  They are Sandy Schmoll, Connie Squibb, Lynn
Townsend, and Argerie Martin.

mailto:martinw720@aol.com
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Crop Hunger Walk – Reporting In!

We had a beautiful day for our 3rd Skidaway Island
Crop Walk. Joy Olson led our children in the song
Walking In The Neighborhood, which was followed by
prayer led by Pastor Talsness.

I would like to thank everyone who came out to walk and also those who donated.  I also
would like to thank Diana Wilson, Lana Glister, Barb Tinker, Linda Jacla, Milda Blaney,
Connie Squibb, and Peggy Pearson for serving on the committee this year.

We had 80 walkers, and were blessed to have walkers from St. Peter’s Episcopal join us.
$2,635 has been donated so far, and a few more donations are expected by the end of the
week. Those who stayed for lunch after the walk were treated to Parker Pearson’s pulled
pork with special sauces and great fellowship. The goal each year is to increase awareness
(Our new route this year gave us greater exposure) and raise money to help end hunger.
Many people will be helped by our efforts and that’s a great way to define success!

America’s Second Harvest

Yay!  Amanda Ridberg has graciously agreed to assume the
role of Second Harvest coordinator.  We are grateful for her
service, and look forward to more information on how Messiah
can help Second Harvest meet the needs of its programs in our
community and region.  Thank you, Amanda!

News from the Worship & Music Ministry
Tom Olson, Chairman

The Lenten Season through Easter was a wonderful time for Messiah
Lutheran.  The Lenten Services were great preparation for Easter.  The
Wednesday 4-D (dinner, drama, dessert, discussion) provided excellent
dinners prepared by fellow members of Messiah and  provided
interesting dramas reintroducing us to the history of Martin Luther.
The Palm Sunday Service was presented as a biblical reading by
members of Messiah and with an abbreviated overview by Pastor.  The
Maundy Thursday Service with the Lord’s Supper presentation along

with the “washing of feet” was a very meaningful evening.  The Good Friday Service
provided the seven statements by Christ in preparation for honoring his death on the cross.
And Easter Sunday celebrated “Christ is Risen, He is Risen Indeed.  Hallelujah!”  Especially
the conclusion of Easter Sunday Service with the “Hallelujah Chorus” sung by the Choir and
the entire congregation and accompanied by Diane Boyd on the organ and by Brass Plus!

Throughout these services, the music was great.  A special thanks to Mary Maner and
Diane Boyd for the music they prepared and shared through the Choirs (Adult, Women’s,
and Men’s), the Bell Choir, and the Brass Plus!

And I would be remiss if I failed to mention how very much we all enjoyed the music
presented by our youth, often accompanied by hand and foot movements, under the
direction of Joy Olson.  Everyone so enjoyed their presentations and enthusiasm!

Contributed by Lynn McLauchlan
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News from the Parish Life Ministry
Jill Poole, Chairman

Easter Brunch Thank You

A heartfelt thank you to all our Church members who participated
in the Easter Brunch held on April 16.  Over 70 people enjoyed a
delicious meal and fellowship. Thank you to all the volunteers
who made this event a success. ~ Jill Poole

Wednesday, May 10: All men of Messiah are invited to a
Southern beer and food tasting on Parker
Pearson’s Porch (51 Delegal Rd), starting
at 6:00 p.m.  Please sign up on the kiosk
or RSVP to Parker at parkpear@aol.com.

Friday, October 13: Octoberfest 2017
How about that!  This year, it won’t be in
September!

Fellowship Dinners 2017-2018 Update

We are pleased that five dinner groups were formed. Some
have met already and report that “they had a great time!”
Others have upcoming plans to meet on the calendar.

If you have difficulty getting together during the summer
months, plan to meet in the fall and into 2018. There is
plenty of time ahead.

Bon appetite!

If you haven’t gotten a copy of our new photo directory, please stop by
the church office weekdays between 2:00 and 5:00 to pick up your
copy.

Don’t forget to sign up to provide treats for the Sunday Morning Fellowship
Time.  If you’ve never done it, please consider doing so. The sign-up sheet
is posted on the kiosk in the Narthex. 

The morning is much better when we have coffee together! 

SAVE THE DATES

Contributed by
Lana Gilster &
Norrita Thorne

mailto:parkpear@aol.com
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News
Contributed by

Tom Olson,
President

News from the Property Ministry
Tim Andrews, Chairman

Here and There Around the Church

Report on doings around the church:

1. In advance of summer, work is being done in our Memorial Garden.
2. Most likely, the next big project will be the replacement of the

carpet in the Sanctuary.  Quotes are being obtained; all indications
are that the final cost will be in the $10,000 - $15,000 range. The
carpet color will be different from what is currently in the
Sanctuary, and will be reviewed after all quotes come in.

