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Gifts Fit for a King

There is so much to love about this time of year: the decorations,
the lights, the food, the parties, the music. December is a time of
joy and anticipation. In Advent we spend time in reflection and
anticipation. On December 25th we celebrate the birth of Jesus:
God in-the-flesh, a savior, our Messiah.

The Gospel of Matthew tells us about three wise men, called Magi,
who traveled to Israel from the Far East to pay homage to the
newborn Jesus. These foreigners came bearing gifts for the child,
paying him homage. While we continue the tradition of gift-giving
at Christmas, I would like us to reflect upon these original gifts
that were presented to Jesus at that first Christmas.

“Messiah” is a royal word, meaning “anointed one.”  The Old
Testament kings of Israel were named as kings through a process

of oil being poured on the head, being anointed (see First Samuel 19 or First Kings 1, for
example). While most Christians can name the three gifts of gold, frankincense, and
myrrh, they may not know their function and usefulness. Digging a little deeper into these
gifts, we find that these gifts were truly fit for the Messiah.

Gold - At the time of the Jesus, this precious metal was mined in
Saudi Arabia, East Africa, and India. We do not know where, how
much, or in what form the gold came when it was presented to the
baby Jesus, but we can be confident that these new parents were
grateful for this gift. Gold is associated with kingship and royalty, a
fitting tribute to the newborn who would be called “king of kings.”
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Frankincense - As the root of the word says, incense. Taken from
the resin of species of tree found primarily in Saudi Arabia and
Somalia, this too was a gift of great value. When burned, it has a
pleasing spice-like odor and is still used in aromatherapy today. Pure
and unmixed frankincense was the essential ingredient of the incense
used in worship in the temple (Exodus 30:34). Common to the Middle
East, this gift would have had religious connotations for Joseph and
Mary. “My prayers rise before you as incense. ...” (Psalm 141).

Myrrh - This is an oil used for perfume and/or medicine. In ancient
times, myrrh was rubbed into the skin for bruises, sprains, and
toothaches. It also was mixed with wine and consumed for pain relief.
As an adult, Jesus was offered myrrh and wine before the crucifixion
(Mark 15:23). After Jesus’ death, a Jewish leader named Nicodemus
brought 100 pounds of nard consisting of myrrh mixed with aloes for
the care and burial of his body (John 19:39). This is an extravagant
gift, in fact, the quantity Nicodemus brought was the same amount
used for the burial of a king.

This month, we are asking each household in this congregation to give a gift to the church,
a gift above and beyond your current offerings. Messiah needs relief from the massive
mortgage it holds. There are also anticipated capital improvements that will need to be
made.

As we each embark on this process of discernment, of making a sacrificial commitment to
supporting this effort over the next three years, we do so with an awareness that these are
gifts for Christ’s church, to further enable us to do the ministry we are called to do in
Christ’s name. Like the wise men of old, we do so out of appreciation, love, and devotion
to Christ.

Have a Blessed Advent and a Merry Christmas, 
Pastor Jason Talsness 

On behalf of Steve Derr and the families
of children at the Coastal Georgia
Comprehensive Academy, I would like to
thank the congregation for an
overwhelmingly generous response to the
Thanksgiving Basket Appeal.  Because of

your compassion for this project, a total of 56 CGCA families
had a brighter Thanksgiving this year!  It is amazing to see
what great work our members continue to do.

Sandy Schmoll
Chairman, Outreach Ministry
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This is Christ’s church.  There is a place for you here.

We are the church that shares a living, daring confidence in God’s grace.  Liberated
by our faith, we embrace you as a whole person — questions, complexities and all.
Join us as we do God’s work in Christ’s name for the life of the world.

SOURCE: www.ELCA.org

December Announcements

Copies of the December of THE LUTHERAN, the official news magazine of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America, as well as DAILY DEVOTIONAL BOOKLETS for the 4th quarter
of 2016, are available on the table in the entrance foyer of the sanctuary.  Also, a limited
number of LARGE PRINT devotionals are available.

