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2020 SBA Wisconsin
Small Business Award Winners 
Our winners and champions are dedicated, committed individuals and businesses that have prospered
and achieved so much. We at SCORE and the SBA take great pride in recognizing these top small 
businesses and their supporters.

VIEW VIDEO HONORING THEM AT:

SMALL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT CENTER EXCELLENCE AND INNOVATION AWARD
Andy Donahue of the SBDC at UW-Superior  |  www.wisconsinsbdc.org/centers/superior 

Andy and the SBDC team are being recognized for their outstanding goal achievement and collaboration with 
stakeholders. SBDC-assisted businesses received capital infusions of more than 150% of the SBDC’s goal. The center 
also achieved 100% client satisfaction.

Nominated by Bon Wikenheiser, State Director for the Wisconsin SBDC Network

WOMEN’S BUSINESS CENTER OF THE YEAR AWARD
WWBIC Northeast led by Julie Stoffel  |  www.wwbic.com/of�ce-locations/appleton

Since opening its doors in 2018, WWBIC’s Northeast of�ce has quickly established itself in the region as a small 
business resource for education, advising and lending. Julie started as a business consultant at the center and is now its 
director, setting the standard for business advising.

Nominated by Barb Kueny, WWBIC

FINANCIAL SERVICES CHAMPION AWARD
Scott Huedepohl of Community State Bank  |  www.csb.bank

Under Scott’s leadership, the bank opened its Shepherds Community Café inside its Union Grove main location. The 
café employs students from nearby Shepherds College, giving their students with disabilities job training, and makes 
space available for community meetings. 

Nominated by Natalie Jaskie, BLP  

MINORITY SMALL BUSINESS CHAMPION AWARD
Ugo Nwagbaraocha for his leadership of the NAMC-WI  |  www.namcwi.org 

Ugo took the leadership of the National Association of Minority Contractors-Wisconsin Chapter at a critical moment, 
focusing on the NAMC’s mandate of “Building Bridges—Crossing Barriers” to address concerns crossing the African 
American, Asian American, Hispanic and Native American business communities. He has built many strategic 
collaborations with federal state and local partners.  

Nominated by Heather Olson, North Central Minority Supplier Development Council 

VETERANS SMALL BUSINESS CHAMPION AWARD
Truphosa “Tru” Mwololo of the Wisconsin Supplier Diversity Program  |  www.wisdp.wi.gov

Tru worked with the Wisconsin legislature over three years to extend Wisconsin’s procurement goals to 
service-disabled veterans and to create a Disabled Veteran Business goal which was passed in 2013. Since then she 
has expanded her advocacy for DVB’s through presenting at major contracting conferences and recruiting businesses 
to the program.  

Nominated by Aina Vilumsons, WPI

WOMEN IN BUSINESS CHAMPION AWARD
Bridget Krage O’Connor of The Connective: A Place for Women in Business  |  www.oconnorconnective.com 

When Bridget purchased a building in downtown De Pere as a home for O’Connor Connective, she also embarked on 
a path of neighborhood development, advocacy, and helping women entrepreneurs �nd trusted expertise that resulted 
in the creation of The Connective: A Place for Women in Business.  

Nominated by Patricia Grimm, BLP
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RURAL SMALL BUSINESS AWARD
Nathan Drager of Quantum PC Services  |  www.quantumpcs.net  

Since founding Quantum PC Services in 2012, Nathan has grown the business in Sturgeon Bay into a fully managed 
IT service provider with steady expansion to meet ever-increasing demand. He has also provided signi�cant volunteer 
service to the community.  

Nominated by Jim Schuessler, Door County Economic Development Corporation

EMERGING SMALL BUSINESS AWARD
Thaime & Jesus Nañez of The Farmhouse Paint Bar and Banquet Hall  |  www.farmhouseart.com 

Thaime and Jesus, both immigrants, used an SBA Community Advantage loan from WWBIC to turn a derelict property 
in Milwaukee’s Garden District into a charming red-and-white destination for creativity. Since opening in 2016, they 
have offered art classes, party facilities and festivals onsite and raised funds for community organizations.

Nominated by Lily Alvarado, WWBIC

FAMILY-OWNED SMALL BUSINESS AWARD
Eric Olesen of O & H Danish Bakery  |  www.ohdanishbakery.com

As the third-generation owner and operator of this iconic 70-year-old southeast Wisconsin business, Eric has overseen 
strong growth in its mail-order gifting, retail stores and wholesale operations. With 240 employees, the company is 
dedicated to workforce development and continuous improvement.  

Nominated by Natalie Jaskie, BLP  

YOUNG ENTREPRENEUR AWARD
Christopher Fisher of JCR Recycling, LLC.  |  www.jcrrecycling.com 

Since starting his company ten years ago, Christopher has expanded JCR Recycling, which processes plastics and 
industrial waste with a motto of “waste nothing.” He added the Baldwin location in 2017, and just two years later 
purchased and built a larger facility with an SBA 504 loan with WBD.  

Nominated by April Nelson, WBD

SMALL BUSINESS EXPORTER OF THE YEAR AWARD
Angela and Jim Schumacher of Smoky Lake Maple Products  |  www.smokylakemaple.com 

Angela and Jim began tapping maple trees on their property in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. After six years, they turned 
to SCORE Fox Cities, where several mentors helped them with internal controls, export processes, and containers for 
overseas shipping.  Today they export to multiple countries.  

Nominated by Mary Lou Vande Hey, SCORE Fox Cities

SMALL BUSINESS PEOPLE OF THE YEAR
Mark Becker and Jeff Peterson, co-founders of Geneva Supply  |  www.genevasupply.com   

Mark and Jeff have made it their mission to help manufacturers sell through an ever-changing online marketplace. Since 
purchasing their building in Delavan with an SBA 504 loan, Geneva Supply has hit three important milestones: passing 
the 100-employee mark, achieving their largest sales increase, and hitting their most pro�table year ever.  

Nominated by Steve Kohl, WBD
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