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We’re All Pilgrims

Thanksgiving goes hand-in-hand with
pilgrims. In 1621 the first Thanksgiving feast
was celebrated. Pilgrims were giving thanks
for surviving in the new world. The pilgrims
invited their native American neighbors who
helped them, the Wampanoags. Remembering
these events, it isn’t hard to conjure up an
image of a pilgrim.  We readily see men with
tall hats with shoe buckles, women with long
skirts and bonnets. We’ve seen these icons
since we were children. Thanksgiving is a
holiday rooted in the American ideals of life in
a new place, working hard, and recognizing
that God is the source of all blessings.

But we often overlook an important part of Thanksgiving: many of these pilgrims were
Christians who moved to a new continent because they were being persecuted for their
beliefs. Driven out of England, they forged a new life on this continent, braving hardship
and threats. These pilgrims were pioneers of the American dream.

They had a feast of Thanksgiving that lasted many days. Much of the food that we think
as traditional – turkey, potatoes, corn, squash – would have been considered new and
exotic to these new residents in a foreign land.

Luke’s account of the Last Supper features Jesus at a meal giving thanks: Then he took a
loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying,
“This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” (Luke 22:19).
What I find compelling in this verse is the words in bold above. The Greek word for the
phrase “had given thanks” is “eucharisto.”  In this word we have the Greek word of “grace”
(“charis”). In total, we have “thanksgiving,” or to put it in another way, giving thanks for
grace. Eucharist also happens to be another term for Holy Communion. Within this simple
verse we have eating, grace, and thanksgiving, which is exactly what we all will be doing
on November 24.
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Mission Statement

We, a community of Christ’s disciples empowered by the Holy Spirit,
commit to grow in faith, obey God’s Word, and encourage others to
share the joy of discipleship.  We strive to do this by praying, inviting,
giving, serving, studying, encouraging, and worshiping.
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As we gather this month to celebrate thanksgiving, we do so with an extra dose of
gratitude. In addition to the usual items God has graced us with, health, friends, family,
and faith, there also is thanksgiving that we made it through Hurricane Matthew relatively
intact. Our homes, our church, our community were spared.

In this sense, we are similar to the original pilgrims. We each are on our pilgrimage,
forging our way onward, taking each day by faith. We have faced threats to our well-being,
and endure with gratitude. Thanks be to God.

Yes, everything is for your sake, so that grace, as it extends to more
and more people, may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God.

       Second Corinthians 4:15 

Have a Happy Thanksgiving, 
Pastor Jason Talsness

During our worship service on
Sunday, November 6, 2016,
we will celebrate All Saints’ Day.
This day celebrates the baptized
people of God, living and dead,
who make up the body of Christ.
We will remember the faithful
members of Messiah Lutheran
who have died since All Saints’
Day in 2015.  This custom of
commemorating all of the saints
of the church on a single day 

goes back at least to the third
century.  Observing All Saints’
Day is a way of recovering and
upholding the sense of the
communion of saints that is so
important to our understanding
of the church: “I believe in the
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic
church, the communion of saints
. . . . “ (Apostles’ Creed, Third
Article).

SOURCE: www.ELCA.org

Music will fill Messiah’s worship space on Sunday, November 6 at
4:00 p.m.!  All choirs, instrumentalists, and voices of our congregations
will join together in song.  You won’t want to miss this inspiring
worship.

Following the concert, there will be a potluck dinner in the Fellowship
Hall.  If you want to come, but haven’t signed up, please call Lynn
McLauchlan (349-0234) to let her know.  Families with children do not
have to bring food, please let Lynn know you are coming so that we can
set up enough tables and chairs.

