
Small Business Saturday 2014
 

There are nearly 28 million small businesses supporting communities, local economies 
and families across America.  Let’s think about those businesses that are in the town/city
where you live…those that employ your neighbors, contribute to the local economy, and
are a part of the community.

 

The business sections of the newspapers and media broadcasts are filled with the topic 
of the upcoming season of buying while major box stores, outlets, and other 
merchandizers are planning strategies to capture a larger part of this buying season.  

 

Today, I want to urge you to thoughtfully consider your shopping experience and allow 
yourself to feel good about your holiday purchases when you shop ‘small’ on Small 
Business Saturday by supporting commerce and jobs in our community.  This column 
focuses on issues and concerns of the small business CEO and the operation of that 
important segment of our economy (both local and National).  Therefore, I 
unapologetically urge readers to support the local small businesses on Saturday, 
November 29th, 2014 as a symbol and experience of “thoughtful shopping”.  This is 
Right in between Black Friday and Cyber Monday, Small Business Saturday highlights 
the important role that small enterprises play in our communities.

This year marks the 5th annual celebration of Small Business Saturday– a day of 
expressing support for and encouraging patronage of small businesses nationwide.  
Some of the local businesses may be displaying the #SCORESmallBiz sign and/or the 
“Shop Small” sticker which has become a logo for the special day.

 

If you are a small business CEO, let me remind you that this holiday season presents a 
huge opportunity for small businesses and nonprofits. If you’re going to stand out during
this busy time, you need to plan and implement now!  For example: Find ways to get 
people through your door (a special event, a promo, signage, etc and Drive people to 
your site (free on line ads to promote your business, use social media posts, etc).

If you are thinking about starting a small business or need some help growing your 
existing business, get FREE advice and access to thousands of FREE resources by 
contacting your local SCORE Chapter or log on to www.SCORE.org and search for the 
local chapter or request free mentoring.  The price is right!  The help can be invaluable!  
SCORE exists to help small businesses start and grow through free expert business 
mentoring and low cost educational workshops. Since 1964, SCORE has helped millions
of entrepreneurs realize their dreams of business ownership. 

http://www.SCORE.org/


 

Don’t forget! Celebrate Small Business Saturday on November 29th and join neighbors 
and friends in your community who are working hard to grow local commerce and their 
small businesses with our help.

 

_______________

Dean L. Swanson

Southeast Minnesota SCORE

c/o Rochester Area Chamber of Commerce

220 South Broadway, Suite 100

Rochester, MN 55904

www.seminnesota.score.org/ 

*Dean is a volunteer SCORE Mentor and Regional Vice President for the North West Region

http://www.seminnesota.score.org/