CERTAIN SCHEDULED MEETINGS & EVENTS IN DECEMBER
< Birthday Sunday is December 11.  If your birthday is this month, be sure to come to

church on the 11th so that we can celebrate your birth!
< Women’s Monday Morning Bible Study will not meet in December.  It will resume

on Monday, January 9, 2017 at 9:30 a.m. in the conference room.
< Men’s Bible Study will meet two Wednesdays in December, the 7th and 14th.
< Outreach Ministry will not meet in December.
< Worship & Music Ministry will not meet in December.
< The Evangelism Ministry will meet at 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday, December 13.
< Craft 'n Gab will get together on Saturday, December 10 at 9:30 a.m.
< Staff Support/Mutual Ministry will meet at 10:30 a.m. on Tuesday, December 27.
< Evangelism Ministry’s Caring Card Ministry will meet at 9:30 a.m. on Saturday,

December 31.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER OUR SISTERS AND BROTHERS

† Prayers of support for the family and friends of Dick Williams, who died
on November 15, 2016.
† Prayers of support for the family and friends of Lowell E. Jensema, a
brother of Ron Maner, who died on November 8, 2016 in Gibbsville, WI.
† Prayers of support for the family and friends of Don Jeffrey McElveen,
a relative of Mac Oliver, who died on November 15, 2016 in Savannah.
† Prayers of healing for our members, friends, and relatives undergoing
special care and treatment: Maurine Bagwell, Carr Baldwin, Kirk
Barefoot, Alinda Borsani (Babette’s sister), Cole and Elliot (twin sons born
prematurely in September to Meaghan Andrews (Tim Andrews’ daughter) and
her husband Rob Springer), Levi Ingvalson (Lana & Eric Gilster’s four year
old grandnephew, who has leukemia and is undergoing chemotherapy), Anne
Dobra (sister-in-law of Pattye & Clarke Field), Lauren Townsend Fulk,
Christine Kumagai, Bill Martin, Bridget (Shirley & Phil Nack’s
granddaughter), Judy Nord, Tom Richardson, Claire Schaet (Don Schaet’s
daughter), Linda Shadel (Lynn McLauchlan’s sister-in-law), Bob Sears, Jan
Stinson (Greg Stinson’s cousin), Otis Voeltz (Diane Munroe’s father),
Marguerite Weisemann, and Chuck Wood (Kathy Fritz’s father).

http://www.ELCA.org
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I n  M e mo r i a m

Our dear brother in Christ, Richard Laurence Williams, died November 15,
2016 at his home.  Dick was born February 5, 1915, in Van Meter, Iowa, to
Thomas C. and Garnet Clayton Williams. His childhood on a farm near Ruthven,
IA, taught him the value of hard work and frugality. After graduating from
Silver Lake High School in Ayrshire, IA, Dick left home to attend Iowa State
University. He graduated with a degree in mechanical engineering and a reserve
commission in the Army Corps of Engineers.   He was called to active duty in
the US Army a few months before Pearl Harbor. During three years of service
in the World War II European theater, he participated in the Morocco and Sicily
landings of General Patton’s First Armored Corps and later in the Allied landing
in southern France and the subsequent invasion of Germany. At the 1943

Casablanca Conference, as a young lieutenant, he was responsible for organizing and implementing physical
logistics related to the U.S. delegation led by President Franklin D. Roosevelt.

Dick courted and married Jean Elizabeth Beckmann of Savannah, daughter of Frederick George and Annie
Helmken Beckmann. This marriage, a love affair, lasted happily for the 62 years from April 6, 1945 until Jean’s
death August 28, 2008.  Dick was proud of his three daughters, Deborah, Ann, and Elizabeth (Riley), as well
as their families, and loved them dearly.