plus

Potluck

Dinner

http://www.ELCA.org
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† Prayers of support for the family and friends of Wuiliver Palma (a friend
of the Talsness family), who died in a construction accident.
† Prayers of healing for our members, friends, and relatives undergoing
special care and treatment: Maurine Bagwell, Carr Baldwin, Alinda
Borsani (Babette’s sister), Cole and Elliot (twin sons born prematurely in
September to Meaghan Andrews (Tim Andrews’ daughter) and her husband
Rob Springer), Levi Ingvalson (Lana & Eric Gilster’s four year old
grandnephew, who has leukemia and is undergoing chemotherapy), Anne
Dobra (sister-in-law of Pattye & Clarke Field), Lauren Towsend Fulk,
Lowell Jensema (Ron Maner’s brother), Christine Kumagai, Don McElveen
(relative of Mac Oliver), Bridget (Shirley & Phil Nack’s granddaughter), Judy
Nord, Tom Richardson, Claire Schaet (Don Schaet’s daughter), Linda
Shadel (Lynn McLauchlan’s sister-in-law), Bob Sears, Jan Stinson (Greg
Stinson’s cousin), Otis Voeltz (Diane Munroe’s father), Marguerite
Weisemann, Dick Williams, and Chuck Wood (Kathy Fritz’s father).

Ministry Members: Save these Dates for Meetings next Month (December)

Saturday, December 3 at 10:00 a.m. Outreach Ministry
Sunday, December 11 at 4:30 p.m. Worship & Music Ministry
Tuesday, December 13 at 4:00 p.m. Evangelism Ministry
Tuesday, December 27 at 10:30 a.m. Staff Support/Mutual Ministry
Saturday, December 31 at 9:30 a.m. Caring Card Ministry

November Announcements

Copies of the November of THE LUTHERAN, the official news magazine of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America, as well as DAILY DEVOTIONAL BOOKLETS for the 4th quarter
of 2016, are available on the table in the entrance foyer of the sanctuary.  Also, a limited
number of LARGE PRINT devotionals are available.

CERTAIN SCHEDULED MEETINGS & EVENTS IN NOVEMBER
< Birthday Sunday is November 13.  If your birthday is this month, be sure to come to

church on the 13th so that we can celebrate your birth!
< Women’s Monday Morning Bible Study will meet each Monday in November except

November 28.
< Men’s Bible Study will meet each Wednesday in November except November 23.
< Outreach Ministry will meet at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, November 5.
< Worship & Music Ministry will meet at 4:30 p.m. on Sunday, November 13.
< Church Council will meet at 4:30 p.m. on Monday, November 14.
< The Evangelism Ministry will not meet in November.
< Craft & Gab will get together on Saturday, November 19 at 9:30 a.m.
< Staff Support/Mutual Ministry will meet at 10:30 a.m. on Tuesday, November 22.
< Evangelism Ministry’s Caring Card Ministry will meet at 9:30 a.m. on Saturday,

November 26.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER OUR SISTERS AND BROTHERS
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Message from Church Council President
Tom Thomas, Chairman

Early in 2016, the Church Council appointed a committee, chaired by Greg Stinson, to
review the church’s financial condition and to recommend a plan for managing our
mortgage expense and to provide for needed maintenance of the church facility.  In May,
this committee recommended to Council that the church proceed with a Capital Campaign.
Council accepted this recommendation and voted unanimously to move forward with a
Capital Campaign guided by professionals.  After exploring options for campaign
consultants, a contract was signed in September with the Capital Campaign Services
program of the Mission Investment Fund of ELCA. 

Over the past two months, planning for a November campaign launch has been supported
by Pastor Ann Bassett, the consultant assigned to us by MIF.  We have been impressed
with the MIF approach calling for a four week campaign starting with a Kick-off during our
Annual Meeting on Sunday, November 20 and concluding on Sunday, December 18.  Pastor
Bassett will join us for both of these events, preaching at worship and explaining the plan
for the campaign at our Annual Meeting.  On Saturday, November 19, Messiah’s Campaign
Committee, chaired by Jim Hazel, will meet with Pastor Bassett to finalize the campaign
details.  Council and congregation members, if interested, are invited to attend this
meeting.

Coincidental to the organization of the Capital Campaign has been the ongoing activity of
the Strategic Plan Committee chaired by John Duren.  This final report of this group is
anticipated early in 2017. This will provide us with direction for our mission focus for the
near future.  Such a Strategic Plan will nicely parallel the Capital Campaign designed to
place the church on a sound financial footing.

