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Jesus had been in Galilee performing different miracles and had set out on a mission 
with his disciples across the lake to a region beyond the Jordan River, to the east, in a 
land of "Gentiles."
As they set out by boat to accomplish their Gentile mission, they run into one of the 
famous "sudden storms" that arise on the sea of Galilee, a storm that brought great fear 
into the hearts of even these hardened fishermen, and taught them humility and 
dependence: with Jesus, they had nothing to fear because He was no ordinary Rabbi: 
He was the God of creation.
But when you're with Jesus, you're always in school, and at the place they are headed, 
they will learn more of the identity of Jesus. They will learn not only that He is the Lord 
and Master of the Visible Created World, but also that He is Lord and Master of the 
Invisible world of spirits and devils.
This morning I'm going to preach verse by verse through our passage and ask God to 
show us a picture of this Jesus, to help us meet this Master of the Invisible World, and 
see how this meeting comforts us, challenges us, and if God is gracious, even changes 
us.
(Read. Pray.)

26. **Then they sailed to the country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite 
Galilee.** 
As I mentioned in my opening remarks, this country or region or territory is called the 
"country of the Gerasenes." This is the first time, and only time, Jesus will leave the land 
of Palestine, the Promised Land, and venture with his Healing Power and Messianic 
Glory into the land of the "nations" or "Gentiles."
I’m sure the disciples would have been surprised. The Jews you see weren’t supposed 
to have dealings with Gentiles, not like this!
How about you? As a follower of Jesus, do you believe Jesus may take you to 
unexpected places? The disciples surely had reservations about going into the Greek 
region of the Decapolis where many "unclean" practices were present. 
Also some of you may struggle with faith and belief; and the whole idea of "following" 
someone is hard for you. Following someone is humbling. Following someone feels like 
you're losing control. Following someone seems like you're losing power.



But when the person you're following has perfect control, has all power, and has 
authority to command you to follow, and promises never to abandon you, then that 
makes sense to follow that person.
You might wonder: what happens if I start to follow Jesus and he makes me do 
something I don't want to, or takes me somewhere I don't want to go?
Remember: Jesus' job isn't to make your life comfortable. Or to conform to all your 
expectations. He often speaks through unexpected people and asks you to do 
unexpected things. Your job is to believe that He is Lord and follow Him. Leave the 
worries to Him. He will take care of you.