For many years Dick was a manager for Frigidaire Sales Corporation in Atlanta and elsewhere.  He and Jean
retired to Savannah in 1976. They were founding members of Messiah Lutheran Church and were active
participants in the ministries of the church.  Dick’s Christian faith was the foundation of his life. He loved people
regardless of race or social status. Compassion for people suffering from hunger, abuse, or violence inspired his
support of relief agencies including Lutheran World Hunger Appeal, United Way, and America’s Second
Harvest.  He was particularly devoted to the work of the Savannah SAFE Shelter for women and children
affected by domestic abuse. He volunteered at SAFE Shelter for many years and served on the board of directors
for more than ten years. He worked diligently and successfully to encourage the SAFE Shelter board to commit
to building a badly needed new facility, which now is a credit to Savannah. In his later years, Dick was involved
in the work of America’s Second Harvest, an organization that feeds hungry people in Savannah and surrounding
areas. He was passionate about the work of Lutheran World Hunger Appeal, which provides food for refugees
and others in need.

Dick is survived by his daughters, Deborah Williams of Evanston, IL; Ann W. (Terry) Brantley of Waynesville,
NC; and Elizabeth W. Harrelson of Savannah; eight grandchildren; four great-grandchildren, and many cousins,
primarily in Iowa.

A memorial service was held on Monday, November 21, 2016 at Messiah Lutheran Church.  In lieu of flowers,
memorial gifts may be made to Messiah Lutheran Church, SAFE Shelter (PO Box 61119, Savannah 31420), or
to America’s Second Harvest of Coastal Georgia (2501 East President Street, Savannah 31404).

May God grant the family and friends blessed memories of Dick
and resurrection peace through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
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Building on Faith; Growing in Service:
A Four Week Capital Campaign of

Messiah Lutheran Church

What are we doing?

God is leading us somewhere amazing, and we don’t want to delay.
Building on Faith; Growing in Service will position us to catch the
vision of what God has in store next for Messiah Lutheran Church. 

How are we going to do this?

We are conducting the Building on Faith; Growing in Service
program for which all members of the congregation are asked to

consider giving from the many blessings God has showered upon them. All of our gifts
together will make Building on Faith; Growing in Service a success.

The challenge goal of Building on Faith; Growing in Service is $550,000.

When we raise this amount, we will be able to celebrate not only the success of being able
to properly manage our debt and establish resources to maintain our buildings, but also
the generosity, spiritual strength, and individual investment of our members in the shared
ministry  of our church.

How can we reach this goal?

First and foremost – everyone can give and every gift matters.  Our goal is certainly bold,
but it is within our reach. Gifts may be made over a three-year period.  To attain our goal
we will need gifts of all sizes.  Some will give $10,000 per year.  Some $1,000 per month.
Some $100 per week.  And still others $10 per week.  And many, many will give
somewhere in between.  To reach our goal we will need everyone to participate and gifts
of all shapes and sizes.  Pledges will be gathered on Commitment Sunday, December 18.

Special Ways to Give at this Special Time

This is an exciting time in the life of Messiah Lutheran Church. The Building on Faith;
Growing in Service program is an important step in continuing the dream that has been
alive for several years at Messiah – a welcoming church home to all. This was a bold
dream, but certainly one that the congregation turned into reality.

But now, Building on Faith; Growing in Service presents members of Messiah Lutheran
Church with an incredible opportunity. This opportunity calls for each member to take steps
to be as generous as possible so that the debt can be managed more properly and a
building maintenance reserve fund established.  Supporting our capital campaign should
enable us to expand our future ministries, both to our members and to our world. We will
be better able to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ, and viably serve others without the
burden of a large debt.
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Faced with this opportunity, members of Messiah are asking, “How can I give as much as
possible?”  One important way to give to Building on Faith; Growing in Service is out of
regular income.  Most people give to the ongoing ministry of the congregation out of
regular income. That is, a portion of household income is given to the congregation on a
weekly or monthly basis.  Over the next three years, many, if not most, members of
Messiah will make generous weekly or monthly gifts to Building on Faith; Growing in
Service out of their regular income in addition to their ongoing support of the
congregation’s ministry.

In addition, some members may wish to give out of accumulated assets. The following are
a few ways to make significant gifts from sources other than your regular income:

• Making a gift from savings,
• Giving stock or other securities that have appreciated in value, and
• Giving all or part of the cash value of an insurance policy.

Combining these gifts with giving from regular income can produce a level of generosity that
might not otherwise be possible.  Those who give from both will make much larger gifts –
heartwarming gifts – that will allow us to reach and even surpass our goal of $550,000.

