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Sermon Series: Faith Questions

We all have questions. “Why is it so?” “How can this be?”  “What about
...?” Questions are a natural product of a functioning and engaged
mind. Unfortunately, there was a time in the church when questioning
was understood to indicate a lack of faith. “Don’t question, just
believe” was the message given to many laity in previous generations.

Those days have passed. Today we recognize that people grow when they ask questions.
There is a Latin phrase originating with an influential Christian figure, Anselm of
Canterbury, who said fides quaerens intellectum, which translates as “faith seeking
understanding.”  The principle at stake is that we have faith, but we need clarification.
First, we (the church) believe things, then we as individuals figure out why it is we hold
to such truths.  A man once called out to Jesus saying “I believe, help my unbelief”
(Mark 9:24).  Each of us do this to a certain extent.  The more questions that are
answered, the more we understand God and the ways of God.

With all this in mind, on September 11 we begin a sermon series entitled “Faith
Questions.”  Just as the FAQs (frequently asked questions) section of a manual for a new
purchase is helpful in a way the rest of the manual is not, so will be this sermon series.
I’ve long been aware that there are questions that nag people, and many people have the
same questions in common.  Here are some of the questions we will cover this fall:

How can I know God’s Will?
Is the Bible true?
How are we saved and what happens after we die?
Why does God allow evil? 
How should followers of Jesus relate to those of other religions?

Do you have a question pertaining to Christianity that you’ve always
pondered?  I invite you to e-mail it to me or drop it in the question
box in the narthex. The last sermons of the series will be from the
questions you ask. We probably won’t be able to get to every
question, but I am asking for your input on the last two weeks of
the series.

In His Service,
Pastor Jason Talsness

MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH OF SKIDAWAY ISLAND
1 WEST RIDGE ROAD, SAVANNAH, GA   31411

The Rev. Jason W. Talsness        Cell: (770) 570-7407              E-mail: skidawaypastorj@gmail.com
Office Telephone: (912) 598-1188       Office FAX: (912) 598-1339

E-MAIL: messiahsk@gmail.com            WEB: www.messiahsi.org (NEW!)

Mission Statement

We, a community of Christ’s disciples empowered by the Holy Spirit,
commit to grow in faith, obey God’s Word, and encourage others to
share the joy of discipleship.  We strive to do this by praying, inviting,
giving, serving, studying, encouraging, and worshiping.

September
2016

mailto:skidawaypastorj@gmail.com
mailto:messiahsk@gmail.com
http://www.messiahsk.com
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† Prayers of support for Ed Hill and his family as they mourn the loss of Amy
Hill, who died on August 9, 2016.
† Prayers of healing for our members, friends, and relatives undergoing
special care and treatment: Alinda Borsani (Babette’s sister), Cole and
Elliot (twin sons born prematurely in September to Meaghan Andrews (Tim
Andrews’ daughter) and her husband Rob Springer), Levi (Lana & Eric
Gilster’s nephew’s two year old son, who has leukemia and is undergoing
chemo treatments), Grace Bockes, Anne Dobra (sister-in-law of Pattye &
Clarke Field), Fay Holst, Lowell Jensema (Ron Maner’s brother), Christine
Kumagai, Don McElveen (relative of Mac Oliver), Bridget (Shirley & Phil
Nack’s granddaughter), Judy Nord, Tom Richardson, Claire Schaet (Don
Schaet’s Daughter), Linda Shadel (Lynn Mclauchlan’s sister-in-law), Bob
Sears, Jan Stinson (Greg Stinson’s cousin), Otis Voeltz (Diane Munroe’s
father), Marguerite Weisemann, and Dick Williams.

Ministry Members: Save these Dates for Meetings next Month (October)

Sunday, October 9 at 4:30 p.m. Worship & Music Ministry
Tuesday, October 11 at 4:00 p.m. Evangelism Ministry
Saturday, October 29 at 9:30 a.m. Caring Card Ministry
Tuesday, October 24 at 10:30 a.m. Staff Support/Mutual Ministry

September Announcements

Copies of the September of THE LUTHERAN, the official news magazine of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America, as well as DAILY DEVOTIONAL BOOKLETS for the 3rd quarter
of 2016, are available on the table in the entrance foyer of the sanctuary.  Also, a limited
number of LARGE PRINT devotionals are available.