Sunday Mornings at Messiah in November

  9:00 a.m. Worship Service
10:00 a.m. Fellowship (2nd Sunday is Birthday Sunday)
10:05 a.m. Women’s Choir & Youth Choir (not November 20)
10:20 a.m. Youth Sunday School (6th grade-HS; back hall classroom)
10:20 a.m. Tapestry Sunday School (preschool-5th grade + any and

everyone else; Fellowship Hall)
10:20 a.m. Adult Sunday School (conference room) (not November 20)

Notice of Annual Congregational Meeting

The Annual Congregational Meeting of Messiah Lutheran Church
will be on Sunday, November 20, 2016, following the worship
service.  All active, baptized members are encouraged to attend
this important meeting, the purpose of which is to receive annual
reports, adopt a budget for 2017, elect members to serve three-
year terms on Church Council, and elect members to serve on the
Nominating Committee and the Audit Committee.
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Good News About our Members

Congratulations to Sandy and Steve Schmoll on the birth of a second
grandchild!  Remington James Burrell was born in Jacksonville, Florida
on October 21, 2016 to their daughter, Jennifer, and her husband, Will.
At birth Remington was 9 lbs 7ozs and 21-7/8" long.  He joins his older
brother, Pierson Asher Burrell, who was baptized at Messiah in
May 2015.

On October 8, 2016 Barb & Tom Tinker’s son Justin married Alana
Griner at Lake Jackson in Covington, Georgia.  This wedding is one for
the memory book!  The couple had planned to marry outside at
Delegal Marina in The Landings, but Hurricane Matthew required
evacuation to Covington.  Barb said it all worked out well.  There were
about 30 people at the wedding, and all the food Tom and Barb had
prepared for the rehearsal dinner was used for the wedding dinner.
Justin is a chiropractor in Pooler and Alana works for Colonial Chemical
in Savannah.  They live in Richmond Hill, GA. Best wishes to the newly
married couple!

Congratulations to Lyric Olson.  Not only
does she have a beautiful voice, she is an
excellent cross country runner!  Lyric took
1st Place in the Chatham County Cross
Country, Middle School Championship.  As
one of the top 8 runners, she went on to
compete in the statewide event, placing
37th  out of 300 competitors (on a very hilly
course, something she was not used to here
in Savannah). That is quite an
accomplishment!  Way to go Lyric!  We’re so
very proud of you!

Daylight Savings Time
ends Sunday, November 6

November
11, 24, &
25.
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Diane Boyd,
Director

November Rehearsal Schedule

Wednesdays, November 2, 9, & 16 at 5:45 p.m.
Wednesday, November 30 at 5:00 p.m.
Saturdays, November 12, 19, & 26 at 10:00 a.m.

If you are interested in playing handbells, please call or
text Diane Boyd at (912) 414-5972.  We’d love to have
you join this fun group!

NOTES FROM

THE CHORAL DIRECTOR
Mary Maner

November’s Rehearsal Schedule

Men’s Chorus
Wednesdays, November 2 & 16 at 6:15 p.m.

Chancel Choir
Wednesdays, November 2, 9, & 16 at 7:00 p.m.

Women’s & Youth Choirs
Sundays at 10:05 a.m. (not November 20)

Verse 1, Psalm 98 reminds us to
“Sing to the Lord a new song for
He has done marvelous things.”
We invite you  to  join  us as we
lift  our voices in praise to the One

who created music. Prayerfully
consider sharing your voice with us
as we sing and fellowship together.
It is a blessing for all.

November Rehearsal Schedule

Brass Plus will meet at 9:00 a.m.
on all Saturdays in November.
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This is Christ’s church.  There is a place for you here.

We are the church that shares a living, daring confidence in God’s grace.
Liberated by our faith, we embrace you as a whole person — questions,
complexities and all.  Join us as we do God’s work in Christ’s name for the life
of the world. SOURCE: www.ELCA.org

Parkinson’s Support Group
A Parkinson’s support group meets the 4th Wednesday of each month
at 3:00 p.m. at the Skidaway Island United Methodist church.

Stroke Support Group
This group of survivors meets to encourage each other on the 3rd Thursday of each
month from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m. at Messiah Lutheran.  Caregivers also are welcome.
For more information, please call Messiah member Shirley Nack (598-7047).