There can be considerable tax advantages to giving in these ways, especially to giving
stock and other appreciated securities and the cash value of insurance policies. You should
always consult your tax advisor or financial planner about such gifts.

WHY MAKE A COMMITMENT?

Sometimes people wonder, “Should I make a financial commitment to my congregation?”
If you are wondering, here are some things to consider.

God Calls on You to Plan Your Giving

The Apostle Paul says, “Each of you must give as you have made up your mind.”
(II Corinthians 9:7) Your financial commitment to your congregation comes after you have
reflected on God’s blessings in your life and after you have prayed for God’s guidance
regarding your giving. Your financial commitment becomes your plan for giving. It becomes
your response to Paul’s call to give as you have made up your mind.

Your Commitment Enables Your Congregation to Plan

When you and other members of the congregation make a commitment, the congregation’s
leaders can anticipate how much will be given, and can make realistic plans based on
realistic numbers. Congregations who have a large number of members who don’t make
commitments often are timid about planning for expanded ministry due to uncertainty
about giving. Congregations with a large number of members who do make commitments
can plan boldly and realistically for growth in ministry and mission in Jesus’ name.



MLC Newsletter ~ December 2016 ~ Page 7

Your Commitment Becomes Your Personal Goal for Giving

Each of us has goals for our lives. These goals are good for us.  They cause us to strive to
be more than we are now, and they enable us to be accountable to ourselves for progress.
Your financial commitment to Messiah Lutheran Church becomes your personal goal for
giving. Your financial commitment is an important step in growing in your giving – and
growing in your faith.  

If You Aren’t in the Practice of Making a Financial Commitment,
You are Invited and Encouraged to Do So Now.

Parkinson’s Support Group
A Parkinson’s support group meets the 4th Wednesday of each month
at 3:00 p.m. at the Skidaway Island United Methodist church.

Stroke Support Group
This group of survivors meets to encourage each other on the 3rd Thursday of
each month from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m. at Messiah Lutheran.  Caregivers also are
welcome. For more information, please call Messiah member Shirley Nack
(598-7047).

Savannah Essential Tremor Support Group
This group meets the 1st Thursday of each month (except during July and
August) from 3:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the Lewis Cancer & Research Pavilion
at St. Joseph/Candler on Paulsen Street. For more information, please contact
Messiah member Gerry Quirk (598-8174).

Skidaway Island Chapter of Alcoholics
This group has meetings on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursday, and Saturdays at
7:30 a.m. at Skidaway Island Methodist Church.  Meetings on Wednesdays and
Fridays are at 7:30 a.m. at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church.
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Join us during Advent for Wednesday Night Soup & Sandwich
Suppers, once again brought to us by the Men’s Group.  No sign-up
needed, but it is helpful.  Just come at 6:00 p.m. on December 7
and 14.  Invite your friends and neighbors, too.

Following supper, sit back and enjoy watching your fellow members
perform dramas centering on Ruth, David, and Joseph.  The theme for
the dramas this year is “From the House and Lineage of David.” 

The sanctuary will be decorated with Poinsettias for Christmas.
We invite you to give a Poinsettia in honor or memory of a loved
one.  The dedications will be listed in the Christmas Eve bulletin.
The cost is $12.00 per plant.  Order envelopes are available in the
Narthex.  Please return your order to the church office, or place
it in the offering plate, with your payment by Thursday,
December 15.

WHAT: Christmas Party!
Brought to you by the Parish Life Ministry

DATE & TIME: Sunday, December 11, 2016 at 5:30 p.m.
WHERE: Fellowship Hall
ACTIVITIES: Good food, good fellowship, & fun for all with a visit

from Santa Claus and the singing of Christmas carols
DINNER: Potluck!  Wine, coffee, hot tea, and ice tea will be

provided.  We need you to sign up to bring a dish for
12 that you would like to share*.

* A special invitation to families with children in their midst:
Please come as our guests with absolutely no need to provide a dish.
We always have so much food, we would like to treat you!

We need an accurate count so that we can set up enough tables and chairs, so
please sign up by the deadline of Sunday, December 4 on the sign up sheet
posted on the kiosk in the Narthex.

