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On Spiritual Vitality

People ask me what I think churches need to do to remain viable today.

Demographics show that most congregations across denominational lines over

the last five years have reached a plateau or gone down in the average

number of worshipers per Sunday. I am pleased to say that Messiah is not one

of those churches. 

There are any number of factors that contribute to the effectiveness of any

given Christian congregation: inspiring worship, preaching that connects,

meaningful loving relationships, service to others in the name of Christ, to

name a few of the key indicators. 

But by far the most critical factor to the health of congregations is to what

degree there is growth in faith amongst the membership. What percentage

of the congregation is learning new things about the Christian faith? Who is

going to Bible studies? Is the gospel taking root in people’s lives? Are people

actively participating in taking steps to deepen their walk with God? These are

the key questions when looking at the health and vitality of a congregation.

The Biblical word we are talking about here is “discipleship,” which pertains

to learning. The disciples learned from Jesus. We learn from Jesus. In another

sense of the word, to exercise “discipline” means to teach a principle.

One church thinker, the Rev. Mike Breen of the Anglican church in England,

isolates the importance of discipleship this way: 

If you make disciples you will always get the church but

if you try to build the church you will rarely get disciples.
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For those of us born and raised in the Lutheran tradition, this is a new way of thinking.

Traditionally, the key indicator of church health has been worship attendance. We try to

build the church through getting people to worship on a Sunday morning. We record how

many have partaken in the sacrament of Holy Communion. We count how many are in our

pews, not how many made time to learn something from or about God. 

As a part of our strategic planning process, discipleship has emerged as a priority. One of

the things you told us in the survey was a desire for more spiritual growth (see an

executive summary of the survey elsewhere in this newsletter).  This was a good thing for

me to see as your pastor, because although I see a lot of good things happening at

Messiah, I would like to see more opportunities for spiritual growth.  We are in agreement

as to direction.

To further discuss this aspect of church life, I will be offering a focus group on the subject

of spiritual vitality on Wednesday, August 10 at 11:00 a.m. in the church’s conference

room.  Please indicate your interest by signing up on the sheet posted on the narthex

kiosk.  Watch for other focus group discussions offered by the strategic planning team in

the near future.

Please consider strengthening the ministry of Messiah through these steps: 1) by taking

intentional steps to deepen your faith through prayer and/or Bible study, and/or 2) by

sharing your thoughts on this subject at the Spiritual Vitality focus group on August 10.

In His Service,

Pastor Jason Talsness

Holy Land Trip, January 3-17, 2017 - Informational Meeting

Area Lutherans are invited to join
Dr. Lamontte Luker on a tour of the Holy
Land. Dr. Luker is a Professor of Old
Testament at Lutheran Theological Southern
Seminary in Columbia, SC.  He also is
Academic Dean at the Jerusalem Center for
Biblical Studies.
 
The cost of $3,476 includes administrative
fees, entrance fees, hotel gratuities, program
fees, buffet breakfast and dinner daily, deluxe
motorcoaches, first class hotels, and more!

Dr. Luker will hold an informational meeting for this trip in Savannah on Saturday,
August 5 at the home of Allison Ward, 2807 3rd St. Savannah, Ga 31404 (located in
Thunderbolt). To RSVP and for more information, please contact Allison at
allisonward@comcast.net.  (Allison is Diaconal Minister at Lutheran Church of the
Redeemer on Wilmington Island.)

mailto:allisonward@comcast.net
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† Prayers for the family and friends of William Jens (brother-in-law of
Shirley Nack) as they mourn his passing.
† Prayers of healing for our members, friends, and relatives undergoing
special care and treatment: Alinda Borsani (Babette’s sister), Cole and
Elliot (twin sons born prematurely in September to Meaghan Andrews (Tim
Andrews’ daughter) and her husband Rob Springer), Levi (Lana & Eric
Gilster’s nephew’s two year old son, who has leukemia and is undergoing
chemo treatments), Grace Bockes, Anne Dobra (sister-in-law of Pattye &
Clarke Field), Christine Kumagai, Don McElveen (relative of Mac Oliver),
Judy Nord, Tom Richardson, Bob Sears, Marguerite Weisemann, and
Dick Williams.

