
Messa & Associates, P.C. Voted by U.S News and 
World Report as one of America’s Best Law Firms 
in 2018 
 

Messa & Associates, P.C. is proud to announce that 
the firm has been named by U.S. News and World 
Report as one of the nation’s Best Law Firms in 
2019 for their notable and distinctive performance 
in the areas of Personal Injury and Products                      
Liability litigation. The firm has ranked Tier 1 in the 
Philadelphia region for Personal Injury Litigation on 
behalf of plaintiffs and Tier 2 for Products Liability 
Litigation on behalf of plaintiffs.  
 

Messa & Associates’ ratings were based on a collection of client and lawyer 
evaluations as well as additional peer reviews.  Clients were asked to provide 
information related to firm responsiveness, firm civility, cost effectiveness, 
and understanding of needs. They were also asked to comment on whether 
they would refer the firm to other clients. Lawyers and peers were asked to 
state whether they’d refer important cases and whether or not they consider 
the firm a worthy competitor.  
 
In order for a firm to be considered in a practice area, it is required that at 
least one of its attorneys be voted by peers into the Best Lawyers in America®, 
a distinction awarded to Joseph L. Messa, Jr., Managing Partner of Messa & 
Associates, in August of this year.  
 
“We are really proud of the work we do here,” said Messa. “It’s an honor to 
receive this kind of recognition, especially when it’s based on the reviews of 
not only clients, but peers as well.”  
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“I am grateful for 

what I am and have. 

My Thanksgiving is 

perpetual. ”   

 

 HENRY DAVID 
THOREAU 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING!! 



MESSA & ASSOCIATES WELCOMES NEW                
ATTORNEY, BRETT J. ENGELKRAUT  

Messa & Associates, P.C. is pleased to 
announce that Brett J. Engelkraut, Esq. 
has joined its roster of experienced and 
skilled personal injury and medical              
malpractice attorneys in a continuing 
trend of growth for the Center City 
firm. Mr. Engelkraut will concentrate 
his practice on catastrophic injury                  

cases, including medical malpractice, products                       
liability, and premises liability litigation. 
 
Mr. Engelkraut brings a unique and valuable                        
perspective to the law practice at Messa and                       
Associates, having spent a large portion of his career 
(over 15 years) defending medical malpractice cases. 
This experience on the other side of the courtroom 
offers significant insight into the preparation of a         
defense and the ability to stay one step ahead 
through every phase of litigation. 
 
“Brett’s wealth of experience as a successful medical 
malpractice defense attorney will be invaluable to 
our firm,” said Messa & Associates founder,                         
Joseph L. Messa, Jr.   
 
Mr. Engelkraut earned his law degree from Villanova 
University in 2002, during which time he served as a 
judicial extern for the Honorable Arnold L. New of 
the Philadelphia Court of Common Pleas.  He                     
received his undergraduate degree from the                               
University of Scranton in 1998, where he majored in 
History with a minor in Political Science. 

RICHARD J. HELENIAK SECURES $853,000 
SETTLEMENT FOR PERMANENTLY                          
INJURED VICTIM OF DRUNK DRIVER  

Attorney Richard Heleniak recently secured an 
$853,000 settlement for Messa & Associates                    
client, Cindy Paslo, who was permanently injured 
by a drunk driver who was overserved in a local 
Levittown, PA bar.  

Cindy Paslo was the front seat passenger in a                    
vehicle operated by Rachel Cheeseman which 
went out of control and crashed into a utility pole 
in Bristol Township, PA on December 7, 2012. As a 
result of the crash, Ms. Paslo sustained severe     
injuries, including fractures to her pelvis, both 
legs, and right arm, a lacerated spleen, and a                  
traumatic brain injury. In addition to her injuries, 
Ms. Paslo is also left with a permanent                                
tracheostomy which she breathes through every 
day—a result of vocal cord paralysis and tracheal 
stenosis caused by long-term intubation.   