27. (and 29b.) **When Jesus had stepped out on land, there met him a man from 
the city who had demons. For a long time he had worn no clothes, and he had not 
lived in a house but among the tombs….(For many a time it had seized him. He 
was kept under guard and bound with chains and shackles, but he would break 
the bonds and be driven by the demon into the desert.)** 
In our next verse(s) (I combined 27 and part of 29) we find out just why Jesus had set 
sail for the Gentile land of Gadara or Gerasa. He had an *appointment*.
Notice the text says "there met him a man from the city…" First look at this point. How 
did the man know they were coming?
Now we have no idea why this man met them, or how he knew (if he knew) that Jesus 
was coming. But we will learn later in the text that the man (and even more, the demons 
in the man) knew a great deal about Jesus.
I think that Jesus' arrival was communicated somehow to this man through (probably by 
spiritual signals) by the invisible watchmen of the armies of Satan himself. That's my 
theory regarding how he was able to "met them" right as Jesus sets foot on land.
What does this teach you?
This teaches you that if you're someone who doesn't believes in "fate" or 
"coincidences," is it possible that the things that are happening in your life are beyond 
explanation? That God might have some purpose for the seemingly random events that 
happen to you?
Perhaps (like someone who is on drugs), this man didn't even fully realize where he was 
going or why he was going there. But there was a greater purpose, a greater story that 
he was a part of, greater than he realized.
Where do you find yourself today? Who are your parents? Where do you live? Do you 
think you ended up in this place randomly? You might be thinking, "I didn't even plan to 
come to church this morning." Well, you may be about to realize the real definition of 
"church" is not a building, but about meeting Jesus in the midst of His people. And when 
you do, things can't stay the same.
Second notice that verse 27 tells you a little about the demon possessed man. 
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You learn first that: 1) he is from the city. He is a man from the city. But he is not 
currently living in the city. Second, we learn that 2) he is not living in a house at present 
but "among the tombs." He is homeless. Third, not only is this city dweller homeless but 
3) he also "for a long time had worn no clothes." Likely he was completely naked. If not 
completely naked, close to completely naked.
The reason he is homeless and naked we learn a little farther down in the text in verse 
29 that he was possessed by a demon which was 'seizing' the man with such violence 
that he could not be kept "under control" even with chains (for his hands) and shackles 
(for his ankles). As a result, he would (we're told in the text) be driven by the demon 
"into the desert."
What do these verses teach you? Two things.
First, interestingly, even though he was homeless, the demons inside him were not. 
Think about it: while the man who was possessed by demons was homeless and naked, 
the demons who lived within him had a "home."
What kept them housed kept him homeless.
Devils, demons, and their servants in the world don’t care what happens to you as long 
as they can use you (materialism) for their purposes. You know who your friends are 
when the friendship starts to cost THEM something.
Second, only mercy can really and truly help people find their way home. Mercy cleans 
out a person's "house" so that he or she can go home. 
Many things were tried to "keep this man home." Nothing worked. Chains and shackles 
didn't work. Guards didn't work. Education likely didn't work. Even prayer didn't seem to 
work.
How about you? 
You may have a home with four walls and a door and windows, but ask yourself this: are 
you really "home"? Or are you home in "body" only, while your heart, your soul, is in fact 
homeless?
Bono of U2 sang of a spirit of homelessness when he said, 'I still haven't found what I'm 
lookin' for." Maybe he, and maybe you live in the graves of the world, wandering to and 
fro, housing demons but without a home yourself.
Restlessness, rootlessness, anger, cynicism, doubt, fear, longing, all these anti-virtues 
point to a person's need to come home.
How about you? What have you tried to get rid of your demons?
• rules?
• resolutions?
• promises?
• hopes?
• locks and keys?
• internet filters?
• spy cameras?
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• moving?
• changing jobs?
• changing spouses?
• moving out?
• moving up?
Despite all you've done, are you still housing demons that keep you homeless?
We need a new vision for home in a homeless, demon possessed world. 
Home is the place where there is acceptance, peace, and rest. It is where there's a fire 
built, and bread in the oven. It is the place where there's music, and laughter, and work, 
and play. It is a place where there are children, and a mother and a father. It is a place 
of love, of teaching, and of care. It is a place where, supremely, God is worshipped in all 
of life.
Here's a prayer for the homeless: 

Show Mercy, God
Meet me by the lake
Call me from the graveyard
Make me walk by faith
Clean my house
Cleanse my bones
Fill my life
Bring me home.

28. **When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell down before him and said with a 
loud voice, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I 
beg you, do not torment me.” For he had commanded the unclean spirit to come 
out of the man.** 
Notice in verse 28 the reaction that the man has to meeting Jesus. We see three very 
violent expressions when the man "sees Jesus."
This reaction was the first "step" in expelling the demon, a process sometimes called 
"exorcism." (The word "exorcism" is from the Greek word meaning "to bind someone by 
oath." ref: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Exorcism)
Jesus apparently commanded the demons to "come out of the man" which causes him 
to react with such violence. 
What does he do? First the man cries out. Second, he falls down before him. And third, 
he speaks with a loud voice.
In this man we see a picture of aggression, of conflict between light and darkness, and it 
is a match, a fight, a battle to the death. And in this battle, Jesus obviously wins.
I wonder: too often we don't see the intersection between Jesus and sin in the world. 
Everywhere you turn people (and possibly yourself) are trying to blur the line between 
light and darkness, between God and the devil.
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We want to have our cake and eat it too.
We don't see, and we quite frankly don't want to see, the reality that the Bible shows us 
here, namely: you can't have a demon and also hang with Jesus. Demons, and their 
tools (the world and the flesh and sin) don't mix with Jesus. There is no negotiation with 
terrorists.
But while we may hesitate to engage with Jesus, he doesn't hesitate. When he sets foot 
on land, the battle is on.
I wonder: have some of you made compromises with unclean spirits in your life? or with 
unclean spirits that influence you? Do you think that Christ can dwell with an unclean 
spirit?
The basic message of the Bible is this: sin defiles and is an offense against a Holy God. 
God is love, but is also Holy and Just and is too pure to allow sin to remain in his 
presence. 
2 Corinthians 6 describes this call to holiness:

Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. For what partnership has righteousness 
with lawlessness? Or what fellowship has light with darkness? What accord has 
Christ with Belial? Or what portion does a believer share with an unbeliever? What 
agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of the living 
God; as God said,
! “I will make my dwelling among them and walk among them,
! ! and I will be their God,
! ! and they shall be my people.
! Therefore go out from their midst,
! ! and be separate from them, says the Lord,
! and touch no unclean thing;
! ! then I will welcome you,
! and I will be a father to you,
! ! and you shall be sons and daughters to me,
! says the Lord Almighty.”
! ! ! ! (2 Corinthians 6:14-18 ESV)

Elsewhere Jesus makes a similar point when he says, 'You cannot serve two masters.'1
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God's creation; there is God (the creator) and the Creation. That's two. But every other religion sees 
things as one. God, in every other religion, is found "within creation" and as such when man worships his 
so-called "god" he's really worshipping creation. Which is idolatry.



Look back at our text in verse 28. It is interesting what the man does when he sees 
Jesus:

--He names himself as plural ("…to do with us")
--He names Jesus and his office ("…Jesus the Son of the Most High God")
--He submits to Jesus asking for mercy ("I beg you do not torment us…")

This reaction from the demon-possessed man raises a question that needs to be 
addressed or answered.
Do people believe in Hell?
We should observe that our text points out that the demons who possessed this man 
certainly believed in Hell.
It might be worth going over some basic biblical eschatology at this point. Eschatology 
simply means the study of last things, or of the "End times."
What is the picture we get of the Bible's view of the last days?  Three basic things.
First, the last days or the plan of the end of the ages comes before the plan of salvation. 
Salvation, or the plan of salvation, is that which God implemented as a way of 
accomplishing his overall plan for the history and story of the world. Salvation comes 
after God's plan for the world and is implemented in order to accomplish God's plan for 
the world.
Second, the "last days" begin in the first century in the "season" of the life, death, burial, 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ. All major events of salvation are accomplished 
(finished) as Jesus ascends into heaven and is seated at the FAther's right hand. 
Nothing else is needed for the "last days" to begin. In other words, since the 
resurrection of Jesus, we have been living in the "end times."
Third, in these "last days" we find the following things to be true: (a) God's people are at 
war with God's enemies (The world, the flesh, and the Devil) and are called to fight that 
battle. (b) God's enemies have been defeated by the death burial and resurrection of 
Jesus but their defeat (nor his victory) is not yet on display for the world to see. Thus in 
these last days the devil roams about like a roaring lion" and the enemies of God have 
space to torment the Church. (c) There will come a time when time and history and the 
battle will be ended; at that time the Devil and his angels all will be cast into Hell at the 
visible, bodily, return of Christ.
It is that third thing that the demon possessed man speaks of when he says, "Do not 
torment me!" He knows in some sense that Jesus arrival in the flesh means his defeat; 
though he doesn’t know the time frame, he’s scared to death. What about you?
Do you believe there is a day coming, Judgment Day, in which every deed of every 
person will be weighed in the balance of sin and righteousness? And that even one sin 
against an infinitely holy God is worthy of an infinite punishment, eternal punishment in 
Hell? And that no amount of your good deeds, nor any amount of prayers to the saints, 
or offerings, or incense, or money can ever change the just sentence of the righteous 
God? And that you only have one life in which to make yourself right with God?
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30. **(and v. 31.) Jesus then asked him, “What is your name?” And he said, 
“Legion,” for many demons had entered him. And they begged him not to 
command them to depart into the abyss.** 
Other things were said by Jesus which Luke didn't record, but the first recorded words 
we have of Jesus in this encounter are these: "What is your name?"
Asking someone's name gives you power over that person.
Illustration: dog training.
Besides this, the power of knowing someone's name often implies in the Bible the 
power to give someone a new name.

Simon called Peter.
Saul called Paul.
Abram called Abraham.