CERTAIN SCHEDULED MEETINGS & EVENTS IN SEPTEMBER
< Birthday Sunday is September 11.  If your birthday is this month, be sure to come to

church on the 11th so that we can celebrate your birth!
< Women’s Morning Bible Study will resume meeting on Monday, September 12.
< Men’s Bible Study will meet as detailed within.
< Worship & Music Ministry will meet at 5:00 p.m. on Sunday, September 11.
< The Evangelism Ministry will meet at 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday, September 13.
< Craft & Gab will get together on Saturday, September 17 at 9:30 a.m.
< Church Council will meet at 4:30 p.m. on Monday, September 19.
< Evangelism Ministry’s Caring Card Ministry will meet at 9:30 a.m. on Saturday,

September 24.
< Staff Support/Mutual Ministry will meet at 10:30 a.m. on Tuesday, September 27.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER OUR SISTERS AND BROTHERS
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This is Christ’s church.  There is a place for you here.

We are the church that shares a living, daring confidence in God’s grace.
Liberated by our faith, we embrace you as a whole person — questions,
complexities and all.  Join us as we do God’s work in Christ’s name for the life
of the world.

SOURCE: www.ELCA.org

In Memoriam

Our dear sister in Christ, Amy Anna Jensen Hill died peacefully in
her sleep on August 9, 2016, at Spanish Oaks in Savannah.  Amy
was born August 16, 1927, in Racine, Wisconsin, the daughter of
Tone Heimdahl Jensen of Oslo, Norway and Nels Carl Jensen of
Coppenhagen, Denmark.  She was united in marriage to Edward
Charles Hill on September 10, 1949 at Zion Lutheran Church in
Racine. They were married for 67 years.

Amy lived in Racine for most of her adult life before moving with Ed
to Savannah in 2005. Amy attended high school at William Horlick
High, graduating in 1945. She went on to receive her registered

nursing degree from Lutheran Deacones in Chicago, Illinois. She worked as a nurse and
Assistant Director of Nursing at St. Luke’s Hospital for forty years.  Amy was a devoted
wife, loving mother, grandmother, and great-grandmother. In addition to her nursing
career, she enjoyed sewing, needle working, quilting, and golfing. She will be
remembered by her family and friends for her kindness, along with her loving and
gentle spirit.

Amy is survived by her devoted husband of Ed and all three of her children and their
spouses: Kathleen (Brian) Harlander, Savannah; David Hill, Madison, Wisconsin; and
Robert (Myra) Hill, Savannah; along with four loving grandchildren: Dr. Kristine (David)
Saudek; Lisa (Timothy) Lemke; Brent (Linsday) Harlander; and Amy Marie Hill. Her
eight surviving great-grandchildren are Elizabeth, Benjamin and Andrew Saudek;
Charlotte and Edward “Grant” Lemke; and Katherine, Lydia and Charlie Harlander. She
also is survived by her siblings Helen Jensen Myher, and the Reverend Carl Jensen.
Amy was preceded in death by three of her siblings, the Reverend Louis Jensen, Edward
Jensen, and Sue Jensen Hendrickson Ennis.

In lieu of flowers, remembrances may be made in her memory to Messiah Lutheran
Church or The Spanish Oaks Foundation.

May God grant the family and friends blessed memories of Amy and
resurrection peace through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

http://www.ELCA.org
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Chapeau Sunday
September 11, 2016

While we take the Gospel seriously, we do not have to
take ourselves seriously and playfulness can be a part of
the joy of the life of a congregation. The ladies of Messiah
Lutheran will remind us of how important this philosophy
of life is when they celebrate their fourth Chapeau Sunday

on September 11.  On this day, many Messiah Lutheran ladies will proclaim their devotion
to the chapeau, sometimes known as the bonnet, the hat, the head covering, the cap.

For those new to this tradition, Chapeau Sunday began many centuries ago when several
German Lutheran grande dames looked wistfully on the elaborate head coverings worn by
Catholic cardinals and bishops.  The ladies did not necessarily covet the coverings with
long silken strings interlaced or the rows of tassels, or the vibrant colors of green and red,
but oh, how beautiful those coverings were ~ and, really now, wouldn’t they look so much
more beautiful (and appropriate) on ladies’ heads!!

Soon thereafter, a small group of those good German Lutheran ladies convened to discuss
how to go about putting those gorgeous chapeaus in their proper places; i.e., on ladies’
heads!  They determined that on one Sunday in each year, all women would be encouraged
(but not commanded!) to wear their finest hats to church, and thus Chapeau Sunday was
proclaimed.  Henceforward, Chapeau Sunday began being observed in thousands and
thousands of Lutheran churches on the last Sunday of the Adult Choir’s summer break.

So, on Sunday,
September 11,
2016 ladies of
M e s s i a h
L u t h e r a n
Church are
encouraged to
adorn their
heads with a
chapeau.  And
all are invited
to come see,
admire, and
e n j o y  t h e
plethora of
m i l l i n e r y
designs!

