
Hats Off To Small Businesses!
 

This year’s National Small Business Week celebration will be held from May 4-8.  
During this time SBA and SCORE will honor the estimated 27.9 million small 
businesses in America that create 64 percent of new jobs in the country, drive 
innovation, and increase competitiveness in our nation. SCORE, mentors to America’s 
small business, salutes small business owners, who are the engine that fuel our economy.
During this time, SCORE chapters nationwide will celebrate Small Business Week with 
small business fairs, seminars, networking events and award ceremonies. 

 

SCORE is committed to helping small businesses succeed, invigorating the American 
economy and helping those who take on the challenge of self-employment and 
entrepreneurship. SCORE provides free and confidential advice to small businesses 
through a network of experienced volunteer business owners, managers and executives, 
who donate their expertise to help local entrepreneurs prepare business plans, develop 
business strategies and gather valuable information. Last year, SCORE assisted more 
than 350,000 people with mentoring, online counseling and educational training 
workshops and seminars. Through the services offered by SCORE’s 300+ offices many 
Americans are able to achieve their dreams of business success.

 

Since 1964, the SCORE Association has assisted more than 10 million aspiring 
entrepreneurs and small business owners through counseling and business workshops. 
More than 11,000 volunteers serve their communities through entrepreneur education 
dedicated to the formation, growth and success of small businesses.

 

In today’s economic climate, more Americans are pursuing their passions and becoming 
entrepreneurs. Yet, achieving success requires much more than just planning. Those who
succeed in turning their ideas into reality know that without the fundamental business 
sense that comes with experience, new entrepreneurs may struggle to get started or 
expand their existing business. 

 

For more than 50 years, those entrepreneurs who achieve success have understood that 
the learning curve is steep, and have taken advantage of free small-business mentoring 
and low-cost training workshops from SCORE. 

 

SCORE’s business professionals have time-tested knowledge and expertise. These 
volunteers bring vast experience from owning their own businesses, managing Fortune 
500 corporations, or serving as managers in manufacturing or service companies. 



 

Learning from the experience of others is a smart way to avoid making critical mistakes.
Starting a new business or nurturing an existing one can be time-consuming, 
overwhelming and a serious gamble; asking for help is the best way to solve a problem 
before it grows. SCORE can guide you along the path to business success.

 

SCORE works by matching business management mentors with current and prospective 
small business owners in need of expert advice. With more than 500 working or retired 
volunteers in six offices throughout Minnesota, SCORE has experts in virtually every 
area of business management. SCORE mentors are ready to assist small business owners
or aspiring entrepreneurs with business plans, loan applications, marketing techniques, 
employee management, insurance, real estate negotiations and more. All mentoring 
services are free and confidential.

 

At the national and local level, SCORE plays a crucial role in helping small businesses 
thrive. SCORE volunteers work with entrepreneurs to streamline operations and develop
contingency plans to face the potential challenges of reduced cash flows. SCORE 
volunteers also help small businesses grow by guiding them through the sometimes 
rough terrain of business ownership i.e. sales and marketing, diversification, expansion, 
franchising and more. 

 

SCORE is a nonprofit association dedicated to entrepreneur education and the 
formation, growth and success of small businesses nationwide. SCORE provides free 
information and online mentoring on the SCORE website at www.score.org. 
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Dean L. Swanson

Southeast Minnesota SCORE

c/o Rochester Area Chamber of Commerce

220 South Broadway, Suite 100

Rochester, MN 55904

www.seminnesota.score.org/ 

*Dean is a volunteer SCORE Mentor and Regional Vice President for the North West Region
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