. . . to the Advent dinners and dramas?  To the Christmas Party?  To
church on Sundays?  Maybe you aren’t driving any more – or not at night
– or just don’t feel up to driving.  The Parish Life Ministry has the answer
for you!  It has a Transportation Committee on call to help, even on
a limited basis to doctor appointments and for errands.  Members of the
committee are Pam Allen, Milda Blaney, Mary and Fred Buck, Andrea
Felkins, Lynnetta and Verne Hartson, Virginia and Ken Hylander, Diane
Munroe, Shirley and Phil Nack, Tammy and Gerry Quirk, Dave Ridberg,

Barb Tinker, and Linda Turk.  To book a ride, contact Pam Allen (Home: 598-9746; cell:
663-7235; e-mail allenpr@comcast.net).

mailto:allenpr@comcast.net
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Diane Boyd,
Director

NOTES FROM

THE CHORAL DIRECTOR
Mary Maner

December’s Rehearsal Schedule

Men’s Chorus
Wednesday, December 7 at 5:15 p.m.
Wednesday, December 21 at 6:40 p.m.

Chancel Choir
Wednesdays, December 7, 14, & 21 at 7:00 p.m.

Women’s Choir
Sundays, December 4 & 11 at 10:05 a.m.

Come, join a choir, share your talents, and
enjoy the joy of Christian fellowship.

December’s Rehearsal Schedule

Brass Plus will meet at 9:00 a.m. on all
Saturdays in December except December 31.

December’s Rehearsal Schedule

Wednesdays, December 7 & 14 at 5:00 p.m.
Saturdays, December 3, 10, & 17 at 10:00 a.m.
(No rehearsal 12/21, 12/24, 12/28, 12/31)

Men & Women of Messiah!  If you are interested in playing
handbells, please call or text Diane Boyd at (912) 414-5972.
We’d love to have you join this fun group!
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Sunday, December 4
2nd Sunday in Advent
9:00 am Worship Service ~
Communion

Wednesday, December 7
6:00 p.m. Soup & Sandwich
Supper plus Dessert, Drama
& Discussion

Sunday, December 11
3rd Sunday in Advent
9:00 am Worship Service ~
Communion
5:30 p.m. Christmas Party

Wednesday, December 14
6:00 p.m. Soup & Sandwich
Supper plus Dessert, Drama
& Discussion

Sunday, December 18
4th Sunday in Advent
9:00 a.m. Worship Service
Commitment Sunday
5:30 p.m. Longest Night
Service, Presbyterian Church

Saturday, December 24
Christmas Eve
6:00 p.m. Candlelight
service ~Traditional Service
of Lessons and Carols ~
Communion
5:40 p.m. Music Prelude
The nursery will be open.

Sunday, December 25
First Sunday of Christmas
9:00 a.m. Worship Service

Liturgical Colors

What are the meaning and use of liturgical colors during Advent and Christmas?  In the
Christian tradition colors are used for vestments and paraments, but a unified system of
colors developed only gradually and haphazardly until and through the Middle Ages. Today,
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America provides a system of colors for use by its
member congregations.   The colors serve to adorn the worship space, and to call attention
to the nature of the season or festival being celebrated.  A brief summary of their usage
during Advent and Christmas follows.

Advent: Blue is used for Advent’s references to hope.  The use of the color blue originated
in Scandinavia, probably because purple dye was too expensive for churches to use. The
alternate color for Advent is purple, the royal color of the coming King (note that this is a
different meaning than when it is used in Lent).

Christmas: White is used as a reference to the purity of the newborn Christ and to our
light and joy in him.  The Christmas season celebrates the birth of Jesus Christ, the
incarnation of God.  It lasts for 12 days, December 24 through January 5, the eve of the
Epiphany of our Lord.

Source: www.ELCA.org

for Advent and

Christmas

http://www.ELCA.org
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The Longest Night
For When Christmas Hurts

When: Sunday, December 18, at 6:00 p.m.