3. The Church cleaning schedule has been changed from a bi-weekly cleaning to a
weekly cleaning.

4. A new mailbox and post have been installed.
5. The Church’s front door has been repainted.
6. The laminate in the Men’s and Women’s restrooms have been repaired. 

The Council and Ministries are working well together to oversee all the
various activities and actions of Messiah Lutheran.  All Ministries are
working very intensely on the tasks that they are responsible for
overseeing.  All Ministry chairmen and members also are very excited
about the various actions in which they are involved and the participation
and feedback that they receive from members of Messiah.

As presented early in April at the “Messiah Town Meeting,” the Capital
Campaign, only three months into the three year plan, already is
progressing very well.  Thanks to all participants to date.

5/05 Erin & Phil Haug’s 10th
5/07 Tammy & Gerry Quirk’s 51st
5/09 Mary & Fred Buck’s 47th
5/17 Peggy & Parker Pearson’s 43rd
5/29 Marcia & Greg Stinson’s 13th
5/30 Anne & Eric Gladden’s 19th

5/01 Larry Holst
5/05 Gerry Quirk
5/06 Ray Kunsman
5/06 Dan Meyer
5/07 Cheryl Liebgott
5/08 Mary Stewart
5/09 Roger Nord
5/11 Janet Reardon
5/12 Jerry Thorne
5/13 Ethel Baldwin
5/14 Ann Farr
5/15 Megan Boyden

5/15 Yona Haug
5/19 Wes Peper
5/19 Norma Stevens
5/24 Dianne Franz
5/24 Fay Holst
5/25 Milda Blaney
5/27 Sandy Schmoll
5/29 Ron Maner
5/30 Harriette Koeller
5/31 Ed Hill
5/31 Diana Wilson
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Frank Camizzi played Martin Luther
throughout the Wednesday evening

Lenten dramas.

Martin and Katie (Frank & Teresa Camizzi)
celebrate their marriage!

From our Photo Album .  .  .

Wednesday, April 5:   Martin and Katie
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Sunday, April 9: Palm Sunday
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Birthday Sunday!

Pastor Jason with Birthday Honorees (left to right) Jim Dawson,
Grace Bockes, Geoff Wilson, and Susan Whitaker.

Adult Sunday School: Rick Steves’ “Luther and the Reformation”
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Maundy Thursday, April 13: Evening Worship Service
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Easter Sunday, April 16
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Sunday, August 30

“We’re Steppin’ out into our Neighborhood!”
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Crop Hunger Walk: Ending Hunger One Step at a Time
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Congratulations to Connie Squibb and her parents
Ethel and Carr Baldwin on the birth of a
granddaughter/great-granddaughter!

McKenna Eileen Squibb was born on Sunday,
March 26 at 11:48 p.m. in White Lake, Michigan to
Connie’s son Cody and his wife Amanda.  At birth
McKenna was 6 lbs. 1 oz and 17.5" long.  She has
a big sister, Arynne, who seems all amazed!
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Messiah Lutheran Church
Statement of Income and Expenses for January 1 – March 31, 2017

Steve Allen, Finance Ministry Chairman

Income
Offerings . . . . . . . . . . .
Interest/Building Use . .

Total Income . . . . . .

Expenses
Pastor/Staff . . . . . . . . .
Administration . . . . . . .
Mortgage . . . . . . . . . .
Property . . . . . . . . . . .
Ministries . . . . . . . . . .

Total Expenses . . . . .

Net Income (Loss) . .

Actual

$105,931
   1,256

$107,187

$48,861
3,899

28,418
19,348

   3,920

$104,446

$2,741

Budget

$101,075
      300

$101,375

$47,845
5,225

27,000
15,738

   3,675

$99,483

$1,892

Over (Under)

$4,856 
    956 

$5,812 

$1,016 
(1,326)
1,418 
3,610 

    245 

$4,963 

$849 

   Memo: March
2016 YTD Actuals

$93,476
           729

$94,205

$46,454
3,857

26,500
14,784

      2,163

$93,758

$447

Comments:
• The offerings for January through March of this year continue to be generous, allowing

the church to enjoy a net income so far this year.
• The biggest expense so far this year is due to catching up on needed building

maintenance issues (Property) that we were not able to address in prior years. 
• The Fellowship Hall mortgage balance at the beginning of the year was $544,394.  Due

to our normal monthly mortgage payments and checks from the Capital Campaign the
balance at March’s month end is $370,551.

• Capital Campaign:  $179,343 has been received through March of this year.