  3rd Chapeau
Sunday, 8/30/15
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ABOUT THE TAPESTRY GARDEN

“Those who are planted in the house of the LORD
shall flourish in the courts of our God.
They shall still bear fruit in old age;

they shall be FRESH & FLOURISHING....”
Psalm 92:13-14 NKJV

Welcome to a new year of Tapestry Intergenerational Ministry!

We will create a Tapestry Garden on the church grounds

as we cultivate

È A FRESH & FLOURISHING FAITH! È
Sunday, 11 September
ALL ARE INVITED

to the Tapestry Garden Groundbreaking Sunday

where we will complete our Tapestry Tree Mural &

place a trowel full of soil in the Tapestry Garden that will be located

on the pathway from the Sanctuary to the Fellowship Hall as you exit

the Nave doors (to the left of the altar) immediately following the service.

Trowels from the original groundbreaking for Messiah Lutheran Church will be used.

Each month, all ages at Messiah are invited to learn the Keys of the Kingdom Bible

Verse & Song & read the Bible Story (please see following page).  These will be

published in the Bulletin, Newsletter, Messiah Minute and on Messiah’s Facebook Page.

The children’s Arch Books collection from the Nguyen Family also

will be available for young readers in the sanctuary during worship.

Messiah Lutheran Church

is about to do a new thing.

We have an opportunity for the generations

to grow together in faith, love & service to God.

Please pray that this ministry might be a symbol

of our Fresh & Flourishing Faith

& consider how you might join this exciting endeavor.
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Tapestry Garden Texts & Songs
September 2016

Our Keys to the Kingdom Verse this month talks about doing something new

& our Bible Story is the Creation Story that begins, very appropriately, in the Garden.

We will learn the Books of the Old Testament in a fun rap song that you can check

out on YouTube.  It’s a great way to brush up for anyone!

Try to set aside a special time each week or each day to read the text & story, perhaps

after dinner or right before bed.  Make sure everyone has had a chance to share about

the joys & sorrows of their day, then read aloud together.

What do you notice about the reading?

Do any words or phrases stand out to you?

Is there anything you don’t understand about the text?

What is God saying to us in the Word?

What would you like to share about what you read?

Keys to the Kingdom Verse Behold, I will do a new thing,

Now it shall spring forth;

Shall you not know it?

I will even make a new road in the wilderness

& rivers in the desert.

Isaiah 43:19

God’s Story Genesis Chapter 1- Chapter 2:7

God’s Story The Story & the Song (p. 12 Jesus Storybook Bible)

For Young Readers The Beginning: a perfect home (p. 18 Jesus Storybook Bible)

New Song Old Testament Rap (ABCs of the HB)

www.youtube.com/watch?v=RV7PM1i4TwI

September Tapestry Bible Story Reading Plan
Week of Bible Reading Jesus Storybook Bible (Young Readers)

September 4 Read Genesis 1:1-10 Read The Story & the Song p.12

September 11 Read Genesis 1:11-19 Read The Story & the Song p.12

September 18 Read Genesis 1:20-31 The Beginning: a perfect home p.18

September 25 Read Genesis 2:1-7 The Beginning: a perfect home p. 18

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RV7PM1i4TwI
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Diane Boyd,
Director

NOTES FROM

THE CHORAL DIRECTOR
Mary Maner

September’s Rehearsal Schedule

Chancel Choir
(Diane Boyd will lead in September)

Starts Wednesday, Sept. 14 at 7:00 p.m.

Women’s, Mens, & Youth Choirs
No rehearsals until October 1.

Verse 1, Psalm 98 reminds us
to “Sing to the Lord a new
song for He has done
marvelous things.”  The month
of September offers this
opportunity as we begin our
fall rehearsal schedule. We
invite you to join us as we lift

our voices in praise to the One who
created music. Chancel choir begins
Wednesday, September 14 at 7 p.m.
The other choirs begin rehearsals the
first week of October.  Prayerfully
consider sharing your voice with us as
we sing and fellowship together.  It is
a blessing for all.

www.Messiahsi.org

Handbell Choir Rehearsals resume on Wednesday,
September 14 at 5:45 p.m.  If you are interested in
playing handbells, but were not part of the choir last
year, please call or text Diane Boyd at (912) 414-5972.
We’d love to have you join this fun group!

http://www.Messiahsi.org
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You are invited to a class led by Pastor Jason on

    Writing Your 
Spiritual Memoir

Starting Thursday, September 15 at 4:00 p.m. in

the Conference Room, the class will meet the 3rd

Thursday of the month thereafter through February.