Savannah Essential Tremor Support Group
This group meets the 1st Thursday of each month (except during July and August)
from 3:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the Lewis Cancer & Research Pavilion at St.
Joseph/Candler on Paulsen Street. For more information, please contact Messiah
member Gerry Quirk (598-8174).

Skidaway Island Chapter of Alcoholics
This group has meetings on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursday, and Saturdays at 7:30
a.m. at Skidaway Island Methodist Church.  Meetings on Wednesdays and Fridays are
at 7:30 a.m. at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church.

Bright Eye-deas Support Group
This group, for people experiencing low-vision, will meet on Wednesday, November 9
from 10:00-11:30 at the Skidaway Island Methodist Church. The speaker will be Dr.
Judith M. Piros, a Board Certified Ophthalmologist specializing in cataract and
surgical diseases of the eye. She will discuss general eye exams, cataract surgeries,
and glaucoma treatment.  Please contact Kay Higby (598-9634) for more information.

Change of Contact Information

George Lawrence
5 Calico Crab Retreat 
Savannah, GA 31411 
(912) 484-2818
mppggl13@gmail.com

Save the Dates

Decorate church for Christmas
Saturday, December 3

Christmas Party
Sunday, December 11 at  5:30 p.m.

http://www.ELCA.org
mailto:mppggl13@gmail.com
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Messiah Elves Event

Looking for volunteers to help others
decorate their Christmas trees!

Contributed by Amanda Ridberg

Hi!  Pastor Jason has asked me to organize and lead a group of wonderful Messiah
members to be Elves this year. We are looking for volunteers! You can join individually or
as a team, and all of us together will bring joy!

We are gearing toward widows, widowers, and elderly couples. The ONLY two requirements
are that the person has an artificial tree and ornaments. We will have two days reserved
for this joyful experience. We will form teams of 3 to 6 people to go to a person’s home
and assemble and decorate the tree.  Each team will have a Captain, and I will coordinate
with the Captains.

Because this is our first year doing this, we would like to start with a list of people from
Messiah Lutheran or a recommendation of a person(s), from a member of the church, who
may be interested in having the Elves visit.  I will call the person(s) directly, explain what
we plan to do, and set up the day and time to visit.  Pastor Jason will stop by each and
every household to greet them.

Dates:
Tree decorating:
Saturday, December 3
Sunday, December 4 (after all Sunday activities at the church)

Tree disassembly:
Friday, December 30 or Monday, January 2

We will gather at the church (time to be determined) and leave
from there on both days.

There will be a sign up sheet in the narthex, or feel free to e-mail me directly and I will
add you or your team to the list. If there is anyone without a team we also will form
teams.

If you have any questions, please contact Amanda Ridberg (e-mail:
aprestoridberg@gmail.com, email or text is preferred communication, but feel free to call
if like: Cell number: 203-273-4827).

mailto:aprestoridberg@gmail.com,
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News from the Christian Education Ministry
Tom Thomas, Chairman

Youth Sunday School (6th grade–high school), led by
Steve Derr, will meet in the back hall classroom each
Sunday in November.  They are using the Lutheran
Traditions curriculum from Augsburg Fortress.

                         Jesus in the Gospels

You are invited to watch a series of videos that examine each Gospel,
which covers the life of Jesus. The presenter is the Rev. Dr. Craig
Koester, a favorite professor of Pastor Jason’s, who teaches New
Testament at Luther Seminary in St. Paul, MN. The videos are from a
series called “Reading Biblical Literature” from “The Great Courses.”
Each video is 30 minutes long, followed by time for discussion. The
Pastor Jason will facilitate the classes.

The Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study is now getting together only on
Wednesdays.  In November, they will meet each Wednesday (except
November 23) at 8:00 a.m. in the card room at the Marshwood Club in
The Landings.

NOTE: Please let Pastor Jason know if you plan to attend so that
accurate reservations may be made.  You don’t need to be a member
of The Landings Club to attend and have breakfast.  Also, off-island
men may contact Pastor Jason for a gate pass.

The Women’s Monday Morning Bible Study is finishing Amos and
Hosea: Boundaries, Tough Love, Amazing Grace.  Our next study
will be Galatians & James: Faith and Works.  We will meet at
9:30 a.m. in the conference room each Monday in November
except November 28.