  It’s never too late to pledge and never too early to pay your pledge.

www.Messiahsi.org

http://�
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Highlights from Church Council’s Meeting on April 18, 2017

Please note the following highlights have been taken from the draft
minutes that will be presented for approval at Council’s May 2017 meeting.

• Pastor’s Report.  Pastor Jason reported the following:
< 20th Anniversary.  May 18, 2017 is the 20-year anniversary of the groundbreaking

for the Church Sanctuary.  We will celebrate the anniversary on May 21.  Pastor
Peper has been invited to preach that Sunday.

< Collegiate Chorale.  Members of Messiah will be housing the Collegiate Chorale from
The Bowling Green State University who are singing at Messiah on May 9.  The
Sonshine Committee is coordinating a meal for the choir.

< National Day of Prayer.  This year’s service will be at 7:00 p.m. on May 4 at St.
Peter’s Episcopal Church.  Cheryl Liebgott is Messiah’s representative on the planning
team.  Pastor Talsness is the clergy representative for the Skidaway Island National
Day of Prayer.

< Reformation.  During this year of the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation, each
Bulletin and Messiah Minute from May until Reformation Sunday will include a “This
Week in Reformation History” nugget of information.  Also, every Sunday during the
worship service, Clyde Olson will provide a quote from Martin Luther.

< Prayer and Invocation for County Commission.  Pastor Talsness has been asked to
lead the prayer and invocation for the Chatham County Commission meeting on
May 12.  He said it is an honor to represent Messiah on a community level.

• Evangelism Ministry Report.  Linda Jacla reported the following:
< The Evangelism Ministry is working closely with Lloyd Thompson to develop a church

logo and marketing plan for the church.  The reason to explore the use of a logo is
that there is a trend towards moving from print media to digital, making it is
important that we are identifiable.  Any logo considered would be presented to
Church Council for approval prior to implementation.

< Also under discussion is the development of a Welcome Card, Bookmarks, Trifold,
Display in the Narthex, Facebook presence, and Website.

• Parish Life Ministry Report.  Jill Poole reported the following:
< The Sonshine Committee is a valuable resource for Church members who need a

helping hand or a warm meal.  It was suggested that we include in a future
newsletter a reminder of what resources are available to the congregation.

< Kathy Fritz is planning a cleaning day for the nursery.  All toys will be sanitized and
checked for broken parts.  The carpet in the nursery was cleaned recently.

< Parish Life is organizing a “Parents Night Out” event for parents of young children in
the congregation. The concept is to provide babysitting to our families on a quarterly
basis. The idea is in the early stages of planning while we await feedback from the
parents.

< Finance Ministry Report.  Steve Allen, Chair, and Parker Pearson, Treasurer.
< Reviewed the Balance Sheet and Analysis of Revenues and Expenses.
< Provided a detailed list of Permanent Restricted Columbarium and Temporary

Restricted General Designated and Memorials.
• Stewardship Ministry Report.  George Lawrence discussed ways to provide guidance

to church members on pledging stock and/or securities to the Church.  It was
recommended that an individual be available to answer general questions rather than
have a formal presentation to a group.
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CHURCH COUNCIL

Tim Andrews, Property Ministry Chair, timandrews1114@comcast.net
Steve Allen, Finance Ministry Chair, Steven.H.Allen@gmail.com
Lynnetta Hartson, Staff Support/Mutual Ministry Chair, lhartson@comcast.net
Linda Jacla, Evangelism Ministry Chair, ljacla@gmail.com
George Lawrence, Stewardship Ministry Chair, mppggl13@gmail.com
Tom Olson, Worship & Music Ministry Chair, Tolson@kernengineering.com
Jill Poole, Parish Life Ministry Chair, jilldpoole@aol.com
Sandy Schmoll, Outreach Ministry Chair, savsandy@comcast.net
Barbara Tinker, Christian Education Ministry Chair, tinker.barbara@gmail.com
Jason Talsness, Pastor, skidawaypastorj@gmail.com; Cell phone: (770) 570-7407

CHURCH OFFICERS (Jan. 1 – Dec. 31, 2017)
Tom Olson, President
Tim Andrews, Vice President
Lynnetta Hartson, Recording Secretary
Parker Pearson, Treasurer

CHURCH STAFF

Jason Talsness, Pastor
Mary Maner, Choral Director
Diane Boyd, Church Organist
Cynthia Sharpley, Church Secretary (Hrs: Mon–Fri, 2-5 p.m.)
Barbara Roush, Church Bookkeeper (Hrs: Tues mornings)

Help Keep Our Records Current
Have you changed your e-mail address?  Moved?  Have a new mailing address?  New home
or cell telephone number?  New work telephone number?  Please share updates with the
church office by calling 598-1188 or e-mailing MessiahSk@gmail.com.
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