A signup sheet is posted on the kiosk in the narthex.

A spiritual memoir is a series of accounts from one’s life with an awareness of God’s presence

and perspective. Instead of a linear history, a spiritual memoir is a group of small vignettes from

one’s past: childhood, family, holy places, watershed moments, important people, with

wide-ranging themes including hardship, grace, and reconciliation. Eventually participants will

be invited to share their writings with the class.

At the end of the class each student will have completed 4-6 chapters on important, sacred

moments of their lives, suitable for keepsakes or gifts for children or grandchildren. 

This ongoing group of crafty gabbers will get together on
Saturday, September 17, from 9:30 – 1:00.  They do
some crafting, but mostly they enjoy each other’s company.
Everyone is welcome!  Bring a “project” and come join in the
“gabbing.” For more information, talk to Argerie Martin,
Connie Squibb, or Joy Olson.

     Craft
    ‘n
   Gab

Saturday, September 24, 8:30 a.m.  All men and
women of Messiah are invited to help spread pine straw
and accomplish some general clean up around the
church.  Please bring a few paper bags, rakes, gloves,
and pruning and trimming tools, if you have them.
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Contributed by Phil Nack

Parkinson’s Support Group
A Parkinson’s support group meets the 4th Wednesday of each month
at 3:00 p.m. at the Skidaway Island United Methodist church.

Stroke Support Group
This group of survivors meets to encourage each other on the 3rd Thursday of each
month from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m. at Messiah Lutheran.  Caregivers also are welcome.
For more information, please call Messiah member Shirley Nack (598-7047).

Savannah Essential Tremor Support Group
This group meets the 1st Thursday of each month (except during July and August)
from 3:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the Lewis Cancer & Research Pavilion at St.
Joseph/Candler on Paulsen Street. For more information, please contact Messiah
member Gerry Quirk (598-8174).

Skidaway Island Chapter of Alcoholics
This group has meetings on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursday, and Saturdays at 7:30
a.m. at Skidaway Island Methodist Church.  Meetings on Wednesdays and Fridays are
at 7:30 a.m. at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church.

Our next book club will be on Monday, October 10 (Columbus
Day) at 4:30 p.m., at the home of Layne Rabold,
6 Broomsedge Lane.  The name of the book will be provided
shortly.

LUTHERAN
SERVICES
OF
GEORGIA

GOLF OUTING
OCTOBER 24, 2016

 

Lutheran Services of Georgia (LSG) is a non-profit, social
services  agency with more than 30 years of service
providing healthy tomorrows to  people in need.  On
Monday, October 24, LSG will host its 13th annual
Savannah Golf Classic at Bacon Park Golf Course.  

Messiah Lutheran has been the number one supporter in
participants and money raised  for the last 13 years.  Last
year Messiah had over 20 golfers, and 12 people provided
funding for 12 military golfers.  Great job Messiah!
Messiah members also helped LSG raise over $2,300 in
silent auction items.

Members of Messiah’s Golf Committee are Pattye & Clarke
Field, Shirley & Phil Nack, and Frank Liebgott.
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Friday, September 30, 2016
6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. ~ $30 per person

FREE for children 12 & under

Featuring the RhineLanders,
a German “Oompah” Band, for the 12th year!

Preise fur den besten Deutschen Gekleideter Mann und
Frau, Hat, Bier-Stein, Polka Tanz!

Included in the ticket price: German BRATS, Sauerkraut,
Potato Salad, almost German Bier, Wine, Soft Drinks

Tickets are on sale every Sunday before and after church in the Narthex.  You also can buy
tickets at the church office during office hours (Mon–Fri, 2:00 - 5:00 p.m.).  Make checks
payable to “Messiah Lutheran.”  We love tickets purchased in advance!

Last year and the three years before that, over 200 people attended!  We encourage you
to invite friends to join you at our annual Oktoberfest.  Please include $$ for your friends’
tickets (or let us know how many will join you.)  Questions?  Talk to Phil Nack, John Duren,
Mac Oliver or Parker Pearson.  Danke!

Check them out on our new web site!

www.Messiahsi.org

Update from the Strategic Planning Team
September 2016

John Duren, Chairman

Members of the plan team thank the members of Messiah for your
responses to the survey and also for your participation in the focus groups.
There have been two focus group meetings on each of three subjects
(Spiritual Vitality, Worship and Music, and Vision and Mission). One focus
group meeting was held on Attracting New People to Messiah and one was
held on Ministry to Younger Families.  Participation in these focus groups
was excellent and the work done is very instructive for completion of the
plan.   A financial plan team also is preparing recommendations for the
strategic plan.  The plan team hopes to have a first draft in October and will
be meeting regularly in September.  If you have any questions or wish to
offer additional thoughts, please talk with Frank Camizzi, Ken Hylander,
Layne Rabold, Corinne Samuels, John Duren or Pastor Jason.