Of special note is that on Mondays, November 14 and 21, Pastor
Jason will present two sessions based upon the Jesus in the

Gospels videos and discussions being presented to the Sunday morning Adult Sunday
School.  So, if you have been unable to attend Sunday School, you are more than
welcomed to attend the Women’s Bible Study on November 14 and 21.

& Bible Study

Contributed by Argerie Martin
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The study Galatians & James: Faith and Works will be an eleven-week session in which
Paul writes to Christians being pressured to maintain tokens of the church’s Jewish
heritage, dietary laws, and rituals among them, but he proclaims loud and clear that we
are saved by grace alone and not by adherence to the Mosaic Law.  Although James agrees
with Paul that salvation is found solely through Christ, he writes with the absolute
conviction that care of and concern for one’s neighbor fulfills the Law.  People thought that
Paul’s words about grace meant that they could neglect their obligation to aid their
suffering brothers and sisters.  “They will know we are Christians by our love.”

We would love have you join us.  Argerie Martin (martinw720@aol.com; 598-8211)

About the Tapestry Garden

È A FRESH & FLOURISHING FAITH! È
Contributed by Alexandra Talsness

November Keys to the Kingdom Verse

For we are God’s fellow workers; 
you are God’s field, 
you are God’s building.
I Corinthians 3:9 NKJV

October was an extraordinary month . . . the very first Sunday our marigold seeds sprouted
into seedlings in the Fellowship Hall, the first herbs (rosemary, cilantro & parsley) were
planted in the Tapestry Garden.  The second Sunday, as we all were scattered and not
gathered for worship as usual, thanks be to God for sparing Messiah & our garden.  At the
end of the month, we tucked the marigold seedlings into the garden beds.

Coming up in November, the choir will sing the hymn Now Thank We All Our God.  If you
don’t know it already, learn the words so you can sing out the third Sunday.  A Lutheran
pastor in Germany wrote this during that country’s turmoil of the 30 Years war.

Now thank we all our God, with heart and hands and voices,
Who wondrous things has done, in Whom this world rejoices;
Who from our mothers’ arms has blessed us on our way
With countless gifts of love, and still is ours today.

Now thank we all...
Jennifer Nguyen for the pumpkin craft. 
Corrine Samuels for providing the herbs & marigold assistance. 
Karen Haug for planting help.

www.Messiahsi.org

mailto:martinw720@aol.com
http://www.Messiahsi.org
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This ongoing group of crafty gabbers will get together on Saturday,
November 19, from 9:30 – 1:00.  They do some crafting, but mostly
they enjoy each other’s company.  Everyone is welcome!  Bring a
“project” and come join in the “gabbing.” For more information, please
talk to Argerie Martin, Connie Squibb, or Joy Olson.

News from the Outreach Ministry
Sandy Schmoll, Chairman

The Outreach Ministry thanks you for your support of our recent Ronald
McDonald House dinner.  Our teams enjoyed preparing and sharing with
you the dinner that we prepare monthly for the families at the RMcD
House. We hope many more of you are inspired to become involved
with this effort!

As we move into the winter months, we are preparing to offer some of
our best-supported holiday Outreach appeals - our Thanksgiving baskets

that benefit the students and families of Coastal Georgia Comprehensive Academy (CGCA),
and our two Christmas Giving Trees.  This year, our Giving Trees this year will benefit the
families at the Ronald McDonald House and the students and families of CGCA.

Thank you always for your continued support of these ministries, and stay tuned for the
details for these upcoming events!

Thanksgiving Baskets

Continuing Messiah’s tradition of serving with giving hearts, the
Outreach Ministry will oversee the members’ donations of funds to
provide Thanksgiving meals for families of students at Coastal Georgia
Comprehensive Academy (CGCA).  Messiah member Steve Derr is the
principal at CGCA, a school of the public school system that serves
children at risk in the counties of Chatham and Effingham.  Many of
these families need assistance during this time of year.  If you can help
make their Thanksgiving a little brighter, please consider a donation of
$25, an amount that can provide a Thanksgiving meal for a family of
four.  Donations will be collected after worship on November 13 and
November 20.  Thank you for your giving hearts.