Where: Skidaway Island Presbyterian Church

In the midst of all the wonder, joy, and celebration of Christmas, with its carols, pageantry,
decorating, baking, gift giving, and family time, it’s easy for us to forget that in our own
Church, Sunday School classes, and choirs there is likely to be someone for whom the idea
of Christmas joy is not part of the season this year. 

Events take place at this time of the year that simply make celebration impossible: illness,
death of a loved one, or the burden of caring for a loved one, the loss of a job, oppressive
financial difficulties, strained family relations, divorce or separation. For some, this season
may simply bring up memories of a difficult and troubled past. 

When your life has been turned upside down by these or other circumstances, you don’t
often feel like singing with the angels. But in the spirit of this season, we can confidently
ask our God for the things we need: for ourselves as we participate in this Christmas as
special people coping with our many different losses, knowing that God hears & sees us
and most importantly walks with us through the dark towards the light.

You are invited to this special time of quiet reflection, prayers and worship to remember it is
God who lights a candle in our darkness and holds us close until we are able to shine again.
This service is offered to everyone by Messiah Lutheran and Skidaway Presbyterian
Churches, in conjunction with their Stephens Ministry.

A Prayer for every day, all year long

When it comes to prayer, there is no shortage of things, people and situations to include
in prayerful conversations with God. Sometimes it helps to have a little prompting, a
reminder of special concerns or causes for thanksgiving that might otherwise slip by us.
The ELCA’s Prayer Ventures offers such prayer prompts for every day.

Prayer Ventures are daily suggestions for prayer that can be used for personal prayer time,
adapted for use in worship or shared with members. Posted for download a month in
advance at www.ELCA.org/en/Resources/Prayer-Ventures, they include concerns of the
church and world, and ministries to remember in prayer.

It’s free and fresh each month.
SOURCE: seeds for the parish

http://www.ELCA.org/en/Resources/Prayer-Ventures
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Ministry Members: Save these Dates for Meetings next Month (January)

Saturday, January 7 at 10:00 a.m. Outreach Ministry
Sunday, January 8 at 4:30 p.m. Worship & Music Ministry
Tuesday, January 24 at 10:30 a.m. Staff Support/Mutual Ministry

We Welcome a New Member!

Katharine Marshall joined Messiah Lutheran on November 13,
2016, and has just joined the handbell choir.  Katherine grew up
in the Reading, Pennsylvania, area. She graduated with a
bachelor’s degree in journalism from Indiana University of
Pennsylvania.  While initially working in higher education PR
offices, she mainly served in corporate communications roles
during her 30+ year career, moving among companies in
different industries: Chase Manhattan, Unisys, Carpenter
Technology Corp., IMS Health, and Sungard Availability Services.
Katharine retired earlier this year and now is a docent at Telfair
Museums, among other volunteer activities for The Landings
New Neighbors group and the Savannah Newcomers Club.

Katharine and her husband of 34 years, John, have lived in
upstate New York, Detroit and several places in southeastern

Pennsylvania. They moved to The Landings two years ago. Pastor Jason is a neighbor.
Katharine and John have two sons – Justin, 26, who lives in Charlotte, and Connor, 22,
who lives in Indianapolis.

December 26 –
January 2.

Contact Information

Lesley Michael is visiting Katherine Marshall
her daughter Amy Vance 16 Cricket Ct
until spring of 2017. Savannah, GA 31411
4802 Aloysius Drive Cell (610) 413-0048
Stillwater, OK 74074 Katharine.Marshal@gmail.com
polarbearfan@msn.com

Save the Dates

Commitment Sunday Brunch –
December 18, following Commitment
Sunday’s Worship Service.  Details to
follow in Wednesday’s Messiah Minutes.
Women’s Epiphany Tea –
Saturday, January 7, 2017
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News from the Christian Education Ministry
Tom Thomas, Chairman

Youth Sunday School (6th grade–high school), led by Steve Derr, will
meet in the back hall classroom each Sunday in December.  They are
using the Lutheran Traditions curriculum from Augsburg Fortress.

The Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study will meet on two Wednesdays in
December, the 7th and the 14th.  They will meet at 8:00 a.m. in the
card room at the Marshwood Club in The Landings.