A MEN’S GROUP EVENT

http://www.Messiahsi.org
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News from the Christian Education Ministry
Tom Thomas, Chairman

The Fall schedule for Adult Sunday School begins Sunday,
September  11 with Larry Holst leading a four week study of the Book
of Job.  Job is the only book in the Bible that is devoted entirely to
human suffering.  It is an ancient story about a righteous man who
becomes a pawn in the wager between God and Satan, resulting in a
sudden reversal of fortunes.  Job is considered to be a fictional
character who is the prototype of a stoical sufferer, yet who persists in
raising the age-old question: “Why am I suffering?”

Further scheduling this Fall will include a discussion of Islamic Sharia
law and a series on the Ten Commandments.  We hope you will grab a
cup of coffee and join us for what should be interesting and lively
discussions.  All will begin at 10:20 a.m. in the conference room.

Youth Sunday School (6th grade–high school) will resume Sunday,
September 11 at 10:15 a.m.  They will be using the Lutheran Traditions
curriculum from Augsburg Fortress.

The men of Messiah can choose from one of two days each week to
attend The Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study.  The same study will be
offered each week, Tuesdays and Wednesdays at 8:00 a.m. in the card
room at the Marshwood Club in The Landings.

NOTE 1, Men’s  Bible Study relocation: Due to remodeling at
the Marshwood Club, the Men’s Bible study will be meeting at
Plantation Club on September 6 & 7 and September 13 & 14.  The
group is scheduled to resume meeting at its usual location at
Marshwood on September 20 & 21.

NOTE 2: Please let Pastor Jason know if you plan to attend so that accurate reservations
may be made.  You don’t need to be a member of The Landings Club to attend and have
breakfast.  Also, off-island men may contact Pastor Jason for a gate pass.

The Women’s Bible Study group will resume on Monday,
September 12 at 9:30 a.m. in the Conference Room.  We will
begin our study with Amos and Hosea: Boundaries, Tough Love,
Amazing Grace.  This study will challenge us to cross the
boundary between religion and politics, or that boundary between
“us” and “them.”  This message is relevant for a society such as
ours that is divided on issues of theology, politics, economics,
government, and morality.  We need to hear about God’s tough
love and amazing grace which are extended to people who have

often broken His heart.  This session is eight weeks.  If you have any questions, please talk
to Argerie Martin (martinw720@aol.com; 598-8211).

& Bible Study

Contributed by Argerie Martin

mailto:martinw720@aol.com
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News from the Evangelism Ministry
Peggy Pearson, Chairman

Take a peek at our new web site!   www.Messiahsi.org is finally here!

Want a centrally located place where you can find out what’s happening
at Messiah, without having to dig through e-mails or paper copy?  Want
to listen to a sermon when you’re out of town?  Want to know where
you can plug in your skills? Want to know whom to contact? Want to
read the newsletter without having to download it to your computer?
Want to share information about Messiah Lutheran Church to someone
you know?  Want to know the history of our cross or piano?  Want to
make a donation?

Find it at our new website: www.Messiahsi.org  (stands for Messiah Skidaway Island – with
an “.org” for organization instead of “.com” for a company).  You can access it on your
computer, your smart phone, or your Ipad or tablet!  Just type the address in your
browser, or in the search box on the home page and we’ll be there. AND pictures and more
pictures.  We will be taking candid shots at church in September to catch even more of the
spirit at Messiah.  Wear your smiles and your bright colors!  Everything looks more inviting
with vivid colors!  Lastly, we also will be giving demonstrations of the website during coffee
hour on September 11 and talking about our new Facebook and Twitter feeds too!

Young Family Event ~ Turtle Release! 

We have it on good authority, there will be turtles hatching the
evening of Saturday, September 17!  So, plan now to meet at
the church at 5:30 p.m. to go on this field trip.  This event is
open to our young families and a few of their children’s friends.
Come learn about Diamond Back Turtles from Pattye Field, our
own special “Turtle Lady.”  It should be a fun evening of
fellowship and exploration!   Pizza fellowship to follow the release.
Please sign-up on the kiosk in the Narthex or e-mail Peggy
Pearson at parkpear@aol.com.

Congregational Event: A Second Release for Adults only

Due to popular demand, we will be arranging a second release in early October for any
adults who want to learn about the turtles and see what a release is all about.  Tentative
plans are underway for social time at Sunset Park following the release; a BYOB and a
small appetizer to share.  More to come.  Check the NEW website (www.messiahsi.org),
the Messiah Minute, and church bulletin for details later in September.