News from the Parish Life Ministry
Lynn McLauchlan, Chairman

      Craft

  ‘n

  Gab

Beginning Wednesday, November 30, join
us in the Fellowship Hall for Wednesday
Night Soup & Sandwich Suppers.  No
sign-up needed, but it is helpful.  Just come
and invite your friends and neighbors, too.
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WHAT: Christmas Party!
DATE & TIME: Sunday, December 11, 2016 at 5:30 p.m.
WHERE: Fellowship Hall
ACTIVITIES: Good food, good fellowship, and fun for all with a visit

from Santa Claus and the singing of Christmas carols
DINNER: Potluck!  Wine, coffee, hot tea, and ice tea will be

provided.  We need you to sign up to bring a dish for
12 that you would like to share*.

* A special invitation to families with children in their midst:
Please come as our guests with absolutely no need to provide a dish.
We always have so much food, we would like to treat you!

We need an accurate count so that we can set up enough tables and chairs, so
please sign up by the deadline of Sunday, December 4 on the sign up sheet
posted on the kiosk in the Narthex.

. . . to church on Sundays, or to the Advent dinners and dramas that
will begin on Wednesday, November 30?   Maybe you aren’t driving
any more – or not at night – or just don’t feel up to driving.  The
Parish Life Ministry has the answer for you!  It has a Transportation
Committee on call to help, even on a limited basis to doctor
appointments and for errands.  Members of the committee are Pam
Allen, Milda Blaney, Mary and Fred Buck, Andrea Felkins, Lynnetta
and Verne Hartson, Virginia and Ken Hylander, Diane Munroe, Shirley

and Phil Nack, Tammy and Gerry Quirk, Dave Ridberg, Barb Tinker, and Linda Turk.  To
book a ride, contact Pam Allen (Home: 598-9746; cell: 663-7235; e-mail
allenpr@comcast.net).

News from the Property Ministry
Tim Andrews, Chairman

Here and There Around the Church

Rot and related roof repair has been delayed because of Hurricane Matthew.  The
power washing has been completed and it looks great.  No paint job is necessary
at this time.

News from the Stewardship Ministry
George Lawrence, Chairman

Many thanks to members who already have turned in their 2017 pledges and Time and
Talent sheets.  If you haven’t done so, please do as soon as possible.  Your pledges are
critical to our being able to create a realistic budget.  Your Time and Talent Sheets also
are of importance.  With them, chairs of our ministries will know on whom they can count
to assist in their work next year.

mailto:allenpr@comcast.net
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From our Photo Album .  .  .

Birthday Sunday

Pastor Jason on Sunday,
October 15 with Birthday
Honorees Diane Boyd, Steve
Derr, Lynn Townsend,
Christine Lind, Joan
Jacobson, Ron Whitaker,
and Liz Gowthrop.

Helping Hands

There’s been much praise
for the way people
throughout the county
helped each other after the
destruction caused in
October by Hurricane
Matthew.  Among the many
who immediately set out to
help others were these four
young men.  Left to right,
they are Greg Allen (Pam &
Steve Allen’s son), Messiah
member Phil Haug, their
friend Rob Richter, and
Messiah member Frank
Camizzi.
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Basketball Hoop Dream Reality!

After getting 100 per cent funding for this project, the
basketball goals are here and installed in the church’s
back parking area!

I would like to thank all of our members who
contributed to the basketball community outreach fund
and program, and special thanks to Tim Andrews and
Fred Buck for the many extra hours of services and
advice that they donated to make this happen.  Look for
sign up material for members to indicate what are the
best times for coaching clinics and practice sessions.  
Jim Dawson

A Budding Artist

Amir Polite was inspired to make the
wonderful drawing, shown at left, by
what he experienced at Messiah Lutheran
when he and the other children prepared
the ground and planted a garden of
herbs.
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Working in the Tapestry Garden
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Messiah Lutheran Church
Statement of Income and Expenses for January 1 – September 30, 2016

Steve Allen, Finance Ministry Chairman

Income

Offerings . . . . . . . . . . .

Interest/Building Use . .

Total Income . . . . . .