Sunday Mornings at Messiah in August

  9:00 a.m. Worship Service
10:00 a.m. Fellowship (2nd Sunday of each month is Birthday Sunday)
10:20 a.m. Tapestry Multi-generational Sunday School

Ministry Members: Save these Dates for Meetings next Month (September)

Sunday, September 11 at 5:00 p.m. Worship & Music Ministry
Tuesday, September 13 at 4:00 p.m. Evangelism Ministry
Saturday, September 24 at 9:30 a.m. Caring Card Ministry
Tuesday, September 27 at 10:30 a.m. Staff Support/Mutual Ministry

August Announcements

Copies of the August issue of THE LUTHERAN, the official news magazine of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America, as well as DAILY DEVOTIONAL BOOKLETS for the 3rd quarter
of 2016, are available on the table in the entrance foyer of the sanctuary.  Also, a limited
number of LARGE PRINT devotionals are available.

CERTAIN SCHEDULED MEETINGS & EVENTS IN AUGUST
< Birthday Sunday is August 14.  If your birthday is this month, be sure to come to

church on the 14th so that we can celebrate your birth!
< Women’s Morning Bible Study will NOT meet in August.  It will begin again on

Monday, September 12 at 9:30 a.m.
< Men’s Bible Study will not meet August 2 and 3.
< Worship & Music Ministry will NOT meet in August.  Any issues that come up during

those months will be handled by e-mail or telephone.
< The Outreach Ministry will meet at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, August 6.
< The Evangelism Ministry will meet at 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday, August 9.
< Craft & Gab will get together on Saturday, August 13 at 9:30 a.m.
< Church Council will meet at 4:30 p.m. on Monday, August 15.
< Staff Support/Mutual Ministry will meet at 10:30 a.m. on Tuesday, August 23.
< Evangelism Ministry’s Caring Card Ministry will meet at 9:30 a.m. on Saturday, August 27.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER OUR SISTERS AND BROTHERS
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The Arts  a t  M essiah
presents

The 2016 Joseph Pramberger Memorial Piano Concert

Henry Kramer

Friday, August 12
7:30 p.m.

The winner of the 2015 William Petschek Recital Debut Award from The
Juilliard School, pianist Henry Kramer is establishing himself as one of
the most exciting young pianists on the concert stage today. His
performances have been praised by critics as “triumphant” and
“thrilling” (The New York Times) and “technically effortless” (La Presse,
Montreal). Mr. Kramer earned top prizes in the 2015 Honens
International Piano Competition, the 2011 Montreal International Music
Competition, and the 6th China Shanghai International Piano
Competition. He also was a prizewinner in the 8th National Chopin
Competition in Miami and received the 2014 Harvard Musical
Association Arthur Foote Award. He was a winner of Astral’s 2014
National Auditions. In May of 2016 he was awarded Second Prize at the
prestigious Queen Elisabeth Competition in Brussels, Belgium.

In the 2015-2016 season, Mr. Kramer made appearances at Portland Piano International
(Oregon), The Cliburn Foundation, Symphony in C, and the Portland (Maine) International
Chamber Music Festival. He recently appeared as soloist with the Calgary Philharmonic
Orchestra under Yan Pascal Tortelier, and also has appeared with the Shanghai
Philharmonic, the Bilkent Symphony Orchestra in Ankara, Turkey, the Portland (Maine)
Symphony Orchestra, the Orchestre Métropolitain du Montreal, and the Yale Philharmonia.