And while God puts a new song in our mouth as a picture of salvation, he also gives us 
a new name.
The name we discover is the name of the Demon, not the name of the man. (We 
actually never find out the name of the man.) And that name is Legion.
This is a Latin word imported directly into Greek by Luke; what do we know about 
legions? "The organization of legions varied greatly over time but were typically 
composed of up to 5,000 soldiers." (source: en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_legion)
Interesting--amazing, really, how five thousand demons beg Jesus to be sent anywhere 
but the "abyss" (we just talked about eschatology). Clearly they are afraid of what will 
happen to them; there can be no doubt as to who is in charge here.
I think it is an important lesson for you to learn as well: Jesus is more powerful than five 
thousand demons.
How many demons do you think it takes to defeat Jesus? What kind of situation is too 
hard for him? He is Lord of the Visible Created World. He is also Lord of the Invisible 
World of Spirits and Devils. Even five thousand demons isn't too many for Him.
Our text in the next several verses says this:

32. **(also v. 33) Now a large herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside, and 
they begged him to let them enter these. So he gave them permission. Then the 
demons came out of the man and entered the pigs, and the herd rushed down the 
steep bank into the lake and drowned.**
At this point the story shifts a little bit. The man is about to be fully and finally cured of 
his demon possession, and the "means" by which we see Jesus curing him is a "forced 
evacuation." Jesus actually spiritually removes the demons from the man and then 
casts them ("casting" means that Jesus supernaturally commanded them) into a herd of 
pigs that were nearby.
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We don't know if they asked to be sent into these pigs; we don't know if this was some 
kind of religious irony (that the pigs, which were unclean to the Jews, were the ideal 
symbolic recipient of the cast out legion of demons, or what). Nor do we know if he sent 
one demon into one pig--we don't know how big the herd was.
We do know, however, that in the making of this movie, animals were certainly 
"harmed." Five thousand pigs rush to their death. Can you imagine the sight? The 
sound? The smell?
Look at our next few verses:

34. **(along with vv. 35-37) When the herdsmen saw what had happened, they fled 
and told it in the city and in the country. Then people went out to see what had 
happened, and they came to Jesus and found the man from whom the demons 
had gone, sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind, and they were 
afraid. And those who had seen it told them how the demon-possessed man had 
been healed. Then all the people of the surrounding country of the Gerasenes 
asked him to depart from them, for they were seized with great fear. So he got 
into the boat and returned.** 
What we see in these verses is celebration turning into catastrophe.
What should have been a town party turned into a town mob. A man has been 
wandering in the tombs, homeless, naked, and demon possessed is now seated at the 
feet of Jesus, clothed, and in his right mind--the exact opposite of how we found him in 
the beginning of our story.
But what was a miracle for the man turned into a disaster, a catastrophe, for the owners 
of the pigs (people from the town) and in fact everyone from the town.
It would seem that the deliverance of the man has actually offended the townspeople. 
Now I'm not saying the loss of this herd of pigs was small or irrelevant, but if you were 
forced to choose between a man who gets his life back and your business which would 
you choose?
There's a truth you need to learn here: real mercy ministry will inevitably offend the rich. 
Here's how it works: when the demons of the poor and the oppressed are exorcised, the 
hidden demons of the rich are exposed; in this case, money.
In another situation in the Apostle Paul's life, a demon is expelled from a girl who's 
"demon powers" were making money for some merchants in town; she was free, and 
they were angry.
What can you learn about the townspeople's reaction?
The dramatic work of God for some often exposes the demon possession that flies 
under the radar, demonic activity that we can't see, or won't see, or choose to ignore all 
too often.
What happens when Jesus shows up and it might cost you? Will you send him away, or 
will you beg to go with him?
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Listen to this quote from author and theologian Richard Lovelace:
"The Christian cultures from other nations, especially those of Third World 
evangelical churches, can easily detect the fact that most american Christians have 
their lives organized around the kingdom of the business of success rather than the 
kingdom of God." (Dynamics of Spiritual Life, p. 253).