On the evening of December 7, 2012, Ms. 
Cheeseman was a patron at Gleason’s Pub where 
she was overserved despite being clearly and              
visibly intoxicated. She was permitted to leave the 
bar in her vehicle, and further permitted to take 
two passengers with her. Her erratic driving                 
resulted in being stopped by an officer who                 
suspected she was driving under the influence.  
During this traffic stop, Ms. Cheeseman pulled 
away in an attempt to avoid the consequences of 
her actions. This attempt led to the crash that     
almost killed Cindy Paslo.  

Ms. Paslo, who can never return to work, will                 
utilize these settlement funds to finance the                 
specialized medical treatment she now requires.  

JOSEPH L. MESSA, JR. NAMED A FELLOW OF THE INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY OF BARRISTERS 

Joseph L. Messa, Jr. has accepted an invitation for a Fellowship in the                        

International  Society of Barristers. Fellowship in the society is a                              

distinction claimed by less than 700 attorneys around the globe, all of 

which are  recognized as “outstanding in the field of advocacy.”   

The International Society of Barristers is dedicated to preserving trial by         

jury, the adversary system, and an independent judiciary. No lawyer may 

apply for membership—instead, new fellows are elected by the society’s 

Board of Governors based on a nomination by an existing fellow and a                     

subsequent review of the nominee’s trial skills and personal and                              

professional integrity.  



Avoiding Medication Errors  
          By Suzanne H. dePillis  

One of the most under-recognized yet 
potentially deadly risks that patients face 
is an error in the prescription, dispensing, 
or administration of medication by their 
healthcare providers, both in out-patient 
and in hospital settings. Medication errors 
are preventable, yet in the United States 
alone, they cause at least one death every 
day and injure about 1.3 million people 
annually. If you believe that you or a 
loved one have suffered serious injuries or 
death as a result of a medication error, 
contact us for a free consultation. Here 
are some tips to help you and your loved 
ones avoid such potential tragedies.  

Taking an active role in your own 
healthcare can reduce your risk of a                   
medication error. Learn about the drugs 
you are taking, including possible side 
effects. Give an updated copy of your 
medication list to all health care providers 
at every visit or hospital stay. Your list 
should include the names and dosages of 
all medications and when you take them, 
including prescription medications, herbs, 
vitamins, nutritional supplements, and 
over-the-counter drugs.  

Medications should be stored in their               
original labeled containers and your daily 
medications should be organized by using 
a pillbox or an automatic pill dispenser. 
Save the information sheets that come 
with your medications and use the same 
pharmacy, if possible, for all of your                 
prescriptions. When you pick up a                        
prescription, check that it's the one your 
doctor ordered. You should also review 
the medication and directions for taking it 
with the pharmacist. Do not allow others 
to use your prescription medication and 
only use your own.  

If you have any concerns about the                    
medications you have been prescribed, 
including any adverse interactions with 
other medications you are taking, your 
doctor, pharmacist or other healthcare 
provider should be able to address them. 
Make sure your doctor tells you the                      
purpose for each medication and writes it 
on the prescription itself. You should also 

know the name and strength of any new 
prescription before leaving your 
healthcare provider’s office and how you 
should take the medication. Contact your 
doctor if you suspect a medication mix-up 
caused by look- and sound-alike drug 
names. Learn the brand and generic 
names of all of your medications, which 
can be particularly important if you plan 
to travel to another country which may 
use different drug names.  

Whenever you start a new medication, 
make sure you know the answers to these 
questions: 

• What is the medication supposed to 
do?  

• How long will it be until I see                   
results? 

• What is the dose?  

• How long should I take it? 

• What should I do if I miss a dose? 

• What should I do if I accidentally 
take more than the recommended 
dose? 

• Are there any foods, drinks, other                     
medications or activities I should 
avoid while taking this medicine? 

• What are the possible side effects?  

• What should I do if they occur? 