Expenses

Pastor/Staff . . . . . . . . .

Administration . . . . . . .

Mortgage . . . . . . . . . .

Property . . . . . . . . . . .

Ministries . . . . . . . . . .

Total Expenses . . . . .

Net Income (Loss) . .

Actual

$284,271

    2,396

$286,667

$141,407

9,814

80,500

47,629

    6,207

$285,557

$1,110

Budget

$302,250

          0

$302,250

$138,921

14,625

81,000

56,250

     8,850

$299,646

$2,604

Over (Under)

($17,979)

   2,396 

($15,583)

$   2,486 

(4,811)

(500)

(8,621)

  (2,643)

($14,089)

($1,494)

Memo: September

2015 YTD Actuals

$265,997

          2,884

$268,881

$120,870

9,995

68,000

43,967

        5,613

$248,445

$20,436

Comments:

• The cost for a new fire alarm system and new air conditioning for the

church office, reported in the past, have been removed from the normal

monthly revenue statement and expensed to a building maintenance capital

reserve account.  This account has been created through contributions given

for this purpose and not through weekly offerings.

• We have made a 50% down payment of $6,387.50 for roof repairs with the

balance of $6,387.50 due upon completion.  This charge also has been

applied to a building maintenance capital reserve account.

• On January 15, 2016 our total mortgage balance was $1,405,859.  As of

September 30, the balance was $1,305,359.

www.Messiahsi.org  » NEW!

http://RUNNER~1.PNG
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Highlights from Church Council’s Meeting on October 17, 2016

Please note the following highlights have been taken from the draft
minutes that will be presented for approval at Council’s November 2016 meeting.

• Strategic Plan Report: Guest John Duren, Chair of the Strategic Planning Committee,
reported that a focus group, as identified by the survey results, will be established.
John outlined the committee’s progress and next steps.  Tentative Vision and Mission
Statements have been developed, focus group activities are completed, and six key
objectives have been developed.  He provided a reporting/master action plan prototype
spreadsheet to demonstrate one of the specific objectives, its specific related goals and
action needed to accomplish the goal and responsibility unit.   Because of Hurricane
Matthew, the committee has revised its target date for completion January 2017.

• Pastor’s Report: Pastor Jason reported the following:
< Lessons Learned during from the Hurricane.  Two weeks of traditional ministry were

lost as a result of the hurricane.  As we process what is was like to be church before,
during, and after a hurricane or island wide emergency, a few items were clear.

1. Communication was a challenge to individuals and church wide.
2. Preparedness - Among our “super” seniors who still live by themselves,

there were a couple whose plans were uncertain.    We need to be aware
of Synod and Government resources available.

< Helping Westside Savannah.  Holy Spirit Lutheran Church at 633E 37th Street is
organizing to help those households on the west side of Savannah that were
displaced due to flooding/Hurricane Matthew.  Donations and people power will be
needed, stay tuned for more announcements/

< Thrivent.  Thrivent Financial is a non-profit financial services organization  (formerly
known as Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, Lutheran Brotherhood, Aid Association for
Lutherans) that invests profits in churches and community service and enjoys a tax
advantage because of it.   Phil Nack is our congregational representative to Thrivent.
Those who have Thrivent products may choose to donate their dollars to outreach
activities.

• Parish Life Ministry Report: Lynn McLauchlan reported that photos of members for
the new Church Directory will be taken November 4 and 5.  The directory should take
four months to produce (review, proofreading, and addition of supplemental pictures).

• Finance Ministry Report:  Steve Allen, Chair, and Terry Blaney, Treasurer.
< They distributed a Balance Sheet and an Analysis of Revenues and Expenses.

Normally, receipts are slow during the summer months and Hurricane Matthew has
interrupted the fall receipts. The financial picture is tight, given extraordinary capital
expenses this year, but is expected to rebound.

< Recently, a special donation was made and designated solely to capital repair.
Council approved applying the donated money to the cost of extraordinary capital
repairs experienced to date and it will be reflected in the year- end financial report.
 (Note: none of this money will be applied to normal maintenance expense, but will
be adjusted on the revenue and expense detail).
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Highlights from the Minutes of the

Annual Meeting of the Congregation

held on November 22, 2015

Please note that the following highlights were taken from the draft minutes of the 2015 Annual

Congregational Meeting.  They were first included in the December 2015 newsletter.  The complete minutes

will be presented for approval at the Annual Meeting of the congregation to be held on Sunday,

November 20, 2016.  See page 4 within for Notice of Annual Congregational Meeting. 