In the spring of 2012, Mr. Kramer made his European debut in a solo recital at
Amsterdam’s Concertgebouw.  An engaging chamber musician, he has been featured in
performances at Lincoln Center, and has participated in the Steans Institute at the Ravinia
Festival and La Jolla Music Society’s Summerfest. Recently, he appeared on Ravinia’s
Steans Music Institute tour, which included performances at Boston’s Isabella Stewart
Gardner Museum and New York’s Morgan Library, as well as an unprecedented appearance
in Havana, Cuba, as a cultural ambassador.  At the Verbier Festival Academy, he was
awarded the Tabor Prize in Piano.

Mr. Kramer holds both Master’s and Bachelor’s degrees from The Juilliard School and an
Artist Diploma from the Yale School of Music, from which he received the Charles S. Miller
Prize for the most outstanding first-year pianist. He currently pursues doctoral studies at
the Yale School of Music, and was recently appointed as the Iva Dee Hiatt Visiting Artist
in Piano at Smith College.

The concert is free, but contributions will be appreciated to help defray costs. 
Please make plans to attend – and invite friends and neighbors!
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You are invited to a class led by Pastor Jason on

    Writing Your 
Spiritual Memoir

Starting Thursday, September 15 at 4:00 p.m. in

the Conference Room, the class will meet the 3rd

Thursday of the month thereafter through February.

A signup sheet is in the narthex.

A spiritual memoir is a series of accounts from one’s life with an awareness of God’s presence

and perspective. Instead of a linear history, a spiritual memoir is a group of small vignettes from

one’s past: childhood, family, holy places, watershed moments, important people, with

wide-ranging themes including hardship, grace, and reconciliation. Eventually participants will

be invited to share their writings with the class.

At the end of the class each student will have completed 4-6 chapters on important, sacred

moments of their lives, suitable for keepsakes or gifts for children or grandchildren. 

Participants are asked to purchase Memoirs of the Soul by Nan Phifer as a textbook.

The next book for the Messiah Book Club to read is When Breath
Becomes Air (228 pages Random House) by Paul Kalanithi.  We
will meet to discuss the book at 4:30 p.m. on Monday, August 29
at the home of Diane Munroe (4 Sea Eagle Court, The Landings;
telephone 598-9722).  Everyone is welcome.  Please indicate your
interest by signing up on the sheet posted on the kiosk in the
narthex.

This book, a memoir, is a current New York Times best seller.
Amazon says “this inspiring, exquisitely observed memoir finds
hope and beauty in the face of insurmountable odds as an
idealistic young neurosurgeon attempts to answer the question
‘what makes a life worth living?”

To read an excellent review, copy and paste the following link into
your web browser:

www.nytimes.com/2016/01/07/books/review-in-when-breath-b
ecomes-air-dr-paul-kalanithi-confronts-an-early-death.html?_r=0.
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This ongoing group of crafty gabbers will get together on
Saturday, August 13, from 9:30 – 1:00.  They do some
crafting, but mostly they enjoy each other’s company.
Everyone is welcome!  Bring a “project” and come join in the
“gabbing.” For more information, talk to Argerie Martin,
Connie Squibb, or Joy Olson.

Parkinson’s Support Group
A Parkinson’s support group meets the 4th Wednesday of each month
at 3:00 p.m. at the Skidaway Island United Methodist church.

Stroke Support Group
This group of survivors meets to encourage each other on the 3rd Thursday of each
month from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m. at Messiah Lutheran.  Caregivers also are welcome.
For more information, please call Messiah member Shirley Nack (598-7047).

Savannah Essential Tremor Support Group
This group meets the 1st Thursday of each month (except during July and August)
from 3:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the Lewis Cancer & Research Pavilion at St.
Joseph/Candler on Paulsen Street. For more information, please contact Messiah
member Gerry Quirk (598-8174).

Skidaway Island Chapter of Alcoholics
This group has meetings on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursday, and Saturdays at 7:30
a.m. at Skidaway Island Methodist Church.  Meetings on Wednesdays and Fridays are
at 7:30 a.m. at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church.

SAVE THE DATE: October 24
2016 LSG GOLF OUTING

 

 Craft
‘n
Gab

SAVE THE DATE – CHAPEAU SUNDAY (Ladies’ hats come out!): Sunday, September 11.