A HUGE THANK YOU to all who donated school supplies!

Thanks to your generosity, our youth spent the first Sunday morning in
August carrying, organizing, and then packing about 150 lbs. of school
supplies which then were donated to Hesse Elementary, for families in
need.  And they had a blast doing it!  Thank you Messiah for blessing
our youth so they could serve others and for blessing those in need!

http://www.Messiahsi.org
http://www.Messiahsi.org
mailto:parkpear@aol.com
http://www.messiahsi.org
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News from the Outreach Ministry
Sandy Schmoll, Chairman

CGCA Teachers’ Treasure Chests

As this school year has begun, we have become
aware that the teachers at the Coastal Georgia
Comprehensive Academy (CGCA) remain in need of
supplies for their classrooms. Messiah has long been
a supporter of CGCA, whose principal is our own
Steve Derr.  CGCA serves behaviorally-challenged
students in Chatham and Effingham counties; these
students and their families are also often in need of
financial assistance for daily living.

Please join the Outreach Ministry as we supply Teachers’ Treasure Chests and classroom
supplies to this team of extraordinary teachers.  These Treasure Chests hold special
rewards for the students, and are always in need of filling.  Our goal is to provide each of
the 28 classrooms at CGCA with a minimum of a $20 gift card to be used in stocking each
teacher’s Treasure Chest.  Additional supplies for use in the classrooms always are
appreciated.  Specific items requested for the classrooms are:

Pens (blue, black, and red) Disinfectant wipes
Pencils Dry erase markers
Hand sanitizer Facial tissues

The Messiah Treasure Chest appeal will be set up for viewing in the Fellowship Hall.  We
will be handing out “Shopping Lists” for those who would like to purchase items for CGCA
teachers.  Our Treasure Chest will be open for collections of supplies and donations for the
Teachers’ Treasure Chests on the Sundays of September 11 and 18.

Thank you for your generous and continued support of the teachers, students, and families
of CGCA.  You truly are doing Christ’s work here on earth!

The Ronald McDonald House

October 30, 2016

A Dinner at Messiah to benefit the Ronald McDonald House

Details to follow!!!
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Free Market at Fort Stewart
Contributed by John Duren

Donations are needed for the Free Market that will be held at Fort
Stewart on October 7.  Items requested include household goods,
clothing, toys, furniture, electronics, sports equipment, school
supplies, music instruments, novels and books for children.  You may
bring the items to the church during the month of September
(deadline is Friday, September 30) and put them in the rear
classroom adjacent to the nursery.  A receipt for your donations will
be available in the classroom.

Messiah members donated items last year for this Outreach project, which was the first
time Protestant Women of the Chapel (PWOC) had conducted a Free Market at Fort
Stewart.  The Free Market works like a Flea Market except that military families come to
the market and select items they need and receive them gratis.  Last year, more than 200
families were helped by this program and it is likely that more will participate this year
with a longer lead time to prepare.

If you wish to donate a large item that can’t be easily transported, the PWOC leaders can
bring a truck to your home to pick up the item.  Please call me, John Duren (598-9362),
if you have any questions or need help moving an item.

The Protestant Women of the Chapel International is a resource network that
unites, trains and encourages women in the military chapel community in their
spiritual growth.  One of its goals is to involve women in the work of the
chapel.  Free Markets are one of those works and they are conducted at U.S.
military bases in many places in the world.

Women Orthopaedist Global Outreach (WOGO) in Congo, Part II
Contributed by Connie Squibb

Cargo … where is our cargo?

After nearly 12 hours of
“governmental” issues and assorted
other “problems,” late (as like 10:30
p.m.) our cargo arrives at the
hospital.  It is in a large shipping
container that now needs to be
unloaded.  This process always has
been managed by an elite few, but
due to the time and the need to start
surgery in the morning, the whole
team becomes involved (see photos!).
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In record time, the container is emptied and
the supplies are “close” to where they need to
be for surgery to start the next day.  God’s
mercy again has become evident.  If the
supplies had not arrived, our mission would
have been for naught because the ports close
for the weekend.  Now, we have missed only
one half day of surgery but gained rest!

Surgery begins.  Small issues plague the
first day, but we are able to complete
several cases.  Each room has a team of
two surgeons and a full component of
assistants.  Through the generous
donations of several medical device
companies, the operating rooms look
very similar to those in the United States
(see photo).

