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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
Deputy Sheriff in Montgomery County Files Lawsuit Against Smoke Detector and 
Space Heater Manufacturers after Deadly House Fire Claims his Sons’ Lives 
 
PHILADELPHIA, PA – January 8, 2019 Philadelphia personal injury law firm, Messa & Associates, has filed 
a lawsuit in the Philadelphia Court of Common Pleas on behalf of Montgomery County Sheriff’s Deputy, 
Bryan Lukens, and his wife, Tracy Lukens, who suffered the catastrophic loss of their two sons, Bryan, Jr., 
and Parker, in a December 2017 house fire. The lawsuit seeks damages against multiple defendants, 
including well known smoke detector manufacturer, Kidde, and electric space-heater manufacturers, 
Kenwood, U.S.A and De’Longhi America (De’Longhi/Kenwood). 
 
Lukens’ complaint alleges that both De’Longhi/Kenwood and Kidde had specific knowledge of their 
products’ failures to perform as marketed and continued none-the-less to distribute these dangerous and 
defective products to the public, resulting in the death of their two sons. Specifically, after a Kenwood 
model oil-filled space heather, nearly identical to the one responsible for the fire in the Lukens home, 
caused a residential blaze and killed two young boys in 2011, Kenwood began marketing the oil-filled electric 
space heaters as “SafeHeat,” a direct contradiction to the reality that the space heaters are actually deadly.  
 
Additionally, Kidde has known for many years that its ionization smoke detectors fail to provide timely 
warning during a fire. For decades, Kidde, through its parent and affiliated companies, received repeated 
and continuous notice that their products do not perform in common residential fires. Specifically, Kidde 
received numerous complaints, many involving fatalities of children, that their ionization detectors do not 
sound in the presence of smoldering fires and smoke. The failure of Kidde ionization smoke detectors is so 
prevalent that it has resulted in multiple lawsuits, including, but certainly not limited to;  
 

• Brechbiel v. Kidde, Inc., May Term, 2005, No. 3669 (Philadelphia Co. Pennsylvania); 
• Craig v. Walter Kidde Portable Equipment Co., Case No. CV-2005-4109 (Mobile Co. Alabama); 
• Salas v. Kidde, Inc., No. 00AS05301, Superior Court of California, Dept. 53 (2003); and 
• Moss/Fontenot v. Kidde Fyrnetics, No. 162,821, Jefferson County, Texas (172nd Judicial District) 

 
Bryan and Tracy Lukens are represented by attorneys Joseph L. Messa, Jr., Thomas N. Sweeney, and Brett M. 
Furber, of Messa & Associates, P.C. The plaintiffs seek compensatory and punitive damages from De’Longhi 
America, Kenwood USA, Kidde, Inc., Liberty Ministries Thrift, Home Depot USA, KAB Enterprise, and Rite 
Cord.  
 
For more information, please contact Angela D. Leone at 215-568-3500 or aleone@messalaw.com.  
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About Messa & Associates, P.C 
Messa & Associates, P.C. represents individuals and their families in complex personal injury matters, 
including catastrophic injury, medical malpractice, product liability, motor vehicle accidents, fires and 
explosions. Our attorneys serve Pennsylvania clients throughout the state, including in Philadelphia and 
other surrounding communities in Montgomery County, Chester County, Delaware County, and Bucks 
County. Messa & Associates are also proud to serve New Jersey clients throughout that state, and also 
litigate selected cases throughout the country. 
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