SAVE THE DATE – WORK DAY
Saturday, September 24, 8:30 a.m.   All men and women of Messiah
are invited to help spread pine straw and accomplish some general
clean up around the church.  Please bring a few paper bags, rakes,
gloves, and pruning and trimming tools, if you have them.

Change of Address

Mary & Dan Meyer
5 Sedgewater Retreat
Savannah, GA  31411
(No change in phone
or e-mail addresses.)

Lutheran Services of Georgia Golf Outing 2016 will
be Monday, October 24 at Bacon Park Golf Course,
starting at 12:30 p.m.  Please put this date on your
calendar.  More information to follow as Messiah’s
Premier Golf Committee gets into full swing!
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Update from the Strategic Planning Team
July 25, 2016

John Duren, Chairman

Thank you very much for your responses to the strategic plan survey!  Responses were
received from 101 members which is a superb response rate.  Your thoughtful input and
comments are guiding the team as we proceed with the plan development.  Listed below
are the key take-aways we received from the survey and the consultant’s help with
interpretation of the data.

Messiah Lutheran Church:
1. Has high morale.
2. Has high level of member satisfaction.
3. Has good governance in the opinion of members.
4. Has good will among members.
5. Would like more opportunities for spiritual growth.
6. Is ready for goal-oriented ministry.
7. Supports a capital campaign to reduce debt so that ministry may

be improved (Strongly agree and Agree were 52% of responses.
Tend to agree was 22%.  Don’t know was 13%.  Disagree or Tend
to disagree were 13%.)

A complete copy of the survey results and the consultant’s interpretive report will be
placed in the church’s office.  It is about 50 pages and some of it is not readily understood
without  explanation.  The Strategic Plan Team and some Council members spent two and
one-half hours in conference with the consultant to have the survey results explained.  You
are welcome to read the copy in the office and call any one of the team members listed if
you would like us to explain what we learned from our discussion with the consultant.

During the month of August, the team will conduct focus group meetings for church
members to share thoughts about the items identified as needing the most attention.
Those items are:

1. Spiritual vitality - Connecting faith to life - Nurturing spirituality
2. Worship and Music experiences
3. Focus on attracting younger families 
4. Focus on attracting new people
5. Vision and Mission

One item not listed above is serving a mature and/or retired community.  The consultant
told us that our survey responses and congregation statistical information show that we
are doing that with some success.  The team accepts that our congregation will continue
to do that, but new effort is needed on the five focus group subjects.

Sign-up sheets will be posted in the narthex for members to indicate which focus group
they would like to join.  If you want to join two focus groups, that is OK.  Members of the
team will lead the focus groups and will announce the time and place for the meetings.
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News from the Christian Education Ministry
Tom Thomas, Chairman

There will be no Adult Christian Education Class until September.
Planning is under way to have a full and interesting program running
through the fall. If anyone has input to provide regarding an
interesting class, please contact Tom Thomas this summer (598-
4299; hethomasjr@gmail.com).

Tapestry (Children’s Sunday School) will meet in the upper
end of the Fellowship Hall beginning at 10:20 a.m.  Please
join us for an informal time of music, crafts, sharing, and
Bible stories where the generations learn from one another.

Let Your work appear to Your servants, and Your glory to their
children.  Psalms 90:16 NKJV

Youth Sunday School (6th grade–high school) will start after Labor Day.

The men of Messiah can choose from one of two days each week to
attend The Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study.  The same study will be
offered each week, Tuesdays and Wednesdays at 8:00 a.m. in the card
room at the Marshwood Club in The Landings.

NOTE: The Men’s Bible Study will not meet August 2 & 3.

NOTE: Please let Pastor Jason know if you plan to attend so that
accurate reservations may be made.  You don’t need to be a
member of The Landings Club to attend and have breakfast.
Also, off-island men can contact Pastor Jason for a gate pass.