The rich young ruler experienced a similar disappointment when he started to follow 
Jesus; he had to confront his desire for success and the idol it represented (the barrier) 
to taking up his cross and dying to his own dreams. He left Jesus; these townsfolk sent 
Jesus away; the results are the same. You should beware: when Jesus shows up in 
power in your life (in a big way or a small way) don’t send him away.
The final verses of our text say this:
38. **(and verse 39) The man from whom the demons had gone begged that he 
might be with him, but Jesus sent him away, saying, “Return to your home, and 
declare how much God has done for you.” And he went away, proclaiming 
throughout the whole city how much Jesus had done for him.**
In the last verses of our text we see an amazing transformation has taken place. The 
man turns from fighting God and battling Jesus to sitting in "willing bonds at Jesus' feet."
The townspeople demand that Jesus depart but the man who's been healed can't 
imagine life without his new Lord and Savior!
His chains of iron are gone, and they are now replaced with chains of love. His new 
chains are chains of a willing and obedient heart. 
What about you? What kind of slave are you? A willing slave to the Lord of Life or an 
unwilling servant of Satan, the Angel of Light and the Prince of this World?
How do I define servant? Slave? Here's how I define it: who's mission are you on? 
Who's mission are you protecting?
If you follow Jesus, do you want to tell others about "everything that God has done for 
you"? Or is that only for fanatics?
This man has experienced salvation (or deliverance) which has led to transformation. 
The final step is one that many believers or so-called followers of Jesus ignore: that is 
mission. 
What is your mission? If you don't know, then it is possible that you have not 
experienced transformation; it is possible that you have not experienced deliverance.
Deliverance comes for some in big ways like for this man. For others, deliverance 
comes in more subtle ways, quieter ways, ways not as visible to the outward eye. But all 
salvation is "visible" and as my dad used to say, "Christianity by definition is not a 
private religion."

**CONCLUSION**
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In conclusion, this text shows us two attitudes toward demons: celebrating their removal 
(even if it costs us a great deal) or grieving our losses when Satan's kingdom is 
destroyed.
The people who can really experience the joy of being in the presence of Jesus, the 
people who really want to follow Jesus are those who know something the rest of us 
don't.
That "thing" is the thing that the man discovered: being with Jesus is the only place you 
can be "clothed" and in your right mind. It is His life that brings us life; it is his death that 
sets us free from our sins. And His resurrection which sends us into mission for Him.
**May God have mercy on us as we seek to discover the same thing as he did. 
Let's pray.**
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APPENDIX A: RELIGION AND CULTURE AND DEMON POSSESSION

Culture is obsessed with "liberating" our demons, setting them free, free without any 
inhibitions, free without any restraints. 
Religion, on the other hand, is obsessed with repressing our demons, with either 
pretending they aren't there, or implementing a system of behavioral changes that 
makes them invisible to the naked eye.
But both systems miss the mark. The approach to demons that Jesus takes is neither to 
deny them (the religious error) nor to  tolerate or even celebrate them (the cultural error) 
but to confront them and to eliminate them with a greater love.
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APPENDIX B: SCIENCE AND DEMON POSSESSION
Hell and demon possession are related questions because they cross the divide of what 
we can 'see' empirically and easily measure to that realm sometimes known as "faith." 
But is there really such a big divide between science and faith? 
Think about it this way: Science can't prove everything. It has to make some 
assumptions. Like, for example, principles of logic, coherence of the senses, and certain 
other assumptions like the fact that nature always works in regular and predictable 
patterns. 
Those things that scientists assume (without proof) are their equivalent to faith. While 
the Bible says, "Without faith it is impossible to please God," scientists say "without 
assumptions it is impossible to do experiments."
And when a scientist says "I don't need faith in God to be a good person," a Christian 
says, at last you're admitting the truth! You're willing to behave a certain way without 
any rational rational basis! You're willing to be "good" without any foundation for such a 
moral position. but I will say that I believe it is fully possible and in fact it is true that 
people can be possessed by evil spirits or demons. And actually, this is not Jesus' first 
"exorcism" in Luke; he's cast out a demon already in Luke 4:31-37 at Capernaum.
But what about this particular demon? We're told that it "seized" him. Some of you might 
be wondering, "Okay, so demon possession may be possible but isn't that just another 
way of describing someone who's having an epilepsy seizure?" And, "Didn't the ancient 
peoples have a more primitive view of nature, ascribing to gods and devils the works of 
creation that they simply didn't understand?"
While it is true that our understanding of science and creation has improved over the 
years, there were as many people then who refused to believe the miracles of the Bible 
as there are now.
And while it may have been the symptoms of epilepsy, that doesn't mean that a) every 
seizure is the result or has to be the result of demonic possession; and b) that a demon 
possessed person might not exhibit the same symptoms as someone who has epilepsy.
So again the two questions that arise from this verse are "do people believe in demon 
possession today?" and "do people believe in Hell?"
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