• Minutes approved:
< Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Congregation held on November 23, 2014, as

printed in the November 23, 2014 Annual Report.
• Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Talsness reported, among other things, that:

(i) Priorities that need focus are “Service in the Name of Christ” – Church Council and
specifically Outreach Ministry has laid the groundwork for 2016 – and “Growth in Faith”
– through increased learning opportunities, Bible studies, and speakers.  He challenged
the congregation to share our time with these transformative pillars as each of our
individual personal growth and service, expresses a more vibrant community to the
visitors at our church.

(ii) Benevolence continues to be a work in progress for the upcoming year.  Many
churches cannot support the work of the larger church organization, yet Messiah has
continued some level of support.

• President’s Report: Marcia Stinson reported that communication remained a focus of
2015, with the continued quarterly informational meetings.  The church is run by
council; each ministry chair manages its responsibility; there is a power team working
for the congregation, and yet they need you as volunteers to help achieve our goals. 

• Finance Ministry’s Report:  Alan Downen reported that the approved 2015 Budget
($400,000) reflected a net year-end income of $2,100. The actual 2015 year-end
income is estimated to be $33,456.  Total amount pledged increased from $300,000
(from 56 pledges) for 2015 to an estimated (to date) $343,700 (from 55 pledges) for
2016.  Also, all special contribution designated to the Mortgage Reduction Fund will be
sent to the Mission Investment Fund by December 31, 2015.  Any special contributions
designated to Benevolence also will be presented to the Synod.    

• 2016 Budget: The proposed 2016 Budget estimates expenses of $402,184 and a
projected giving level of $403,000, with a year-end income of $3,816.  A MOTION was
made, seconded and passed approving the Proposed 2016 Budget of $403,000 as
presented. 

• Elections:
< Tim Andrews, Lynnetta Hartson, and Tom Olson were elected to three year terms

(January 1, 2016 - December 31, 2018) on Church Council.
< Terry Breyman, Argerie Martin, Shirley Nack, Layne Rabold, Marcia Stinson, and

Geoff Wilson were elected to one year terms on the 2016 Nominating Committee
(January 1, 2016 - December 31, 2016).
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CHURCH COUNCIL

Tim Andrews, Property Ministry Chair, timandrews1114@comcast.net
Steve Allen, Finance Ministry Chair, Steven.H.Allen@gmail.com
George Lawrence, Stewardship Ministry Chair, mppggl@comporium.net
Tom Olson, Worship & Music Ministry Chair, tolson@kerncoleman.com
Lynn McLauchlan, Parish Life Ministry Chair, LynnMcL5@gmail.com
Peggy Pearson, Evangelism Ministry Chair, parkpear@aol.com
Sandy Schmoll, Outreach Ministry Chair, savsandy@comcast.net
Lynnetta Hartson, Staff Support/Mutual Ministry Chair, lhartson@comcast.net
Tom Thomas, Christian Education Ministry Chair, hethomasjr@gmail.com
Jason Talsness, Pastor, skidawaypastorj@gmail.com; Cell phone: (770) 570-7407

CHURCH OFFICERS (Jan. 1 – Dec. 31, 2016)
Tom Thomas, President
Lynnetta Hartson, Vice President
Peggy Pearson, Recording Secretary
Terry Blaney, Treasurer

CHURCH STAFF

Jason Talsness, Pastor
Mary Maner, Choral Director
Diane Boyd, Church Organist
Cynthia Sharpley, Church Secretary (Hrs: Mon–Fri, 2-5 p.m.)
Barbara Roush, Church Bookkeeper (Hrs: Tues mornings)

Help Keep Our Records Current
Have you changed your e-mail address?  Moved?  Have a new mailing address?  New home
or cell telephone number?  New work telephone number?  Please share updates with the
church office by calling 598-1188 or e-mailing MessiahSk@gmail.com.
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