Youth say “Thanks” to Messiah

Two of Messiah’s youth attended the region-wide youth gathering at Berry
College in Rome, Georgia.  They each expressed their appreciation with a
note to Church Council and the congregation.

From Fayha Polite:  “Thank you very much for the very nice help to help us to get to
Affirm.  I had a great time at Affirm, and plan to go for many years in the future.”

From Peter Talsness:  “I was blessed with my time at Affirm, and I had a lot of fun. Thank
you so much for making my trip and time there possible.”

Contributed by Alexandra Talsness

& Bible Study

mailto:hethomasjr@gmail.com
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   REPORT

News from the Evangelism Ministry
Peggy Pearson, Chairman

New Communication Tools!

After a very long and immense learning process, we will be launching our new
website in mid August. For something that looks so easy, there is much behind
the scenes to make it come to life. It gives me a new personal meaning to the
phrase, “You CAN teach an old dog new tricks.”  I’ve learn a lot!

With the unveiling of the new website, we also will be launching other new
communication tools – Facebook and Twitter.  We want the online world to be
the place where you and the community can easily reach all that is Messiah:
a go-to place for calendar of events, meeting times, “what’s happening,” our
newsletter, daily devotions, links to related ministries, and special
opportunities.  We hope these new communication tools will help us reach

further into the community by introducing our beliefs as Lutherans, sharing God’s vision
for us and His work, and understanding the joy of redemption and reconciliation in the
grace of Jesus Christ.

These communications methods don’t come without commitment. I will be seeking
“helpers” to keep things fresh and relevant to the greater community. We will have training
sessions.  We have intentionally included Skidaway in the names so that anyone “googling”
or “searching” online or by mobile device will find Messiah, both the church and the Savior.

Evangelism - Young Family Events 

Save the Date –  Thursday, September 15
Tentative date for the Turtle Release

We have it on good authority that there will be turtles hatching on
that day!  As a community wide invitation, we will host an
evening Turtle Release and fellowship pizza!  This event will be
open to our families and their friends and any other families
interested in participating. Come learn about the Diamond Back
Turtles from Pattye Field, our own special “Turtle Lady.”  It should
be a fun evening of fellowship and exploration!

Potential New Members - Exploration of Messiah

August 22, we will be inviting those who are interested in learning more
about Messiah to join us for drinks and appetizers at the Pearsons’ home.
We have a few people who have visited Messiah and this is a time for
them to get to know us on a more personal level, and ask questions.  If
you invite someone to church in the next week or two, we will invite them
to this “get to know us” get together.  Just notify the Pastor or the church.



MLC Newsletter ~ August 2016 ~ Page 10

News from the Outreach Ministry
Sandy Schmoll, Chairman

What we’re up to!

The Outreach Ministry is gearing up for the upcoming seasons of activities and events!  We
have two ongoing ministries, the Ronald McDonald House, coordinated by Lynn Townsend,
and America’s Second Harvest, coordinated by Linda Jacla.  Many thanks go to Lynn and
Linda for their enthusiasm and support of these organizations!  We will bring new focus to
these two ministries, and, in addition, we will be offering several opportunities through
which the congregation can become involved with other local and regional outreach
activities.  We are excited to have begun the planning process.  Stay tuned for details and
announcements!

Introducing new Coordinator of Messiah’s outreach work
at America’s Second Harvest’s !

Linda Jacla is the new coordinator of Messiah’s outreach work
with America’s Second Harvest, having taken over from Lynn
Townsend who is busy with the Ronald McDonald House
outreach work.

Linda was born in New Jersey and grew up in El Paso, TX and
California with her parents and one sister.  She has four adult
children, four adult stepchildren, and seven grandchildren.

Linda moved to Savannah from Vancouver, WA where she had
worked for six years as a Project Manager for Ascension
Software, a small software company.  Linda’s husband passed
away in Feb 2008.  During the last six months that Linda lived
in Vancouver, she began attending a Lutheran church.  She
became involved in the church because of the wonderful pastor
and an intern who helped her find what she had been looking for and needed in her life
since losing her husband.  Linda chose to move to Savannah because of the sunshine and
friendly people.  She came to start a fresh new chapter in her life.  Here, she found a home
at Messiah Lutheran.  We are thrilled that she is excited and full of ideas for America’s
Second Harvest.