Our biggest issue now is the fact that the autoclave (used to sterilize the instruments
between patients) doesn’t like working this hard, and shuts down daily.  While we find
work-arounds (taking the instruments to another hospital via ambulance and making
smaller loads) we are unable to fulfill our initial plan and provide surgical intervention to
all we had planned.

God’s plan will again be revealed next month when I conclude “WOGO in Congo - Part III.”

News from the Property Ministry
Tim Andrews, Chairman

Here and There Around the Church

Rot and related roof repair will occur between September 6 and September 13.  The
sanctuary, worship hall, and all roofs will be power washed on September 22 and 23.
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News from the Parish Life Ministry
Lynn McLauchlan, Chairman

Fall Progressive Dinner

Our Fall dinner will be on Friday, October 28, starting at 6:00
p.m.   The sign up sheet will be posted on the kiosk in the
narthex on September 25.  Please sign up if you want to attend
and fill out a form indicating if you are willing to host the
appetizer or main course.  The theme is “Fall Harvest” so the
meal will be stews, salad, rolls or bread and apple desserts.  On
Friday, October 10 people participating will be assigned to homes
for appetizers and the main course.  Desserts and coffee will be
at the church to end the evening.

Fellowship Brunch

Messiah Lutheran is going to be a wonderful place to be on
Sunday, September 11.  So many things going on.  Chapeau
Sunday.  Birthday Sunday.  Ground breaking for the new
herb garden project.  To celebrate these special events by
which we experience the fellowship of God’s people, we will have
a brunch during Fellowship Time and after Sunday School for
those families with children who go to Sunday School.

If you would like to have brunch please e-mail Lynn McLauchlan
at LynnMcL5@gmail.com or sign up on the sheet posted on the
kiosk in the narthex by September 7.  We need a count to be sure we have enough food
for everyone to enjoy.  If you can provide a breakfast casserole, mini bagels, jam and/or
cream cheese or fruit, please e-mail or let me know what you will bring.

A special invitation to families with children in their midst: Please come
as our guests with absolutely no need to provide a dish.  We always have so
much food, we would like to treat you to brunch!

Upcoming Parish Life Activities

Church Directory: Photos taken Thursday, Friday, Saturday, November 3-5
Christmas Party: Sunday, December 11 at  5:30 p.m.
Progressive Dinner: Friday, January 27, 2017

If you would like to take part in any of the activities scheduled, please save the date and
look for details in future newsletters and/or the Messiah Minutes.

mailto:LynnMcL5@gmail.com
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From our Photo Album .  .  .

Messiah Lutheran Youth help others

Our youth spent the first Sunday morning in August carrying, organizing, and then packing
about 150 lbs. of school supplies which then were donated to Hesse Elementary, for
families in need.  And they had a blast doing it!  The Evangelism Ministry thanks members
of Messiah for blessing our youth so they could serve others and for blessing those in need.

A promising musician in our midst!

On Sunday, August 14, our artist for the
Offertory was Fayha Polite, cellist, who
played Mozart’s Ave Verum.
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Birthday Sunday

Pastor Jason on August 14 with
Birthday Honorees Barb Tinker,
Teresa Camizzi, Alexandra
Talsness, Peter Talsness, Argerie
Martin, and Mac Oliver.

On different Sundays in July, Diane Boyd led the Men’s Choir and the Brass
Plus Group in works that delighted the congregation.

Pam Allen, Connie Squibb, and Ethel Baldwin
prove there must be something to ESP!
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Messiah Lutheran Church
Statement of Income and Expenses for January 1 – July 31, 2016

Steve Allen, Finance Ministry Chairman

Income

Offerings . . . . . . . . . . .

Interest/Building Use . .

Total Income . . . . . .

Expenses

Pastor/Staff . . . . . . . . .

Administration . . . . . . .

Mortgage . . . . . . . . . .

Property . . . . . . . . . . .

Ministries . . . . . . . . . .

Total Expenses . . . . .

Net Income (Loss) . .

Actual

$231,939

    1,997

$233,936

$105,952

10,587

62,500

45,762

    5,251

$230,052

$3,884

Budget

$235,083

          0

$235,083

$104,025

15,400

63,000

43,750

    6,883

$233,058

$2,025

Over (Under)

($3,144)

  1,997 

($1,147)

$   1,927 

(4,813)

(500)

2,012 

  (1,632)

($3,006)

$1,859 

Memo: July

2015 YTD Actuals

$240,326

          2,649

$242,975

$105,495

8,963

66,451

41,519

        4,500

$226,928

$16,047

Comments:

• As a reminder, we had a one time unbudgeted expense of $9,614.00 in

April for a new fire alarm system.

• We had an unbudgeted expense in July for the replacement/repair of the

office A/C costing $3,755.