NOTE: Please let Pastor Jason know if you plan to attend so that accurate
reservations may be made.  You don’t need to be a member of The
Landings Club to attend and have breakfast.  Also, off-island men may
contact Pastor Jason for a gate pass.

News from the Parish Life Ministry
Lynn McLauchlan, Chairman

Many thanks to Barbara Van Doren and Tim Andrews for doing the
layout for our new church directory.  The directories should arrive by
the end of March.  It takes four months from the time the materials
are submitted until completion.  If you ordered pictures from
Lifetouch, you received your complimentary picture when your photos
arrived in the mail. All other complimentary pictures are available on
the table in the Narthex to the right of the entrance to the church.

Plan now to attend the annual Women’s Epiphany Tea scheduled for
Saturday, January 7, 2017, starting at 10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.
The event is entitled “For Women, By Women, About Women” and will be
hosted by the Ladies of Craft ‘n Gab.  Please sign-up on the sheet posted
on the kiosk in the narthex. 

We will be highlighting some of the exciting women focused ministries at
Messiah.  As is also a tradition at this event, we will be revealing Secret
Pals from 2016 and getting new ones for 2017.  You DO NOT have to
participate in Secret Pals to attend!  If you can’t attend, but would like a
Secret Pal, please let Argerie Martin or Connie Squibb know and they will
include you.

If you would like to bring a coffee/tea item to share, please note that on the sign-up sheet.
We ask that you submit your recipe to Connie Squibb at least the week before so copies
can be made to share with the group.  Secret family recipes are welcome!

If you have attended this event in the past, we welcome you back.  If you have never
attended, please come!  We want to make this our biggest event ever!

& Bible Study
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News from the Property Ministry
Tim Andrews, Chairman

Here and There Around the Church

The roof repair has been delayed until January 2017.

News from the Outreach Ministry
Sandy Schmoll, Chairman

Growing to Serve in the Spirit of Christmas

Messiah is pleased to offer two Giving Tree opportunities for
providing Christmas gifts to the less fortunate.  This year, we will
again have a tree that will enable us to provide gifts to the
students and families served by the Coastal Georgia
Comprehensive Academy.  The other tree will benefit the families
staying at the Ronald McDonald House, as they deal with a
serious illness of a child at Christmas time.

Both Giving Trees will be up in the Narthex on Sunday, December 4.  Please stop by and
select an ornament (or a few!).  Then, have fun shopping for the item or items listed on the
ornament.  Ornaments will be available for selection on two Sundays, and all items purchased
must be returned to the church by Sunday, December 18.  Members of the Outreach
Ministry will be available to help with any questions and to receive purchased gifts.

Thank you for your support of these two Giving Trees - what a great way to spread Christ’s
love during this season!

News from the Stewardship Ministry
George Lawrence, Chairman

It’s a sad sight to see a grown man cry!  But that will be
what’s in store for anyone who is around George if more
pledge cards and Time and Talent cards don’t come in soon!
It is so vitally critical for next year’s budget that George is
imploring those of you who still haven’t returned these to
take a moment to complete them and get them to Cynthia
in the church office who will give them to our Confidential

Financial Secretary.  We know there are many demands on your time, but we surely would
appreciate this gesture of good will toward George. To perhaps persuade you, harken the
words in Nehemiah 10:37-38: “Israel obeys God and brings the tithes to the storehouse.”
George and the Stewardship Ministry thank you in advance for your response.
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From our Photo Album .  .  .

All Saints Day Concert, November 6, 2016
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The Biggest Supporter!
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November 13, 2016 

Diane Boyd on Birthday
Sunday, November 13 with
Birthday Honorees Terry
Breyman and Lynnetta
Hartson.

We welcomed new member Katherine Marshall
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November 20, 2016 Christ the King Sunday 
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November 30, 2016

The first of our Advent dramas was on Wednesday, November 30, following the Soup &
Sandwich Supper sponsored by the Men’s Group.  The theme for the dramas this year is
“From the House and Lineage of David” and the drama on November 30 centered on Ruth.
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Highlights from Church Council’s Meeting on November 12, 2016

Please note the following highlights have been taken from the draft
minutes that will be presented for approval at Council’s December 2016 meeting.