America’s Second Harvest – An Update

Our volunteer work sorting and shelving donated food
items at America’s Second Harvest is suspended for the
summer because the organization has a bumper crop of
other summer volunteers.
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Free Market at Fort Stewart
Contributed by John Duren

Donations are needed for the Free Market that will be held at Fort
Stewart October 7.  Items requested include household goods,
clothing, toys, furniture, electronics, sports equipment, school
supplies, music instruments, novels and books for children.  You may
bring the items to the church during the month of September and
put them in the rear classroom adjacent to the nursery.  A receipt for
your donations will be available in the classroom.

Messiah members donated items last year for this Outreach project, which was the first
time Protestant Women of the Chapel (PWOC) had conducted a Free Market at Fort
Stewart.  The Free Market works like a Flea Market except that military families come to
the market and select items they need and receive them gratis.  Last year, more than 200
families were helped by this program and it is likely that more will participate this year
with a longer lead time to prepare.

If you wish to donate a large item that can’t be easily transported, the PWOC leaders can
bring a truck to your home to pick up the item.  Please call me, John Duren (598-9362),
if you have any questions or need help moving an item.

The Protestant Women of the Chapel International is a resource network that
unites, trains and encourages women in the military chapel community in their
spiritual growth.  One of its goals is to involve women in the work of the
chapel.  Free Markets are one of those works and they are conducted at U.S.
military bases in many places in the world.

Women Orthopaedist Global Outreach (WOGO) in Congo, Part I
Contributed by Connie Squibb

July 6, 2016 will forever be a day of remembrance for me.  It started like other days, but
certainly did not end that way.  The plan is to leave Savannah on the 2:45 p.m. flight for
Dulles, and the trip is to begin.  As many of you are aware, I fly frequently for work.   For this
trip, I was on the one carrier that I rarely fly.  To say I was a bit worried and less than excited
about this situation, is putting it mildly.  At some point, I gave it to God and forth I went.

Arriving at the Savannah airport, God had a plan and it was fully in motion.  I had two
bags to check, filled with the items you as a congregation had so generously donated.  Bag
number one is weighed and is exactly the limit of 50 pounds.  I know bag number two
weighs more.  I begin telling the two agents on duty about my trip and our intention.  Not
only did they allow bag number two to go through with no extra charge, later, I was told
that the agents made a donation to WOGO in my honor.  God is great and HIS power is
beyond our understanding.

After successfully leaving Savannah, arriving in Dulles early, the next leg is onward to
Brussels, Belgium.  A layover in Belgium and then it is on to Kinshasa, Democratic Republic
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of the Congo (DRC).  We left on Wednesday and it is Thursday, evening when we arrive.
While my luggage was slow in coming off the plane, a prayer to the Almighty brings forth
bag one and right behind it, bag number two.  All is intact and ready to be shared with
people of DRC.  We are taken to our hotel, which will be our home for the next six days,
and the process of gathering as a community for surgical intervention begins.

Due to lan-
guage barriers
a n d  o t h e r
issues, it is
determined that
our cargo is still
at the port.
Without the
c a r g o ,  o u r
mission cannot
begin.  It will
take numerous
hours for the
process to reap
our cargo.  For
us, it brings
relief, as we are
allowed to rest
overnight and
start the next
day later.  God
has a plan!

In upcoming articles, I will share with you other components of our trip.  Stay tuned!
God’s goodness will become ever present.

News from the Parish Life Ministry
Lynn McLauchlan, Chairman

Upcoming Parish Life Activities

Progressive Dinner: Friday, October 28
Church Directory: Photos taken Thursday, Friday, Saturday, November 3-5
Christmas Party: Sunday, December 11 at  5:30 p.m.
Progressive Dinner: Friday, January 27, 2017

If you would like to take part in any of the activities scheduled, please save the date and
look for details in future newsletters and/or the Messiah Minutes.
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From our Photo Album .  .  .