• Will this new medication interfere 
with my other medication(s)? If so, 
how? 

Your doctor can help prevent medication 
errors by using a computer to enter and 
print (or digitally send) any prescription 
details, instead of hand writing one. Your 
doctor should also update your patient 
profile in the computer system to include 
all medications currently being taken—
prescription or not and keep these other 
products in mind when prescribing                 
medication to avoid potential adverse 
interactions, duplications, overdosing and 
other dangers.    

You should insist that medication                          
reconciliation be done at every transition 

of care in which new medications are               
ordered or existing orders are rewritten. 
Transitions of care occurs when you 
change healthcare providers or are                 
admitted or discharged from the hospital 
or the level of hospital care changes. 
Medication reconciliation involves                
comparing the list of medications your 
health care provider currently has with 
the list of medications you are currently 
taking. This process is done to avoid                 
medication errors such as duplication of 
medications, dosing errors, missing                  
medications and drug interactions. 

The following are medication errors by 
patients that you can easily avoid:  

Confusing eardrops & eyedrops: Always 
double-check the label and remember— 
“otic” means ears, “ophthalmic” means 
eyes.   

Chewing non-chewables: Don't assume 
chewing a pill is as good as swallowing it. 
Some medications should never be 
chewed, cut, or crushed.  

Cutting up pills: Never split pills unless 
your doctor or pharmacist has told you it's 
safe to do so. Some medications may be 
specially coated to be long acting or to 
protect the stomach. 

Using the wrong spoon: The spoons in 
your silverware drawer aren't measuring 
spoons. To get an accurate dose, use an 
oral syringe (available at pharmacies) or 
the dose cup that came with the                  
medication. 

For more information and other tips to 
avoid medication errors, see the Mayo 
Clinic website article written by their staff, 
titled “Medication errors: Cut your risks 
with these tips.”  

 

Suzanne H. dePillis is a                           

catastrophic injury attorney for 

Messa & Associates, representing 

injured clients in Pennsylvania and 

New Jersey. 

SdePillis@messalaw.com  



MAIN LOCATIONS 
 

PHILADELPHIA 

123 S 22nd St 

Philadelphia, PA 19103 

P: 215-568-3500 
 

CHERRY HILL 

2091 Springdale Rd. , Ste. 2 

Cherry Hill, NJ 08003 

P: 856-810-9500 

AROUND THE OFFICE 

Messa & Associates welcomes 
new hire, Margaret G. Peters, to 
the team! Margaret is working as 
a secretary to Suzanne dePillis. 
Mrs. Peters joins us with almost 
36 years experience as a legal 
assistant in plaintiff’s personal 
injury law in both Pennsylvania 
and New Jersey. Welcome to the 
team, Margaret!  

This November, we wish Happy, 
Happy Birthdays to paralegal, 
Robin Rosenthal (11/3), paralegal     
Elisa Cha (11/20), attorney Ray 
Arreola (11/26), and secretary 
Kim Machinski (11/29).   

Happy Birthday!!  

Attorneys and staff at                                     
Messa & Associates wish you 
and your loved ones a very                            
Happy Thanksgiving,                                        

surrounded by family                                       
and plenty of good food.  

SATELLITE LOCATIONS 
 

GERMANTOWN 

6000-6002 Germantown Ave 

Philadelphia, PA 19144 

P: 215-844-1614 
 

PITTSTON 

309 Wyoming Ave 

Pittston, PA 18643 

P: 570-883-0800 

 

CONSHOHOCKEN 

923 Fayette St.  

Conshohocken, PA 19246 

P: 215-940-7700 

 

LINWOOD 

605 New Road 

Linwood, NJ 08221 

P: 609-601-1644 

 

ROSELLE 

520 West First Ave 

Roselle, NJ 07203 

P: 908-300-3900 

 

COLLINGSWOOD 

475 White Horse Pike 

Collingswood, NJ 08107 

P:877-637-7252 