• Pastor’s Report: Pastor Jason reported the following:
< Update on Strategic Plan.  Key objectives and actions plans are complete and will be

shared in January.
< Women's Epiphany Tea.  Pastor encourages all the women of the church to

participate in this annual fellowship gathering.
< Visitations.  Home - 8, Hospital 3, and Outings 4.

• Recording Secretary’s Report: Peggy Pearson reported that review of the church’s
membership records is underway.  Contact has been made with members on the
inactive list to determine if they wish to remain on roll.

• Mutual Ministry Report: Lynnetta Hartson reported that the performance/salary
reviews have been completed for all Staff.  Council approved salary increases of 3% to
5% based upon performance feedback.

• Property Ministry Report: Tim Andrews reported the following:
< The Bookkeeper’s computer is of an age that it will need to be replaced soon.  Its

slow response time is impacting her productivity.
< The insurance adjustor has assessed the condition of the roof post Hurricane and the

initial assessment is a re-roof will be covered by insurance.
< Tree work related to the hurricane will be handled in January.  Mainly it is the big

tree in back of the building.
< The large HVAC units for the sanctuary are about 19 years old.  The replacement cost

is estimated at $24,000 each.
• Finance Ministry Report:  Steve Allen, Chair, and Terry Blaney, Treasurer.

< They distributed a Balance Sheet and an Analysis of Revenues and Expenses.  Year
to date giving is below budget, but has been offset by less than expected expenses.
Noting that capital repair costs were charged to the capital repairs restricted account
and not flowing through the income and expense analysis.

< The budget for 2017 was presented, discussed, and approved.
• New Business: The Capital Campaign is ready to go.  Leader Jim Hazel and the

supporting team will meet on Saturday, November 17 to be briefed on the step by step
process by MIF consultant Pastor Ann Bassett.  All council members are invited to
attend.   The campaign, which was born out of feedback on the Survey taken early in
the year, will start November 18 and last four weeks.  Pastor Bassett will preach on
November 20 and will return on Commitment Sunday, December 18.  Part of the
preparatory work includes 10 days of prayer, a 24 hour prayer vigil on the Saturday
before the campaign closes, and messages going  out about the campaign.  The goal of
the campaign is to raise funds over the next three years to manage our debt and be
financially prepared for maintenance issues as they arise.  This should put us in a better
position to expand our ministries.
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CHURCH COUNCIL

Tim Andrews, Property Ministry Chair, timandrews1114@comcast.net
Steve Allen, Finance Ministry Chair, Steven.H.Allen@gmail.com
George Lawrence, Stewardship Ministry Chair, mppggl@comporium.net
Tom Olson, Worship & Music Ministry Chair, tolson@kerncoleman.com
Lynn McLauchlan, Parish Life Ministry Chair, LynnMcL5@gmail.com
Peggy Pearson, Evangelism Ministry Chair, parkpear@aol.com
Sandy Schmoll, Outreach Ministry Chair, savsandy@comcast.net
Lynnetta Hartson, Staff Support/Mutual Ministry Chair, lhartson@comcast.net
Tom Thomas, Christian Education Ministry Chair, hethomasjr@gmail.com
Jason Talsness, Pastor, skidawaypastorj@gmail.com; Cell phone: (770) 570-7407

CHURCH OFFICERS (Jan. 1 – Dec. 31, 2016)
Tom Thomas, President
Lynnetta Hartson, Vice President
Peggy Pearson, Recording Secretary
Terry Blaney, Treasurer

CHURCH STAFF

Jason Talsness, Pastor
Mary Maner, Choral Director
Diane Boyd, Church Organist
Cynthia Sharpley, Church Secretary (Hrs: Mon–Fri, 2-5 p.m.)
Barbara Roush, Church Bookkeeper (Hrs: Tues mornings)

Help Keep Our Records Current
Have you changed your e-mail address?  Moved?  Have a new mailing address?  New home
or cell telephone number?  New work telephone number?  Please share updates with the
church office by calling 598-1188 or e-mailing MessiahSk@gmail.com.
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