Birthday Sunday

Pastor Jason on
July 10 with Birthday
H o n o r e e s  K e n
Hylander, daughter
Ana, Frank Liebgott,
and Clarke Field.

On July 3, Pastor Jason and the
congregation prayed for Connie Squibb
as she prepared to leave for a medical
mission trip to the Congo.

Elizabeth Tsai wowed an audience of about 100
at our Rising Star Concert on July 8, 2016.
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Messiah Lutherans at the Ball Game

Greg Stinson organized a fun night at the Savannah
Bananas baseball game on July 15 for Messiah
Lutherans.
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In between one of the innings, Fayha Polite
participated in a contest.  She won a T-Shirt
for doing a perfect split (which,
unfortunately, the photographer was too late
to capture).

Lyric Olson

As proof that perseverance and endurance can come in small packages, in early June, Lyric
Olson completed the 37th Annual Bicycle Ride Across Georgia (BRAG).  That’s riding a
bicycle 370 miles from Atlanta to Savannah!

BRAG is the second oldest across-state bicycle tour in the world and attracts riders from
across the United States.  Along the routes, residents open up their towns and
communities to participants, making for a truly memorable experience. BRAG is a bicycle
ride, not a race.  It’s about the journey.



MLC Newsletter ~ August 2016 ~ Page 16

Messiah Lutheran Church
Statement of Income and Expenses for January 1 – June 30, 2016

Steve Allen, Finance Ministry Chairman

Income
Offerings . . . . . . . . . . .
Interest/Building Use . .

Total Income . . . . . .

Expenses
Pastor/Staff . . . . . . . . .
Administration . . . . . . .
Mortgage . . . . . . . . . .
Property . . . . . . . . . . .
Ministries . . . . . . . . . .

Total Expenses . . . . .

Net Income (Loss) . .

Actual

$206,317
    1,997

$208,314

$91,626
8,580

53,500
37,185

    4,216

$195,107

$13,207

Budget

$201,500
          0

$201,500

$89,164
13,200
54,000
37,500

    5,900

$199,764

$1,736

Over (Under)

$4,817 
  1,997 

$6,814 

$   2,462 
(4,620)

(500)
(315)

  (1,684)

$(4,657)

$(11,471)

       Memo: June
2015 YTD Actuals

$204,441
          2,264

$206,705

$90,668
6,868

51,000
39,048

        4,238

$191,822

$14,883

Comments:
• As a reminder, we had a one time unbudgeted expense of $9,614.00 in

April for a new fire alarm system.
• Thanks to all who contribute to offerings.  We ask everyone to prayerfully

consider what they can give.
• On January 15, 2016 our total mortgage balance was $1,405,859.  As of

June 30 it was $1,319,747.  Thanks to all who contribute to the special
mortgage reduction fund; please continue giving what you can.

Highlights from Church Council’s Meeting on July 18, 2016

Please note the following highlights have been taken from the draft
minutes that will be presented for approval at Council’s August 2016 meeting.

• Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Jason reported:
< Sermons on the Website:  Pastor and office administrator Cynthia Sharpley have

done further research in getting sermons on the website.  They have consulted with
Jim Brown, who helps Messiah with tech issues, and secured necessary software and
will provide training. Cost estimate is less than $300. Also, there have been
problems accessing our current website, but domain manager Rob Fritz is addressing
that issue.

< Office e-mail and churchwide distributions: Any information needing to be
disseminated to the congregation should be done via the church bulletin and/ or the
Messiah Minute, unless it is an immediate, unforeseen circumstance (funerals,
deaths).  This will ensure the effectiveness of our communication outlets.
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< Tuesdays in the Temple: This will be a series of informational trips to historic
churches in downtown Savannah.  Once month, a group of Messiah members and
any interested friends will go visit a congregation, learn about the church, and its
expression of Christian faith.  Members are asked to let Pastor Jason know if you
know a contact person at any of the historic churches.