• On January 15, 2016 our total mortgage balance was $1,405,859.  As of

July 31, the balance was $1,314,881.  Thanks to all who contribute to the

special mortgage reduction fund; please continue giving what you can.

www.Messiahsi.org  » NEW!
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Highlights from Church Council’s Meeting on August 15, 2016

Please note the following highlights have been taken from the draft
minutes that will be presented for approval at Council’s September 2016 meeting.

• Worship and Music Ministry Report: Tom Olson reported that a focus group, as
identified by the survey results, will be established.

• Parish Life Ministry Report: Lynn McLauchlan provided the  following is tentative
schedule of activities for the period September 2016 – May 2017:

Sept 30, Oktoberfest
Oct 28, Progressive Dinner
Nov 3-5, Pictures for new Directory
Dec 11, Christmas Party
Dec 3, Decorate Church for Christmas
Dec, Sign up for Fellowship Dinners

Jan, Epiphany Tea
Jan, Removal of Christmas Decorations
Febr, Dance Night at Messiah
Ash Wed - March 1, Lenten dinners
Apr, Easter Brunch
May, Fun activity for adults and children

• Finance Ministry Report:  Steve Allen and Terry Blaney distributed a Balance Sheet
and an Analysis of Revenues and Expenses.  Council discussed funding the large
expenditures related to church maintenance.  The Finance Ministry will make
recommendations at the next meeting as to how to best address these maintenance
funding.  All Chairs are to review their expenditures and estimates for the upcoming
budget cycle and be ready to present them at the next Council meeting.

DELICIOUS BOSTON BUTTS FOR SALE!

PEO Chapter AT is selling delicious, warm, fully cooked, bone-in Boston Butts that will
serve 8-10 hungry people.  The price is only $25, and the proceeds will support Chapter
AT’s Scholarship Program.  Please place your order before October 8 with Messiah member
Argerie Martin (Telephone: 598-8211; e-mail: martinw720@aol.com), and make your $25
check payable to Chapter AT.  Your ticket is your receipt to either pick up this succulent
Boston Butt on Saturday, October 15 at Red and White Market, Habersham Village, or
Argerie will be happy to deliver your purchase to you.  For additional information contact
Argerie.

PUT SOME COLOR IN YOUR LIFE!

P.E.O. Chapter BB is holding their annual plant sale.  Orders may
be placed until September 27.  For more information about plant
selections, prices and pre-order forms, please contact Messiah
members Christine Lind (e-mail: Saffron214@hotmail.com;
telephone: 598-9662) or Diane Munroe, Jan Hazel or Layne Rabold.
You can pick up your pre-ordered plants at St. Peter’s Episcopal
Church on Wednesday, October 5 between 10:00 a.m. and 3:00
p.m. or Thursday, October 6 between 9:00 a.m. and 11:30 a.m.

mailto:martinw720@aol.com
mailto:Saffron214@hotmail.com
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CHURCH COUNCIL

Tim Andrews, Property Ministry Chair, timandrews1114@comcast.net
Steve Allen, Finance Ministry Chair, Steven.H.Allen@gmail.com
George Lawrence, Stewardship Ministry Chair, mppggl@comporium.net
Tom Olson, Worship & Music Ministry Chair, tolson@kerncoleman.com
Lynn McLauchlan, Parish Life Ministry Chair, LynnMcL5@gmail.com
Peggy Pearson, Evangelism Ministry Chair, parkpear@aol.com
Sandy Schmoll, Outreach Ministry Chair, savsandy@comcast.net
Lynnetta Hartson, Staff Support/Mutual Ministry Chair, lhartson@comcast.net
Tom Thomas, Christian Education Ministry Chair, hethomasjr@gmail.com
Jason Talsness, Pastor, skidawaypastorj@gmail.com; Cell phone: (770) 570-7407

CHURCH OFFICERS (Jan. 1 – Dec. 31, 2016)
Tom Thomas, President
Lynnetta Hartson, Vice President
Peggy Pearson, Recording Secretary
Terry Blaney, Treasurer

CHURCH STAFF

Jason Talsness, Pastor
Mary Maner, Choral Director
Diane Boyd, Church Organist
Cynthia Sharpley, Church Secretary (Hrs: Mon–Fri, 2-5 p.m.)
Barbara Roush, Church Bookkeeper (Hrs: Tues mornings)

Help Keep Our Records Current
Have you changed your e-mail address?  Moved?  Have a new mailing address?  New home
or cell telephone number?  New work telephone number?  Please share updates with the
church office by calling 598-1188 or e-mailing MessiahSk@gmail.com.

Newsletter production by Parish Life Ministry
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