< The Talsnesses will have a young guest, Simon Wieschemann, staying with them
from August 7-20.  Simon is a recent high school graduate from Germany.  His
father is a Lutheran Pastor in Germany, and the two families have been dear friends
for 25 years.  Simon is seeking a soccer scholarship at an American university.

< To date in June, he has made 5 home visits, 4 hospital visit, and 3 outings
(interactions with members or prospective members), and no evangelism visits.

• Property Ministry Report: The ministry has obtained estimates to repair critical wood
rot and roof leaks (two major locations in the rear of the corners of the sanctuary).
Council approved a maximum of $13,000 for the repairs.

• Stewardship Ministry Report: Tom Thomas announced the appointment of George
Lawrence to fill the vacancy left by Dianne Franz.  George will join the council in
September.

• Finance Ministry Report:  Steve Allen and Terry Blaney distributed a Balance Sheet,
an Analysis of Revenues and Expenses, and a Detail and Summary of Restricted
Accounts report.  There was a blessing of a stock donation in June that greatly improved
our revenue position.

Friday, September 30, 2016
6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. ~ $30 per person

FREE for children 12 & under

Featuring the RhineLanders,
a German “Oompah” Band, for the 12th year!

Preise fur den besten Deutschen Gekleideter Mann und Frau,
Hat, Bier-Stein, Polka Tanz!

Included in the ticket price: German BRATS, Sauerkraut,
Potato Salad, almost German Bier, Wine, Soft Drinks

Starting in August, tickets are on sale every Sunday before and after church in the Narthex.
You also can buy tickets at the church office during office hours (Mon–Fri, 2:00 - 5:00
p.m.).  Make checks payable to “Messiah Lutheran.”  We love tickets purchased in advance!

Last year and the three years before that, over 200 people attended!  We encourage you
to invite friends to join you at our annual Oktoberfest.  Please include $$ for your friends’
tickets (or let us know how many will join you.)  Questions?  Talk to Phil Nack, John Duren,
Mac Oliver or Parker Pearson.  Danke!

A MEN’S GROUP EVENT
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CHURCH COUNCIL

Tim Andrews, Property Ministry Chair, timandrews1114@comcast.net
Steve Allen, Finance Ministry Chair, Steven.H.Allen@gmail.com
George Lawrence, Stewardship Ministry Chair, mppggl@comporium.net
Tom Olson, Worship & Music Ministry Chair, tolson@kerncoleman.com
Lynn McLauchlan, Parish Life Ministry Chair, LynnMcL5@gmail.com
Peggy Pearson, Evangelism Ministry Chair, parkpear@aol.com
Sandy Schmoll, Outreach Ministry Chair, savsandy@comcast.net
Lynnetta Hartson, Staff Support/Mutual Ministry Chair, lhartson@comcast.net
Tom Thomas, Christian Education Ministry Chair, hethomasjr@gmail.com
Jason Talsness, Pastor, skidawaypastorj@gmail.com; Cell phone: (770) 570-7407

CHURCH OFFICERS (Jan. 1 – Dec. 31, 2016)
Tom Thomas, President
Lynnetta Hartson, Vice President
Peggy Pearson, Recording Secretary
Terry Blaney, Treasurer

CHURCH STAFF

Jason Talsness, Pastor
Mary Maner, Choral Director
Diane Boyd, Church Organist
Cynthia Sharpley, Church Secretary (Hrs: Mon–Fri, 2-5 p.m.)
Barbara Roush, Church Bookkeeper (Hrs: Tues mornings)

Help Keep Our Records Current
Have you changed your e-mail address?  Moved?  Have a new mailing address?  New home
or cell telephone number?  New work telephone number?  Please share updates with the
church office by calling 598-1188 or e-mailing MessiahSk@gmail.com.
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